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Veterans 
invited to 
manufacturing 
job fair. B5

By Ed Richter
and Rick McCrabb
Staff Writer

MIDDLETOWN — The mourners 
for retired Officer Mike Davis 
talked of integrity, honor and 

compassion and of a man who 
loved his family, his communi-
ty, his job and the children of 
Middletown.

Davis, who died Wednesday, 
was described by the Rev. La-
mar Farrell, lead police chap-
lain, as an exemplary officer. 
Farrell, via a video message, 
said he was always encouraged 
by the leadership his friend 
provided at Safety Town.

“He fought the good fight 
and now he’s in the real Safety 
Town,” Farrell said.

Chief David VanArsdale said 

Davis was also an avid motor-
cyclist and a great cop.

“He wasn’t a street cop,” 
VanArsdale said. “He was a 
motorcycle cop.”

“Kids thought Davis was 
‘cool,’” VanArsdale said. 
“That’s his legacy.”

Ernest Howard, a retired 
Middletown police major and 
former Monroe police chief, 
recounted how he and Davis 
enjoyed playing golf, traveling 
and riding motorcycles.

Middletown bids good cop farewell
Mike Davis left legacy 
of service to the city.

Family, friends recall 
school resource, 
motorcycle duties.
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MIDDLETOWN

Mike Davis, the Middletown Division of Police veteran who left a legacy 
of protecting children, is buried Saturday at Woodside Cemetery in 
Middletown. Some 250 people attended his funeral. CHRIS STEWART / STAFF

Sensory 
play 
areas are 
‘priceless’
MIDDLETOWN  — It’s called a 
“sensory play area,” which 
makes it sound like a high-tech 
gadget.

Instead, the learning device 
resembles a simple contrap-
tion made out of PVC pipe, 
Plexiglas, pegboard and uten-
sils that could have been left 
over from a garage sale.

But when the play area was 
pulled out from a classroom 
wall at Amanda Elementa-
ry School in Middletown, and 
placed over Anna Stuck, who 
was lying on the floor, she sud-
denly came to life.

After Anna, 5, was born at 
Atrium Medical Center in Mid-
dletown, her heart stopped for 
about 17 minutes, her mother 
said. She suffered severe brain 
damage that left her legally 
blind and profoundly deaf.

But really, Anna is no dif-
ferent than any student who 
likes to play and learn. She 
reaches for a string of measur-
ing spoons that hang from the 
Plexiglas top. Then to a plas-
tic plate.

“Don’t you just want to 
know what is going through 
that little mind?” asked Jessica 
Chandler, who teaches the 16 
students with visual disabili-
ties in the Middletown district. 

McCrabb continued on B4

City to 
focus on 
a Sense 
of Place 

By Ed Richter
Staff Writer

HAMILTON — Job creation, 
public safety and infrastruc-
ture are top priorities for Ham-
ilton, but the city is also ex-
panding its effort to strength-
en its neighborhoods in order 
to build trust and a stronger 
community for its residents.

For the past two years, 
the Sense of Place commit-
tee of City Council has sput-
tered along with some success-
es in some of the more estab-
lished neighborhoods such as 
Lindenwald. That committee 
has been seeing more commu-
nity interest as residents be-
come more aware of the effort 
to build up its neighborhoods 
and in turn, build up the city 
from within.

In conjunction with those 
efforts, City Manager Josh-
ua Smith announced the “17 
Strong” initiative for 2014.

Smith said the city has 
identified 17 neighborhoods 
throughout the city in which 
the focus will be on the issues 
that the neighborhoods feel 
are important as well as the is-
sues and concerns raised by 
those residents. He said city 
officials will go through these 
neighborhoods over a three-
year cycle.

“We want to hear what the 

Program looks to build 
up neighborhoods and 
the city from within.

HAMILTON

Rick McCrabb
My Opinion
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By Hannah Poturalski
Staff Writer

A new screening program at 
UC Health has marked its first 
year of testing high-risk pa-
tients for lung cancer.

Prior to 2011 — when the 
National Cancer Institute 
first published data support-
ing chest computed tomogra-
phy (CT) scans as an effective 
lung cancer screening tool for 
high-risk populations — there 
were no effective measures 
for catching the early stages of 
lung cancer, said Dr. Jo Ann Ri-
vera, a UC Health primary care 
physician in Mason.

