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Dispute
scuttles
meeting
about
Medicaid
Missouri Republicans
stand their ground on
opposing expansion

SPORTS, 1D

An

ELEPHANT
SAGA

Future of the program
up in the air at Springfield
zoo and many across US

By Jonathan Shorman
JSHORMAN@NEWS-LEADER.COM

After numerous debates in
the spring, statewide tours to
gather testimony this summer
and committee meetings among
lawmakers this fall, the potential
for Medicaid expansion in Missouri remains murky.
Other than agreeing on the
need for “transformation,” Republicans have yet
to coalesce around
a single approach
to the largest unresolved issue of the
2013
legislative
session.
In the House,
Rep. Jay Barnes,
R-Jefferson City,
Jay Barnes
estimates the state
could save millions by expandingMedicaideligibilityandmaking other changes. His views
matter because he chairs the
House Interim Committee on
Medicaid transformation.
But Senate Republicans
tasked with studying the issue
during the interim have blocked
effortstoacknowledgethepossibility of expansion.
Both House and Senate Medicaid committees were scheduled
to meet this week, on Tuesday,
withDemocraticGov.JayNixon,
who has advocated expansion
for the past year.
But a spat between Republicans and Nixon — largely over
the location of the meeting — has
scuttled the event.
Nixon says he is disappointed;
Republicans, not so much.

Patience, right, a female elephant that killed zookeeper John Bradford when she became
aggressive on Oct. 11, has been kept with a male elephant, Mr. Ed, left, away from the
viewing area at Dickerson Park Zoo since the incident. VALERIE MOSLEY/NEWS-LEADER
By Thomas Gounley

TGOUNLEY@NEWS-LEADER.COM

M

ore than a month after killing a zookeeper, Patience
remains out of the view of visitors — kept instead in
a separate barn in a staff-only area.
Whether the 41-year-old female elephant will return to the public eye in the future is still up in the air.
“We’re not sure at this point what the structure is going to be,”
Zoo Director Mike Crocker said in a recent interview. “We’re having to do a lot of evaluating of our program, our numbers — where
we’re going to go from here.”

The House
When the Affordable Care
Act was passed by Congress and
signed by President Obama in
2010, the law expanded Medicaid
— the federal program run by
the states that provides health
coverage to low-income individuals and people with disabilities
— to 138 percent of the federal
poverty limit, or $23,550 for a
family of four.
For comparison, a person
working full time at the Missouri
minimum wage of $7.35 an hour
makes about $15,288 a year.
Currently in Missouri, Medicaid covers people making up to
19 percent of the poverty line.
For a family of four, that means
an income of $4,474.
When the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled on the constitutionality of
the Affordable Care Act, it made
Medicaid expansion optional for
the states. States that chose not
to expand would not lose their
current funding but would not be
eligible for new federal money,
either.
Barnes has been at the forefront of the House Republicans’
Medicaidpolicydiscussionsince
this spring. His recent Medicaid
expansion proposal is only the

While the uncertainty is
in some ways a result of
the deadly events of Oct. 11
— when elephant manager
John Bradford was killed
— it also reflects the fact
that the zoo industry nationwide finds its elephant
programs in a state of flux. John
Breeding efforts, of Bradford
which Dickerson Park Zoo
historically has been a key component,
are less successful than hoped. A virus
continues to be highly lethal to young elephants.
Elephants in captivity are dying faster than they’re being replaced.
Facing continued pressure from animal rights groups and increased regulations, some zoos are spending tens of
millions of dollars on high-profile expansions of their elephant exhibits.
Other programs are being shuttered
completely.
“With declining populations of ele-

phants, a lot of zoos will go out of the
elephant business, just because there
won’t be any elephants to be gotten over
the next 10 to 20 years,” said Crocker,
who has been director since 1988.
The long-term future of the elephant
program at Dickerson Park is up in the
air.

