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Greetings!

Editor-in-Chief
Bill Campbell

Bill Camp b e l l

As the cover of this issue shows, I’m pleased
to announce the return of our Class Notes
to the Chatham Recorder. With nearly 300
submissions, we enjoyed reading our alumni’s
latest news and are pleased that we can
reconnect in this way, among the many other
ways we have to engage with alumni
throughout the year.

Please share your
news and stories
at chatham.edu/classnotes
or mail to Chatham University:
Office of Alumni Relations
Woodland Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15232.

Since our last issue, alumni from Pittsburgh planted nearly 50 trees in
Frick Park in cooperation with Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy. They did it
in celebration of Chatham Cares, the Alumni Association’s first national
day of service, on April 20. We also launched the Philadelphia Alumni
Chapter with kickoff events held in late March, which were attended
by more than 40 alumni and friends. And of course, we look forward
to welcoming alumni from across the country to the first springtime
Reunion Weekend in nearly 10 years – celebrating classes ending in 3s
and 8s.
This issue of the Recorder continues its mission to share, celebrate,
and connect all that the Chatham community – on campus and out in
the world – has to offer. In addition to Class Notes, we hope that you
enjoy the “now and then” student and faculty interviews, the histories of
Lindsay House and our Eastside location, new in-depth mission initiative
profiles, and the latest updates on construction progress at our Eden Hall
Campus.
With the current challenges facing higher education, the support and
engagement of our alumni has never been more important to the
Chatham community. For those who have given a gift to the Annual Fund
this year, you are helping Chatham to address its greatest needs and
highest priorities. If you have not yet made a gift to this year’s Annual
Fund, please give on or before June 30 to ensure that your gift has an
immediate impact. You can give via the pledge card in this issue or by
visiting www.chatham.edu/June30.
We hope that this issue of the Recorder helps brings you a little closer to
your alma mater, Chatham University.

Dear Chatham Alumni,
I’m so pleased to share with you the return of Class Notes
to the Recorder! There’s something special about receiving
the Recorder in your mailbox – flipping through the pages,
pictures, and stories – and reading interesting tidbits from
your classmates and alumni who came before you or
followed in your footsteps. Enjoy!
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Corrections to the
fall 2012 issue:
In the story about the Pittsburgh
Promise, the Recorder neglected to
mention that The Promise launched in
2007 with a $100 million commitment
by University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center (UPMC).
The article titled “Designing a future in
interior architecture” neglected to name
the winners of the Green Central design
competition. The winning Chatham
students include graduate student
Melissa Estrada and undergraduate
students Eva Mueller, Pia Naiditch, Laura
Ralich, and Ella Thompson.
The Recorder regrets including an
incorrect photo in the story titled “The
gift of friendship.” The correct photo of
Kathryn Roberts Frank ’72, along with
the above corrections, can be viewed
in the online which can be downloaded
at www.chatham.edu/newsevents/
publications.cfm.

The Chatham Recorder is published
biannually by the Office of
Marketing and Communications,
Dilworth Hall, Woodland Road,
Pittsburgh, PA 15232. Letters
or inquiries may be directed to
the managing editor by mail
at this address, by e-mail at
communications@chatham.edu,
or by phone at 412-365-1125.
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Chatham College for Women through the years
Alumnae and professors give a glimpse of Chatham’s past
and present
The Recorder had the opportunity to talk to ‘13 Ally Ratliff, Jolene Ereditario Chinchilli ‘74,
Assistant Professor Michael Boyd, and Emeritus Professor Henry Spinelli to see how their
experiences throughout the years compare and contrast.

Why did you choose to study at Chatham?

I first looked at Chatham because my mother suggested
it. It has an environmental science program and is located
in Pittsburgh, both huge pluses. I was also very excited to
continue playing volleyball.When I got to Chatham for
volleyball pre-season, I really felt at home and have felt that
way since.
What is your favorite memory of your time as a
student at Chatham?

My favorite memories are those unexpected nights with
friends filled with laughter and smiles.

Alexandra “Ally” Ratliff ’13,
environmental science
Ally Ratliff of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, graduated
from Chatham this spring with a bachelor’s degree
in environmental science. While searching for a
master's degree or Ph.D. program, she plans on gaining
more experience in her field by joining the Student
Conservation Association, which provides hands-on
conservation opportunities in national parks, marine
sanctuaries, cultural landmarks, and community green
spaces throughout the country. During her time at
Chatham, she served as copresident of the national
college honor society Mortar Board, Hood and Tassel
Chapter; served as the secretary/treasurer of the
Class of 2013 in the Chatham College for Women
Student Government; was on the volleyball team; was
the volleyball representative on the Student Athlete
Advisory Committee; and was an undergraduate
admissions ambassador for four years.

The role of an ambassador
Undergraduate admissions ambassadors assist the undergraduate
admission and marketing staff with recruiting efforts for Chatham
College for Women. As ambassadors, students support telerecruiting
and special events such as open houses and accepted student days;
lead campus tours for prospective students and their families; and
host overnight visits and accompany prospective students to classes,
meetings with faculty, meals, and activities.
2
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How would you describe the Chatham experience
based on your time here?

Being surrounded by the friends and faculty that I have met
here has helped to shape me into the person I am today. I
am happy with that person.
Did you have any work-study jobs or internships
while a student at Chatham?

I have been an ambassador for my four years here and have
been the ambassador coordinator for my last year here. I
have loved working with the ambassadors.We learn from
each other, and that experience is very valuable. I have
also interned at Tree Pittsburgh and am interning at Frick
Environmental Center. In both of my internships, I have
been surrounded by great people who are passionate about
what they are doing.
Where did you live throughout the years as a
Chatham student?

My first year, I lived in Fickes Hall. Fickes was a great
place to live my first year because I was able to meet many
of my peers and became close to them.The rest of my years
at Chatham, I have spent in the apartments. I like to
live in the apartments because they allow me to be more
independent but still really close to the main campus.
How do you think your experience at Chatham will
contribute to your life professionally? Personally?

The people, both peers and faculty, have been a big part
of my life for the past four years. I have grown so much
professionally and personally. One aspect of my experience
that really stands out to me is having self-confidence.

Jolene Ereditario Chinchilli ’74, biology
Originally from the Greensburg area of Westmoreland County (Pennsylvania), Jolene
received her bachelor’s degree in biology from Chatham in 1974 and went on to
receive a Master of Science in Public Health in environmental science and engineering
from the University of North Carolina in 1977. She has worked on the Federal Task
Force on Environmental Disease and was a project director in the Office of Pesticides
and Toxic Substances at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Washington,
D.C. For 20 years, she worked for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, serving as a senior
scientist in Virginia and as senior scientist and executive director in Pennsylvania. She
has served on the board of directors for the Pennsylvania Environmental Council and
the Development Committee for the Penn State Cancer Institute. Now retired, she lives
in Hershey, Pennsylvania, with her husband of 36 years,Vern, who is a distinguished
professor and chair of the Department of Public Health Sciences at Penn State
University College of Medicine. Their son Alex is also pursuing a career in the sciences.
Why did you choose to study at Chatham?

I loved the campus, the history of the school and the buildings, all the advantages of a small, private
school with access to the advantages of a large city. Classes were small, and students were serious
about higher education, achievement-oriented and focused.
What is your favorite memory of your time as a student at Chatham?

All of the knowledge available in an academic environment, the intellectually stimulating
discussions, and diversity of perspectives and people. I appreciated Pittsburgh and all that the
city offered.

Jolene Ereditario Chinchilli, Cornerstone (1974)

How would you describe the Chatham experience based on your years here?

It was a time of change and widening opportunities, socially, professionally, and personally for
women. Being in a place dedicated to women’s education and fulfillment of our potential and
ambitions was exciting and empowering.
Did you have any work-study jobs or internships while a student at Chatham?

I had work-study jobs all four years. My favorite was operating the college telephone switchboard.
There were no cell phones, and most dorm rooms did not have their own phones.There was a phone
in each hall – students on the floor alternated “phone duty.” I answered all incoming calls and
connected them with the appropriate phone.Work-study helped me learn to set priorities, manage
my time, and how to deal with difficult people.
Where did you live throughout the years as a student at Chatham?

Fickes, Benedum, and Rea. I loved those old homes and learning about the history of each of them
and the people who had lived there.
How has your experience at Chatham contributed to your life professionally?
Personally?

The education and confidence I obtained at Chatham helped me a great deal in graduate school.
I was well prepared academically. Graduate courses seemed no more difficult than the advanced
courses in my major at Chatham.There was one big difference, however; my graduate program was
male-dominated. Of the 100 students, I was one of only three women in the program.There were
no female faculty members, and some of the faculty openly questioned whether women could master
the material. At Chatham, it was simply a given that women were capable of handling any type of
material – there were no “male” or “female” disciplines.Thanks to Chatham, I had the confidence,
preparation, and determination to succeed.
The other valuable Chatham experience was the liberal arts education.Throughout my career, my
positions have required a multidisciplinary approach to problem solving and public policy.While a
strong science foundation is necessary, there are important social, psychological, legal, political, and
economic aspects to environmental issues. In addition, the critical thinking and communication skills
acquired through the liberal arts have also been invaluable.
Personally, the liberal arts have enriched my life. I read more history than science these days, and I
still love languages and music.The liberal arts are key to becoming a well-rounded individual and
an informed citizen of the world.
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Henry Spinelli,
Professor Emeritus of Music

Michael Boyd,
Assistant Professor
of Music
Michael Boyd, assistant
professor of music, joined
Chatham University in 2008.
He is a composer, scholar, and
experimental improviser whose
music has been performed
throughout the country in a variety venues. He has previously
taught at the Peabody Conservatory of Music, the University
of Maryland, the University of Maryland Baltimore County,
Towson University, Frederick Community College, and
SUNY Stony Brook. Michael is the codirector and trombonist
for the Bay Players Experimental Music Collective and a
founding partner for Silent Editions, an online experimental
music publishing company. In collaboration with the Office
of Sustainability, student Bike Collective, and Campus Climate
Commitment Committee, Michael plays a major role in
bicycle advocacy on campus. Throughout the past few years,
Chatham's bike infrastructure has improved significantly
and has been recognized regionally and nationally for its
accomplishments.
So far, what has been your favorite memory or experience
during your time as a professor at Chatham?

I have really enjoyed interacting and collaborating with faculty from a
variety of different academic areas.
What is your favorite class to teach and why?

There are several classes I really like to teach.This semester I have
enjoyed Music & the Natural World, which looks at how musicians
and other sound artists have understood and dealt with issues of
environment and space. Perhaps my favorite course, though, is 20thCentury Musical Analysis. Portions of this class are congruent with
some of my research interests, and it is the most technical and rigorous
course in our curriculum.
What is one thing that you hope your students will retain in
the years to come?

I hope that my students will be reflective, socially engaged critical
thinkers.
4
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Pianist Henry Spinelli, professor emeritus of music, can be
considered a living Chatham legend. He arrived at Chatham in
1961 and retired nearly four decades later in 1998. With such
a long history, it’s no surprise that Henry was deeply involved
at Chatham. He served as chair of the fine and performing arts
department as well as chair of the music program within that
department. He also served on faculty and advisory committees
and arranged, managed, and performed on a number of concert
series. As a professional musician, he acted as an ambassador
for Chatham through his many performances and appearances
throughout the United States and Canada. Henry’s recital
programs have varied extensively over his long career, including
traditional and contemporary music of the United States and
Western Europe.
What is your favorite memory of your time as a professor at
Chatham?

I can’t say that there is one favorite memory, but there are many memories
of the innumerable concerts I played on campus – a great number with
distinguished Pittsburgh musicians – and especially those using the
Bechstein concert grand piano, which I helped Chatham acquire.
What was your favorite class to teach and why?

My favorite teaching experiences of course centered on music, but I
am grateful for having had the opportunity to work with many of the
faculty in interdisciplinary teaching assignments. I especially enjoyed
the emergence of technology on campus and its potential in the didactic
process.
What is one thing that you hope your former students retained
after all of these years?

I hope that my students remember that the mind-set and disciplines of the
musician have broad application to life itself, contributing to sensitivity to
the world around us and to a harmonious, gratifying existence.

Professor Spinelli coaches a student at the piano, c. 1980.

