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WASHINGTON — Faced with a 
party in revolt, House Speaker 
John Boehner on Tuesday re-
lied on Democrats to pass an 
increase to the nation’s $17.2 
trillion debt limit.

Not a single Ohio Republi-
can lawmaker supported him. 
The 221-201 vote — which en-

sures that the nation won’t de-
fault on its debt — was the lat-
est frustration for Boehner, 
who could not get his party to 
agree on a legislative sweet-
ener that would allow them to 
pass the debt ceiling while still 
being able to claim some mea-
sure of legislative victory. Only 
28 Republicans supported the 
measure. All four Ohio Demo-
crats did as well.

Boehner “couldn’t get 218 
Republicans to agree on any-
thing tied to the debt ceiling,” 

But not a single 
Ohio Republican 
lawmaker votes ‘yes.’

WASHINGTON BUREAU GOVERNMENT SPENDING

House passes debt ceiling extension

House Speaker John Boehner 
has had to increasingly rely on 
Democrats to pass his legislative 
agenda. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE / APDebt ceiling continued on A5

ECONOMY

New chief 
pledges 
continuity  
at Fed

By Binyamin Appelbaum
New York Times

WASHINGTON — New 
Federal Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen told Congress on 
Tuesday the central bank 
maintained its optimistic 
view of the economy and 
its determination to retreat 
slowly from its stimulus 
campaign.

Yellen’s first public remarks 
as chairwoman were hard to 
distinguish from the final pub-
lic remarks of her predeces-
sor, Ben Bernanke. She told 
members of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee that 
she was not seeking to change 
the Fed’s course.

Central bank expects 
moderate growth, 
Yellen tells panel.

Fed continued on A5

LOCAL
Commission 
candidates grilled
Some of the early campaign 
questions the Liberty and 
Hamilton area tea parties 
asked involved taxes, 
budgeting and limited 
government, B1

» West Chester Twp.: 
Trustees recently voted to 
stop work on the Smith Road 
Connector project, B1

» Hamilton: Hamilton’s 
Highland Elementary School 
has been participating in the 
new program Band-Aids for 
Bullying, B1

» Scrap metal: Between 
2010 and 2012, Ohio led 
the nation in metal-theft 
insurance claims with 3,228, 
23 percent more claims than 
the No. 2 state, Texas, B2

NATION & WORLD
Tech firms join 
spying protest
Protesters urge more limits 
on collections of Americans’ 
electronic data and greater 
oversight and transparency 
about the U.S. government’s 
spying program operations, 
A4

» Nuclear agreement: 
Administration officials have 
complained publicly and 
privately to French officials 
to come down on companies 
that evade sanctions against 
Iran, A4

» Benghazi: A new report by 
House Republicans says the 
U.S. diplomatic facility was 
“woefully vulnerable” before 
the deadly 2012 attack by 
militants, A3

» Voting: Attorney General 
Eric H. Holder Jr. urged states 
to repeal laws that prohibit 
felons from voting, A3

BUSINESS
Ohio sets new 
export record
The state exported $50.5 
billion worth of goods in 
2013, up from $48.6 billion 
in the prior year, A6

» Jobs: Economists have 
partly blamed unseasonably 
cold weather as employers 
posted fewer job openings 
in December and hiring 
slowed, A6

Screen darling 
Shirley Temple 
Black dies at 85
The dimpled, precocious, 
little girl with 56 perfect 
blonde ringlets and an air 
of relentless determination 
would always be America’s 
darling of the Depression 
years, when in 23 motion 
pictures her sparkling 
personality and sunny 
optimism lifted spirits and 
made her famous, A2

FRAT HOUSE 
REHABBED
Front portion to get 
new roof after fire.
LOCAL/B1

COUNTY JAIL 
CITED
Immigrant inmates’ 
treatment studied.
LOCAL/B1
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Staying cold but 
mostly sunny.
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IN-DEPTH COVERAGE HAMILTON

Emergency care gets 
significant upgrade
By Hannah Poturalski
Staff Writer

HAMILTON — The emergen-
cy department at Fort Ham-
ilton Hospital is now better 
equipped to handle higher 
volumes with a faster turn-
around following a major ex-
pansion and renovation near-
ly two years in the making.