Birth of an elephant program
Dickerson Park Zoo can trace its history to the 1890s, when a short-lived private facility associated with a resort in
north Springfield was touted as the largest zoo in the state.
Today, Crocker said, Dickerson Park
has a $3.2 million budget. About $800,000
of that comes from charging admission,
with an additional $1.2 million or so coming from the Friends of the Dickerson
Park Zoo. The remainder comes from a
portion of three separate local tax initia-

THE ELEPHANTS
NOT IN THE ROOM
Patience isn’t the only
elephant that visitors to
Dickerson Park Zoo don’t
see.
The
zoo’s two
males are
permanently
WATCHDOG
offREPORT
exhibit,
kept in
their own facility with five
interior stalls and three
outside yards in a staff-only
section of the zoo. The
largest outside yard is
about half the size of a
football field.
The larger, more aggressive males are cordoned off for safety reasons, Zoo Director Mike
Crocker said — Mr. Ed, for
example, has a habit of
curling his trunk around
small rocks and hurling
them at people.

INSIDE

» Timeline of program, 8A
» USDA inspected zoo after
employee’s death, 9A
» Criticism by animal rights
group, 9A
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» Watch a related video
and see more photos
with this story at
News-Leader.com

See ELEPHANTS, Page 8A

See MEDICAID, Page 4A
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TIMELINE OF THE ELEPHANT PROGRAM AT SPRINGFIELD’S DICKERSON PARK ZOO
1890s: Zoo Park, a
privately owned facility,
opens. It is touted as
the largest zoo in the
state.

1977: A zookeeper is
hospitalized after being
injured by C.C.

1981:
Connie
comes to
the zoo
from the
ZoologPinky
ical Gardens in Abilene, Texas.

1894: Zoo Park is sold
to J. Dickerson.
1922: The Dickerson
estate sells the land to
the Springfield Park
Board; the city zoo is
moved from the Phelps
Grove area to the tract
the following year.
1920/’30s: Dickerson
Park Zoo expands
through Works Progress
Administration grants.
1954: Ol’ C.C., a roughly
5-year-old female Asian
elephant, is brought to
the zoo from Thailand.

C.C.
1974: A Park Board vote
on whether to close the
zoo — which has fallen
into a state of disrepair
— fails by a narrow
margin. A grant from the
Community Foundation
of Greene County, a
petting zoo and the
creation of the Friends of
the Dickerson Park Zoo
help foster a turnaround
over the coming years.

Big Mac

Dickerson Park hosts
the National Elephant
Conference.

Mr. Ed

1980: Two males arrive
at the zoo. Sixteen-yearold Big Mac, who had
been born in the wild in
Thailand, is donated by a
circus performer. Mr. Ed,
born in 1978, arrives
from Washington Park
Zoo (now known as the
Oregon Zoo) in Portland,
Ore.

1985: Connie gives birth
to a stillborn calf.
1986: Dickerson Park is
first accredited by
American Association
of Zoos and Aquariums.
It has been accredited
ever since.
1986: Suki is donated
to the zoo.

1988: A $250,000
breeding facility opens.

1993: Kate dies from
what is later identified
as the elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus (EEHV).

1989: Tuffy comes to
live at Dickerson Park.
1990: Bozie, who had
been impregnated by Big
Mac at Dickerson, gives
birth in Chicago. It is the
first successful breeding
in which one elephant is
transferred to another
zoo to be breed, then
returned to the home
zoo for the birth.
Patience arrives from
Brookfield Zoo in Illinois.
1991: Connie gives
birth to a second calf,
Kate.
1992: Tuffy dies during

In June, a zookeeper is
hospitalized in serious
condition after being
attacked by Suki.

Patience
a cesarean section
attempting to
remove a
calf that
had died
Kate
during
the early stages of
labor.

1996: Moola gives
birth to her first calf,
Chandra.
Suki is transferred to
Point Defiance Zoo &
Aquarium in Tacoma,
Wash.

Chandra
1997: Dickerson Park
Zoo wins the AZA’s
Edward H. Bean Award
— which “recognizes a
truly significant captive
propagation effort that
clearly enhances the
conservation of the

Kala is
born.