Scholarships in action
Deborah Darby ’79 Gateway Award
“My studies and career interests range from
business to political science, and I hope
for a career that encompasses
these areas. I feel privileged and
humbled to be the recipient of the
Darby Award.”

Anne Putnum Mallinson Scholarship
“This scholarship has made it possible for me to
attend Chatham and pursue my interest
in music. My Chatham education will
prepare me to attend graduate school
in both music and medicine.”
- Amy Gehrlein, music

- Rachel Ballard, management

Eden Hall Foundation Scholarship
“I am a Pittsburgh native majoring in
environmental science with minors in French,
Spanish, and environmental policy and start my
tutorial this summer studying
harmful algal blooms in
Puget Sound, Washington.
I am so grateful for the
assistance to help me
succeed as a woman in
the science field, like Rachel
Carson before me.”
- Rachel Leftwich,
environmental
science

Barbara Roberts and Louis L. Pollock Scholarship
“I am extremely grateful for this scholarship and
the opportunity it afforded me to attend Chatham
University. The Pollock Scholarship opened the door
for me to continue graduate studies and pursue a
meaningful career in physical therapy.”
- Kaitlyn Keefer, exercise science

Dollar Bank/Francis B. Nimick, Jr. Scholarship
“Receiving this generous scholarship enabled me
to pursue a valuable marketing internship,
gaining critical field experience, practical
knowledge, and a ‘hiring’ edge in the
business world.”
- Lauren Barber, marketing

Scholarships are vital to the overall success of Chatham College for Women (CCW) students.
More than 99 percent of CCW students receive some form of financial aid or academic
scholarship. Chatham’s mission – preparing students to become tomorrow’s leaders who
will develop solutions for the world’s greatest challenges – is not possible without generous
support from our donors, and we thank you! If you are interested in helping our students
succeed through scholarships, please contact Erin Longchari, director of major gifts, at
elongchari@chatham.edu or 412-365-1652.
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A 1941 Cadillac can be seen in this undated photo of Lindsay House by W.O. Breckon Studios.

The little house on the pond:

Lindsay
House
through the years
By Kat i e R e g a n , M FACW ' 1 3
W it h r e s e arch a n d p h oto g r a p h s fro m the
C h at h a m U n i v ers i t y Arch i v e s

At the bottom of Chapel Hill Road sits Lindsay House, current
home to the creative writing and English programs. So firmly
ensconced in the building, it's hard to believe these programs
haven't always resided in Lindsay House. But they haven’t even

been the longest running residents. In its 103-year history, Lindsay
House has been everything from a family home to a residence hall
to a hospital.

Marc Nieson, assistant professor in the
Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
program, takes in some fresh air while
reading at the third-floor window facing
Chapel Hill Road.
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Built in 1910 from red brick and yellow pine, the building was
erected as a home for then College President Henry Drennan
Lindsay and his family. The two-and-a-half story home cost just
$16,500 to build, a sum appropriated from the college’s permanent
building fund. When the Lindsay family moved in, Chapel Hill
Road and many of the buildings that stem from it today had yet
to be built; instead, the house was pastoral, surrounded by green
lawns and wandering cows.

In this photo dated May 16, 1925, members
of the senior class enter the pageant stage
in front of Lindsay House. The 1925 May
Day festival “A Day in Fairyland” featured
scenes from classic fairy tales along with the
traditional coronation and maypole dance.

Lindsay’s occupancy was short-lived, however. He died in 1914,
and the home passed into the care of a succession of presidents,
including the much-celebrated Cora Helen Coolidge, who spurred
major growth of the college campus and population. For 35 years
and four different leaders, the building served as the president’s
house, but in 1945, student enrollment overwhelmed capacity
and the house was repurposed.
According to the September 26, 1945, issue of the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette, “an unusual increase in the registration of residence
students made it necessary to make the home into a dormitory.”
Nineteen students hauled their luggage into the newly renamed
Cora Helen Coolidge House and spent their first week of school
“camping out” on the floor while waiting for beds to arrive.
After losing its status as the campus seat of power, the building
had a somewhat erratic history. In 1955, construction on the
Braun-Faulk-Coolidge complex finally ceased, and the small
makeshift residence hall was renamed Lindsay Hall. It only
boarded students for a few more years before another campus
shuffle in the early 1960s designated it the infirmary.
For nearly 20 years, the building operated as the campus’ own
emergency room – the former bedrooms were recast as overnight
rooms for student patients, the college hired a doctor for the
daytime hours, and a registered nurse lived in the house full time.
In 1970, Lindsay Hall became Lindsay House; in 1980, a
renovation of Woodland Hall relocated the infirmary, and the
former president’s home was once again given a new identity.
Its year as the alumnae office and alumnae guest housing initiated
a 25-year run as host to various administration offices; the
community services, institutional advancement, student affairs,
career services, service learning, and public safety offices have all
passed through Lindsay House.
But after another rearrangement in 2006, the creative writing and
English programs became the latest tenants to call Lindsay House
home.

“There’s something particularly homey and intimate about having
your academic office in an old house,” says Marc Nieson, assistant
professor in the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing program.
“I’m nicely nestled up on the third floor, with its pitched ceilings
and warm wooden doorjambs. My desk is slid into a niche by the
window, and I’ve salvaged torch lamps and a big comfy chair that’s
reserved for students whenever they come to talk. The feel, always
one of remove and retreat.”
Other than a few coats of paint, some new carpet, and a set of
furniture for the front porch, Lindsay House has remained largely
unchanged throughout the years. The French doors and wide
windows are still reminiscent of an early-century parlor room, and
the large fireplace in the first-floor conference room that hosts
graduate writing workshops reveals its past use as a study.
“Sometimes I’ll also visit the larger communal room on the third
floor with its wide window facing Chapel Hill Road,” says Marc.
“Especially in winter, when I’ll read student manuscripts while
pausing to gaze out at the snow falling over what were once open
pastures. Sometimes, you can almost hear the cows lowing.”
Bill Lenz, Pontious Professor of English at Chatham, also enjoys
having his office in Lindsay House and says he likes to compare it
to Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie – Lindsay House
is the “Little House on the Pond.” “We have our own coffee
machine, our own Christmas party, our own traditions.
It’s nice to have some autonomy.
“Most of us feel very connected to the place and sense of
community that we’ve established here,” says Bill. “It’s really
something we value, and I think the students feel it too.”
What are some of your favorite memories of the
buildings on Chatham’s historic campus?
Share them with us at alumni@chatham.edu.

This photo shows the
pastoral surroundings of the
house built for President
Lindsay and his family in
1910, c. 1917.
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Chatham Eastside:
 symbol of Chatham’s
A
growth and expansion
By Katie Rega n , M FACW '13
With resea rch assi sta nc e
from the Chat ha m
Uni versit y Archiv es

Chatham Eastside is a site of transformation. The building may be one of the
newest, most modern and efficient owned by the University, but it’s also a place
with history, a monument to Pittsburgh’s industrial past. Just 100 years ago, the

land at 6585 Penn Avenue was laced with train tracks, the air thick with dust
and smoke; today, it is the site of the energy-efficient, LEED-Silver certified
building that has contributed to the high quality and fast growth of Chatham’s
graduate programming.
But for much of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company owned the corner of Fifth and Penn avenues; the patch of
earth operated as the East Liberty Freight Yards, a place to switch, store, load,
and unload freight cars. In the early 1900s, it doubled as the East Liberty Circus
Grounds and saw such curiosities as a 68-ton embalmed whale pass through.
Ownership of the land passed to the Western Electric Company mid-century,
and in 1955, the group erected the current office building to function as an
electronics warehouse and repair shop. Western Electric thrived until 1983,
when it ceased repair operations and sold the building to the Eichlaey Company,
one of Pittsburgh’s oldest engineering firms. Eichlaey acquired the space for
$1.7 million and spent an additional $2.3 million on a renovation that swelled
the building size to the 250,000 square feet it boasts today. Western Electric
continued to operate a warehouse out of the first floor for three years following.
The building became part of Chatham’s extended campus when a handful
of graduate programs experienced rapid growth. Administrators seized the
opportunity to expand and purchased the East Liberty office building in
September 2008.
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After the purchase, Chatham spent nearly a year preparing
the building for students in addition to setting up offices and
classrooms renovations to bring the building to LEED-Silver
standards. The LEED rating system is a U.S. Green Building
Council certification process that recognizes environmentally
efficient buildings. A silver rating is achieved through a variety of
sustainable building improvements; Chatham’s renovation focused
on reducing water use, using recycled materials, and installing
energy-efficient lighting.
Mike Gwin, a partner at Rothschild Doyno Collaborative, the firm
that engineered the redesign, said they incorporated Energy Star
appliances and new bathroom fixtures to reduce energy and water
usage, used rapidly renewable building materials such as bamboo
and local hardwoods, recycled 99 percent of the materials removed
from the building, and installed shower rooms and bicycle storage
to encourage alternative transportation use.
Updating the lighting sources was a major overhaul. Chatham
Sustainability Coordinator Mary Whitney said that on the first
floor alone, the University replaced 2,847 magnetic light ballasts
with electronic ones, a move that reduced the building’s carbon
footprint by 685,000 pounds per year.
Mike said the renovation was especially unique because the firm
was able to work closely with Chatham’s interior architecture
department, which would be one of the building’s new tenants.
“It was really rewarding to be able to talk through our
developments and get good feedback and participation from
the University,” he said.
The interior architecture, landscape architecture, occupational
therapy, physical therapy, and physician assistant studies programs
moved into the new building in August 2009. In total, Chatham
occupies about 57,000 square feet of the building; the rest is leased
to local companies. Tenant lease payments provide enough revenue

Jodi Schreiber, assistant professor of occupational therapy, works
with Master of Occupational Therapy students of the Class of 2012 in
the occupational therapy apartment at Eastside. Clockwise from top:
Jesse Bender, Jodi Schreiber, Melissa Bender, Sarah Maust, Aerial
Sanders, Katrina Jeffries, and Kaitlyn McQuinn.

to cover both the cost of the mortgage and the renovation debt,
essentially making Chatham Eastside a “free” building, according
to Walt Fowler, vice president of finance at Chatham University.
Faculty and students alike praise the new location.
“I like the separate space,” says Cathy Dolhi, an associate professor
in the occupational therapy program. “The culture, programming,
and expectations for our graduate students are very different from
that of the undergraduates. Being in a separate location helps us
create an environment that caters to the needs of the graduate
students.”
Chatham Eastside represents the growth and expansion the
University strives for. It’s a remnant of the city’s industrial past, a
fond reminder of what was, reformed with modern designs and
technologies with sustainability as a priority. It’s a place that will
continue to develop with the University’s goals, providing both
opportunity and space to grow, well into the future.

During the the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the Pennsylvania Railroad Company owned
the corner of Fifth and Penn avenues, which served as the East Liberty Freight Yards.
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Educational excellence today:

Teaching and learning

By G i n a Hu ssa r

in a digital world

Walk through any airport, food court, or coffee shop and you will likely notice a common
theme: heads down, phones out, laptops glowing, friends and colleagues immersed
not in conversation but in their digital devices. For some, this is a hotly debated subject.

Certain schools of thought argue that we as a society are too plugged in, missing out on
human interaction, while others sing the praises of the World Wide Web as a means of
connecting on a global level in a way that was never before possible. There is one place,
however, in which technology is unmistakably beneficial – the classroom. Schools are
introducing technology to students as early as kindergarten in an effort to prepare them
for living and working in an increasingly digital world. By the time students reach college
age, they are well versed in digital and social media. Chatham University is embracing
this movement. Lauren Panton, manager of instructional technology and media services,
says that instructional technology is, in essence, the practice of integrating technology
into the education experience.
Instructional technology is defined by the Association for Educational Communication
and Technology as “the theory and practice of design, development, utilization,
management, and evaluation of processes and resources for learning.”
At Chatham, courses are redesigned to include the latest technological advances, teachers
are provided with the tools and education necessary to evolve classroom practices, and
projects are regularly implemented with the intention of assessing the impact technology
has on teaching, learning, and student participation.

