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Since the early 80's, when the first embryo
transferred baby was born, the egg donor industry
has grown increasingly popular as an alternative
form of conception. In fact, it's been booming like
mad - in NYC, at the Center for Human Reproduction,
one of the leading infertility treatment centers in
the world, the egg donation cycles close to tripled in
2010 alone. But, the guestion still remains: where
are all these egg donors and why don’t we know any
of them? Why haven't we heard their stories? It's as
if this population of women is allocated to faraway
lands after they give up those beloved eggs!

Whispers concerning donors and how much money
they make gifting their precious jewels rumor
amongst young college graduates yearning to travel,
dominant lesbians with no desire to bear children,
or moms on the grind looking for some hard cash to
support the children they already struggle to care
for. And then there is Raquel Cool, 2 woman who was
in search of other donor’s steries when she hersel!
considered donating, seeking comfort in knowing
that other women had gone before her, but found no
such solace. A woman who fits the mold in that she
strives for experiences that she couldn’t otherwise
have, but with another, more radical motive - te
artfully voice what has not yet been revealed: the
truth behind the business of the egg donor industry.
Cool sat down to tell me about her personal

experience documenting the process, as well as how
she ended up spending the money she made toward
her eyebrow raising exhibition, Live Nude Eggs.

S+D; Tell me a little bit about what you're doing n your
exhibition:

RQ: In Live Nude Eggs | play with two aesthetics - the
strip club and the medical clinic. Malf of the pieces have
a very red Light district feel [think of the waiting roem
basked in neon lights, There is one autobicgraphical
neon piece - representative of my ovaries as a storedfrent,
showing the business side of the fertdity industry.

See, there are two myths surrounding the egg doner

- one being the voiceless, biclogical resource, and
commercial vendor, while the other is this beautiful,
altruist, desirable, giving, baby lover. The two provide very
different narratives, but there is one represantation that
no one has spoken of - that of the egg doncr as an active
partin a multi-billicn dellar business,

Live Nude Eggs takes cwnership of that role in which you
walk into a storefront and see a menu. | do a performance
standing in front of a menu listing the prices of parts

I'm willing to part with, including eggs, blood, hair, and
organs, The menu is an extension of that “giveness.”

I've appropriated a business that is hidden and cbscured
because money inevitably convelutes the intention of the
altruist/nurturer.

I'm playing with the lack of transparency in the industry.
I'm playing out some of the absurdities | experienced as
an egg donor.




S+D: What prompted this art project cn egg denation? Was
there a soco-peltical motive behind donating your e9gs
and voicing the process?:

RQ: From the beginning | knew it would be a public one,
In research, 1didnt see anything that denors were doing,
=o | got 2 photographer off Craigslist to come with me to
medical appointments, He was really good. He helped
me capture the whole thing. The whele idea of exhibiticn
developed Later when | wanted to explore the commercial
aspects of &,

S+D: Were there personal yearnings behind donating your
©99s7? For meney? For political change?;

RQ: The use of the meney is actually shown in one of the
pieces | have. | have a medical diagram of an egg, but
instead of peinting out the anatomy of the egg. | break it
down into currency. | broke down how much each eqg s
worth. Se | "donated™ 30 eggs for $7000, which makes
each egg worth $233 dellars a piece. | used them for
experiences | wouldn't have otherwise been able to have,
such as a trip 1o Chicago, but it was important foe me not
to do this cut of necessity. | did # because | wanted to, not
because | had to. The decisicn to donate & very cultural
and contextual, Often times pecple speak for egg donors
without knowing their personal story and the donor’s voice
S never heard. That really bothered me. While i contrast,
some places offer great benelits for egg donors.,

S+0: What intluences do you have for thes partcular work?:

RQ: Bicethicists and provocateurs. I'm really inspired
by Marina Abramavoc, She's Like the godmother of
performance art. And Tracy Emin for being accessibly
autobiographical. And also a beck called, The Baby
Business, written by a Harvard professor, Deborah Spar,

S+D: Tell me more abeut the porn booth and the bar! Those
sound sexy:

RQ: With contraceptives, we know that we can take
conception out of sex, My exhibit takes sex out of
conception. It turns from a strip club to a sterilzed clinic.
Even the medical illustrations take the sexuality out of the
equation, even though I'm completely nude! It's about the

interaction that takes place between doner and recipient.

In Santa Clara I went into a shop 1o get some lychees for
these cocktails we make. And | noticed this porn booth,
which has this dark, seedy feeling about it with a peeno
playing inside it, | wanted to recreate this feeling of privacy
tinged with shame. The one thing about myy booth, although
i has a red velvet curtain and its dark, as usual, instead

of a porne video, it's playing my egg donor video and I'm
being interviewed. And | hate that video, | just hate it. It's
Just nOt quite me - A's me doing this song and dance,
promaoting myyselt, There's a sense of voyeursm because
these people (recipients] can view these videos from their
awn home, They don’t want the truth from the donor; they
want the cptimist.