Kala

tives.
Crocker said he thinks of Dickerson Park as “somewhere between a small zoo and a mediumsized zoo,” because there are numerous facilities accredited by
the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums with operating budgets of about $1 million.
Over the past three and a half
decades, Dickerson Park has
played a large role — particularly
given its size — in the successes,
as well as the setbacks, in breeding Asian elephants in captivity in
the United States.
The sentiment is perhaps best
described by a comment from zookeeper Jeff Glazier in a 2001
News-Leader story.
“One of our claims to fame here
is we don’t have the big building
and big staff, but we still get
things done,” he said. “It’s really
kind of amazing when you think
about it. We have developed an international reputation with our elephants.”
Massive, exotic elephants have
long been a major attraction for
zoos where they reside, and the
zoo industry gives them special
attention. Elephants are the only
animals for which there are specific standards within the zoo association’s accreditation process.
The first elephant didn’t arrive
at Dickerson Park — which came
under the direction of the Springfield Park Board in the1920s — until 1954.
That year, C.C. — a female
Asian elephant believed to be
about 5 years old — was brought to
the zoo from Thailand, where she
had been captured in the wild.
Part of the funds to purchase C.C.
— named after a local weatherman — were raised by Springfield’s Metro Club, which organized schoolchildren to sell peanuts door to door. For a quartercentury, she would be the only elephant at the zoo.
That changed in 1980, with the
arrival of two males.
While Mr. Ed was too young to
mate, Big Mac — who was born in
the wild in Thailand and performed in the circus before being
donated to the zoo — was 16. His
addition prompted then-director
Dave Tuttle to start an elephant
breeding program. At the time,
according to News-Leader archives, the only other such program in the Western Hemisphere
was in Portland, Ore.
In the beginning, the zoo’s
breeding efforts focused on its
own females. The first pregnancy
at the zoo resulted in a stillborn
calf in 1985.
The construction of a new facility in the late 1980s, however, allowed the zoo to play host to
female elephants from zoos
around the country. And in 1990,
the zoo was involved in the first
successful breeding in which an
elephant was transferred to another zoo to be bred, then returned
— in this case to Chicago’s Lincoln
Park Zoo — for the birth.
Dickerson Park’s entry into
breeding efforts coincided with
the zoo industry’s increasing preference to breed elephants already
in captivity instead of accepting
those born in the wild.
Finally, in 1991, Dickerson saw
the arrival of a calf on its own
grounds, as Connie gave birth to
Kate.

Rise of a deadly virus
Fourteen months later, however, Kate was dead.
The cause would later be identified as elephant endotheliotropic herpesvirus, a highly fatal hemorrhagic disease that wouldn’t be

The female elephant barn has a series of elephant restraint devices designed to keep zookeepers safe. By September, all accredited zoos will use
protected contact, a management style in which there is nearly always a barrier between an elephant and any people. VALERIE MOSLEY/NEWS-LEADER

formally recognized until another
elephant died at the National Zoo
in Washington D.C. in1995. Nearly
two decades later, EEHV is still a
major challenge for elephant
breeding programs in the United
States.
Both Asian and African elephants can be affected by EEHV,
although its most common victims are young elephants under 4.
And it can be devastatingly quick,
even in the case of early detection
— an elephant can be dead within
24 hours of a zookeeper spotting
the symptoms.
“What they don’t know is, why
does it become symptomatic to
some elephants, but never become symptomatic in others,”
Crocker said. “What triggers
that?”
As more elephants from outside zoos and circuses came to
Springfield for breeding attempts
in the 1990s, EEHV became closely associated with Dickerson
Park.
Sometimes, that association
was positive. In 1997, Dickerson
Park was the site of a breakthrough. Chandra, a 17-month-old
calf, was displaying all the symptoms of the EEHV. She was lethargic; her tongue had turned from a
healthy pink to purple; her major
muscles were hemorrhaging.
Zookeepers opted to administer experimental doses of famciclovir, an anti-viral medication.
Five weeks later, Chandra was
back to normal — the first-ever
successful treatment. Today, she
lives in the Oklahoma City Zoo.
Also in 1997, the Association of
Zoos and Aquariums awarded
Dickerson Park’s elephant program the Edward H. Bean Award,
which “recognizes a truly significant captive propagation effort
that clearly enhances the conservation of the species,” according
to its website.
Two years later, in1999, Dickerson attracted national attention
again, when Moola became the
first Asian elephant to become
pregnant through artificial insemination. It was a feel-good
news story that even attracted the
attention of NBC’s “Today” show.
Moola’s calf Haji, zookeepers
said, was the result of 10 to 15

