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MIDDLETOWN
LOST ‘ICON’
Mike Davis wanted 
to protect children.
LOCAL/C1

HOMES, CARS 
VANDALIZED
Rocks thrown 
through windows.
LOCAL/C1

LOCAL & STATE
Lawsuit: Miami at 
fault in sex assault
A Cincinnati woman has 
filed suit claiming her sexual 
assault could have been pre-
vented if the university had 
expelled her alleged attack-
er after an investigation into 
prior offenses, C1

» Mason: Three people were 
injured and seven forced from 
their homes by a fire and ex-
plosion in a mobile home, C1

» Air Force trial: A jury found 
Lt. Col. Jeffrey Krusinski, a 
Fairfield native, not guilty of 
assault and battery, C2

NATION & WORLD
House won’t discuss 
immigration bill
Speaker John Boehner said 
the House will not hold 
formal talks on the Senate’s 
bill, effectively killing any 
bill this year, A3

» Air Force: The service has 
decided it must “add more vig-
or” to its screening of candi-
dates for nuclear command, A2

» Obesity: New guidelines 
urge physicians to be aggres-
sive about helping patients 
drop those extra pounds, A3

» Typhoon Haiyan: Pan-
ic spread across the disaster 
zone and residents were re-
sorting to increasingly desper-
ate measures to stay alive, A4

BUSINESS
Hamilton pizza shop 
closes its doors
Pappa Luigi’s, a downtown 
pizzeria, served its last cus-
tomer; the owner has no 
plans to reopen, A6

» Cincinnati: Saks Fifth 
Avenue has signed a letter 
of intent to relocate its 
downtown Cincinnati store 
to Kenwood by 2016, A6

» Housing crisis: Area lend-
ers initiated dozens more fore-
closures last month as they at-
tempted to take advantage of 
strong demand for homes, A6

LIFE
Pyramid lights 
to shine Nov. 22
With over a million lights on 
display, First Financial Holi-
day Lights at Pyramid Hill is 
set to open next Friday, D1

Liberty Twp. 
couple charged for 
abandoning son
An arrest warrant was issued 
Wednesday for parents who 
gave their adopted 9-year-
old son back to Butler Coun-
ty Children  Services after 
raising him since he was 3 
months old. The couple fac-
es six months in jail and a 
$1,000 fine if they are found 
guilty of nonsupport, C1
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CONTINUING COVERAGE

By Ann Sanner
Associated Press

COLUMBUS — Low-income 
Ohioans who are newly 
eligible for Medicaid under an 
expansion of the program can 
sign up for health coverage 
beginning Dec. 9, state officials 
said Wednesday.

Officials estimate roughly 
366,000 Ohioans may qualify 
for the expanded coverage, 
including those who tried to 
enroll earlier but discovered 
they didn’t qualify under 
current Medicaid rules.

Gov. John Kasich’s 
administration moved forward 
last month to extend the 
federal-state health program 
for the poor and disabled. 

But it was unclear until now 
when people could enroll. 
Coverage begins Jan. 1.

The federal health care 

law expanded Medicaid to 
those with incomes up to 
138 percent of the federal 
poverty level — $15,856 for 
an individual or $32,499 
for a family of four. Its main 
beneficiaries are expected to 
be low-income adults with no 
children living at home.

Expanded Medicaid 
signups begin Dec. 9
About 366,000 newly 
eligible Ohioans may 
qualify for coverage.  

Medicaid continued on A8

Ohio Gov. John Kasich’s admin-
istration moved forward last 
month to extend the federal-
state health program for the 
poor and disabled. AP 

By Michael D. Pitman
Staff Writer

BUTLER COUNTY — The May 
2014 primary election is al-
ready shaping up to be one 
of the most contested Butler 
County primaries in recent 
years with three competitive 
countywide races, two state 
representative races and a 
congressional race.