About 150 patients have 
been screened during the first 
year of the program at loca-
tions in West Chester Twp. and 
Cincinnati. The National Can-
cer Institute’s study showed 
there was a 20 percent reduc-
tion in lung cancer-related 
deaths when heavy smokers 
were screened with low-radia-
tion dose CT scans versus tradi-
tional chest X-rays.

“I’m excited because final-
ly there’s something out there 
that could potentially save 
people’s lives,” Rivera said. 
“Chest X-rays only really show 
something late stage.”

Rivera said the lung cancer 
screening program has an out-
of-pocket cost of $99 — but the 
patient is followed by a multi-
disciplinary medical team and 
offered a free, three-month 
smoking cessation program 

Low-dose CT scans 
reduce lung cancer 
deaths by 20 percent.

Lung cancer screening 
effective, study shows

Dr. Jo Ann Rivera, of UC Health Primary Care (Mason), with Dr. Garvin 
Nickell, has a mission to raise awareness for lung cancer. Both her 
father and father-in-law died from lung cancer. GREG LYNCH / STAFF
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COMPLETE COVERAGE FOCUS ON HEALTH CARE

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI CANCER INSTITUTE 
COMPREHENSIVE LUNG CANCER CENTER
LUNG CANCER SCREENING PROGRAM
Call: 513-584-LUNG
Online: www.uccancer.com/lungcancer
Locations: University Pointe Surgical Hospital Imaging Center, 7690 
Discovery Dr., West Chester Twp., and University of Cincinnati Medical 
Center, 234 Goodman St., Cincinnati.
Cost: $99

 

By Eric Schwartzberg
Staff Writer

WEST CHESTER TWP.  — A But-
ler County native recently 
earned one of the U.S. mili-
tary’s most prestigious honors 
— just as his grandfather did 
on several occasions.

Sgt. First Class Chad Nelson 

of the 101st Airborne Division 
of the Army, a 1992 Lakota 
graduate, received the Bronze 
Star medal Monday in Afghan-
istan.

The medal is the fourth-
highest individual military 
award and the ninth-highest 
by order of precedence in the 
U.S. military. Its awarded for 
acts of heroism, acts of mer-
it or meritorious service in a 
combat zone.

“It’s something that his 
mother and I are very proud 

of, as is the whole family,” said 
parents Jerry and Sharon Nel-
son, who have lived in West 
Chester Twp. since 1969. “It 
swells you with pride.”

Nelson, 40, is working with 
coalition forces to prepare the 
Afghan National Army to op-
erate on its own and not need 
U.S. or coalition forces. That, 
said his wife, Stephanie, in-
cluded “keeping things safe 
for everyone during the spring 
and summertime, which is a 
really heated time in Afghani-

stan for everyone out there.”
Nelson’s nearly 18-year mil-

itary career started in 1996 
when he joined the Air Force. 
The events of Sept. 11, 2011 in-
fluenced him to enlist in the 
Army as soon as his enlistment 
contract expired with the Air 
Force in 2004. Multiple de-
ployments include fighting in 
Iraq in 2005-06, plus three de-
ployments to Iraq and three in 
Afghanistan in support of 

Lakota grad earns 4th-highest military medal

Bronze Star continued on B4

18-year veteran who 
serves in Afghanistan 
awarded Bronze Star.

Sgt. First Class Chad Nelson of 
the 101st Airborne Division, a 
1992 Lakota grad, received the 
Bronze Star for meritorious ser-
vice in Afghanistan. CONTRIBUTED

WEST CHESTER TWP.
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led by a physician.
Those recommended 

for the program are men 
and women between the 
ages of 50-79 who have 
smoked a pack of ciga-
rettes per day for more 
than 30 years, or two 
packs a day for 15 years, 
Rivera said.

Dr. Sandra Starnes, co-
leader of the UC Cancer 
Institute Comprehensive 
Lung Cancer Center, said 
the CT scans allow lung 
cancer specialists to view 
the lungs one “slice” at 
a time. Nodules that are 
too small to show up on a 
chest X-ray are more like-
ly to be detected.

“Screening ... is used to 
identify unrecognized dis-
ease in people who have 
no signs or symptoms 
in an attempt to inter-
vene earlier when disease 
is generally more treat-
able,” Starnes said.