Zoo Director Mike Crocker said any
decisions about the elephant
program will be made with the
Association of Zoos and Aquariums.
VALERIE MOSLEY/NEWS-LEADER

years of research.
Unfortunately,
famciclovir,
while successful in 1997, still has a
limited success rate.
In 2000, Kala, a male elephant
born in Springfield, died of EEHV
at Six Flags Marine World in California. Haji and Nisha died of it
separately at Dickerson Park in
2002 and 2007, respectively.

Nationwide challenges
Elephant programs across
North America are working to determine their future.
A Seattle Times investigation
published in December 2012
found that, on average, for every
elephant born in a zoo, another two
die — many of them from EEHV.
Ten of those deaths occurred at
Dickerson Park. Connie, the 50year-old elephant suffering from
kidney disease euthanized in
early October, became the 11th.
“A lot of female elephants in
zoos have been around a long time;
they’re aging,” Crocker said.
“They’re non-reproductive animals, and we’re not producing
enough calves that are surviving
to maintain those numbers.”
As of Oct. 31, AZA Vice President for External Communication
Steve Feldman said, there were
145 Asian elephants in AZA-accredited facilities — 29 bulls and

116 cows — and 163 African elephants — 33 bulls and 130 cows.
Feldman acknowledged that
the elephant population in zoos
has declined over time but said researchers expect a turnaround in
the future.
“It’s supposed to dip, and slowly climb,” he said.
He also said that life expectancy for elephants in AZA facilities
is increasing, from 44 years old to
46.9 for female Asian elephants
over the course of the last decade.
In mid-October, the Toronto
Zoo became the latest in an increasing number of zoos to shutter its elephant program, sending
three female African elephants by
truck to an elephant sanctuary in
northern California. Four elephants had died in the zoo in as
many years, according to the Toronto Star, and “the zoo either
needed to invest tens of millions of
dollars into expanding the exhibit
to meet increasing standards of
care, or shut it down.”
The Performing Animal Welfare Society sanctuary in California is one of two sanctuaries in the
United States accredited by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture,
which regulates zoos under the
Animal Welfare Act; the other is in
Tennessee.
Sanctuaries are not immune to
issues — a January 2013 inspection of The Elephant Sanctuary in
Tennessee “identified concerns
by the USDA in the areas of The
Sanctuary’s staffing, training and
our health care delivery,” the
sanctuary notes on its website.
However, elephants in sanctuaries have a vastly larger area to
roam than those at zoos. The Tennessee facility is 2,700 acres; the
California one is 2,300 acres.
Dickerson Park Zoo comprises
approximately 72 acres. Its elephants — there are four at the moment, two males and two females
— are housed in the northwest portion of the park. Much of the time,
they are separated by gender.
The cow barn has six inside
stalls, where female elephants
spend the night on concrete
floors. Two chutes connect them
to the public exhibition area,
which is just under an acre in size,
according to Crocker. One of the