Dr. Marcus Romanello, 
chief medical officer at Fort 
Hamilton Hospital, said the 
hospital now has 35 emergen-
cy beds with the capacity for 
as many as 60,000 patients 
per year. The annual average 
has been about 40,000 visits 
during the past three years.

“Five-thousand square 
feet, $5 million and a 
much more welcoming 
environment,” Romanello 
said, who also serves as 
medical director of the 
emergency department.

Fort Hamilton 
Hospital handles more 
patients more quickly.

Emergency continued on A8

Shanita Klenk, a nurse in the Emergency Department of Fort 
Hamilton Hospital in Hamilton, talks about the recent $5 million in 
renovations and an expansion that added 5,000 square feet to the 
hospital’s facility (shown below). GREG LYNCH / STAFF

Fort Hamilton Hospital 
Emergency Department Open House
When:  6:30 to 10 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 19
Where: 630 Eaton Ave., Hamilton
What: Tours and Breakfast-to-Go
Who: Open to community and hospital staff

Garage 
to mark 
start on 
retail site

By Chelsey Levingston
Staff Writer

LIBERTY TWP. — The mega re-
tail center slated for Liberty 
Twp. along Interstate 75 has 
yet to be issued a building per-
mit, and the developer now 
anticipates starting construc-
tion by the end of February.

Columbus-based developer 
Steiner + Associates plans to 
build an approximately 1.4 
million-square-foot mixed-
used shopping, office and 
residential complex in Liberty 
Twp. at the intersection of 
Ohio 129, Interstate 75 and 
Liberty Way. 

Construction on 
Liberty Center could 
start this month.

LIBERTY TWP.

Staying with the story
The Journal-News continues 
to bring you new details about 
Liberty Center, the $300 million 
retail and entertainment project 
planned for Liberty Twp. Count on 
the Journal-News for important 
updates about local development 
and the local economy.

Retail continued on A8
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The construction proj-
ect began in August 2012 
with the addition of 5,000 
square feet.

The two-part expan-
sion and renovation has 
consisted of: new five-
bed, fast-track unit with 
renovated nursing station 
and medication cart; new 
stat lab for processing 
rapid tests; new four-bed 
behavioral health unit; 
new ambulance squad 
break room; new decon-
tamination area; a sepa-
rate sexual assault exam 
room away from the busy 
hallways; and renovated 
main nursing station, ac-
cording to Romanello.

To fund the project, 
$1.7 million in donations 
were raised with a re-
maining $3.3 million in-
vested by the hospital.

All the new and reno-
vated rooms have been 
fully utilized since Janu-
ary. Romanello said all 
but two of the emergen-
cy rooms are now private 
one-bed rooms.

“We gave up potential 
beds in favor of increased 
privacy,” Romanello said.

Shanita Klenk, who’s 
been a nurse in the emer-
gency department for 
eight years, said the en-
vironment has improved 
significantly since the ren-
ovations began two years 
ago. She said the emer-
gency department is now 
better equipped to handle 
higher patient volumes.

“The flow seems to go a 

lot better and quicker for 
the patient,” Klenk said. 
“The experience is better 
for them.”

Klenk described the de-
partment as “cozy and 
comfy” prior to renova-
tions and said there’s now 
much more space for the 
hospital staff and patients 
to move around in. She 
said as well as being more 
spacious, the department 
now features a modern 
look.

Elizabeth Long, spokes-
woman for Kettering 
Health Network, said the 
hospital used earth tones 
— browns and greens — 
around the renovated 
emergency department 
to induce a “healing envi-
ronment” and “calming 
effect.”