Ohio has one of the 
highest rates of lung can-
cer-related deaths in the 
United States, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control. Rivera said lung 
cancer kills more people 
each year than breast, co-
lon, prostate and pancre-
atic cancers combined.

Rivera said about 85 
percent of lung cancer 
cases are related to smok-
ing and could have been 
prevented.

In Butler County, about 
25 percent of adult res-
idents currently smoke 
cigarettes, according 
to the most recent data 
from Ohio Department of 
Health.

The cause is close to Ri-
vera’s heart as both her 
father and father-in-law 
died from lung cancer 
at an early age, and her 
mother was diagnosed 
last year.

“The best way of treat-
ing lung cancer is preven-
tion,” Rivera said. “A lot 
of people use (smoking) 
as a crutch to cope. Some 
people really aren’t ready, 
no matter how much you 
reason with them, they 
are not motivated.”

Three of the 12 patients 
Rivera referred to the can-
cer screenings were able 
to catch the early stages of 
lung cancer. She said two 
have had surgery and are 
now being monitored.

“It encourages them to 
stop smoking and if they 
have (lung cancer), the 
chances of surviving are 
better,” Rivera said.

Diana Mummert, of Sa-
lem Twp. in Warren Coun-
ty, is a patient of Rivera’s 
that was referred to the 
program. Mummert said 
two nodules were found 
on her lungs following the 
initial CT scan.

She said the nodules 
haven’t changed in size or 
characteristics after two 
follow-up screenings. She 
said her nodules aren’t 
cancerous but will be 
checked again in a year.

“If it had been cancer, 
the nice thing about this 
is you can find it in ear-
ly stages and have a bet-
ter prognosis,” Mummert 
said.

Mummert said before 
participating in the lung 
cancer screening, she 
smoked a pack of ciga-
rettes a day for 40 years. 
She said Dr. Rivera urged 
her to stop smoking over 
the years, but the recent 
scare from the nodules 
put her over the edge.

Cancer
continued from B1
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LUNG/BRONCHUS 
CANCER 
INCIDENTS IN 
BUTLER COUNTY
Average annual number 
of new invasive cases
2001-2005: 251 cases
2006-2010: 263 cases

Source: Ohio Department of 
Health, 2013

Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Those tours of du-
ty follow others spent in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Kuwait, 
Korea and Saudi Arabia.

Nelson said he feels 
“humbled and honored” 
to have been awarded the 
Bronze Star.

“My duty military occu-
pational specialty is can-
non crew member and 
as the platoon sergeant, 
I was presented with the 
medal, but it was the ef-
forts of my entire pla-
toon that deserve recog-
nition,” Nelson said. “Ev-
eryone here worked hard 
to complete any mission 
and without the dedica-
tion of the platoon there 
is no success for me or 
anyone else.”

Serving in the mili-

tary seems to be part of 
Nelson’s genetic make-
up. His father served in 
the Armed Forces dur-
ing the Vietnam War earn-
ing a service medal for 
his time with the Army 
Medical Service Corps. 
Grandfather Keith Nelson 
served with Gen. George 
Patton during World War 
II, fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge and earned a 
Bronze Star five times.

“Chad’s carrying on the 
family tradition,” Jerry 
Nelson said.

Despite the pressures 
of his role in Afghani-
stan, the former Lako-
ta wrestler checks in dai-
ly for a video chat with 

his wife and five children 
— sons ages 17, 14, 10 and 
7, as well as a 7-month old 
daughter who was born 
just two weeks before his 
current deployment.

“I think he very much 
deserves this and I’m 
very proud he’s being rec-
ognized this way,” said 
Stephanie Nelson. “It’s 
kind of a huge ‘thank you’ 
to show him ... that all the 
work he’s done is appre-
ciated.”

Contact this reporter at 513-
696-4541 or email Eric.Schwa
rtzberg@coxinc.com.

Bronze Star
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“Look how she’s moving.”
To the rest of us, Anna’s 

motion would be consid-
ered minor, but to Chan-
dler and Anna’s mother, 
Holly Stuck, any action is 
progress.

“It’s wonderful and 
nice to see her enjoy stuff 
like that,” Holly Stuck 
said. “This allows her to 
focus a lot more when 
she’s in there.”