chutes is where elephant manager
Bradford was killed last month
when Patience knocked him to the
ground as he leaned in between
the bars.
Unlike zoos, sanctuaries don’t
make an effort to breed their elephants. When the Toronto Zoo announced plans to send its elephants to the California sanctuary, the zoo lost its AZA accreditation. The zoo association objected
to the fact that the Toronto City
Council made the original decision to send the elephants to the
sanctuary, according to the Toronto Star, as opposed to zoo staff.
The zoo board, however, later voted to abide by the council’s decision. One council member called
the zoo association a “bully.”
The same week that Toronto
shipped off its elephants, Niabi
Zoo in Illinois shuttered its elephant program as well, sending its
two remaining females to the Little Rock Zoo.
Also last month, a task force assigned to determine the future of
the elephants at Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo released a report
calling for changes. One option,
the task force said, is to end the
current program as the elephants
age. The second option, and the
one recommended by a majority
of the task force, is to make the investments necessary to grow a
multi-generational herd capable
of breeding.
Recent upgrades undertaken
at other zoos nationally suggest
that second option could be costly.
In May 2010, the Dallas Zoo
opened a new “Giants of the Savanna” exhibit for its elephants at
a cost of $40 million, according to
the Dallas Morning News. As of
May, other animals were housed
in the same habitat, but a news release said that the elephants had
more than 4 acres to roam. The zoo
currently houses five female African elephants.
In March 2011, the Oklahoma
City Zoo opened a 9.5-acre elephant facility at a cost of $13 million, according to its website. In
the barn, the stalls have a sand surface; outdoors, three different
yards include pools and a waterfall. The facility can house up to
two bulls, four cows and possible

2000: Kala dies of EEHV
at Six Flags Marine
World in California.

Asha and Chandra

Chai is
sent to Dickerson Park
from Seattle for breeding.

the Third International
Elephant Research
Symposium.

Dickerson Park co-hosts

1999: USDA investi-

Elephants/Virus a challenge to programs
Continued from Page 1A

Moola,
Haji
the first
elephant in the world to
become pregnant
through artificial insemination, gives birth to
her second calf, Haji.

1998: Asha and Chandra are
transferred to
the Oklahoma City
Zoo.

1994: Moola is received from Milwaukee County Zoo.
1995: Connie gives birth
to a third calf, Asha.

closes the
case,
citing
insufficient
evidence.

species” — for its Asian
Elephant program.
The zoo successfully
treats an elephant
(Chandra) with EEHV
using famciclovir – the
first survival of its kind
in the world.

offspring.
The Denver Zoo, meanwhile,
opened a 10-acre, $50 million elephant facility in June 2012 designed to house eight to 12 elephants, according to the Denver
Post.
Dickerson Park, along with
many zoos, frequently finds itself
criticized by animal rights
groups. In the past, Californiabased In Defense of Animals targeted the zoo primarily for its connection to EEHV and a 2001 fine
levied by the USDA on the zoo.
But IDA is capable of doling out
some positive attention. Its 2010
“Ten Worst Zoos for Animals” list
also included a “Step in the Right
Direction” recognition for the
Dallas Zoo facility.
“Elephants are not suited to urban zoos, but Dallas has gone farther than any other to improve
welfare, and it will not add to the
number of elephants already living in inadequate conditions,” the
entry reads. “Dallas’ exhibit still
isn’t large enough for a species
with home ranges measuring hundreds of square miles, but its policies put it in a class of its own.”
Asked how smaller zoos with
smaller budgets might garner
similar praise, Nicole Meyer, director of IDA’s Elephant Protection Campaign, was blunt.
“If you have a smaller zoo that
lacks the funding … then they
shouldn’t be in the business of
housing elephants,” she said.

Looking toward the future
Chai, who left Dickerson Park
in 1999, would be the last female
elephant brought to the zoo for
breeding purposes — a fact
Crocker attributed to the use of artificial insemination, the lack of a
bull for a time and the addition of
breeding facilities at other zoos.
Today, neither of the zoo’s
females are of ideal breeding age,
he said, so in-house breeding efforts are also on hold, he said.
Dickerson Park says its facilities are in compliance with the
AZA’s next policy change — by
September 2014, all accredited
zoos will have to practice protected contact, a management style in
which there is nearly always a barrier between an elephant and any
people. Asked whether the zoo’s
current facilities will be adequate
in the long term, he said that “standards continue to evolve as we
learn more.”
“Providing the proper welfare
for the elephants is more than just
the space alone,” Crocker said.
“It’s the quality of the space; it’s
what kind of things that you have
in the space that provide enrichment for them.”
Any decisions about the future
of the zoo’s program would be
made with the AZA, Crocker said.
The association has “Species Survival Plans” for 580 different species, including elephants, Feldman said, that lay out a plan to
maintain or grow the populations.
In the case of African and Asian
elephants, the AZA knows the location and genetic make-up of all
elephants in its facilities, as well
as any familial relationships between them.
“We look at them all as one population,” Feldman said.
Feldman also said that the AZA
wants “to have as many institutions committed to elephants at
whatever level they can be” in the
future.
Crocker said he believes allowing individuals to see elephants in
zoos ultimately benefits those not
being held in captivity.
“Those kinds of experiences
have probably done a lot to further
interest and concern for their wild
counterparts.”