Whether the “anti-incum-
bent sentiment” shown a 
week ago by county voters 
at the polls will spill over in-
to the May primary is any-
one’s guess. But what is clear 
is that voters will have anoth-
er chance to make significant 
changes to local government 
should they choose it.

Since 2006 there has 
been at least one contested 
GOP primary election for a 
countywide office, the most 
notable a six-person field in 
2010 where Cindy Carpenter 

House Speaker 
John Boehner 
has 3 challengers.

Petitions have been 
pulled for several races.

May primary shaping 
up to be competitive

Primary continued on A8

COMPLETE COVERAGE ELECTION 2014

Speaker of the House John 
Boehner has three announced 
challengers in the May primary.

Eric Gurr of West Chester Twp. 
plans to run against Speaker of 
the House John Boehner.

Matthew Trisler of Tipp City 
plans to run against Speaker of 
the House John Boehner.

J.D. Winteregg of Troy plans 
to run against Speaker of the 
House John Boehner,.

Infant 
death 
data 
studied

By Hannah Poturalski
Staff Writer

HAMILTON — New data pin-
pointing the main causes of 
Butler County’s infant deaths 
will allow the county’s public 
agencies to prioritize their lim-
ited resources and help those 
most in need.

Butler County is one of nine 
urban areas being represent-
ed in the Ohio Equity Institute 
— a partnership between the 
Ohio Department of Health 
and CityMatCH — with the goal 
of reducing Ohio’s ranking of 
49th in the nation for a high 
infant mortality rate, only be-
hind Indiana.

The majority of Butler 
County’s infant deaths are 
caused by prematurity and 
sleep-related deaths, accord-
ing to data released Tuesday 
during the monthly meeting of 
the Butler County Partnership 
to Reduce Infant Mortality. 

Agencies start efforts 
to reduce county’s  
mortality rate.

HEALTH CARE

Infants continued on A8

Reforms 
urged for 
traffic cams
Red light and speed 
camera supporters 
on Wednesday urged 
state lawmakers against 
passing a bill that would 
ban the cameras in 
Ohio, and Sen. Kevin 
Bacon, R-Columbus, 
said he plans to 
introduce legislation to 
regulate camera use. B1

NEW DETAILS

Ohio legislators are consider-
ing a ban on red light and speed 
cameras. GARY STELZER / STAFF

1,150 in 
Ohio get 
health 
plans
 

By Randy Tucker
Staff Writer

During the first month of 
open enrollment, 106,185 
Americans — including 1,150 
Ohio residents — signed up 
for private health insurance 
through federal and state-run 
online insurance marketplac-
es created by the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care 
Act, the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
reported Wednesday.

The national enrollment fig-
ure — which included premi-
um-paying policyholders and 
those who had enrolled but 
not activated their policies — 
was significantly lower than 
the 500,000 consumers who 

National numbers fall 
400,000 short of White 
House expectations.

HEALTH CARE

Health plans continued on A5
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Some residents 
previously tried to get 
health insurance and 
discovered they didn’t 
qualify under current 
Medicaid rules and didn’t 
earn what would qualify 
them for tax subsidies 
to purchase insurance 
in the new insurance 
marketplace. That led 
groups such as the Ohio 
Association of Foodbanks 
to collect the names and 
numbers of prospective 
enrollees, so they could 
be reminded to apply 

when the state was ready 
to start signing people 
up.

So far, more than 
1,250 people are on a 
call-back list assembled 
by the food bank group 
and its partners, said 
Lisa Hamler-Fugitt, 
executive director of 
the association. Her 
organization is among 
a consortium of groups 
that is walking people 
through the new 
marketplaces, also 
known as exchanges.

At the county offices 
where many low-income 
residents apply for food 
stamps, cash assistance 

and other social services, 
workers are encouraging 
those who could be 
newly eligible under 
Medicaid expansion to 
reapply to the program, 
said Joel Potts, executive 
director of the Ohio Job 
and Family Services 
county directors’ 
association.

