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Billie Holiday
Remixed & Reimagined (Columbia/Legacy)

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
To call this a Billie Holiday album is a bit mis-
leading. Remember on Moby’s Play, how he used
snippets of vocals from vintage jazz records and
built music beds around them? That’s what this
is: a DJ/remix album where the thread of conti-
nuity is familiar samples from Holiday gems.
The final product is a bland assortment of
generic backing tracks with zero personality
and virtually no connection to the original

songs. The brilliance of Holiday is hearing her tragic life come through in her
performances, and any potency has been diluted here so nothing has any
teeth. Your money is better spent on a greatest hits compilation.  

—CHRIS FREEMAN

A Fine Frenzy
One Cell in the Sea (Virgin)

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
It’s appropriate that A Fine Frenzy (aka L.A.-
based singer-songwriter Alison Sudol) just com-
pleted a tour supporting Aqualung (aka
London-based singer-songwriter Matt Hales).
Sudol and Hales make similar piano-based, lush-
ly layered brood-pop. A Fine Frenzy could be the
female version of Aqualung, but Sudol would
benefit from paying attention to Hales’ hushed
vocal minimalism; her breathy vocals sometimes
feel affected. Also, Aqualung’s albums never feel

overly long, as Frenzy’s hour-plus debut occasionally does. The indie genre is
saturated with string-inflected, atmospheric rock, but there’s clearly an audi-
ence. Since Sudol is talented, A Fine Frenzy is a name to watch. 

—MATTHEW C. POE

Timbaland
Shock Value (Interscope) 

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
Tim “Timbaland” Mosley’s musical stamp on
songs has guaranteed hits left and right. But
what his “solo” outing proves is that there’s a
reason why someone like him is best heard and
not seen. Shock Value has some fine moments
with his trademark bass and wiggly synths, such
as “Give It to Me” with Nelly Furtado (though it
sounds like an outtake from Loose) and
“Miscommunication” featuring Keri Hilson.
Then there are the other 15 tracks—a sprawling

concept in search of an album. Stick to the hits, Tim. The only shock here is how
boring you can be.  —MIKEL WADEWITZ
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L.A. Observed
Get It: iTunes
This series of on-the-spot, newsy videos (rarely five minutes
long) is an adjunct to the blog L.A. Observed, which covers
“Los Angeles media, news, and sense of place.” You can’t tell
much of a story in such a short time, but the podcast is more
focused on—and significantly better at—the “sense of place”
part, making you feel like you’re actually at Lake Machado, or
participating in a march and rally, or in the middle of a fire-
fighting zone. It’s a great way to get a feel for the whole city,
even if in real life you try to stick to Boystown or the Westside.

—JEFF MATTHEWS

PATRICK PARK
Begins his four-week bicoastal resi-
dency (with Thursday shows at
Spaceland and Tuesday dates at
N.Y.’s Living Room) in support of his
long-awaited second album,
Everyone's in Everyone. Also July 12,
19, and 26. Spaceland. Thurs., July 5.
9 p.m. $8. 323/661-4380. www.club
spaceland.com. 

MAD CADDIES
Ride the third wave back to the
Troubadour to play a night of ska-
inflected punk rock. Troubadour. Fri.,
July 6. 8 p.m. $15. 310/276-6168.
www.troubadour.com. 

HENRY ROLLINS
Sits down with Amanda Palmer for
a chat at the Hammer Museum.
Palmer is the songwriting/piano-
playing/singing half of the world's
first "Brechtian punk cabaret" band,
the Dresden Dolls. Rollins is a veter-
an punk malcontent who got his
start in the seminal punk group
Black Flag. Hammer Museum. Sat,
July 7. 7 p.m. 310/443-7000.
www.hammer.ucla.edu.

HOOTENANNY
Reunites (most of) the Squirrel Nut
Zippers for the summer’s swing-

in’est festival. Also featuring Social
Distortion, John Doe, Mojo Nixon,
Wayne Hancock, and many more.
Oak Canyon Ranch, Irvine. Sat., July
7. 12 p.m. $45. 213/480-3232.
www.thehootenanny.com. 

QUEEN LATIFAH
Has found success in more fields
than just about anyone: T.V., film,
music—is there anything she can’t
do? She performs an evening of
jazz, blues, and R&B at the Bowl.
Hollywood Bowl. Wed., July 11. 8 p.m.
$1–122. 213/480-3232. www.holly
woodbowl.com. 

CHRIS CORNELL
Grunged up the ’90s as
Soundgarden’s front man before
doing a stint with Audioslave. He’s
touring in support of his second
solo album, Carry On. Wiltern. Wed.,
July 11. 8 p.m. $39.50–45.50.
213/388-1400. www.livenation.com.

THE 88
Signed recently with Island Records,
which means the local heroes may
soon be household names. See ’em
at the Troubadour while you still
can. Troubadour. Fri., July 13. 8 p.m.
$12. 310/276-6168. www.troubadour
.com.

> HOMO MUST

THE PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND
Keeps the spirit of the Crescent City alive at one of L.A.’s best retro-cool
venues. The Mint. Thurs., July 5. 7:45 and 10 p.m. $30. 323/954-9400.
www.themintla.com. 

CONCERT CALENDAR

Agenda / / M U S I C / /

105-106 CLR agenda music -2605  6/28/07  6:23 PM  Page 106


