
“I DON’T WANT TO BE PIGEONHOLED.”
FRANK CARTER 

With their debut album ‘Anthems’, Pure Love’s 
Frank Carter has got nothing but feelings of hope 

and prosperity for his new rock and roll outfit.
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Frank Carter is in a happy place. With the angst, aggression, 
and anxiety of his time in Gallows well and truly behind him, 
he’s got a brand spanking new outlook on the world – owed 

entirely to his new, upbeat, anthem-touting band, his new 
wife, and his newfound freedom to write the music he wants 

to write. Frank Carter, ladies and gentlemen, is angry no 
longer. That is, unless you’re foolish enough to mention his 

old band too many times.  
“I’m not Frank from Gallows anymore,” attests the emphatic 

frontman, the morning before Pure Love’s final support slot on 
the last show of the Lostprophets’ UK tour. “My whole outlook 

has changed completely, on everything – not just music, not 
just the industry – but life. I feel like a completely different 

person, if that can be believed, and if not, I don’t give a shit. I 
know what I feel. I’ve never, ever felt this way before in my life.” 
What’s clear is that Frank means every sentence he utters. The 
words “happy” and “love” fall out of his mouth like confetti and 

he’s explicitly more excited about his future and the future of 
Pure Love than he’s ever been.

HAVING BEEN SENT SOME MUSIC from ex-Hope 
Conspiracy guitarist Jim Carroll almost two years ago, Frank 

was quick to pen some lyrics and get them recorded (his 
mum, he says, is chuffed to bits that he’s actually singing 

now – though she doesn’t know the words). Much to the pair’s 
delight, what they’d stumbled across was more gratifying than 

anything either of them had been pursuing for a long while. 
“When we started writing songs, I was writing what I consid-

ered to be the best lyrics and melodies I felt I’ve ever written in 
my life,” claims the Hemel Hempstead-born vocalist. “When 

we started putting that down together, I started feeling like 
I actually had a place in music, whereas before I never really 

felt that. I never really felt comfortable being in Gallows. Now I 
[have that comfort], I feel like I’ve found my place.” 

According to Frank, Pure Love’s opening slot on the Lost-
prophets tour, on which they played to enormous new crowds, 
provided a great platform. “We were the opener, but we went 
out as if we were the headliner,” he claims. “I mean, there’s no 

arrogance and there’s no ignorance; we just really want to play 
and we’re really pleased to have the opportunity to play music 

that we love in front of new people every night.” 

A successful show at the Old Blue Last – only their third ever 
in London – in November also gave Frank a sense that his band 
are heading in the right direction. “I think now people get it. 
People really understand what we’re trying to do and what 
we’re about, and there’s less confusion now about what’s hap-
pening.” And what they’re about, Frank says, is “doing exactly 
what you want to do and having a fucking good time doing it.”

IT’S BEEN MENTIONED IN THE PAST – by both 
himself and others – that Frank’s foray into music was a bit 
of an unhappy accident, and that his heart really lies in being 
an artist. Quick to set the record straight, Frank states that he 
just wants to create: whatever shape, form or sound it might 
take. “Life is here to be lived, I don’t want to be pigeonholed,” 
he declares in his trademark drawl. “I love being able to create 
something that will hopefully outlast me, that’s why I love tat-
tooing, that’s why I love painting and that’s why I love music. I 
love to create things that people can see, listen to, or feel and 
be inspired by. It’s a really powerful thing.” 
With a UK tour planned in support of their boldly (and not 
inaccurately) titled debut ‘Anthems’, the coming weeks will see 
the band play a run of small venues up and down the country – 
something Frank believes is of the utmost importance. ”We want 
to get people in at the beginning so they can feel like they’re a 
part of it and hopefully watch us grow,” he explains. “There’s 
nothing like that, you can’t beat that feeling of finding a band 
early on and going out to a show and feeling that energy.”  
Confident in the album he and Jimmy are set to release on the 
world – an exercise in powerful and melodic guitar-rock, with a 
good dose of that Carter swagger – Frank iterates that aside from 
hoping his old fans give it a chance, he doesn’t give much of a 
fuck what they think of his new musical direction. What matters, 
he says, is that he’s finally happy about the music he’s producing.   
“I think it’s the best thing I’ve ever written musically,” he adds 
proudly. “We might be playing slightly different sounding music, 
and I might be singing, but it’s still the most soulful, gutsy and 
ballsy music I’ve ever played. To some people I will only ever be 
Frank from Gallows, but to me, I’m Frank from Pure Love. As far 
as I’m concerned, that’s how I’ll be remembered.”

‘Anthems’ is out on February 04 via Vertigo. Pure Love are on 
the road in February; check gig guide for dates.
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