“It looks more vibrant 
and cleaner; it does a 
lot more for aesthetics,” 
Klenk said. “We needed it 
and it looks great. Every-
thing seems to be func-
tioning and flowing well.”

Romanello said the de-
partment’s fast-track unit 
— which opened last Sep-
tember — has five beds 
used during the peak 
hours of 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Patients with minor inju-
ries and illnesses, such 
as an ankle sprain or ear 
ache, are treated in this 
section to keep acute care 
rooms available for emer-
gencies.

Romanello said about 
a third of the emergency 
visits fit the “minor care” 
description.

“The beds are small-
er, more mobile for the 
sitting position because 

there’s more in and out,” 
Romanello said.

Romanello said the in-
take process for patients 
has also been significantly 
improved. The new emer-
gency department lobby 
features a nurse out front, 
rather than a registrar, in 
order to immediately as-
sess the person’s injuries 
and symptoms and assign 
them a patient bed.

Romanello said this has 
attributed to the hospi-
tal’s average time of five 
minutes for the patient to 
be in a bed, and daily av-
erage of less than 10 min-
utes to be seen by a medi-
cal provider.

“We do care first and 
worry about registration 
later,” Romanello said, 
adding nurses then use 
portable computers to 
collect insurance and reg-
istration information.

That is one of many ex-
amples of how the de-
partment has implement-
ed “lean health care,” or 
the process of eliminat-
ing waste while producing 
a quality product in the 
most efficient manner, ac-
cording to the hospital.

Other “lean” features 
in the emergency depart-
ment include a separate 
drug inventory system 
within the fast-track unit 
for minor drugs, and a re-
organization of supply 
rooms to keep the most 
critical and frequent-
ly used medications out 
front, with rarely used 
items stocked away.

Contact this reporter at 513-
820-2179.

Emergency
continued fromA1

The project’s first 
phase is expected to be a 
more than $300 million 
investment encompassing 
65 acres. Site work has al-
ready begun.

Liberty Center, as the 
development is named, 
has been described as a 
city within a township.

Construction equip-
ment and crews on site 
have been preparing for 
the start of construction, 
clearing trees and level-
ing ground. Several va-
cant houses acquired on 
the property were demol-
ished at the end of 2013.

However, not until this 
week have the develop-
er or subcontractors re-
ceived necessary approv-
als to start any building or 
infrastructure construc-
tion, the Journal-News 
has learned.

Butler County Commis-
sioners approved on Mon-
day an extension of the 
county’s water and sew-
er lines to the property. 
Commissioners also ap-
proved the county water 
and sewer department to 
offer services to Liberty 
Center’s future business 
tenants and residents.

The latest approval al-
lows the developer to be-
gin “underground work” 
of the pipelines, storm 
sewers and water lines, 
said Bob Leventry, direc-
tor of the county’s water 
and sewer department.

Meanwhile, the Jour-
nal-News has also learned 
that a parking garage will 
be the first building con-
structed at Liberty Cen-
ter, based on county re-
cords.

Butler County’s devel-
opment department is 
currently reviewing the 
project’s first building 
permit — for the footer 
and foundation of the first 
of three parking garages 
as proposed in the proj-
ect’s layout, said David 
Fehr, Butler County de-
velopment director.

Once the permit is ap-
proved, which is antici-
pated in the next week or 
two, it would allow con-
struction crews to lay 
a concrete foundation, 
Fehr said.

The developer or a sub-
contractor will have to ap-
ply for building permits 
for each building con-
structed, and multiple 
permits will be issued per 
building. Fehr said the 
contractor will also have 
to apply for permits to 
build the shell of the park-
ing garage and make fin-
ishes.

A groundbreaking cer-
emony is being sched-
uled “within the next 
two weeks,” said Brock 
Schmaltz, a spokesman 
for Steiner.

“I think we’re right at 
the finish line. The next 
few weeks there’ll be 
some substantial move-
ment on the develop-
ment,” said Butler County 
Commissioner Don Dix-
on.