gates charges of alleged abuse of Vicki, a
34-year old elephant at
the zoo. The USDA

2001: The USDA files
charges against Dickerson Park, alleging
staff abused Chai in
1998. Officials don’t
admit guilt, but the zoo

pays a $2,000 fine to the
USDA and is required to
spend another $3,000
on a consultant who
reviews the program
and trains staff on
protected contact.

erson Park Zoo.
Nisha dies from EEHV.
2010: C.C. dies at an
estimated age of 61. At
the time of her death,
she was the fourtholdest elephant in an
AZA-accredited zoo
and among the 15
oldest in the Asian
elephant studbook for
North America. The
studbook includes
both males and
females.

2002: Big Mac dies at
the age of 38 of intestinal problems. The
bull sired 12 calves
during his time at the
Dickerson Park.
Sabu, a male, is received
from the Cincinnati Zoo.
Haji dies from EEHV.

Sabu

2004: Dickerson Park
opens an expansion of
the zoo that includes
new public viewing for
elephants (opened in
2005) and a cow barn.

2006: Moola gives
birth to third calf,
Nisha.

Oct 5, 2013: Connie is
euthanized after suffering from kidney
disease.

2007: Sabu returned to
Cincinnati Zoo. He sired
one calf while at Dick-

Oct 11, 2013: Patience
kills elephant manager
John Bradford.

Zoo inspected in wake of death
No non-compliant items
found, according to report
By Thomas Gounley
TGOUNLEY@NEWS-LEADER.COM

An Oct. 21 inspection of Dickerson Park Zoo operations by the
the U.S. Department of Agriculture last month found “no noncompliant items,” according to a
report released last week.
While prompted by the death
of elephant manager John Bradford earlier in the month, the inspection dealt solely with the
care and management of the
female elephant that killed him,
Patience. The agency regulates
zoos under the Animal Welfare
Act.
Prior to the report’s release,
USDA spokeswoman Tanya Espinosa said the agency would be
investigating whether the zoo
was fully compliant with regulations, such as those pertaining to
safety and training programs, at
the time of Bradford’s death.
“We look for things like, is the
area clean, is the chute in good
working condition, is there anything that could injure the animal which may then cause a negative reaction, etc.,” Espinosa
wrote in an email. “We also discuss handling methods with
staff as well as training and
background. We look at the
equipment used, to make sure
the elephants are moved and
handled in a humane manner. We
also visually examine the elephant involved and look for any
wounds or abnormal behavior.”
An online database lists USDA inspection reports for facil-

ities dating back three years.
Three previous reports for
Dickerson Park — one dated
Jan. 7, 2013 and two dated Nov. 1,
2011 — found zero non-compliances.
The Association of Zoos and
Aquariums has also requested a
report on Bradford’s death from
Dickerson Park Zoo on Oct. 22,
Senior Vice President of External Communications Steve Feldman said. Zoo spokeswoman Melinda Arnold said that report
can’t be issued until outside investigations are completed, and
the city’s investigation has not
been finalized.
Once the zoo association has
the report, Feldman said, a commission will determine whether
to request more information,
conduct an inspection or recommend changes at the zoo. The
commission can also decide that
it is satisfied with Dickerson
Park’s report and do none of
those.
Zoos can also request that the
zoo association do an investigation, Zoo Director Mike Crocker
said, but that would typically be
when circumstances around an
incident are somewhat unknown. Given the witnesses,
Crocker said, he doesn’t feel that
is necessary.
Crocker said Patience had
been unusually submissive in
the week between the death of
the zoo’s matriarch elephant
Connie and Bradford’s death.
“She would back into areas
that normally she would just
walk into head-first,” he said.
Oct. 11 wasn’t the first time an
elephant lashed out at a keeper
at Dickerson Park and caused in-

