Aberdeenshire licences for shale

exploration spark political row
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i o Binoke oul last mighk
gwer the plans to issne
fracking licences in Ab-
epdeenshine.

Morth-gast Lehoar MSP
Tichan] Baker said be was
“surprised” by the an-
pouncement, adding that
there womld pesd b b 6l
thee very lenst, letgtby oon-
sultation” on any plans to
cirif] for shade gas in the e

g,

Higw] Don, SNT MSP for
Anges Werih ad Meumns,
urged fhe UK Government
i “proceed cautionsh".

Put cthers backed the

plans, inclading north-cast
Conservative BMEP Alex
Johnstone, wha rouanded
ui critics of the pRooeEs,

He sadd: “The atiscks ame
fabrications, mventions,
ey ame Retitinast and there
i no ovidenoe WO support
any of the suggeetions thit
are by mate by the op-
ponents of e mdestre”

Jumes Stuart, chairman
of Mearns Commuonliy
Coundil, said; “Fersanally; |
dion't Isgve 3 problem with
it, We've got to capitalise
amdl 1 can't sce why we
shouldn't utifise the g2 m
the proand.”

He said any drilling
il nesed (o be “senshly

Comservative couneillor

for Mearns, George Carm,
stpessed] the nead to get “all
the facts on the tahle”
pelding that “real discos-
sion” wias neoomary, rher
thin “ecaremongering”,

There was also division
on the relationship be-
tween fracking and the
north-cast's alredy strong
il and pos iodustry

Wr Johestons said the
pertar was important o
thiat it weas “vital to suppaort
thnt ipelastey™

Tout Mr Daker mid there
were “real questions 33 o
witny fracioing resed Lo b
part of the i inthe norti-
st “Weve already got
auch & hupe indusiry in
getablished energy tech-
nologies,” he added.