The two sensory play 

areas in the district — at 
Amanda and Miller Ridge 
elementary schools — are 
perfect examples of what 
happens when local busi-
nesses are active in their 
communities. The materi-
als for the play areas, val-
ued at $70 each, were do-
nated by Lowe’s in Mid-
dletown, and built by vol-
unteers at Kohl’s in Mid-
dletown and members of 
the school district.

When asked the value 
of the play areas, Chan-
dler simply said: “Price-
less.”

She said children with 
visual disabilities typical-
ly clutch their arms close 
to their bodies because 
the outside world is “big 
and scary” to them. But 
once they’re placed in 
one of the play areas, they 
become more comfort-
able because they’re able 
to explore without fear.

When they bump into 
an item that hangs from 
the top of the box, they 
reach for it, and that be-
gins the educational pro-
cess, Chandler said.

Chandler, a teacher in 

the district for 10 years, 
said children with disabil-
ities sometimes are “very 
passive” because people 
typically do everything 
for them. People narrate 
to those who are visually 
impaired. They say, “OK, 
we are walking down the 
hall.” Or, “This is your 
breakfast.”

But when the students 
are placed in the play ar-
ea, it “promotes active-

ness.”
Just then, Anna moved 

to her right side and 
reached for a mixing 
spoon. She touched it, 
pulled it toward her. Sev-
enty bucks never have 
been spent wiser.

Contact this reporter at 
513-705-2842 or email 
Rick.McCrabb@coxinc.com.

McCrabb
continued from B1

residents want and focus 
on those needs and wants 
on those issues,” City 
Manager Joshua Smith 
said.

In Smith’s propos-
al, funding and other re-
sources will be focused on 
those neighborhoods and 
that the funding would ro-
tate throughout the 17 de-
fined neighborhoods. He 
said the city will be work-
ing with the 17 identified 
community groups to di-
rect city spending in these 
areas.

The 17 city-defined 

neighborhoods include 
Two Mile, Highland Park, 
Armondale/Edgewood, 
Millikin, Washington, 
Prospect Hill/Grandville, 
Rossville, New Lon-
don, German Village, 
the downtown central 
business district, South 
East/2nd Ward, Linden-
wald, North End/Fordson 
Heights, the East High 
Street Gateway and Day-
ton Lane, Jefferson, East 
Hamilton, and Enterprise 
Park.

While the commit-
tee has focused on the 
city’s traditional and ur-
ban core neighborhoods, 
Brandon Saurber, assis-
tant to the city manag-

er, recently said the ini-
tiative will work to cre-
ate an awareness in the 
city’s suburban neighbor-
hoods. He said these are 
composed of large subdi-
visions with some located 
in the New London, Mil-
likin, Two Mile, Washing-
ton and Enterprise Park 
areas. Saurber said these 
suburban neighborhoods, 
which have been includ-
ed in the 17 Strong initia-
tive don’t have as many 
of the attributes of Hamil-
ton’s traditional neighbor-
hoods.

Saurber said the ini-
tiative is still in the con-
ceptual phase and a lot of 
the operational specifics, 

such as funding, have not 
been set as of yet.

“There are a lot of 
things to work through,” 
he said. “There are a lot of 
questions we need to an-
swer as we work through 
this process.”

He said city officials 
hope to have more infor-
mation at an upcoming 
Sense of Place meeting. 
In addition, Saurber said 
public input will be need-
ed as the city prepares a 
report card on its neigh-
borhoods.

Saurber said one facet 
of the initiative is having 
the city manager as well 
as the police chief and 
the directors of the utili-

ties and public works de-
partments going into the 
neighborhoods to meet 
with the residents and lis-
ten to there concerns and 
issues.

Smith said another fac-
et of the initiative, the 
Hamilton Police Depart-
ment is developing plans 
to increase the number 
of police officers on the 
street in order to provide 
expanded policing in the 
neighborhoods. Police 
Chief Scott Scrimizzi was 
unavailable for comment 
Friday.

Contact this reporter at 
513-755-5067 or email 
Ed.Richter@coxinc.com.

Program
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He said when the 
school resource officer 
position opened up in 
1984, Davis was the first 
choice for the job, but 
wasn’t certain he want-
ed to give up his motorcy-
cle. However, he agreed 
to take the position.

“That started his love 
affair for children,” How-
ard said. “He gave his life 
for the city’s children and 
adults.”