Patience has been kept away from
the viewing area at Dickerson Park
Zoo since the incident. VALERIE
MOSLEY/NEWS-LEADER

jury.
In 1977, Crocker said, the
zoo’s first elephant, C.C., injured
a zookeeper, requiring hospitalization. And in June 1993, according to News-Leader archives, a 21-year-old zookeeper
was hospitalized in serious condition after being attacked by
Suki, a female elephant.
In the case of the latter, the elephant keeper had just begun
handling elephants alone after
being in the position for several
months when Suki “threw him
against the wall with her head
and trunk and then tried to
stomp on him when he fell to the
ground,” a story at the time reports.
“Unfortunately, it’s one of the
things that happen in the elephant business,” Dickerson
Park’s spokesperson at the time
said.
Online data from the Occupational Safety and Health Administration indicates that there
have been 13 reports of injuries
involving elephants nationwide
since 1984, not including the Oc-

tober incident at Dickerson
Park. Of those,10 were fatal. The
most recent fatality was in January 2011 at the Knoxville Zoo.
A concern over handlers’
safety is a primary component
of the zoo industry’s move to
“protected contact,” a management style in which there is nearly always a barrier between an
elephant and any people, Crocker said. That contrasts with
“free contact,” in which animals
and people mingle more freely.
Historically, the latter has often
involved using items such as bull
hooks to keep elephants in line.
Dickerson Park Zoo began using protected contact in 2003 or
2004, Crocker said, eliminating
the use of bull hooks at the same
time. Still, a 2012 reaccreditation
report stated that “known aggressive elephants are, at times,
managed without barriers or restraints that may enhance
safety” at Dickerson Park. Zoo
spokesman Melinda Arnold has
said the situation was quickly
remedied.
AZA-accredited zoos aren’t
required to fully implement protective contact until September
2014, and the Dickerson Park
Zoo incident highlights the fact
that the change won’t completely safeguard elephant handlers.
“We’re telling our keepers,
please,
exercise
caution,”
Crocker said. “After an incident
like this, they’re being much
more cautious.”
“We work with a lot of dangerous wild animals, and we’re all
very well aware of their capabilities, and safety is a big part of
everything we do out there
around those animals.”

Group’s criticism revolves around virus, 2001 fine
By Thomas Gounley
TGOUNLEY@NEWS-LEADER.COM

HALL OF SHAME ENTRY

Every year, In Defense of Animals, a California-based animal
rights organization, releases a
list of the “Ten Worst Zoos for Elephants” to expose “the suffering endured by elephants in
zoos.”
Dickerson Park no longer
makes those lists. Instead, it’s
been permanently enshrined in
the organization’s “Hall of
Shame.”
The zoo’s entry makes note of
the fact that, in 2001, in response
to a complaint of abuse of Chai —
an elephant on loan from Seattle’s Woodland Park Zoo for
breeding purposes — Dickerson
Park paid a $2,000 fine to the USDA, according to News-Leader
archives. It also was required to
spend $3,000 to hire a consultant
to review its elephant program
and train staff on protected contact, a management style in
which there is nearly always a
barrier between an elephant and
any people.
The complaint was filed by
Virginia-based animal rights organization People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals, which
based it on the statements of two
people it identified only as
“whistle-blowers.” The complaint contended that Chai was
beaten with bull hooks and
pieces of wood for nearly 21
hours, three days after arriving
from Woodland Park.
Dickerson Park Zoo Director
Mike Crocker and a Woodland
Park official denied any abuse at
the time. Crocker told the NewsLeader in 2001that the complaint
was referring to a five-minute
discipline session that took place
after Chai knocked head elephant keeper Jeff Glazier to the
ground twice.

