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Erasure 
Light at the End of the World
(Mute)

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
For Erasure’s last few albums, it seems as though
they’ve been trying to redefine themselves. Finally,
they’ve gone back to their roots, working once again
with Gareth Jones (Depeche Mode, Wire) to bring

back the percolating
synths and layered ethe-
real backing harmonies
we know and love. They
really haven’t sounded
this good in a decade.
Andy Bell’s vocals are
rich and clear, and the
familiar keyboards of
Vince Clarke can put a

smile on anyone’s face. The songwriting doesn’t
quite measure up to the high benchmarks they’ve set
in the past, but there are several worthy contenders
for hit status.  —CHRIS FREEMAN

Ojos de Brujo
Techarí
(Six Degrees)

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
With its music presented as a mixture of flamenco,
hip-hop, and rumba, this Spanish collective inhabits a
world filled to bursting with the spirit of creativity.
Aside from an annoying opening track, the remain-
der of Techarí comprises beautiful flamenco guitar
work, sensuous rhythms, and the captivating voice of
singer Marina “La Canillas” Abad—perhaps most
beautifully on “Sultanas de Merkaillo.” For those with

some interest in this
genre of music, think
of a more cosmic, indie
Gypsy Kings (their
name means “eyes of
the wizard,” BTW). It
doesn’t adequately con-
vey the band’s nifty
brand of cross-pollina-

tion, but it should help sell tickets at their already
legendary live shows.—MIKEL WADEWITZ

Dolores O’Riordan
Are You Listening? 
(Sanctuary)

✪ ✪ ✪ ✪
To anyone who loved ’90s alt-rock, the Cranberries’
sound was unmistakably, but not stereotypically,
Irish—and the principal reason was O’Riordan’s lilt-
ing voice. Fans have speculated about a solo album

for a decade, and while
Are You Listening? is not a
massive departure from
the Cranberries, it’s
entirely enjoyable.
There’s a lot that’s remi-
niscent of Dido (the
album is produced by
Youth, who worked with
Dido as well as U2 and

the Verve), but if anyone is indebted, it’s Dido to
O’Riordan. The best thing about Listening is
O’Riordan’s gorgeous voice, but that’s more than
enough to sustain the set. O’Riordan plays the House of
Blues on Thurs., July 19.  —MATTHEW C. POE
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> HOMO MUST

FEIST
Used to be Peaches’ roommate
before she joined Canada’s coolest
collective, Broken Social Scene. She’s
touring in support of her just-
released third solo album, The
Reminder. With Grizzly Bear. Wiltern.
Fri., June 29. 8:30 p.m. $22.50–25.
213/388-1400. www.livenation.com.

CONCERT CALENDAR
NORAH JONES
Croons her way through a set at the Greek
Theatre. The ubiquitous pop songstress is
touring in support of her latest release,
Not Too Late, on which she wrote or
cowrote each song. M. Ward supports.
Greek Theatre. Thurs., June 21. 7:30 p.m.
$34.75-60. 213/480-3232. www.greek
theatrela.com.

BOYZ II MEN
Harmonize at the HOB. The once-quartet
is now a trio, but the most successful male
R&B group of all time is still singing the
hits. House of Blues. Thurs., June 21. 9 p.m.
$32.50–35. 323/848-5100. www.hob.com.

TORTOISE
Moved and shook the post-rock movement
back in the early ’90s, and they’re still at it
today. Invite your math-rock friends. El
Rey. Thurs., June 21. 9 p.m. $20.50.
323/936-6400. www.theelrey.com.

DJ SHADOW & CUT CHEMIST
Perform Brain Placement: 7 Inches of Fury
as a part of KCRW’s World Festival. Sierra
Leone’s Refugee All Stars support.
Hollywood Bowl. Sun., June 24. 7 p.m.
$7–122. 323/850-2000. www.hollywoodbowl
.com.

THE NATIONAL 
Garnered raves for 2005’s orchestral indie-
rock album Alligator, and they claim the
just-released follow-up, Boxer, is even bet-
ter. With indie favorites the Broken West.
El Rey. Tues., June 26. 9 p.m. $15.
323/936-6400. www.theelrey.com.

THE VANS WARPED TOUR
Contains the most concentrated angst this
side of Hot Topic, but old-schoolers like
Bad Religion and the Vandals lend it some
genuine punk cred. Fairplex at Pomona. Fri.,
June 29. 11 a.m. $29.75. 213/480-3232.
www.warpedtour.com.

ALISON KRAUSS 
AND UNION STATION
Helped usher in a new era of progressive
bluegrass which some fans call “newgrass,”
and won 20 Grammys along the way. She
tours in support of her new collection of
one-offs, duets, and other work without
Union Station, A Hundred Miles or More.
Greek Theatre. Fri., June 29. 7:30 p.m.
$35–75. 213/480-3232. www.greektheatre
la.com.
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