Nouf Al-anazi ’14, who is majoring in English,
is shown using the simSchool software.
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Chatham Technology Fellows
Vadas Gintautas,
assistant professor of physics
Tracy Bartel,
assistant professor of education

“We help faculty enhance their
teaching through the use of
technology,” says Lauren. “Improved
teaching and learning is the goal, and
the technology is the tool that we use
to work towards that goal.”
The idea isn’t new. According to education.com, instructional
technology was in use as early as the beginning of the 20th
century, when teachers used lantern slide projectors to display
images. That was, of course, followed by radio, and then television
and video instruction. The current landscape offers an array of
technology options that greatly enhance the learning experience
for students, and offers educators the opportunity to diversify their
curricula and evaluations in new and efficient ways. It goes far
beyond computers. Classrooms now utilize interactive whiteboards
and document cameras that display images from 3D objects onto
a screen rather than transparency images of those objects. Science
professors are even using electric probes to collect weather data.
The technological advances witnessed throughout
the last decade are astounding. More impressive,
perhaps, is the means by which students and
educators are leveraging this technology to
broaden their learning capabilities.
Pat Downey, directory of Chatham’s physical therapy programs,
has embraced technology in a number of her classes. “I teach an
anatomy palpation course, and I am using several iPad anatomy
apps,” she says. “They allow me to demonstrate 2D anatomy
and show palpation strategies (touch examination) prior to
actually demonstrating it on a student. It has added a great visual
dimension to this course.” Pat also uses polling applications (apps),
which many instructors agree are instrumental in evaluating their
students’ interest in and understanding of new concepts. Polling
apps allow instructors to pose questions to the class that students
then respond to via text, Twitter, or on the app’s website.
Answers can be easily viewed by the instructor and then
stored for future analysis.
Joseph Schreiber, associate professor of physical therapy, is also
a proponent of polling apps. “It is critical to thoughtfully
integrate any teaching and learning strategy, including
technology, and then to carefully evaluate the impact,”
says Joseph. “Classroom polling strategies aid in helping the
students identify and reflect on key information in the learning
activity and they help me to identify how well students are
grasping the concept.”

Debra Wolf,
associate professor of nursing
Molly Mehling,
assistant professor of ecology and sustainability
Sherie Edenborn,
assistant professor of biology
Joseph MacNeil,
associate professor of chemistry
Ingrid Provident,
assistant professor of occupational therapy
Jason Woollard,
assistant professor physical therapy
Wonjin Sim,
assistant professor of psychology

David Fraser, assistant professor of biology, feels that technology
is at its best when it includes the students. For instance,
administering online quizzes and reviewing the results in class
is just one way in which David is including technology in his
classroom. “When technology facilitates the process, it is better
for students,” he says.
There are many advantages to integrating instructional technology
into the educational program. One such advantage is the idea of
the “flipped classroom,” which is structured to improve efficiency.
Prior to attending class, students watch the scheduled lectures
at home. This leaves the entire lecture time free for concept
implementation, hands-on activities, and question-and-answer
sessions. Another advantage is variety. With a myriad of apps and
software available, Chatham instructors are able to ensure that the
material is relevant and challenging for their students.
Vadas Gintuatas, assistant professor of physics, has found that
technology has boosted student/teacher interaction. “Technology
can facilitate student participation, especially outside of class,” he
says. “Some students are more comfortable asking questions by
e-mail rather than in person during lectures.”
Kaitlin Pais, a 2012 graduate of Chatham’s professional
communication bachelor’s program, benefited from the use
of multiple technologies in her courses. “I took a business
writing class, an eight-week accelerated course,” says Kaitlin.
“The instructor used iTunes podcasts, online discussion boards,
and online presentations. The podcasts were a great way to
absorb a lot of information in such a small amount time.”
11
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Chatham instituted the Faculty Technology Fellows program
in 2010. The concept is to engage faculty as facilitators for
instructional technology development. The program provides
sustained peer support for faculty to integrate new teaching
practices.
“We are striving to make this a well-rounded faculty
development program,” says Lauren. “We are looking to increase
collaboration with other areas of the University, including the
library, PACE center, and academic affairs. Faculty members
often comment that one of the strengths of the program is the
mix of faculty and opportunity to work with others outside their
disciplines and levels.”
Participating fellows sign on to a two-year commitment.
Within that time frame, each participant performs a number
of initiatives aimed at deepening students’ and instructors’ use
and understanding of technology in the curricula. Fellows aim
to redesign at least one course, incorporating technology to
enhance the learning objectives. They also attend a weeklong
summer workshop to learn new technologies and plan for course
redesign. They meet monthly to discuss progress with their peers
and act as mentors to other faculty to support and encourage the
use of technology.
Faculty members who are not comfortably immersed in the
latest technological advances have been appreciative of the level
of support provided by the University’s professional development
offerings. Faculty and students alike are able to take advantage
of tutorial workshops, informal faculty “lunch and learn” events
as well as one-on-one-training and consultation tailored to each
instructor’s specific goals. Chatham recently partnered with
Atomic Learning, which provides online software training.
All students and faculty are granted free access to video tutorials
covering more than 215 software applications. Atomic Learning
offers short, task-specific video tutorials on programs such as
Microsoft Office, WordPress, Moodle, and Twitter.

Tracy Bartel, assistant professor of education and a technology
fellow, is piloting a classroom simulation software called simSchool
in a course on child development and hopes to expand it to courses
on adolescent development and contemporary education and
technology. “Instructors can use this tool with pre-service teachers
as an applied activity in classroom management and differentiated
instruction in this game-like application,” says Tracy, who is shown
with Kelly Trent, a first-year early elementary education student.

Joseph has been pleased with the University’s peer support
system. “The University has been great about providing resources
and support for the often steep learning curve involved with
integration of technology into teaching and learning,” he says.
“The entire process requires a great deal of time. … The support
from the instructional technology staff at Chatham has been very
helpful across all of these phases.”

moving toward. Chatham is also in the process of upgrading its
learning management system, Moodle. The upgraded features will
allow for easier navigation, effective multimedia integration, and
the ability of the system to automatically sense the device being
used and adapt the layout accordingly.

What lies ahead? Lauren says that faculty members are currently
exploring blended learning approaches to teaching, which
mixes traditional on-ground teaching and online learning. The
technology behind videoconferencing, eTextbooks, interactive
whiteboards, and mobile apps is advancing almost daily, and
these are just a few of the go-to teaching methods instructors are

The instructional technology program leaders at Chatham
are consistently looking ahead. The vast array of technologies
currently offered, those being newly integrated, and the resources
dedicated to ensuring a technologically savvy faculty demonstrate
a firm commitment to providing students with a broad,
challenging, and ultimately invaluable educational experience.

12
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UP DATE

Eden Hall Campus

Rendering of the field lab, mosaic field, and the Commons,
which includes the dining hall and student lounge

Digging
in at Eden Hall
Big things are on the horizon at Eden Hall Campus,
the future home of the School of Sustainability and
the Environment.

Initial construction, slated for fall 2013 completion, is
under way, setting the stage for the living and learning
laboratory, where the entire campus becomes the
classroom. The current phase includes the construction
of a field lab that will contain classroom and lab space,
On May 15, a special event was held at Eden Hall
an aquaculture lab, a small seminar area, and an onCampus to celebrate the dairy barn being moved
lot sanitary monitoring room that will be accessible
to its new location. Visit www.youtube.com/
to students and visitors. The construction of a hoop
chathamchannel to see progress in motion.
house for raising plants year-round and an outdoor
amphitheater with seating for 250 as well as renovations
• A series of wetlands and rain gardens are being
to the “Old Lodge” and dairy barn will also take place
prepared to treat all wastewater on site. Even the
during this phase.
natural amphitheater will function as a large rain
garden. This modern stormwater control system
The latest at Eden Hall:
will help to protect the important waterways
• Beneath the earth, a tubular conduit system is
downstream and ensures that the campus will not
being put in place to enable buildings to share heat
overburden local municipal sewer system.
and cooling. This innovative energy-saving loop
• The farm’s original dairy barn is being preserved
is just one of many sustainable technologies that
and will be the site of the Dairy Barn Café. As
will be employed in creating this climate-positive
a necessary part of the restoration, the barn was
community. A geothermal heating and cooling
moved from its damaged original foundation,
system and solar energy will also be employed during
which will also give café patrons a better view of
this phase of construction, and eventually, the campus
the beautiful surroundings.
will also incorporate micro-hydroelectric systems to
diversify energy generation.
Can’t wait to see the campus up and running?
You don’t have to. Visit the Eden Hall Campus
website (www.chatham.edu/edenhall) to take
the animated 3D walkthrough of the completed first
phase of construction and stay up-to-date on progress
at Eden Hall.

Rendering of
residence hall
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Sustainable

EARTH

EARTH University draws students from dozens of countries around the globe
and prepares ethical leaders to contribute to the sustainable development of
the tropics and to construct a prosperous and just society.

By A ma n da L eff Ri tc hi e

With its sights set on expanding international exchange opportunities
for Chatham University, including internationalizing the educational
opportunities for students and faculty in Chatham’s new School of
Sustainability and the Environment (SSE), a delegation from Chatham
recently visited EARTH University, an innovative international
institution located in the heart of a tropical rainforest in Costa Rica.
There, the delegation learned firsthand how EARTH
is helping students from around the world contribute
to the sustainable development of their homelands.

Since returning from EARTH University,
President Esther L. Barazzone signed
a cooperative agreement. At this time,
a Chatham team is exploring several
collaborative programs with EARTH.
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Drawing students from dozens of countries around
the globe (especially Central and South America,
the Caribbean, and Africa), EARTH prepares
leaders with ethical values to contribute to the
sustainable development of the tropics and to
construct a prosperous and just society. EARTH’s
campus, located in Guacimo, Costa Rica, includes
classrooms, laboratories, academic farms, sports and
recreational facilities, student and faculty residences,
a commercial banana plantation, reforested areas, and
a forest reserve. The university was created through
the financial support of the Costa Rican government,
U.S. Agency for International Development, and W.K.
Kellogg Foundation.

For students who want to become leaders of positive change in
their home countries, EARTH University is a one-of-a-kind
educational opportunity. Students, regardless of their financial
situations, are recruited based on leadership potential, vocation,
values, and social and environmental commitment. The solid
foundation in sustainable agriculture and experiential curriculum
allow students to run their own businesses, complete international
internships, and work with their communities to address problems
they face.

Rica, Latin America, and the United States. Profits from the
sale of sustainably grown bananas, pineapple, tropical flowers,
frozen fruit, and coffee support EARTH’s scholarship program
and operational expenses. EARTH also sells natural yogurt
and natural cleaning products in Costa Rica, and biological
agricultural inputs, such as pesticides and fertilizer, in Costa Rica
and Latin America.
Similar to the living/learning environment being developed at
Eden Hall Campus, EARTH students in their third year of the
bachelor’s program spend seven weeks at EARTH's new campus,
EARTH-La Flor, where they live and work on sustainable
development projects in the surrounding communities. The
campus also offers public seminars and training programs
on topics such as renewable energies, entrepreneurship, and
sustainable agriculture.

Much like that of Chatham’s SSE, EARTH’s curriculum takes a
holistic approach to education. EARTH offers a rigorous fouryear undergraduate program in agricultural sciences and natural
resources management, led by an international faculty that
emphasizes values, ethical entrepreneurship, and environmental and
social commitment. With these principles
in common, it’s not surprising that
Chatham and EARTH are negotiating
“Chatham’s partnership with
the terms of several collaborative efforts.
EARTH will internationalize
In fact, student exchange programs and a
one-year Master of Sustainability degree
the School of Sustainability and
from the SSE for EARTH graduates are
already in the works.
the Environment in curricular
“Chatham’s partnership with EARTH
will internationalize the School of
Sustainability and the Environment
in curricular development, program
building, and internships,” says Wenying
Xu, dean of academics at Chatham.

development, program building,
and internships,” says Wenying Xu,
dean of academics at Chatham.

EARTH University highly subsidizes the educational costs of all
of its students. And thanks to a seven-year, $19.5 million grant
from the MasterCard Foundation, 120 students from Africa, Latin
America, and the Caribbean will receive scholarships.
As part of its commitment to provide opportunities to young
people who want to make a difference in the world but lack the
resources for higher education, EARTH operates a commercial
enterprise and markets EARTH University products in Costa

While in Costa Rica, President Esther L.
Barazzone also visited EARTH-La
Flor, which is located in the dry tropics
of Costa Rica’s Guanacaste province.
The family of former Costa Rican
President Daniel Oduber Quirós
donated the 3,700-acre property to
EARTH in 2005. Much like Chatham’s
Eden Hall Campus, EARTH-La Flor
promises to be a hub for research,
development, and innovation.