“People are in a 
strange limbo,” Potts 
said. “Until we get it up 
and running, there’s 
nothing we can do.”

He said the offices are 
bracing for the newly 
eligible to sign up in 
waves.

“Healthy people don’t 

rush to sign up for health 
care,” he said. “I do think 
we will see a significant 
uptake, but I don’t think 
you’re going to see beat-
ing the doors down.”

The Supreme Court 
gave states the right to 
opt out of the expansion, 
which is fully financed 
by Washington for the 
first three years, gradu-
ally phasing down to a 
90 percent federal share. 
Ohio is one of 25 states 
and the District of Co-
lumbia that have decided 
to go with the expanded 
Medicaid program.

The Kasich 
administration got 

authority to spend the 
federal money on the 
extended Medicaid 
program through a 
powerful legislative panel 
on Oct. 21, bypassing the 
full legislature.

Greg Moody, 
the director of the 
Governor’s Office of 
Health Transformation, 
said he believed people 
would have enough time 
to get enrolled before 
coverage begins in the 
new year.

The state picked the 
date to allow county 
workers to be trained, 
to test the state’s 
system and to ensure 

its connections with 
the federal system are 
working properly, he 
said. The goal is for most 
Medicaid applications 
to be completed online, 
though county case 
managers will likely have 
to resolve many cases at 
the beginning.

The state is also relying 
on consumer advocates 
and health plans to 
spread the word that 
people can start signing 
up.

“For folks who are 
eligible, we are doing 
everything we can to help 
them find their way to 
coverage,” Moody said.

Medicaid
continued from A1

upset a sitting Butler 
County commissioner 
seeking re-election. 
In the upcoming May 
2014 primary, two 
countywide races — for 
that same commissioner 
seat currently held by 
Carpenter and the county 
auditor’s seat held by 
Roger Reynolds — are 
expected to competitive.

And this is good for the 
electoral process, said 
Candice Keller, an exec-
utive committee mem-
ber with the Middletown 
Area Republican Club. 
She said the primary sea-
son is a chance for voters 
to decide on their can-
didate, but that process 
could hamper some vot-
ers when endorsements 
start being handed out. 
Whether it’s by a political 
party or some other orga-
nization, she said many 
voters purely rely on 
those endorsements in-
stead of educating one’s 
self.

“I believe educated 
voters don’t always need 
the endorsement,” Keller 
said. “I just appreciate 
the individual candidates 
coming out and prov-
ing themselves to peo-
ple. Sometimes endorse-
ments stop really good 
people coming out from 
running because they 
know it is hard to achieve 
the endorsement.”

Carpenter is expected 

to receive a challenge by 
George Nafziger of West 
Chester Twp. and Julie 
Holmes of Middletown, 
and Reynolds is set to be 
challenged by Fairfield 
Vice Mayor Terry Senger. 
And with the retirement 
of Common Pleas Court 
Judge Michael Sage, it’s 
anticipated by some in 
the party that a few Re-

publicans will jockey for 
that judgeship and the 
party’s endorsement. As 
of Tuesday, no one has 
pulled petitions seeking 
the seat on the common 
pleas bench.

“There are a number of 
attorneys in Butler Coun-
ty that will vie for that 
seat,” said Joe Schwarz, a 
central committee mem-

ber of the GOP. “I would 
say it’s definitely going to 
be contested.”

Schwarz said it’s “hard 
to tell” if there will be 
any spillover from the 
November general elec-
tion into the May primary 
of anti-incumbent senti-
ment — but he doubts it.

“I think the electorate 
is a great more deal intel-
ligent than a lot of people 
give them credit for,” he 
said. “As they go through 
the list, those who have 
done a diligent job in try-
ing to represent the pub-
lic’s best interest in the 
ultimate end will win out. 
The public will recognize 
that.”