He also revived Safety 
Town, which has become 
a huge success in Middle-

town.
Jim Malott, who part-

nered with Davis as a nar-
cotics officer, said Da-
vis “wanted to get drugs 
off the streets of Middle-
town” and that he never 
turned anyone away who 
needed help. He and Da-
vis received a number of 
commendations for their 
work with state and feder-
al drug agencies.

More than 250 people 
attended the funeral at 
Towne Boulevard Church 
of God on Saturday. Da-
vis was buried with police 
honors at Woodside Cem-
etery.

Many of the mourn-

ers at Davis’ visitation Fri-
day night at the church 
said they were there be-
cause he taught them 
about school safety dur-
ing Safety Town. Among 
them were seven of the 
nine Middletown Police 
Explorers, all in uniform. 
Braden Rauh-Lovejoy said 
Davis inspired him to join 
the police force.

“He was such a great 
man,” said the 16-year-old 
junior at Butler Tech.

People in line won-
dered how many lives 
Davis may have saved 
through his 26 years as 
school resource officer 
and director of Safety 

Town, a program for kids 
entering kindergarten.

They repeated a lesson 
that Davis taught them 
about bus safety, for some 
more than 20 years ago: 
“Big Yellow Fellow. Seat 
on Seat. Back on Back. 
Feet on Floor. And Hands 
on Lap!”

Two members of the 
Middletown Police Honor 
Guard, their badges cov-
ered with black tape, kept 
watch with bowed heads 
at both ends of the casket.

Several members of Da-
vis’ family stood for more 
than four hours during 
the visitation. His wid-
ow, Beverly, sat on a stool 

in front of the casket. The 
line of mourners some-
times stretched out of the 
front door of the church.

Flo Randall, one of Da-
vis’ close friends, wasn’t 
surprised by the large 
crowd. She said wherev-
er Davis went, he touched 
the lives of young people. 
When Randall worked in 
the athletic office at Mid-
dletown High School, Da-
vis often stopped by and 
just as often forgot his 
hat.

Then students would 
hide his hat.

“He was the perfect 
person for that job,” she 
said. 

Officer
continued from B1

By Jim Siegel
The Columbus Dispatch

A federal judge has 
blocked enforcement of 
an Ohio law that said only 
Ohioans can collect signa-
tures to qualify issues or 
candidates for the ballot.

In granting a prelimi-
nary injunction, Judge Mi-
chael Watson of the Co-
lumbus division of the 
Southern District Court 

said the law is a First 
Amendment violation.

“It is well established 
that even a temporary vi-
olation of First Amend-
ment rights constitutes ir-
reparable harm,” Watson 
said.

The court respects the 
state’s prerogative to reg-
ulate petition circulation, 
Watson wrote, but that 
does not permit legisla-
tion that violates the Con-
stitution.

“Plaintiffs have shown 
a substantial likelihood of 
success on the merits,” he 
wrote in the decision, re-
leased last week.

The 1851 Center for 
Constitutional Law filed 
the lawsuit in September 
on behalf of two groups 
pushing for ballot issues: 
Ohioans for Workplace 
Freedom, which wants a 
statewide right-to-work 
amendment, and Cincin-
nati for Pension Reform, 
which is pushing a city 
charter amendment.

The lawsuit challenged 
Senate Bill 47, which did 
not create the require-
ment that only in-state 
residents can circulate pe-
titions but, in response to 
a federal court decision, 
altered the law so that 

the requirement no lon-
ger applies to presidential 
candidates.

The law “is a set of 
back-door tactics to ef-
fectively eliminate ini-
tiative and referendum 
in Ohio, by eliminating 
many of those who do 
the actual work of gath-
ering signatures on im-
portant issues,” said 
Maurice Thompson, ex-
ecutive director of the 
1851 Center.

Allowing people to go 
to the ballot through ini-
tiatives or referendums 
is an important check 
on state government, 

Thompson said, and “sup-
ply citizens with the op-
portunity to act as civ-
ic adults — taking the law-
making power into their 
own hands rather than 
begging the legislature for 
change.”

Sen. Bill Seitz, R-Cincin-
nati, the bill’s sponsor, de-
fended the law in Septem-
ber, saying that remov-
ing the in-state-circula-
tors requirement for pres-
idential elections made 
sense because the race is 
of national interest, but 
“I don’t think the same 
can be said for questions 
unique to Ohio.”

Judge blocks Ohio limits on petitions
State’s signature 
collection law ruled 
unconstitutional.
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