Since the delegation returned from
EARTH, President Barazzone signed a
cooperative agreement, and a Chatham team is working out the
details of the one-year master's program. And, Chatham is already
offering summer programs at EARTH for Chatham College for
Women students that will fulfill undergraduate general education
requirements.
“The trip was inspirational and made us think outside the box
about experiential learning and entrepreneurial experiences,
particularly of the programs in SSE,” says Wenying.

In the heart of the
tropical rainforest in the
Caribbean lowlands of
Costa Rica resides EARTH
University. The 8,342acre campus includes
classrooms, laboratories,
academic farms, sports
and recreational facilities,
student and faculty
residences, a commercial
banana plantation,
reforested areas, and a
forest reserve.

15

Miss ion Initiative s

Women's Leadership

By
A m a nda L eff R i tchie

Rebecca Harris, director
of the Center for Women’s
Entrepreneurship at
Chatham University, works
on social media strategy
for MyBoard with MBA
student Huong Tran.

The art of growing

women-owned businesses
The Center for Women’s Entrepreneurship (CWE) at Chatham
University exists to educate, create economic opportunities, and foster
entrepreneurial thinking for women in business and Chatham students.
As women’s leadership is one of Chatham’s core mission initiatives, CWE
is a perfect fit on campus. Helping women entrepreneurs in all stages of
business development to start and grow their companies, CWE utilizes
Chatham resources, programs, and expertise.
Founded in 2005, CWE offers specific programs for Chatham
undergraduate and graduate students that help to develop the skills
needed to succeed in business. Through a mix of programming, it also
helps regional businesswomen learn, network, connect, and achieve their
business goals.

Kate Romane, executive chef and owner of the
Highland Park restaurant E2, works with her MyBoard
mentors to take her business to the next level.
16
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Rebecca Harris, an award-winning entrepreneur with more than 20
years of experience as a consultant and marketing specialist, has led the
Center for Women’s Entrepreneurship at Chatham University since
2009. Rebecca’s own company – a group of monthly news magazines
in the Toledo, Ohio-Ann Arbor, Michigan metro area – achieved the
million-dollar revenue mark in just seven years. At CWE, Rebecca
develops strategic, innovative programs that are changing the way women
do business in southwestern Pennsylvania and empowering women
entrepreneurs to take a leading role in driving our region’s economy.

“I am so excited about the progress CWE has made over the past
several years,” says Rebecca. “We have been able to really help
women entrepreneurs, connect with women who are innovating
within larger companies, and create some great programming and
networking opportunities for our students.”
MyBoard, CWE’s newest program, is a peer-mentoring program
for women businesses owners looking to grow their businesses.
A carefully selected board of four mentors provides the business
owner with targeted expertise on a wide range of skills that are
required to take their businesses to the next level.
“The Chatham CWE MyBoard program grew out of a need
for women entrepreneurs to not only succeed in the start up of
their business but to sustain it as well,” says MyBoard mentor
Beth Slagle, a business attorney with more than 22 years of legal
expertise in representing companies of all sizes. “Sustaining and
growing are the hard parts, given statistics indicating that while
50 percent of privately held companies in the United States
are owned by women, three-fourths of those women-owned
businesses are not able to grow beyond $50,000 in gross revenues.
That's where CWE MyBoard program can make a difference.”
Beth is currently a MyBoard mentor for Kate Romane,
executive chef and owner of E2 (pronounced E-squared), a cozy
Mediterranean restaurant in Highland Park that features local
produce and locally produced goods whenever possible. Kate
opened the restaurant in 2010 and it quickly became one of the
area’s favorite dining spots.
“The MyBoard program lasts for one year, during which we have
five formal meetings, some virtual, and will tackle the issues that
will help Kate not only maintain her business, but knock it out of
the ballpark,” says Beth.
The board provides essential tools that assist the owner with
capacity building and gives the owner the confidence of having
a solid support system that provides candid business logic, and
gives her the ability to test new ideas in a risk-free environment.
“It's a great program, one that really works for an owner who is
intent on growing her business and who will dedicate the time
necessary to make it happen,” says Beth.

Women have the opportunity to interact, network, and take
advantage of mentoring and business development tools through
the supportive online community CWE Connect and exclusive
events for its members. Anne Flynn Schlicht, assistant director
of CWE, coordinates other programming that caters to various
stages of business development that CWE offers, including
Kauffman FastTrac Listening To Your Business, Kauffman FastTrac
NewVenture, and Small Business Basics Workshop. Since CWE
began offering Kauffman FastTrac NewVenture and FastTrac
Listening to Your Business in 2006, the center estimates it has
directly assisted in the start or growth of 110 businesses, says
Patricia Decker, program assistant. “This, of course, does not
include the thousands of business owners we impact through our
other seminars and workshops.”
The center’s signature annual half-day Think Big Forum features
successful businesswomen from around the country who share
insight and experiences on such topics as innovation, sales,
branding, and growth. And every month, the center’s Women
Business Leaders Breakfast Series hosts regional business
leaders who speak on a variety of business topics as social
entrepreneurship, strategic growth, marketing strategies, and
financial planning.
“Working with Rebecca and CWE on social media and
marketing has given me the ability to practice and implement
what I learn in my courses and has given me an inside look at
entrepreneurship and women entrepreneurs,” says Huong Tran,
an MBA student who came to Chatham from Hanoi,Vietnam.
CWE recently received grant funding from the Claude
Worthington Benedum Foundation and the PNC Foundation to
create new customized programs for women business owners and
students, which will launch in 2013 and 2014.
Current and initial funding for CWE is provided by the Claude
Worthington Benedum Foundation. Current funding is also provided
by the PNC Foundation and The Alcoa Foundation. Initial funding for
CWE was also provided by the Lois Tack Thompson Fund of
The Pittsburgh Foundation.

“Kate has the passion, the incentive, the creativity, and desire,” says
Beth. “The MyBoard program brings additional talent and skills
to the table that a single business owner, such as Kate, just doesn't
have the time to tackle given the hectic schedule that
she endures.
In addition to the launch of MyBoard, CWE offers a number of
other programs for a wide spectrum of business women – from
those who are developing a concept and starting their businesses
to those who are growing their businesses in an effort to reach
$1 million in sales annually. “CWE is also dedicated to working
with Chatham University students who are starting businesses,
either while they are students or after they graduate. Training
women to think and act entrepreneurially whether they own a
company or work in a company is one of our primary goals”.
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A world of opportunity

Both U.S. and international students took part in a fall 2012 trip to Washington, D.C., sponsored by the Office of International
Affairs. Photographed behind the White House are Chatham students and staff (left to right) Vivian Yamoah, international student
services coordinator; Laura Drumm, MFA in Creative Writing student and English Language Program (ELP) adjunct instructor
and tutor; Stephanie Vituccio ‘14, criminology; Angelina Francalancia ‘16, chemistry; Rosemary Davies ’16, undeclared; Jimena
Quan, Mexican MBA student and graduate resident director; Kyoko Todaka, Japanese undergraduate exchange student; Oliver
Eichert, German exchange MBA student; and Sean Lawlor, MFA in Creative Writing student and ELP graduate assistant.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected,
Chatham University strives to be a leader in the
internationalization of education. To accomplish this,
Chatham brings the world to campus via its growing
enrollment of international students and makes it
a priority for students to take part in enriching, lifechanging study abroad experiences.

For Meaghan Clohessy of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
attending Chatham University was a way to awaken
her inner traveler and establish independence in a new
city. Once her eyes were open to this new opportunity,
she couldn’t get enough. As a double major in creative
writing and American history, Meaghan decided to
study abroad at Cambridge University in England
during the summer of 2012. There, she took two courses
that related to each of her majors and her newfound
love of travel: travel writing and British history.
“This experience gave me the motivation to seek out
new opportunities. And the classes I took reinforced
my love of both writing and history, energizing me
for the fall semester at Chatham,” she says. “Studying
at Cambridge didn’t change what I wanted to do –
be a teacher – but it changed where I could teach. I
would trust myself to find a home in a land with a
culture different from my own. I don’t think I would
have figured that out about myself had I not gone to
Cambridge.”
Chatham students are encouraged to study abroad,
and opportunities to do so are offered year-round.
The countries they visit are only limited by their
imaginations. During the 2011-12 school year, a total
of 128 Chatham students studied abroad. Maymester
students in 2012 studied in a diverse number of nations,
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including Germany, the Galapagos Islands in Ecuador,
Indonesia, and Turkey, and exchange and sponsored
programs were offered in South Korea, Italy, Japan,
Sweden, and elsewhere.
For its high undergraduate participation in
study abroad, Chatham was ranked ninth
in the country among the Top 40 Master’s
Colleges and Universities (based on the 2010
Carnegie Classification of Institutions of
Higher Education) in the 2012 Open Doors
Report. The report, supported by a grant from the
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs at the U.S.
Department of State, is a comprehensive resource
on international students and scholars studying or
teaching at higher education institutions in the
United States and U.S. students studying abroad for
academic credit at their home colleges or universities.
“Chatham is committed to education abroad,”
says Karin Chipman, study abroad coordinator.
“Study abroad students learn to be resourceful
and solve problems for themselves – great
transferable skills for any career. Navigating
through a new city, negotiating in a foreign
currency, learning and practicing a new
language – these experiences build the students’
self-confidence.”
Coordinating study abroad experiences is just
one facet of the Chatham University Office of
International Affairs (OIA), which provides learning
opportunities and services that foster cross-cultural
awareness, facilitates intercultural communications,
and enhances knowledge of world cultures and
societies for all students at Chatham.

OIA staff assist students from more than 25 countries around
the world, offering a wide variety of services and hosting events
throughout the year, providing a way for international students to
connect and broaden their networks with students from all over
the world who share a common experience.
Students depend on OIA to assist with nearly every aspect of
college life.“The Office of International Affairs helped me to
make sure I registered for my courses on time, provided all
necessary filing information for immigration, and took care of
my health care and financial issues by redirecting me to student
health services and the student accounts office,” says Natalia
Mareicheva, a student from Russia.
“I was introduced to the structure of Chatham’s student services
so that I knew where to address my inquiries. International affairs
also helped me a lot with figuring out my opportunities for
internships and volunteering in Pittsburgh, and even obtaining
my Pennsylvania driver’s license.”
She also attended multiple events organized by OIA, including
workshops, presentations, social events, activities, and a trip to
Washington, D.C.
“My experience has been great so far,” says Natalia. “I feel like I’m
getting a very high-quality education and services. I interact with
faculty and staff a lot, as well as with international students. I’m
enjoying the opportunities I have and looking forward to every new
day at Chatham. I can’t emphasize enough how welcome I feel here
and what great staff I’ve met. I’m really lucky to be here.”
Students like Natalia may enroll in a broad range of workshops
focused on living and learning in the United States. With such
programming offerings as E-mailing Your Professor, Plagiarism
and Citations for International Students, Working with
your Academic Advisor, and Culture Shock/Homesickness,
international students may take advantage of programs that help
them better acclimate to a new city, country, and culture.
Kyoko Todata, an exchange student from Kyoto Women’s
University in Japan, has also enjoyed the broad range of services
and events that are part of OIA.
“I had many opportunities to get to know students from around
the world,” she says. “I talked to students from different countries,
all studying at Chatham, and got to know their cultures and
languages. I also enjoyed sharing Japanese culture with my new
friends here. I really enjoyed showing everyone at Chatham the
Japanese tea ceremony.”
Kobe University Japanese
exchange students
(left to right) Kasumi
Yamamoto, Miyuki Sakai,
Emi Akamatsu, Maki
Akane, Himawari Inoue,
and Sayaka Wakayama
wear floral wreaths to
celebrate the Global
Focus Year of Europe:
Scandinavia at the 2012
Opening Convocation.

Jingxi Zhang and Yihong Zhang, both undergraduate students from
China, are seated with friends at the annual Thanksgiving Dinner,
held in the Athletic Fitness Center in November 2012.