Ohio Rep. Wes Reth-
erford, R-Hamilton, is 
wrapping up his first year 
in his first two-year term 
representing Ohio’s 51st 
House District. He’s ex-
pected to see a challenge 
by former state represen-
tative and county com-
missioner Greg Jolivette. 
Jolivette — who attempt-
ed to run for the seat in 
2012 but withdrew fol-
lowing problems that sur-
faced about his petitions 
for office — had repre-
sented the district when 
it was the 54th House Dis-
trict nearly a decade ago.

Embattled State Rep. 
Pete Beck, R-Mason — 
who represents half of 
Warren County and a 
piece of Butler County in 
Middletown — has an an-
nounced challenger in 
fellow Mason resident 
Mary Jo Kubicki, though 

petitions by either candi-
date have not been pulled 
in that race, according to 
the Warren County Board 
of Elections.

U.S. Speaker of the 
House John Boehner, who 
represents the 8th Con-
gressional District, has 
three announced chal-
lengers: Eric Gurr of West 
Chester Twp., Matthew 
Trisler of Tipp City and 
J.D. Winteregg of Troy. 
None have pulled pe-
titions with the Butler 
County Board of Election.

Butler County Demo-
cratic Party spokesman 
David Spurrier said the 
county’s Democratic Par-
ty is “working uphill” in 
the predominately red 
county because, agreeing 
with Keller, many voters 
typically support the par-
ty’s candidate.

“It’s overcoming the 
Republican vote that just 
comes automatically be-
cause that’s what they’ve 
always done, and to open 
the eyes of those voters 
and citizens to say, ‘What 
have they done? What has 
one party rule done for 
you?’ ” he said.

The last time a GOP can-
didate received the en-
dorsement and did not 
win in the primary was 
in 2006. Reynolds won 
the party’s endorsement 
for Butler County Audi-
tor but lost out to incum-
bent Kay Rogers. After 
Rogers left office in the 
midst of the Dynus scan-
dal, Reynolds was ap-
pointed in April 2008 and 

won election that Novem-
ber. Before that, the par-
ty endorsed former U.S. 
Rep. Tom Kindness for the 
8th Congressional District 
over then-State Rep. John 
Boehner. Kindness had 
served in Congress from 
1975 to 1987, and the par-
ty was searching for famil-
iarity after former 8th Dis-
trict Congressman Buz 
Lukens resigned in dis-
grace in October 1990.

Boehner went on to 
win that primary race and 
hasn’t lost a bid for the 
seat since.

Spurrier said the antic-
ipated challenges in the 
GOP primary “is indica-
tive of the struggles the 
Republicans have had” 
with its finances and “in-
ner-party turf wars.”

“It reflects the divide of 
the national Republican 
Party,” he said.

Spurrier said the coun-
ty’s Democratic Party is 
“working uphill” in the 
predominately red coun-
ty because, agreeing with 
Keller, many voters typi-
cally support the party’s 
candidate.

“It’s overcoming the 
Republican vote that just 
comes automatically be-
cause that’s what they’ve 
always done, and to open 
the eyes of those voters 
and citizens to say, ‘What 
have they done? What has 
one party rule done for 
you?’ ” he said.

Contact this reporter at 513-
820-2175 or email Michael.
Pitman@coxinc.com.

Primary
continued from A1

MAY 2014 GOP PRIMARY
Petitions for several races in the May 2014 Republican 
Primary have been pulled, including for the county 
commission and auditor races. Petitions must be filed by 
4 p.m. Feb. 5, which is 90 days before the May 6 primary 
election. Here are the races that affect Butler County and 
who’s considering runs against the incumbents in the race:

Ohio’s 8th Congressional District
Rep. John Boehner, who is also Speaker of the House, is 
expected to be challenged by Eric Gurr, of West Chester 
Twp., Matthew Trisler, of Tipp City, and J.D. Winteregg of 
Troy. No one has pulled petitions for this race.

Butler County Commission
Commissioner Cindy Capenter is expected to be 
challenged by George Nafziger, of West Chester Twp., and 
Julie Holmes, of Middletown.