The start of construc-
tion on Liberty Center is 
highly anticipated, as it 
has been delayed before. 
Originally proposed to 
Liberty Twp. in 2008, the 
project was put on hold at 
one time by the economic 
downturn. Talks resumed 
between the developer 
and local government offi-
cials beginning in 2011, re-
viving the project.

Then negotiations over 
public financing at one 
point delayed the proj-
ect’s opening from 2014 
to 2015.

A master development 
agreement was reached 
July 25, 2013, among the 
developer, Butler County 
and Liberty Twp. It com-
mitted up to $43 million 
in public financing, and 
put in place unusual re-
strictions to protect the 
taxpayer investment, in-
cluding local government 
rights to the property if 
it fails.

Written into the con-
tract were certain things 
to have been completed 
by Nov. 1 2013, or else the 
contract could be termi-
nated with no obligations. 
They included having the 
project’s public and pri-
vate financing in place, 
and for more anchor ten-
ants to have signed leases, 
according to a copy of the 
public agreement.

Butler County Commis-
sioners approved at their 
meeting Nov. 25 last year 
to move the date for these 
things to be accomplished 
to March 1.

At the time the date was 
extended, Steiner repre-
sentatives said construc-
tion work would start at 
the end of January.

The approval of wa-
ter and sewer infrastruc-
ture plans, and obtain-
ing the first building per-
mit, show progress is be-
ing made, local govern-
ment officials say. They 
maintain the project is on 
track. However, steps that 
still need to be taken be-
fore March 1 include issu-
ing debt for the public fi-
nancing of the project.

No new tenants have 
been named since May 
2013, but new tenant an-
nouncements are ex-
pected at the upcoming 

groundbreaking.
“As the weather starts 

to get better, and hopeful-
ly that will start to happen 
soon, you’ll see a lot of ac-
tivity out there,” said Ron 
Porter, chairman of the 
Liberty Community Au-
thority. The Liberty Com-
munity Authority is sim-
ilar to a homeowner’s as-
sociation and will con-
trol funds generated by an 
assessment on property 
owners.

The expected opening 
date of fall 2015 has not 
changed since the master 
development agreement 
was reached last summer.

“We continue to be 
in dialogue weekly, if 
not daily, with the Stein-
er team, with the county 
team” to work out the fi-
nal details of the project, 
said Caroline McKinney, 
Liberty Twp. economic 
development director.

“It’s moving forward. 
Pieces are starting to 
come into place,” McKin-
ney said. “We don’t have 
any concern. They contin-
ue to tell us fall of 2015” 
for the opening.

Butler County’s pri-
vate attorney hired to ne-
gotiate the deal with the 
developer has assured 
commissioners Steiner is 
meeting the requirements 
for tenants and financ-
ing, said Commissioner 
Dixon.

Liberty Center would 
be modeled after other 
Steiner + Associates devel-
opments such as Easton 
Town Center in Columbus 
and The Greene in Bea-
vercreek.

The biggest difference 
between Liberty Center 
and the company’s previ-
ous Ohio developments 
is size, Yaromir Stein-
er, founder and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Stein-
er + Associates, previous-
ly told the Journal-News. 
Both Easton and The 
Greene were built in phas-
es, starting at 600,000 to 
800,000 square feet.

Steiner said Liberty 
Center’s footprint starts 
bigger, at initially more 
than 1 million square feet.

Site plans call for more 
than 200 luxury apart-
ments; a 150-room ho-
tel, either a Hilton, Mar-
riott or Hyatt brand; 
75,000 square feet of of-
fice space; a two-level Dil-
lard’s anchor store; a sec-
ond, junior anchor store; 
dinner-and-movie theater 
CineBistro; a non denomi-
national chapel; and “The 
Foundry,” an enclosed, 
two-story mall with cov-
ered “streets.”

Contact this reporter at 513-
705-2551.

Retail
continued from A1
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