So people put on the headphenes, listen to my video, and
then come out and hawve a cocktail,

With "Danor Bar™ | am olerng the menu with suggested
prices, and 25 "Donce Bartender,” | never sold anything for
the product itself, but | had to get paid for my time and effort
{just like real eqg donorsl, They are not allowed to get paid for
the eggs themselves, just for ther time and cfforts.

One of the most powerful things about the exhibition was
that the performance was prescribing an experience. The
objects in the show were Limited, but it was crazy how
translormative it was for some pecple! The bar was a
confessional. People would tell me intimate details about
lactating in the shower, gushing milk! It was interesting
how people opened up at this bar. 1 guess it really cre-
ated an intimate space for pecple to share their personal
experience.

S+D: What's in the drinks?:

RQ: | love that question! Breast milk was one in which |
offered a flight of tastings. We walked through the flavor
compasition, added the breast milk donce’s lavorite foed,
etc, We served it that way or mixed as a traditional White
Russian with vodka and kahlua, the breast milk senving as
the cream. We alse had the Ovary Martini, but no ovaries
were harmed! Lychee served skewers were made to lock
like ovaries in a California style martini with vedka. | would
explain that the skewered lychee represents the surg«al
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My exhibit takes sex out of conception.

process of the aspirating needle that suctions out the eggs
a5 it enters your vagina by puncturing through the vaginal
wall into the ovary. From that point #'s inseminated.

S$+0: Wow. That sounds painful:

RQ: Yeah, it's pretty invaswve. We also served coffee with
your choice of breastmilk! And right under the cocktails is
the body parts | have for sale, of course.

5+0: S0 how marry eggs have you seld?

RQ: Tharty. Twice the norm, it's not conssdered safe 1o give
S0 Marry 8ggs. but they have a hard time retrieving the
number exactly, which i= one of the dangerous elements.
Your health is at risk to créate this pregnancy for another
person. The real patsent s the recipsent. whale the donoar is
more of the vendor.

5+0: Was your pring based at all olf these desirable
traits? Such as physical traits, race/ethnicity, level of edu-
cation, humor, *sexiness, e1c.:

RQ: Part of my research has affected my willingness to ne-
gotiate. | decided on my own price of $7000, Some agencies
will tell you they wen't allow you to go over $10,000. They
=3y they don't want to impose that on the redpients, while
others are using it as a negatiation tactic, The 1t & you
take real risks in doing this. Donors should be empowered
in setting their own rates. it's the bait and switch method -
you see all these advertisements “If you're Asan your eggs
are worth more!” And then they abandon that by =aying it's
2sking toc much from the recipient. If everyone = profiting
from this process, wiy shouldn't the donor?

S+D: What would your desirable traits be? What genes
would you want 10 pass onT:

RQ:This question has to do with ancrymity, as most pro-
grams do not allow for much communication between the
doner and the recipient. Do you think the donor deserves
better rights in terms of financial freedom of choice, hav-
ng maore control and cheice as 1o who receives their eggs.,
and in communicating openly with the recipient and the
future Life of thewr egq? Alterall, they are the one’s endur-
ng a majority of the radical bodily changes, such as lertil-
ity drugs, frequent medical exams/tests, and surgery to
remave the eggs.:

The donor does have the option as to whether or not she is
willing to do it openty or anonymously, Mast brokers aren’t
open about the fact that they want it to be anonymous.

It's 3 business. They want it to be streamlined. Mest egg
donors don’t know that they're not truly patients, they're
vendors. They're a third party supply of a business. They
have one medical exam following the actual transfer of
thesr @9gs cut. No one cares about their well being follow-
ing. As of now, brokers can push the safety message based
on research, but they never admit it's because there is no
research being done, Women should have access to infor-
mation that dees not come from people whe commercially
benedit from her.

I've signed up with 4 brokers in total They all have differ-
ent processes, and they can ask whatever the fuck they
want. No regulaticns, One agency can publish how many
pecple you've had sex with next to your profile picture!
One broker asks the mest ridiculous questions Like “Do
you wish upon stars?” or “When strangers message you,
do you answer?” “De you sleep with 2 teddy bear?” It's
such a shitshow, such a circus. At one point, how much
% this medically relevant? One brokerage categorically
rejects you if you're a lesbian or African American. | defi-
nitely sense that bias,

Because I'm hatf Chinese, I'm a rarer case. The agency
I'm going forward with in this next cycle mestly has do-
nors that average $10,000 per cycle. And some are as high
2= $50,000 because they're vy leaguers, well educated,
deemed as beautdul, and the Like. They're advertised simi-
lar to strippers in a strip club!

S+0: Would you like to know the Lite that is created as a
result of your egg denaticn?:

RQ: That's the first thing | asked mysell: would | be okay
with this perscn knocking on myy doer in 20 years? Abso-
lutely. | wouldn't donate my eggs unless | fully accepted the
possibility that this person may or may not want to connect
later on. I'm also aware that they may never know they were
conceived with donecr gametes in 2 petri dish.
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