Butler Auditor
Auditor Roger Reynolds is expected to be challenged by 
Fairfield Vice Mayor Terry Senger. Senger pulled petitions 
in July.

Ohio’s 51st House District
State Rep. Wes Retherford is expected to be challenged 
by longtime Butler County politician Greg Jolivette. Both 
Retherford and Jolivette have pulled petitions for the 
office.

Ohio’s 54th House District
State Rep. Pete Beck is expected to be challenged by 
political newcomer Mary Jo Kubicki, of Mason. No one has 
pulled petitions in this race.

The analysis was complet-
ed by CityMatCH, a na-
tional organization with 
expertise in maternal and 
child health.

CityMatCH examined 
Butler County’s 171 in-
fant deaths from 2006 
to 2010, and conduct-
ed a statistical analysis 
based on when the babies 
died during their life cy-
cles and what caused the 
death, according to Jen-
ny Bailer, director of nurs-
ing at the Butler County 
Health Department. In-
fant deaths are those chil-
dren who die before their 
first birthday.

“Infant death data is 
complex; it just isn’t sim-
ple to look at this,” said 
Bailer. “This gives us a 
way to simplify things.”

The infant deaths were 
categorized depending on 
the baby’s weight and age 
at death into four catego-
ries — maternal health/
prematurity (babies born 
the earliest); maternal 
care (how mother was 
cared for in hospital); 
newborn care (how baby 
was cared for in hospital); 
and infant health (deaths 

of older babies due to 
sudden infant death syn-
drome or other accidental 
causes).

Bailer said the two most 
common causes of death 
for infants in Butler Coun-
ty were prematurity and 
sleep-related deaths.

The cause of death in 85 
percent of the black infant 
deaths in the maternal 

health/prematurity cate-
gory were due to very low 
birth weight. In the infant 
health category, 70 per-
cent of the black deaths 
were sleep-related.

Those percentag-
es are different for the 
white population in But-
ler County. About 50 per-
cent of the white deaths 
in the maternal health/
prematurity category 
were due to very low birth 
weight; while more than 
90 percent of the white 
deaths related in infant 
health were sleep-related.

“In our black communi-
ty, we have a lot of deaths 
that fall into the prema-
turity time period; a lot 
of black babies are born 
too soon, too small,” Bail-
er said. “We are following 
the trends of the rest of 
the country.”

Bailer said from the da-
ta analysis, the county’s 

public agencies — such as 
Butler County WIC (Wom-
en, Infants and Children) 
and the High Hopes pro-
gram — will now be able 
to prioritize resources to 
help those in need.

“... because we give our 
resources to the groups 
that need it the most, our 
efforts are mainly geared 
toward black babies at 
this point,” Bailer said.

Lonnie Tucker, of West 
Chester Twp., said he at-
tended the Tuesday ses-
sion as a representative 
of the Lakota Commu-
nity Leadership Adviso-
ry Council. Tucker said 
he believes it’s crucial to 
place education at the 
center of this issue.

“For me it’s about in-
clusion, sharing, and be-
ing at the table to share 
experiences so we can all 
wrap our heads around 
it,” Tucker said. “Peo-

ple have to come togeth-
er, understand each oth-
er, their cultures, their 
beliefs, and you make that 
an inclusive factor in the 
discussion.”

Tone McCoy-Blaine, of 
Hamilton, said she has 
three friends who have all 
lost infants before their 
first birthdays. She said 
there’s a lack of knowl-
edge of the topic and 
causes of death because 
people don’t speak out 
about their own experi-
ences.

“This is a touchy sub-
ject for a lot of peo-
ple,” McCoy-Blaine said. 
“I think it’s a thing of 
shame. They’re afraid to 
talk about it. They think 
they’re dealing with it but 
they’re not.”

Contact this reporter at 513-
820-2179 or email Hannah.
Poturalski@coxinc.com.

