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EXCLUSIVE

Co Antrim escorts speak out on law change

In a Northern Ireland media first, escorts working in County Antrim speak to County Antrim Post reporter Andrew Coffman Smith about proposed changes to prostitution
laws, the media’s portrayal of them and the real story behind human- trafficking
Sex sells but if NI peer Lord
Morrow has his way, it will be
illegal to buy in Northern Ireland.
As part of his bill to stop human
trafficking and forced labour,
the DUP MLA for Fermanagh and South Tyrone seeks to
criminalise the purchasing of
all sex – voluntary or not – by
making the client the offender.
Similar legislation is being considered in the Republic and
Scotland as well.
Equating prostitution with slavery and lobbying for its abolition has been the latest cause to
be taken up by politicians and
the media alike.
Currently in the UK and the
Republic the selling and purchasing of sex between individuals is legal while kerb-walking,
public solicitation, pimping and
brothel keeping remain illegal.
Many anti-trafficking activists and politicians insist there
is no such thing as voluntary
prostitution and claim to speak
on behalf of these “sexually exploited victims” in calling for an
end to their profession.
These women (and men) who
would be most affected by the
passing of Morrow’s bill have
yet to have their voices heard in
the Northern Irish media until
now. As the following shows,
they clearly can speak for themselves and also have ideas of
their own on how to combat
real forced labour.
“I am not trafficked. This is my
life choice,” said Davina, an
English escort who works in
Belfast and Derry; and has put
her daughter through university as a result. “I’m doing it for
Continues from page 1...

Ballymena based building
firm Patton’s revealed last
Tuesday they were entering
into administration after suffering “extremely challenging
trading conditions”.
Fears of a ‘domino effect’ are
mounting as a number of
subcontractors used by the
failed construction giant fear
they may not regain money
owed to them by the firm.
Although the firm went into
administration on 6 November, a spokesperson for the
company said it will continue
to trade while the newly appointed administrator, Tom
Keenan of Keenan CF, decides its future.
On Friday, workers were reportedly being told in groups
of 25 that they were being
made redundant. Some 200
staff are expected to be told
they have been laid off.
Meanwhile, one local company said they are owed almost
£1million from the Ballymena firm.
Gordon Best, Regional Director of the Quarry Products Association NI, said that

the income and because it was
something I thought I could do
well and the hours would fit in
with my life.”
She finds the vilifying and victimising of escorts amusing
as those who attack her in the
press are often her clients.
“I see a lot of different people.
I see the police, barristers and
politicians,” she said.
“Some of the people who are involved in the legislation and the
activist groups… come to see
girls like us. They’re our clients.
It’s widespread.”
“It seems to me in a way that
women have seized upon it [opposing prostitution] and that
the men have to sort of agree
with them and be seen doing
something about it because lots
of men are coming to see me
anyways who are involved [in
the movement to criminalise
the purchasing of sex].”
As for Morrow’s bill, she believes even the threat of a criminal record will not deter those
who already pay a lot less to be
with a possibly trafficked victim
and will instead just reduce the
trade of escorts. She can still see
a bright side to the criminalisation of the purchasing of sex
as it could force the work environment to become safer for
escorts.
“We wouldn’t be seeing strangers. I think men would refer
us through a referral system
so that we only see clients that
we know or would have been
recommended by other girls,”
Davina said.
Laura Lee, as she is known, is
an online blogger and active
sex workers’ advocate. Origismaller companies may not
survive if they do not get their
money for their work.
He said: “The unfortunate
thing about the Patton administration is that it is not just a
tragedy for Patton’s and the
workers but it is a tragedy for
the whole of the Northern Ireland construction industry.
“There are a lot of subcontractors and suppliers who were
working with Patton’s for a
number of private and public
sector clients. The reality is
those suppliers of sand, stone,
concrete and road materials

nally from the Republic and
currently living in Scotland, her
work as an independent escort
routinely brings her to Belfast.
At the moment, clients can discretely seek out escorts online
or through magazine advertisements found in newsagent
shops. However if Lord Morwill not get their money.”
John Armstrong of the Construction Employers Federation said he believed that Stormont ministers should invest
more money in “capital infrastructure projects” to assist the
construction sector.
He maintains that construction output had decreased by
£1 billion in the North over the
past five years, with the loss of
thousands of jobs.
See pages 40 & 41 for a special
feature on the difficulties facing the Co Antrim construction industry.
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row’s bill becomes law, Laura
believes the already secretive
industry would be forced further underground and worse,
would make it harder to reach
trafficked and forced victims.
“In the vast majority of cases
where there are trafficked victims, the only people who ac-

tually see those women are the
clients. So surely to push those
clients further away will create
further distrust between police
and clients will completely go
against the grain of what they
are trying to achieve.”
Laura instead recommends police should open and maintain
friendly communication with
both escorts and clients so that
suspected cases of trafficking
and forced prostitution can be
reported.
As for proposed anti-trafficking
legislation in Ireland and Scotland, she said, “It’s got nothing
to do with trafficking. This a
moral issue and really what it
comes down to is the abolition
of prostitution – pure and simple. They don’t want us to work.
They don’t want adults to enjoy paid, consensual sex. That’s
what is at the heart of it.”
“I have met a lot of the ladies
that work on the ‘touring circuit,’ as we call it. It is a very far
cry from the picture they try
to paint. Look nobody denies
trafficking does take place but
it is a very low extent. The vast
majority of the sex workers are
perfectly healthy women who
are just paying their bills.”
“I really don’t think the media’s
portrayal of the stereotypical
pimped out, beaten up, drugaddicted, coerced woman is going to do anybody any favors,”
Laura said.
“The reality is that we know
from studies, actually only between five and 20 percent of
all sex work takes place on the
street.”
“I have worked in everything
from five star apartments to

what would be reasonably described as a chicken coop,” Laura said. “In 17 years of sex work,
I only felt in fear of my life once
and that was when I worked for
a bank and got caught up in an
armed raid.”
Another vocal escort is Rachel,
a Romanian who mainly works
in the south.
As she lives with another
woman for safety, the police
could charge her with brothel
keeping. The only way to avoid
the charge and fine along with
having her laptop, money and
phone confiscated would be to
declare herself “trafficked,” she
said.
She said it will be absurd to
enforce the criminalisation of
prostitution as police wouldn’t
have enough resources. If they
did, not only would it take the
complete invasion of an escort’s
privacy to determine she sells
sex but it would not stop the
real criminals – the traffickers. She also said escorts and
clients should be able to report
to police of suspected cases of
trafficking without fearing of
ill-treatment or arrest.
As for her escorting, she said,
“It should not be the state’s concern to tell me who I can sleep
with and if I can charge or not.
It is no one’s business what I do
with my body, with my life and
my choice of work.”
“The escorts will still be here.
We will not disappear,” Rachel
said. “If our work has to be
quiet, we will be quiet but I still
would have my regulars and I
will make money from them.
I’m not going anywhere. I’m going to still be here.”

CALL OUR HOTLINE

BUY YOUR
WINDOWS
AND DOORS
FROM

SPECIAL
OFFER
available for
limited period on
PVCu Windows &
Doors

ASHGROVE

FREE
upgrade to Argon
Gas Double
Glazed Units on
all immediate Full
House Orders

SPECIAL
OFFER
on
Conservatories/
Sunrooms during
October

131 CRANKILL ROAD, BALLYMENA
www.ashgrovecentre.com

