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Along the Bluebird trail in Brown Summit

By Ivey Rutledge
Features Correspondent

When we drove down the
driveway at the home of Susan
and David Millikan in Browns
Summit, the llamas next door
came to greet us, posing for
photos and looking curious. It

was a sunny Friday afternoon,
and my children and I were
coming to walk the bluebird
trail as part of a group project
designed to support the nesting
habits of the local Bluebird pop-
ulation. By monitoring the
Bluebird nesting boxes to make
See BLUEBIRDS page 8

Susan Milliken insepcting Blue bird boxes
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BLUEBIRD from page | “The Bluebird Trail project
Isure they are clean and available was started by the National
ifor them to build nests and lay Bluebird Society in reaction to a
leggs, we are all helping to stunning decline in national

population of blue- Bluebird populations. The NBS
Ibirds in our wildlife community. collects results from individual
Five specially trails and collates the statistics,
Blucbird houses are placed in the Bluebird popula-
locations tion counts. Since the
fthe Millikan's property, com- of the Trail incentive in 1978,
the Bluebird trail, numbers  have
aithough a Bluebird trail can increased. This bluebird
fhave as little as one or as many trail was set up for the Millikans
las 600 houses. Each is num- in 1998 by a Girl Scout troop
bered, and a small notebook and purchased and sited the
ipen are stored near house num- boxes, eaming a Silver Award
ber onc. Participants in the blue- for the project. Each year the
bird project walk the trail, visit- boxes may get moved to more
ing cach house and writing locations, and each
idown their obscrvations in the year more folks get involved in
Important data this fun and educational
irecorded, such as the sighting of This year the project is being
la nest, eggs or babies and any done by Brownie Girl Scout
Isign of Sparrow encroachment Troop 351, a group of home-
linto the houses. schooled girls who are coming
out to the farm with their par-
lintroduced into North American ents and siblings to monitor the
lhabitats have become aggres- boxes. The girls have enjoyed

female on telephone cable lines.
Blucbird Trail project was wmmmuunwnmmum service 1o the wildlife commu-
of baby Biuebirds walt for a meal.