OIA also facilitates the Global Focus Program at Chatham, which
concentrates on one country or region of the world each year
to enable the college community to engage in a comprehensive
study of that region through coursework, class assignments,
campus events, community activities, cocurricular programs and
service learning projects. The 2012-13 Global Focus program is
Year of Europe: Scandinavia.
Additionally, Chatham offers intensive, testing-based, and
customized English programs along with a summer English
language and culture program for international students. The
English Language Program offers courses in listening/speaking,
reading, writing, grammar, and American culture. Students at
advanced levels may take mainstream academic courses together
with English as a Second Language courses. These courses are
designed to prepare students for academic work in universities
and colleges in North America, improve their general English
language abilities, successfully transition to an undergraduate or
graduate program at Chatham, and enjoy a short-term language
and culture experience in the United States.
Ling Liao, a marketing student from China, cited the English
language program as a primary focus of her interaction with OIA.
“In addition to consulting information about studying abroad and
work issues, I gained language help through the OIA,” says Ling.
“I also enlarged my network by attending different events hosted
by the office. So far, they always have the answer for me when I
seek help.”
OIA impacts the lives of hundreds of Chatham students every
year. For Meaghan, that meant something as simple as an
e-mail forwarded by a faculty member detailing a study abroad
opportunity that she had never before considered. While the
benefits of a study abroad program are many, Meaghan has it
narrowed down to two primary things.
“It’s a tough choice between the newfound independence
and finding perspective,” says Meaghan. “But I have go with
perspective because with any study abroad experience, you
are placing physical distance between yourself and the stress of
your life back home.You suddenly find yourself able to tackle
these problems that seemed impossible back home. Finding that
perspective is a good feeling and can be taken back with you to
be applied in your life at home.”
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CCW Alumnae

Featured Decade
Memories from the University Archives
In February 1961,
near Woodland Hall,
students add finishing
touches to a “snow
seal,” which was the
Chatham mascot
until 1995, when the
cougar made its first
appearance.

We celebrate the 1960s at Chatham with photos from
the Chatham University Archives and the memories
of alumnae who attended during this exciting and
tumultuous decade. We’re always struck by the vastly
different experiences of students who graduated in
the early ‘60s compared to those who graduated later
in the decade. Perhaps a bit of a cliché, but what a
time of change!
A special thanks goes out to the alumnae who
shared – we wish we had room for all of your stories.
Additional photos, yearbooks, and much more from
the Chatham University Archives can be found online
at library.chatham.edu/screens/archives.html. Or
stop by and visit us in the basement of the Jennie
King Mellon Library – we’d love to hear your Chatham
memories, too.

Juniors in the
Class of 1961
anxiously await
the 1959 Song
Contest results.
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Chatham College for Women Alumnae

Students chat with then
President Edward “Ted”
Eddy in 1966. Ted was
the president of Chatham
from 1960 to 1977.

Lorenzo Malfatti directs the college choir in this photo from 1960.

“When I think of those years at Chatham, I think of music. So
much music in our lives, starting with Song Contest, Freshman
Entertainment, and choir. Mr. M. [Mr. Malfatti] was a master –
we all so wanted to make lovely music for him. And having the
opportunity to sing eight-part music with choirs from men’s
colleges was a thrill. We sang after dinner many evenings – that
was when we had ‘sit down’ meals. My, how we could sing, college
songs mostly. Students from all four years became very connected
that way.
“I remember singing ‘I’m going to build me a castle painted purple
and white’ at every stop of a choir tour. And singing in the bars of
motels when we could get in. And we sang well.”

“Members of our class did a lot of demonstrating both on campus
and off – in Pittsburgh and Washington, D.C. It was a time of great
change on college campuses both in terms of curriculum and also
student rights and the desire for students to be more fully engaged in
decision-making affecting them, such as curfews and
dress codes.”
“The Kent State shooting of unarmed students, which resulted in
the death of four students, occurred May 4, 1970, just a few weeks
before our graduation. We wore armbands at graduation in memory
of the fallen students.”
	Evelyn Freeman ’70

	Mary Krein Howarth ‘65

“In the four years that we were at Chatham (1966-70), we
changed all the rules! When we arrived, we had to wear skirts
to dinner and to class on the first day of each semester (to show
respect for our professors?). We had curfews, and men were
NEVER allowed in our dorm rooms. By the time we left in
the spring of 1970, there were virtually no rules, except that
technically men were not allowed to stay overnight in the dorms.
While these changes were not ‘women’s rights’ issues, they
certainly reflected our view that as women we could manage
our own lives without excessive supervision by the school
administration.”
“We had many guest speakers during our time on campus, but the
one I remember most was Margaret Mead during our freshman
year. I was living in Dilworth, which at the time had a guest
apartment in the lower level. Margaret Mead was staying overnight
there after speaking at Chatham and we invited her upstairs into
the dorm rooms where we made popcorn and sat around and
just talked with her. It was unbelievable access to a successful and
incredibly interesting woman. That was the kind of experience
that made Chatham such a special place to be.”

“Women’s rights were a big topic during my graduate school years, but I
don’t recall it being a big topic on campus. Maybe I was just too isolated in
my chemistry lab! When I graduated from UC Berkeley in 1966, I was told by
Purina Foods, which was looking to hire a Ph.D. chemist, that they didn’t hire
women. So, obviously, not a lot of progress had been made at that time.”
“What a wonderful experience it was to live in Mellon, even if our room was
originally the maid’s quarters at the very top! My friends and I spent a lot of
time in the chemistry lab but also playing bridge in the hall when we weren’t
studying. When we lived in Woodland Hall we could climb out on the dining
room roof and study in the sun. My father told me when he saw Mellon Hall
that I would never live that gloriously again!”
	Marianne Kipper ’61

Pam Bradley ’70

Students browse through magazines in
their residence hall room, c. 1965.
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2013 Alumni Award Winners
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Alumni Events & News
2013 Distinguished
Alumna Award

The Honorable
Mary Jo Wills ’73

The Distinguished Alumna Award
is given annually to an alumna
whose achievements represent
the fulfillment of Chatham’s
mission of excellence in the
liberal arts education of women.
Recipients have made inspiring
contributions to their particular
fields, volunteer organizations,
and society in general. The final
selection each year is made by
a committee of the Alumnae
Association Board.

Mary Jo Wills is a career diplomat
with more than 30 years of
experience in international affairs.
She has a bachelor’s degree in history
from Chatham, a master’s degree in
business administration from Virginia
Tech, and a master’s degree in national
security strategy from the National
War College.

William Trimble Beatty
Volunteer Award
The William Trimble Beatty
Volunteer Award is awarded
annually to an individual who
has served Chatham as an
outstanding volunteer.
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How did your experience at Chatham College for Women shape
you into the successful woman you are today?

“My experience at Chatham altered my way of thinking about myself
and my place in the world. I came to Chatham with of a love of learning
and am grateful for having been in an environment that was nurturing
and supportive. I learned to think, write, and express myself with
discipline and purpose.This gave me the foundation to pursue any goal
that I chose knowing that I had acquired the skills to succeed and the
confidence to use them. Confidence leads to courage, which enabled me to
explore new opportunities like learning to speak several languages, leave
my country, navigate different cultures, and be open to new perspectives. I
succeeded in my career of public service because Chatham succeeded in its
purpose to provide a life-affirming education.”

Jane Grisell Murphy, Ph.D. ’68
Jane Grisell Murphy graduated from
Chatham College with a bachelor’s
degree in sociology and went on to earn
a master’s degree at Emory University.
She pursued a health and mental health
research career until entering the
University of Pennsylvania, where she
received her Ph.D.
How did your experience at Chatham College for Women shape
you into the successful woman you are today?

“Simply put, Chatham changed my life. I developed the academic skills
needed to transition to a successful graduate school experience and then
into a career in health services research and medical communications.
In particular, I learned to think critically and to write clearly. Chatham
also gave me my first experience with the wider world. My life has
been much enriched by an appreciation of the literature, art, music, and
theater of our own and other cultures, an appreciation which began in
the Western [Civilization] course freshman year.”

Chatham College for Women Alumnae

2013 Cornerstone Awards
Established in 1997, the Cornerstone Awards are
presented each year during Reunion Weekend to identify
and recognize the achievements of alumnae in a variety of
fields. As a subset of the Cornerstones, the Young Alumnae
Cornerstone Award has been given out since 2001. Read
on to meet this year’s award recipients.
Science

Leslie Beres-Sochka ’83
Leslie Beres-Sochka earned her bachelor’s degree
in psychology from Chatham and holds a master’s
degree in biostatistics from the University of
Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health,
where she was a predoctoral research fellow with
the university’s psychiatric epidemiology program.

“Chatham was a transformational experience that helped me find my
‘voice’ in the classroom and through leadership opportunities. It was great to
be a smart woman.The professors were awesome.Through the internships
and independent studies in which I participated, I gained experience that
would later drive my career choices.The tutorial prepared me for my eventual
professional career. Aside from what I learned about my research topic through
the tutorial, I found that it was possible, with a lot of determination, hard
work, and faculty support, to transform an idea/hypothesis into a fully
realized project.”

Olabukunola Williams ’03
Olabukunola “Buky” Williams earned her bachelor’s
degree in global policy studies at Chatham and a
master’s degree in international peace studies from
the University for Peace in San José, Costa
Rica.

Lois Michaels ’53
Lois Michaels is a dual
graduate of Chatham,
with bachelors’ degrees in
history and political science.
Additionally, she holds a
master’s degree in medical and
hospital administration from
the University of Pittsburgh
Graduate School of Public
Health.
How did your experience at Chatham College for
Women shape you into the successful woman you
are today?

How did your experience at Chatham College for
Women shape you into the successful woman you are today?

Young Alumni

Public Health

“Chatham’s influence is immeasurable. Dormitory
living shaped me into a more tolerant and less
judgmental person. College life centered around caring
adults, a liberal arts curriculum, and teacher certification.
Being a “PCW girl” attracted a Pitt medical student,
my husband of 60 years. Credit is also due to Human
Development and Behavior, a required course teamtaught by outstanding women, a biologist and a
psychologist.They enabled me, with humor, to balance
career, marriage, and parenting while emphasizing the
value of a skill set that relied on being able to clearly
speak and write English. A European and an Asian
professor opened my eyes to a broader worldview.”

Education

Barbara Heffer ’68
Barbara Heffer graduated from Chatham
with a bachelor’s degree in psychology
and went on to earn a master’s degree in
special education from Teachers College,
Columbia University. She has served as
an educator in independent and public
schools and as a private tutor.

How did your experience at Chatham
College for Women shape you into the
successful woman you are today?

How did your experience at Chatham College for Women
shape you into the successful woman you are today?

“My experience at Chatham gave me
the strong foundation I needed to
figure out my place in the world.
It provided me with the safe yet
challenging space I needed to find
my voice. And while there,
I discovered the power of
community and that I am
because we are.”

“Upon reflection, I would say that Chatham afforded me the
opportunity to navigate my way through four years of exploring
academic challenges, collaborating with classmates and professors,
developing interpersonal skills, and communicating with women
who brought intelligence, passion, and fun into the classroom.The
knowledge I gained allowed me to figure out what came next, which
was a career in teaching followed by parenthood and meaningful
volunteer activities. It would seem that my experiences at Chatham
provided the foundation for a life filled with positive outcomes.”
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1.

Prajna Parasher (far left), chair of the art, design
and communication program, shares smiles
with Kate Cheney Chappell ’67 and her daughter
Sarah at the opening of Kate’s Interrelated
exhibit at the Woodland Gallery in October.

2.

(Left to right) Chatham Director of
Undergraduate Admission Marylyn Scott,
Carlita Johnson Head ’93, and Vivian Lowery
Derryck ’67, catch up at an Alumni & Friends
Reception and Campus Update in Washington,
D.C., in October. The event was hosted by
Muriel Bowser ‘94, Betsy Crone ’67, Vivian
Lowery Derryck ’67, and June Linowitz ’67.

3.

(Left to right) Morgan Gable ‘04, June
Linowitz ’67, and Betsy Crone ’67 enjoy
networking in the nation’s capital.

4.

(Left to right) Robyne Lee ‘08, Karen
Proietti ‘07, and Deborah Lyles ’08 make
a toast to the holiday season at an alumni
reception prior to Candlelight.

5.

(Left to right) Christina Sahovey ‘11, Kate
Rubino ‘11, Director of Alumni Relations Cori
Begg MPW ‘13, Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations Monica Cooney, and Julie Victain ‘14
are excited to celebrate Candlelight at Chatham.