Infants
continued from A1

BUTLER COUNTY INFANT DEATHS, 
2006 TO 2010 
■ 85 percent of black deaths related to maternal health/
prematurity were due to very low birth weight
■ 70 percent of black deaths related to infant health were 
due to sleep-related deaths
■ 50 percent of white deaths related to maternal health/
prematurity were due to very low birth weight
■ 92 percent of white deaths related to infant health were 
due to sleep-related deaths

Source: Butler County Partnership to Reduce Infant 
Mortality

By Oskar Garcia
Associated Press

HONOLULU  — Hawaii Gov. 
Neil Abercrombie signed 
a bill Wednesday legaliz-
ing gay marriage in the 
state that kicked off a na-
tional discussion of the is-
sue more than two de-
cades ago.

Now, the island chain 
is positioning itself for a 
bump in tourism as peo-
ple take advantage of the 
new law and the state pro-
vides another example of 
how differently marriage 
is viewed in the nation.

“In Hawaii, we believe 
in fairness, justice and hu-
man equality,” Abercrom-

bie said Tuesday after the 
state Senate passed the 
gay marriage bill. “Today, 
we celebrate our diversity 
defining us rather than di-
viding us.”

Hawaii’s gay marriage 
debate began in 1990 
when two women applied 
for a marriage license, 
leading to a court bat-

tle and a 1993 Hawaii Su-
preme Court decision that 
said their rights to equal 
protection were violated 
by not letting them marry.

That helped lead Con-
gress to pass the feder-
al Defense of Marriage Act 
in 1996, part of which was 
struck down earlier this 
year by the U.S. Supreme 

Court.
The decision led Aber-

crombie to call a special 
session that produced Ha-
waii’s gay marriage law.

Abercrombie signed the 
measure at an invitation-
only ceremony at the Ha-
waii Convention Center, 
near the tourism hub of 
Waikiki.

The law allows gay cou-
ples living in Hawaii and 
tourists to marry in the 
state starting Dec. 2. An-
other 14 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia already 
allow same-sex marriage. 
A bill is awaiting the gover-
nor’s signature in Illinois.

President Barack 
Obama praised passage 
of the Hawaii bill, saying 
the affirmation of freedom 
and equality makes the 
country stronger.

Senators passed the 

measure 19-4 with two 
lawmakers excused.

Rep. Bob McDermott, a 
House lawmaker who filed 
a lawsuit to derail the spe-
cial session, promised a 
new challenge after Aber-
crombie signed the bill. A 
judge said he would take 
up the case only after the 
law was fully passed.

An estimate from a Uni-
versity of Hawaii research-
er says gay marriage will 
boost tourism by $217 mil-
lion over the next three 
years, as Hawaii becomes a 
destination for couples in 
other states, boosting cer-
emonies, receptions and 
honeymoons in the islands.

The bump is expected 
to level out as early trips 
decrease and possibly 
more states legalize gay 
marriage.

“We do know from 

lots of other states, if 
they don’t live in a state 
with marriage equali-
ty, they will travel,” said 
Lee Badgett, an econom-
ics professor at Universi-
ty of Massachusetts-Am-
herst and senior scholar 
at UCLA’s Williams Insti-
tute, a think-tank that con-
ducts law and public poli-
cy research on sexual ori-
entation and gender iden-
tity issues. “It’s a reason-
able expectation people 
will want to go to Hawaii. 
It’s a big wedding destina-
tion spot.”

But Badgett said Hawaii 
has competition from oth-
er states where gays can 
marry: “Some of them are 
making a play for same-
sex couples very deliber-
ately. ... That’s totally new 
spending, and that’s great 
for the economy.”

Hawaii legalizes gay marriage 
State sees boost for 
tourism; president 
praises new law.

(From left) Deborah Cohn, Carolyn Golujuch, Michele Golu-
juch and Danny Robinson celebrate after Hawaii Gov. Neil 
Abercrombie signed Senate Bill 1. HUGH GENTRY / REUTERS
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