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Trenton manager Tony Franklin's calm demeanor has produced
800 wins -- and his own bobblehead. (Rudy Jones)
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Franklin's passion produces 800 wins
Thunder manager remains enthusiastic after three decades
By Kira Jones / MLB.com
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Tenacity and talent have been two keys to Tony Franklin's
success as a Minor League manager. In his 13th season
as a skipper, he remains enthusiastic about his job, and
that enthusiasm may be the real secret to his success.
Franklin is at the helm of the Trenton Thunder, who he's
led to back-to-back Eastern League championships. On
June 2 against Bowie, he recorded his 800th win.

"I can't think of anything else I love to do more than
baseball," he said. "I really have enjoyed my career. I
hope my career continues to go as long as my body holds
up. And I hope that's a long period of time because this is
still so much fun."

The 59-year-old has managed in four organizations and
seven leagues.

"I got into the game thinking I'd like to go a lot of places,
see a lot of places, and baseball's allowed me to do that,"
he said. "I never in my wildest dreams thought I'd be
managing in Wytheville, Virginia. I had a chance to do
that and it was some beautiful country. I never thought I'd
have a chance to manage in Las Vegas and I had an
opportunity to do that. And I never thought I'd win two
championships in a row and I've had a chance to do that
here in Trenton."

Franklin's first managerial position came in 1982 with the
Geneva Cubs of the New-York Penn League. He led that
team to a 36-39 record and a sixth-place finish.

"I've got a fond attachment to Geneva, New York, simply
because that's where I started. ... But every place I've
gone I've really had a good time," he said. "There's no
one particular place, except for Geneva, that I say is very
special. I think they're all special."

Following five seasons in the Cubs organization, Franklin
began a stint with the White Sox in 1989. In 1993, he

guided the South Bend White Sox of the Midwest League
to a fifth-place finish with a 77-59 record. The team went
on to win the championship.

After earning his first ring, Franklin took a job as Minor
League infield instructor for the San Diego Padres for the
better part of 10 seasons. He remembers two players, in
particular, who came through that organization.

"Khalil Greene came through the Minor Leagues there.
When I saw him the first time, I said he's going to be a
Major League player. And sure enough, boom, there he
goes. But when you get guys in the organization that
weren't drafted and people say he's not a good fielder
and then he ends up in the Major Leagues, you feel a
sense of accomplishment.

"An example of that for me was David Newhan. He came
to us from Oakland and he was considered a very good
hitter, a very good runner but not a good fielder. And
eventually, he became a pretty good fielder. I kind of hope that I had something to do with that."

In 2007, Franklin came to Trenton to manage the Double-A affiliate of the New York Yankees. In his first season, he
led the Thunder to a 83-59 record and a first-place finish. That September, Trenton captured its first-ever Eastern
League championship.
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Last summer, Trenton cruised through the regular season with an 86-54 mark. For the second year in a row, the
Thunder played the Akron Aeros in the Championship Series. And again, Trenton came out on top to defend its title.

Although Franklin gives his players sole credit for Trenton's success the past couple of seasons, his experience,
enthusiasm and knowledge of the game certainly have had an impact on the club.

Following that second straight title, Franklin was invited to join the Yankees in September as an extra member of
the coaching staff. It was his first trip to Yankee Stadium.

"Being in Yankee Stadium last year at the closing of the stadium and being there for the first time was pretty special
stuff because I grew up like a lot of kids thinking the Yankees were the best organization in baseball -- and they
were at the time," he said. "It was a pretty special moment. That's one I'll always remember."

Loved and respected by players, colleagues and fans alike, Franklin joined the baseball elite this season when he
was immortalized in bobblehead form. On April 29 at Trenton's Waterfront Park, a bobblehead version of the
skipper holding a championship trophy was unveiled.

And in July, Franklin managed in the Eastern League All-Star Game and served as a coach in the XM All-Star
Futures Game.

"What I find fascinating about those situations is that you get a chance to see the best players out there," he
explained. "You don't get an opportunity on a daily basis to see kids who are playing in other leagues and what they
bring. You read publications such as Baseball America, but to see them in person -- to see them hit the baseball
and pitch the baseball -- that's pretty special stuff."

Never at a loss for kind words, Franklin was quick to compliment the players he saw in both All-Star Games.

"Once you see them after you've read some things about them, you understand why people write about them," he
said. "They're pretty special people. I've always been amazed about the talent level that they possess."

With Franklin at the helm for a third season, the Thunder are in the heat of another playoff race. And battling for a
spot in the postseason never gets old.

"I've done this a little bit longer than a lot of guys in this profession, but I'm still trying to be as good as I can be and
perfect my craft. I still keep those hopes that one day I'm going to be at the Major League level alive because I think
that's what dreams are made of," Franklin said.

"I think that's what makes everything so new for me every day and I think that's why I enjoy it every day. Because
there's always that hope that one day it's going to happen for you. I'm like everyone else -- I want to be in the Major
Leagues."

Kira Jones is an associate reporter for MLB.com. This story was not subject to the approval of the National
Association of Professional Baseball Leagues or its clubs.
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