Chatham College for Women Alumnae

8
7

9

10

7.	Graduates were all smiles at this December’s
Commencement ceremony. Prajna Parasher delivered
the commencement address at the ceremony.
8.

11

(Left to right) President Barazzone, Betty McMahon ’50,
Corky Anderson ’50, Cordelia Suran Jacobs ’60,
Christina Johnson ’90, Cathleen Morgan ’70,
Barbara Schilling ’50, Virginia Gregory ’60, and
Director of Planned Giving Emily Peters are pictured
after a February brunch in Bonita Springs, Florida.

9.	In February, Chatham held its inaugural 101 Days ‘til
Graduation event, sponsored by the GOLD (Graduates
Of the Last Decade) committee. Students and alumnae
participated in roundtable discussions about networking,
searching for jobs, and applying to graduate schools.
10.	Senior Class President Olivia Traini ’13 (left) enjoys
talking with recent alumna Virginia Paul ’08 about
what to expect after graduation.

12

11. Following a docent-led tour of the Barnes Museum,
Sarah Stulga ‘08 and Allene Steinberg ‘90 celebrate the
kickoff of the Greater Philadelphia Regional Chapter of
the Chatham University Alumni Association.
12. Chatham students, alumni, faculty, and staff helped
the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy plant nearly 50 trees
in Frick Park on April 20 as part of Chatham Cares, the
Alumni Association’s first national day of service. Alumni
from Washington D.C.; Alexandria, Virginia; and Erie,
Pennsylvania, also participated in service activities on
this day in conjunction with Earth Day.
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2012 Reunion Weekend
4

1.

5

Class of 1962 grads (left to right)
Georgetta Churan, Gretchen Wright
Gantzer, and Ginger Miller return to
campus to celebrate their landmark
reunion in style.

2.	Student Alumni Association members
served as ambassadors throughout the
weekend, engaging and networking with
Chatham’s esteemed alumnae.
3.

Following an a capella performance,
Hemidemisemiquaver member Jessica
Snyder ‘12 discusses Chatham then and
now at the Class of 1962 Luncheon.

4.	Graduates of the class of ‘77 (left to right)
Suzy Fiori, Terri Price Dean, Lisa Colbert,
Terri Jemison McKenzie, and Cindy
McDonough flip through Faces & Places,
a publication given to new students to
familiarize them with classmates.
5.

(Left to right) Jean Weir ‘87, Jan
Necessary ‘75, Jann Chirdon ‘78,
Alexis Smith Macklin ’92, and Maureen
Piraino ‘85 toast to good times at the
President’s Reception at Gregg House.

Chatham alumnae “came home” and had a
blast: A peek at some of the fun that was had
October 12-14 during the 2012 Reunion Weekend
Chatham alumnae enjoy a long and lasting connection to one another as well as to
the University. The 2012 Alumnae Reunion Weekend provided an opportunity to
reconnect with lifelong friends, faculty, and classmates; visit campus; and rediscover the
shared values that have brought generations of Chatham women together.
The 2012 Alumnae Reunion Weekend reunited nearly 200 Chatham graduates
representing 21 states and the years 1943 through 2011. Guests enjoyed student-led
tours of campus, an alumnae reception at Gregg House, and a Taste of Tomorrow
Brunch at Eden Hall. The Class of 1962 celebrated a milestone 50-year anniversary and
a delightful time was had reminiscing, sharing stories, and catching up.
6.	Members of the Class of 1992 (left to right) Kim May Boccio, Christie Reynolds
Patterson, Jennifer Leighty Eiben, Lisa Kulick, and Dawn Kulick don flapper regalia for an
evening of Charleston dancing and bathtub gin at the Great Gatsby Gala at The Mansions
on Fifth.
7.

Chatham alumnae honor the school’s past and celebrate the future during a Sunday
morning groundbreaking brunch at the Eden Hall Campus.

6
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C l ass Notes

Class Notes

’40

Jean Curry Burt enjoys Saxony Village

’42

Alison “Sunny” Croft Armstrong

Retirement Home and is close to her
daughter and family. She feels blessed to have such a
wonderful life and turns 94 in June!

celebrates 68 years of marriage this year
and lives Naples, FL. Her son passed away last year,
and her daughter, a former Chatham student, lives in
Upper St. Clair, PA, with her family.

’46

Dorothy Groves Carson is proud of

Chatham. Her life is good and she sends
“Hello!” to classmates and friends.

Elizabeth Jane Wilson Geeting is pleased
Class Notes are back and looks forward to reading
them!

Evie Matthews Reece celebrated her 68th

wedding anniversary this year. Her grandson and
his wife celebrated their first anniversary and her
Jane McClung Sincell has lived in Sarasota, FL, granddaughter is pursuing a career in computers.
for 35 years and loves it. Despite a knee replacement Her son teaches oceanography classes at the
and a mild heart attack, Jane drives, plays bridge, and University of North Florida.
has season tickets to the theater. She has six greatDoris Sisler White was the only one from ’46
grandkids and feels lucky to have lived so long.
to attend last fall’s reunion. She toured campus
Marjorie Wood Yearick lives in her own home, with her children and they visited their old home
in Uniontown, PA. She is in the middle of Great
attends church regularly, and recently traveled to
Decisions (foreign policy group) classes. Though
Hawaii with family — all at 91 years young.
Doris never thought she would be doing homework
Edith Cole resides at Grace Manor senior at 85, she loves it!
residence. She retired from the Army as
a colonel, having served during WWII and in the
Helen Hunter White moved to a retirement
reserves. She was a physical therapist for the VA and community two years ago. She enjoys many
celebrates her 90th birthday this spring.
activities and has made new friends. She says
“Life is good!” and doesn’t cook anymore because
Marion Springer Edmunds is in the
breakfast and dinner are included!
same home after 59 years. Although her
husband is blind, they are well. Her granddaughters
Priscilla Gersmannen Joseph is
study physics at Aberdeen University in Scotland and
back from Florida and looking forward to
international business at Mercyhurst University.
spring. Her granddaughter is skiing in Finland with
her wife; they were married in 2012. Her daughter,
Joan Titus Dunlop hosted family from
Randy sold part of her CPA firm in Seattle, and her
Ft. Collins, CO, a son from California, and a
daughter Judy is in Brooklyn working at a college.
daughter and granddaughter from Canada this spring. Priscilla recovered from a staph infection and looks
At 87, she is a member of the Presbyterian choir and
forward to hearing from old friends.
a choir for seniors.
Alice M. Kells will be 87 in August and is
Helen Truxal Noyes is winning at duplicate
happy to see Class Notes back! She hasn’t seen
bridge, attending the symphony, and cocktailing
classmates since 1947, but often thinks of them,
with friends. Her children are planning a celebration
especially the bio majors and those who entered
for her 90th. Some of her fondest memories are of
halfway through freshman year.
Chatham.
Barbara Mason enjoys living in Arizona close
Lois Lutz Pierce prays daily for her grandson
to family. She belongs to an athletic club for
in Afghanistan. Her great-grandkids are good and
women, has friends there, and works out with a
daughters live in South Carolina and Arizonia. Lois
trainer. She’s keeping fit at 88 and sends regards to
volunteers at the hospital and library and teaches
classmates.
bridge classes.
Else Greger Miller lives in a retirement facility
Phyllis Ingraham Stout is nearly 89 and lives in a and loves it. Since her husband doesn’t drive, she
retirement community in North Carolina. She is active is busy as the chauffeur. Else flew to Memphis, TN,
in American Association of University Women and
to attend her granddaughter’s wedding and had a
book club. Her grandson finished Harvard Law School great time. She sings in a women’s group, reads,
and clerks at the Supreme Court. Her granddaughter
and thinks.
earned a master’s at St. Andrews and works for a
publishing company in England.
Mary Alice Kline Morris hated missing her
65th reunion and has stopped spending winters in
Florida. She enjoys activities with church and friends
at the senior center. Mary has 11 grandchildren and
16 great-grandchildren.

’43
’44

’47

’45

To submit a Class Note or photo
for publication in the Chatham
Recorder, visit chatham.edu/
classnotes. For more information,
contact the Office of Alumni
Relations at alumni@chatham.edu
or 412-365-1255.
Submissions may be edited for
length and clarity.
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Ingeborg Mueller Baylor is vertical and moving,
though a little bit slower. She visited her daughter in
Texas last year and took a Caribbean cruise in 2013.
She plays duplicate bridge, bowls, delivers Meals-onWheels, and meets Ginger Long Carlson ‘48 for lunch
once a month.

Jeanne Wilkofsky Bloomstein exercises at
the “Y” five days a week, where she met former
PCW student Norma Stoffer ‘51! She went to Los
Angeles to celebrate her granddaughter’s 10th
birthday – she hasn’t missed one yet!

Joy Wilson Douglas sold her 60-year old home,

Alene Hutton Sage moved to the Riley
Apartments, where she keeps busy with activities.
She sings in the choir and serves as deacon at the
First Presbyterian Church. She keeps in touch with
Evelyn Mock George ’47, her roommate at Fickes
Hall. They are both great-grandmothers!

bounced from family visits to assorted apartments,
and has finally settled on another mountain top.
It’s been an effective way to shrink her worldly
possessions!

retirement village. After her husband’s death, she
chronicled the life of her parents and husband,
compiling more than 100 years of memorable
moments. PEO remains her other interest, as it
sponsors educational opportunities for women.

Sally Geary Hansen has been in a comfortable

Lenore Rothschild Klein is sad to say her

adult care home for a year and stays busy with books,
crosswords, and visits with her oldest high school
friend. She loves Tucson, AZ!

Virginia “Ginny” Toy Schenck says, “I’m still

Janet Kirkup Marville had a difficult year. Her

husband of 60 years passed away last May. She is
fortunate to have good friends and family for support
and keeps busy with tennis and cardio dance. Her
grandkids are well. She is grateful for good health
so far!

June Davies Rush volunteers at her church and
does mission work at Sojourner House. She keeps
in contact with ’47 classmates Elna Brazul Hively,
Virginia Toy Schenck, Betty Wedd Morrison, LaVern
Lowes Scott, and Barbara Volk Johnston. She is also
caregiver for her husband of 64 years. Her career
was a mother of three daughters and a middle
school English teacher.

here.”

Patricia Jaycox Shaw sold her home after
60 years, and she now lives in a condo overlooking
Youghiogheny C.C. where she hosts family every
Sunday. Her husband died in 2008, and her
granddaughter is in graduate school at Chatham.

Norma Trozzo Hopkinson resides at Redstone
Highlands in Murrysville, PA. Her husband died in
2004. Her macular degeneration required a lot of
adjustments, but otherwise she is okay! Family
members are helpful and encouraging.

’48

Jean Forncrook Armstrong is

forging ahead despite being nearly blind.
Her energetic great-granddaughter was born in the
spring, and she hopes to attend her granddaughter’s
wedding this summer. Jean is in contact with Kay
Meinken ‘48.

husband had a heart valve replacement and spent
weeks in intensive care, and she had a heart attack.
They’re recouping, getting stronger daily, and getting
their lives back.

Margaret Reckard Santorilla is busy with
volunteering, gardening, and home maintenance.
She is thankful to have avoided Hurricane Sandy and
sends greetings to all!

Lenore Corey Hanson lives in a comfortable

Catherine Helfrich Leffler is happy, healthy,
and having a great life in beautiful Santa Barbara,
CA. She’s retired three times in the field of
education, most recently at age 80 from UC Santa
Barbara. Her four daughters now live in California.
Rita Lee McEldowney Spalding is painting,

and the exhibiting room in the Library in Penn Hills,
PA, is named for her and her husband. She’s past
Jerry Kimball Wells and her walker are fine. She president of Penn Hebron Garden Club and serves
drives locally, has no complaints, and says hello to all. as secretary of the Penn Hills Arts Council. Rita has
four grandsons.
Eva Christy Frangoulis is happily
living in Oakmont-Longwood Retirement
Phyllis Linder Spiegel has five grandchildren,
Community along with about 15 to 20 Pennsylvania
one great-grandchild, and two children. She was
College for Women (PCW) graduates. They meet once a teacher for six years and loved it. She lost her
a year for a luncheon. Her family is well and she has
husband long ago and did not remarry. Chatham was
eight great-grandchildren!
one of the highlights of her life.