In Defense of Animals states that its Hall of Shame is “a special honor reserved for the worst repeat offenders that have made little or no
progress improving conditions for elephants.” It currently comprises
Topeka Zoo, San Antonio Zoo, Los Angeles Zoo, Woodland Park Zoo, El
Paso Zoo, St. Louis Zoo, Six Flags Discovery Kingdom and Dickerson Park
Zoo.
The entry for Dickerson Park, inducted in 2008, reads:
“This zoo has a terrible record with elephants. Of 10 elephants born
at the zoo, only two are alive today. Five calves were stricken with the
highly fatal elephant herpesvirus, with all but one dying from the deadly infection. Despite being a herpesvirus ‘hotspot,’ the zoo continued its
breeding program for years, often transporting female elephants to
and from other zoos and circuses. Only after the death of 16-month-old
Nisha in December 2007 did the Dickerson Park Zoo put a temporary
hold on elephant breeding. Meanwhile the four adult female Asian
elephants at this zoo languish in a cramped one-acre exhibit and concrete-floored barn. Dickerson earns additional Hall of Shame stripes for
its 2001 beating of the elephant named Chai, who lost 1000 pounds, and
a history of painful foot problems, psychological problems, aggression
and premature deaths that have plagued its elephants over the years.
Update: The Dickerson Park Zoo is a known ‘hot spot’ for the deadly
elephant herpes virus; now you can add tuberculosis to the diseases
found there. In January 2010, 60-year-old “Ol’ CC” was prescribed nine
months of quarantined treatment for the disease, which is found in
elephants in zoos and circuses. In July Ol’ CC fell and injured her back,
possibly due to the anti-tuberculocidal medications. She died three
weeks later, in August.”

The Wall of Shame entry also
notes Dickerson Park’s history
with elephant endotheliotropic
herpesvirus.
“Despite being a herpesvirus
‘hotspot,’ the zoo continued its
breeding program for years, often transporting female elephants to and from other zoos
and circuses,” the entry reads.
A 2007 report by In Defense
of Animals cites a study published in the scientific journal
Zoo Biology in 2001, which
warned of “substantial risks” for
transmission of EEHV by transferring elephants between institutions. The report, which also
singled out the Houston Zoo and
Rosamond Gifford Zoo in New
York as EEHV hot spots, called

for “an immediate halt to the
breeding of Asian elephants and
a severe restriction on Asian elephant transfers between facilities.”
That halt never occurred. Gary S. Hayward, a co-discoverer
of EEHV, downplays any risk
from transfers.
“Not a single instance has
been found where a particular
strain of EEHV1 has been transmitted between two different elephant housing facilities, although several examples of two
animals at the same facility being infected with an identical
strain have been documented,”
Hayward writes on a website
launched following the Annual
International EEHV Workshop

in 2011.
A May 1998 document obtained by the Seattle Times regarding the transport of Chai,
however, indicates that she was
sent to Dickerson Park with the
belief that “it’s possible that Chai
could bring the virus back into
our collection.” The zoo decided
that the chance of obtaining a baby elephant outweighed that
risk.
Hayward also challenges the
notion that EEHV is linked to
captivity, writing that it is “naturally occurring in both captive
and wild populations.”
Crocker echoed those points,
saying he doesn’t feel EEHV occurrence is a reflection of Dickerson Park’s elephant program.
“We know more about it in
zoos because we’re able to study
it more closely in zoos,” he said.
Whatever issues animal
rights groups choose to focus on,
Crocker said — whether it is
EEHV, the space that elephants
have in zoos, the amount of exercise they get or something else
— they’re really only interested
in one thing.
“Their goals is to get them out
of zoos and get them out of circuses,” he said. “They just don’t
believe that zoos can provide
properly for elephants.”
Nicole Meyer, director of In
Defense of Animals’ Elephant
Protection Campaign, said the
organization feels that elephants
are “poorly suited for captivity,”
but, in the case of those already
in zoos or circuses, advocates for
what it considers more humane
conditions, typically placing
them in sanctuaries.
“It is grossly irresponsible
for any zoo with a history of
EEHV to continue attempting to
breed elephants, putting more
vulnerable elephants at risk for
contracting the virus,” she said.

