
THAT THE PEOPLE SHALL BE INFORMED

The fire that started around 4pm raged on 
into the night  Photo : Nima Wangdi, Kuensel
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Historic edifice 
reduced to ashes

All government 
offices and schools 

will be closed 
today to observe 
a day of national 
loss in the wake 
of the burning of

Wangduephodrang 
Dzong

Photos: Rinzin Wangchuk, PHPA

SONAM PELDEN,
WANGDUEPHODRANG

Except for the 
s a f e  b ox e s 
containing the 
sacred relics 
( n g a n g t e n s ) 

that were dropped from the 
roof into the nearby cacti 
undergrowth, nothing could 
be saved from yesterday’s fire 
that burnt away 374 years of 
history in five hours. 

Hundreds of people, who 
rushed to the Wangduepho-
drang dzong around 4pm, 
watched in dismay and tears, 
as the fortress, built by Zhab-
drung Ngawang Namgyel 
in 1638 on the ridge at the 
confluence of the Phochu-
Mochu and Dangchu rivers, 
went up in flames. 

The fire is suspected to 
have started from a short 
circuit, but it is yet to be con-
firmed. 

Although it drizzled, the 
fire continued to conflagrate, 
sending up thick black smoke 
and sparks, and filling the air 
with the smell of charred 
wood.  All that could be 
heard was the roar of genera-
tors and fire brigade trucks 
that continued to douse the 
fire.  It was as if the sleeping 
elephant that carried the 
fortress was standing up and 
shaking off the dzong it car-
ried for centuries.

W a n g d u e p h o d r a n g 
dzongda Lhendup Wangch-
hu was among the few, who 
managed to get inside the 
dzong, soon after the Bhutan 
Power corporation’s manager 
informed him about the fire.

“When I reached there, 
there were already people 
battling the fire that had 
started from the ground floor 
of the administration block,” 
the dzongda said.
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Nation watches in sadness and disbelief a national treasure razed to the ground

I saw history 
burn” 

A Wangdue resident, 
in his blog
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Timeline:
Wangduephodrang dzong
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Additional reporting 
Nima Wangdi

Historic edifice reduced to ashes