’49

’51

Jean Forward Frank celebrated her 63rd
Patricia O’Keefe Beede continues
wedding anniversary in 2013. Nine years ago, she and
to enjoy life in the Capital District of
her husband left Pittsburgh and moved to a retirement New York.
community in Ohio. She takes part in exercise
classes, various committees, concerts, golf, writing
Gwendolyn Bach Lammert says her titanium
music, and playing classical programs at church.
knees are working well. She is active at church, in
a book club, in bridge clubs, and in PEO, where she
Elizabeth Walker Hyser says ‘Hi’ to all her
serves as recording secretary and prepares monthly
classmates and is so proud to be a part of the BEST
newsletters. She is a proud grandparent, and her
University in the nation!
three children are nearby.
Carolyn Walker Shoup is an oil and watercolor

’48

Marie Cohn Chiles is alive and

well living in a “land cruise” retirement
community. She and her husband have been
honored by Baylor University for more than 40
years of active service and support. Being involved
in the Edgemere community, the University, and
their city keeps them contented, connected, and
on the go.
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artist with shows in Tampa Bay, FL. She travels
worldwide and recently performed a successful onewoman show in Clearwater. She has been dating a
wonderful man, a pharmacist, for eight years.

’50

Phoebe Anne Thorne Birmingham

moved to a retirement village near
Cleveland, OH. She is close to her daughter and
friends. Her youngsters are grown up — the oldest is
an engineer, the next is a lawyer, and the last wants
to be a vet. Her health is fine — just a few little
things need “fixing” now and then.

Lois Franke Lee and her husband have moved
from sunny southern California to the beautiful
but rainy, Pacific Northwest to be closer kids and
grandkids. They’ve been there four months and are
healthy and enjoying family.

Ethel Anderson Mesloh is doing well at 84.
She’s not traveling any more, but drives locally and
plays piano. She loves her e-reader and just bought
a Sony tablet to keep up with the times.

Ann Gould Moore celebrated her 60th wedding
anniversary this fall. She and her husband plan to
cruise to Ireland in August. She feels fortunate to
enjoy good health and keeps busy in her retirement
community.

’54

Marlene Shettel is amazed by the

Barbara Young Hopkins works in an
elementary school, except when she is in Aniyana
for the winter. She has a granddaughter at
Duquesne University and grandson working for
PNC. She enjoys having young ones around.

accomplishments of her ‘51 classmates. She stayed
close to “home” while creating six children — a
daughter and five sons. She’s been blessed with 18
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. She’s
visited them in Paris and Taipei.

Joyce Wilde Welty is sorry to say her husband
passed away last year. She is grandmother of six
and great-grandmother of three. Her three children
are all runners, one who has run the Boston
Marathon 18 times, and ran again this year.

’52

Joanne Shelley Davis moved to her

husband’s hometown of Pennsville, NJ,
in 1974 and has since visited 40 countries. Her son,
an Army aviator, flew 174 missions from Bagram
AB in Afghanistan. One daughter is a junior at
University of Kentucky and another will start college
next semester. Her son Scott and daughter-in-law
Shannon live in Texas. Daughter Nancy, a former
Army nurse, is now an oncologist.

Nancy Baker Fekety and her cat have just
moved into an assisted living facility. They are
surrounded by helpful people, and it is a lovely
place. She has arthritis and other medical problems
but usually feels fine.

Martha McLaughlin Ellers thanks Barbara
Bruner ‘52 for getting all the class news together
for the 60th reunion. Her main work is getting the
annual Women’s History celebration going in March.
Marcia Mamolen Stewart had a wonderful
time at Reunion! She traveled to London on the
Post-Gazette Theater Tour in March and visited
Williamsburg, VA, in April.

’53

Esther Jean Schofield Fornof

celebrated her 80th birthday with family
and friends and vacationed with her son and his
wife in Aruba. They went to the beach, enjoyed the
island cuisine, and even watched a Steeler game at
the swim-up-bar.

Elaine Vincic Weil retired as a docent from
Carnegie Museum of Art after 10 years but
continues to be involved as an associate. She enjoys
time with ’53 classmates Nancy Armstrong, Sally
Ferrel, Kay Merge, and Nancy Courtney. Elaine also
enjoys being with daughter Susan Berman Mason
’88, and grandchildren.

Maryanne Taptich Barnes

published a book about her cat, Morgan.
It’s a relationship book that has found hundreds
of women who live with a cat absolutely loving it.
Read more at aCatisBetter.com.

’55

Linda Cunningham Bhame has
been undergoing treatment for ovarian
cancer, but is doing well. She enjoys genealogy
research and has found 15 Revolutionary War
ancestors in her lineage— all from the Pittsburgh
area! She’s developed a series of lectures about
Revolutionary War history and enjoys presenting.
Leslie Mulvihill Brockett-Wohlfarth enjoys
a peaceful and quiet retirement, reading and
rejoicing at her husband’s complete recovery from
lung cancer.
Carla Norberg Gaut is busy with garden club
activities and recently enjoyed a workshop with
a floral designer from France. She’s working on
downsizing her home for a future move to a senior
residence in Texas. Carla has several volunteer
positions to retire from.

Patricia McCormick Goodrich was shocked
by Hurricane Sandy. She’s sad to report her
husband passed away in 2011 after a stroke. She’s
in the “homestead” and has wonderful visits from
children and her grandson. She loves painting,
reading, music, and PBS.
Barbara Beacham Johnston visited the
Lakota Indians in South Dakota on a volunteer visit.
She’s finished her term as president of PEO chapter
G. Her farm in the Laurel Mountains is used by
her granddaughter to supply local restaurants and
hotels with beef and free-range chickens.

Joan Monahan McFalls visited England to
help her granddaughter settle into graduate school
at University College London. She became a greatgrandmother to twins. She serves on the Board of
Trustees for Berkshire Health Systems and stays in
touch with Libby Graham Williams ‘55, her former
roommate.

Lavinia Grimes Simons spends her traveling
days seeing her sons and their families. She looks
forward to warmer days so she may get outside
and plant new things in the garden. Lavinia’s
husband passed in 2011 of complications from
Alzheimer’s.

Eleanor Carroll Ulmer and her husband
continue their usual activities and visit their second
home in Daufuskie Island, SC. It’s a beautiful
place for her to paint; their children love it, too. In
Uniontown, their family gardens, and business and
community involvements keep them active.

Nancy Follett Waichler invites you to join her
in remembering her roommate, Kay Avers Headley
‘55. Nancy is honored to serve as a Chatham trustee.
She and Dick have been lovers and best friends for
57 years, enjoying their home, Michigan retreat,
and traveling often. In July, they will accompany 19
children and grandchildren to Alaska.

Nancy McCafferty Watts and her husband
finally admit they have reached old age! Their family
continues to expand – the last Christmas list had 63
names. They have been blessed and are glad to be
living in North Central Florida on the Gulf side.

’56

Mary Bailey is enjoying life in Raleigh,
NC. She sends greetings to all!

Elizabeth Reed Dann is sad to note the death
of her husband of 54 years. Her kids live on the East
Coast and are wonderful. Canopy of Neighbors,
an organization that enables seniors to continue
living at home, takes a lot of her time. She joined a
women’s club, which provides friendship, bridge, and
lectures. Church is important, and she participates in
a watercolor class and daily exercise.
Barbara Krantz enjoys her orchid collection and
traveling. She loves antiquing and has collections
of toys, hair receivers, banks, and art. She is
considering another cruise or a tour of the Pacific
Northwest. She’d like to help with the next ’56
reunion and misses the friendliness of Pittsburghers.
Ann Hawthorne Lewis sends greetings from
Texas. She’s been back to Virginia and Pennsylvania
twice a year for six years and finds the green grass
and trees to be beautiful. She has lunch with Martha
Kovalovsky Frew ‘56 in Washington, D.C., and
stopped to see Joanne Cochran ‘56 and Cliff Ellery
in 2011.
Judith Pitasky Markstein and her husband
moved to a senior residence in Sarasota from Long
Board Key, FL. They keep busy with attending ballet,
musical events, plays, and lectures. She invites
anyone in the area to visit!

Marilyn Miles Oliphant is enjoying the Virginia
climate and historic countryside. She is close to both
of her daughters and grateful to be in good health.
She keeps in touch with Meg Floyd Kaufman ‘56 and
sends greetings to classmates.
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Grace Nardulli Regutti and her husband
downsized to a condo in 2011. They have done little
traveling this year, but did vacation last summer with
family in Myrtle Beach, SC. She continues with yoga
and has a group of yoga friends — the yoga babes!

’57

Nancy Cannon Cocke is a bit slower

Nancy Galley Roderick is attending weddings,
anniversary parties, and reunions. She visited Florida
twice in 2012. In 2013, she celebrated her husband’s
“big” birthday in Atlanta with all of his children and
spouses. Nancy is looking forward to her reunion in
June.

Joan Munroe Mahoney missed winter
storm Nemo; various flu bugs, however, had their
day. She enjoyed Girl Scout cookies sold by her
granddaughter, and her twin granddaughters
love their preschool. Joan awaits spring and the
blossoming of the crab apple trees.

Barbara Goodstein “Goody” Selbst made

Marcia Rubinoff Rosenthal is working,
welcoming new grandbabies, and loving both!

great friends at Chatham and still sees some of
them. She says, “The area, the life, and the people
were such an education! I loved every day!”

and does not plan vigorous vacations,
though she remains active in the community. She’s
involved in putting together a cookbook for a local
organization, and her friends are very important to her. Elizabeth McCoy Yermack and 10 family
members will visit China in 2013 to meet with the
Dorothy Dieckmann Harman and husband,
family of her new daughter-in-law, who married the
Dave, continue to spend time at Louderdale by the
youngest of her three sons. The group will travel
Sea in Florida and most of the summer at their house together to Guangzhou, Guilin, and Kumming.
at Geneva on the Lake, OH. With their own beach, the
grandkids — ages 15, 13, and 11 — have a wonderful
Doris Redman Foster lives in
time visiting the Fourth of July week.
Meadville, PA, and retired from teaching
Latin/German/social studies at Meadville Junior
Carol Grim Kinsley teaches classes at the Quilt- High 15 years ago. Her husband died in 2005. She
store, mostly on the Long Arm Machine. Her yellow
has two sons, one in Pittsburgh, and another who
lab KT (4) is the center of her world. She golfs two to lives with his wife and three children in South
three times a week, but not nearly as well as before. Carolina.
Carol invites anyone coming to Florida to visit!
Ruth McMillen fulfilled a “bucket list” wish
Jane Pattie enjoys retirement and doing things
last fall visiting Paris and Normandy followed by
at her own pace. In 2009, her husband died. She’s
a transatlantic cruise to Florida. She will cruise to
adjusting and finding herself again. Jane is in a book Hawaii this spring. She volunteers at her church and
club, and volunteers for the Akron Food Bank and
in her patio home community.
Senior Independence Hospice Care. She enjoys AAA
and Road Scholar trips and driving to see family and
Barbara Brody took a riverboat trip
friends.
in 2011, lost her husband in 2012, and
navigated tax season in 2013. She plans to visit
Betsy Russell Pugh chairs the Executive Board
family and friends in Pittsburgh this spring.
of Constitution Island Association and serves on the
Board of Boscobel House and Gardens. Constitution
Winifred McDowell Follett was visited by
Island is an island in the Hudson River with strong ties family and friends in 2012, including Bobbi Friedman
to the Revolutionary War and literary artists of the
‘60 and Ralph London. Her hope is that at least 50
19th century. Boscobel is the home of an American
percent of her ‘60 classmates will give a gift to
Loyalist.
Chatham to support current students’ educations.

’59

’60

Elizabeth “Betts” Backes Runyan is well, a
little slower and achier here and there. She has taken
bus trips in past years – also several Elderhostel
weeks throughout the country – and both were
wonderful experiences.
Rhoda David Weitsman is thinking of moving to
Annapolis and enjoying children and grandchildren
(ages 9, 12, 15, 18, and 19). Rhoda keeps busy with
real estate and wishes all good health!

’58

Ruthie Cooper Klodell is sad to report
her husband of 54 years passed away in
2012. They moved to Cincinnati eight years ago to be
closer to children and grandchildren.

Lucy Gray Gilligan loves retirement! She rides
a Harley, dances swing, works on genealogy, and
reads. Her oldest granddaughter will enter medical
school, while her sister studies architecture in Italy.
Her grandson got his pilot’s license and is training to
be a commercial pilot. The others are in high school,
and the baby is now 10.
Susan Gordon Guttman’s husband passed
away in July a week before her birthday and two
weeks before their 35th anniversary. She sold
their house in Palm Beach, FL, and moved into an
apartment. Though it has been difficult, she has a
strong support group and her beloved dog, Charlie.

Amy Markus Killman enjoys consulting on a
family series for Pittsburgh Arts and Lectures and
volunteering with the Pittsburgh Opera. Her special
joy is family and her grandchildren, now 13 and 16.
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Virginia “Jinny” Long Springen’s shingles
are gone, and her broken arm is healed. Jinny loves
her home and friends. Her three daughters and their
“two each” children (and three sons-in-law) are
happy in their scattered locations.
Claire Tober Sullivan sadly reports her husband
of 41 years died under hospice care in 2010 due to
pulmonary fibrosis. She misses him and is thankful
for the support of friends and family. Claire keeps
busy with music and gardening and, with the help of
a bereavement group, is gradually feeling better.

Barbara Hesse Tabachnick has had a
difficult two years, culminating with the death of
her husband after 51 years of marriage. With the
bad comes good, thanks to the graduation of her
granddaughter from the University of Chicago and
admission of her grandson to the University of
Pittsburgh.
Joanne Kretz Weiss and her husband
celebrated their 75th birthdays in 2012 with a trip
to Vienna, then to Prague to a medical conference
where their son’s cancer research was presented.
Joanne hopes to see more of ‘60 classmates Patty
Evans Burns, Arlene Campbell Timmons, and Rachel
Siviter and hear about their adventures.

Faith Magdovitz Willis does consulting work
as a program evaluator for community agencies
and went back to teaching sociology courses for a
professor who took a leave of absence. She lost her
younger sister to uterine sarcoma, so encourages
classmates to enjoy each day.

Anne Smith Wright retired in 2012 and is
planning a trip to Berlin to celebrate this milestone.

’61

Robin DeKleine and her husband devote
much of their time to Habitat for Humanity,
Walnut Library, and to visiting children and six
grandchildren who live in New Jersey, Texas, and
California. They enjoy traveling and have been to
many beautiful and memorable places in the world.
Mary Sendek Jakabcsin and her husband have
planned a summer trip to Central Europe. They will
enjoy a guided tour, cruising the Danube River, and a
week traveling on their own. They are in good health
and enjoying retirement.

Marianne Kipper had a good year with a visit
by Sally Williams Vasse ‘61 last summer. Except
for a few health glitches, she’s pursued the usual
travels. January was spent in Cambodia and Vietnam.
Marianne has lots of places on her bucket list.

Carol Pike Maynard volunteers in a public school
every day to ensure the kids read above grade level.
She has been an active master gardener for 15 years.
Her daughter and family live in England, and Carol
visits twice a year. She’s seen Sue Rockwell Coen
’63 recently and urges classmates to call if near
Tanglewood.

Susan Childs Matheson is enjoying
grandchildren, traveling, singing, and ceramics. She is
adjusting to the beautiful Seattle area — a big move, Helen Roesing Monroe works in management
having lived in the Bay Area in California almost 50
consulting for charitable foundations. She recently
years.
closed an office and now selects the clients and
places she wants to work. It’s a form of “retirement.”
Carolyn “Sunny” Day Sharer and her husband Helen and her husband have a new travel goal to
enjoy good health and his semi-retirement from
see all of the presidential libraries. They did all the
Maryland’s intermediate appellate court. Her daughter national parks and say life is good.
works at the National Security Agency, and her
husband continues his career with Maryland Public
Toni Hartung Albitz is excited that her
Television, Merrill Lynch, and WallStreetWeek.
granddaughter will attend Chatham this fall.
com. Her son is manager of educational sales for CA
Toni says, “If her experience is anything like mine,
Technologies, and he and his wife have three children. she will receive a great education and have lots of
fun doing it!” She is living in Dallas, TX, with her dog,
Gretchen Wright Gantzer will retire in June from Cairo.
years of teaching English. She continues as director of
religious education at a local parish. Gretchen has six Suanne Pollack Boitz celebrated the new
grandchildren — four in college, two in high school
decade with a trip to Aruba. Her grandchildren now
— and is proud of them all. She says, “Great reunion; total 14 and a great-grandchild is due in April. She
see you in five!”
had a bout with West Nile virus over the summer, but
has recovered and is back to “normal” now.
Jane Chittenden Hopkins expects to
return to Atlanta or further north. She likes
Florida six months of the year, but prefers the nice
northeast breezes.

’64

’62

Jane Hardimon Libbing is living alone since

’63

Barbara Kessel Bloxsom is enjoying
retirement in Topeka, KS. Her three children
and their families are a source of interest and
activities. She has six grandchildren ranging in age
from 1 year to 21! An Episcopal priest never really
retires, so she fills in on Sundays where needed, and
is considered “on staff” by the rector of the parish.

’65

Jane Tremble Baumann has found
something she loves after practicing law for
too long. She now works for the South Kingston Land
Trust as membership coordinator preserving land in
perpetuity.
Ingrid von Dattan Detweiler enjoys time
with family, travel, and gardening. She’s active in
PEO International and her husband is involved in
Rotary. Her grandchildren live close by, so she enjoys
spending time with them. Her daughter lives in
Cambridge and works in marketing at Bose.
Ronya Sallade Driscoll has not forgotten
the glory of the Monday lectures on the arts; the
exceptional lectures of Dr. Cummins; the visiting
guests of Aaron Copeland, Helen Hayes, and Ravi
Shankar; the mind-boggling comparative religion
courses and Dr. Adelman’s anthropology; crazily
writing lyrics; and the friends never forgotten.

’65

her husband died in 2010. She is in her ninth year as
part-time education coordinator and youth orchestra
manager for the Michigan Philharmonic and looking
forward to her fourth Philharmonic Cruise (Italy,
Greece, and Turkey). Grandchildren, church, Pilates,
and gardening keep her on the go and healthy.

Faith Buchner Zarro and her husband are
fortunate to be living in a continuing care retirement
community. They have health issues, so the “safety
net” is wonderful. Ethel Fiderer ‘62 and Karen Batt
‘62 live nearby. She enjoys reading, playing cards,
entertainment, and activities. Her granddaughters
live in Arlington, VA. Her youngest son is a Ph.D.
candidate at Drexel University and eldest son is in
Boston.

Julianne Givner Reppenhagen spent years
as a Rotary International district governor and as
chair of Rotary’s NE Presidents-elect training. She
appreciated the downtime from spinal fusion surgery
in 2012. She’s condensing 45 years in Connecticut
to a portable storage unit to take to Arizonia to join
her daughter and family. Her son lives nearby in Las
Vegas.

Mary Krein Howarth

enjoyed a three-week
tour of China and summer vintage
baseball tournaments in Gettysburg
and Rochester. She’s singing,
ringing bells, doing database work
for a local history museum, going
to the opera and the symphony, and
will retire this year.

Dorothy Evans Fulton is thrilled her
granddaughter is getting her master’s at Chatham.
She had great fun renewing her acquaintance with
the campus during orientation.

Lucille Hillman is gardening and traveling up the
coast of Maine. The plan is to eat as much lobster as
possible. She also volunteers with the garden club
and local food bank. She intends to stay as immature
as possible for as long as possible!

Catherine Barley Paiste will celebrate 50
years of marriage on a Disney Cruise with family and
grandchildren. Life continues to treat her kindly, and
she welcomes visitors to Maine.

Lynne Swartz Jacobson will celebrate
her daughter’s wedding this spring. Her twin
granddaughters turn five in July; she has two trips
planned and is enjoying life in the most livable city.
She’s been blessed with good health, fortune, family
and friends.

Jill Squire Keech moved to Williamsburg, VA,
nearly two years ago and loves it. Her husband is a
retired newspaper sports writer. She works as the
part-time assistant director at a Montessori School,
and her grandkids are getting older (but not her!)

31

C l ass N otes

Diane Browarsky Levine can’t believe she’s
a few years from her 50th reunion! She’s teaching
10th and 12th grade English and having too good
of a time to leave. She is, however, lightening her
teaching load for next year. Her husband is at John
Hopkins Medicine with no plans to retire.

Susan Michaels Orringer lives in Ann Arbor,
MI, where her husband works as a thoracic surgeon.
Her children and grandchildren live in town, and they
enjoy their swimming and musical activities. She
keeps busy with community volunteering, family, and
traveling.

Pam Stirba Russell moved from the East
Coast to the West Coast — to Salem, OR. She
enjoys spending time with her family, husband, and
grandchildren. She feels blessed and sends best
wishes to Cass of ‘65.
Margaret “Peggy” Wilson has river cruised
from Amsterdam to Budapest and from Vienna to
the Black Sea. She walks daily, does Tai Chi twice a
week, volunteers for nonprofits, and is on two local
commissions.

’66

Catherine McGregor Bentz is in

her second year of marriage and retiring
in May after 15 years teaching business classes
at a junior college. She has traveled to NYC, New
Orleans, and Portland and plans to open a teaching
consulting business in 2013, on her time!

Susan Cohn Brenner enjoys travel,
grandchildren, life in Florida, and working part time.
She’s been with Bright Horizons for 22 years!

Elizabeth Pincus Candler lost 100 pounds
following bariatric surgery last March. She has seen
Kristin Jellison MacLeod ’66 several times in the
past year. She retired three years ago and loves it.

Hannah Gilman is retired after working for nine
months in an advisory fill-in job at UMass Boston
with RNs in the RN-BS Program. Now she teaches
water exercise classes at the “Y”.

Carol Sheldon Hylton joined the grandparent
club in 2012 with the birth of her first grandchild.
She celebrated her 50th high school reunion and
feels fortunate to keep in touch with several
Chatham friends.

Leslie Caplan Itskowitz enjoyed her
granddaughter’s wedding this year. She and her
husband both work but find time to enjoy family and
travel. She wishes a year of good fortune and health
to classmates.
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Barbara Lee Hewitt Orloff is retired and serves
on a Community Action Board addressing povertyrelated issues and seeking long term solutions. She
attended her 50th high school reunion and spent
time with friends she has known since kindergarten.
Her four grandchildren keep her young and in touch.
Jan Thomas Snyder had back surgery and a
fractured heel in 2011. The heel surgery and rehab
were botched, and the end result is a heel healed in
the broken position. She hopes to return to her job
as a bankruptcy paralegal soon. Jan scrapbooks and
two grandchildren are her joy.

Carlie White celebrated her 50th high school
reunion. As a member of the planning committee,
she says they did an awesome job! Carlie looks
forward to her 60th at Chatham!

’67

JoAnn Greenfield Abraham is doing

freelance marketing. She and Stuart now
spend time in Mexico in the winter and sailing by
Connecticut and Massachusetts in the summer. And
then there are the grandchildren!

Penelope Anderson Gladwell mentors
business professionals through EQMentor, engages
groups in strategic planning, leads two community
Bible studies, occasionally preaches and offers
pastoral care, golfs, reads, plays Mahjong, gardens
seasonally, and enjoys each day on “the mountain”
in West Virginia’s Eastern Panhandle. She and Dave
will celebrate 45 years of marriage in July.

Suzanne Hershey’s son Harley is teaching high
school in a remote village in Alaska, and the only
way to get there is by air or dog sled! She will try to
visit him sometime this year. Her daughter Courtney
is principal harpist for the Colorado Symphony,
and will play a duet with her former teacher from
Eastman School of Music this fall.

Mary Rosenberger Hourigan’s middle son,
wife, and their two daughters moved to her town
at the same time as her husband’s mother moved in
with them. She would like to hear from classmates
who find themselves in this situation. She is learning
a lot about senior caregiving, and at the same time
loving the giggles of two little blondies.

Janet Lois Walker is happily retired from
teaching at Chatham after almost 40 years. Now she
teaches Scottish Country Dancing all over the United
States at workshops, festivals, and summer schools.

Jo Messersmith Mitchell is retired and living
in Camp Hill, PA. Chatham activities include annual
giving, local alumnae events, awarding the Rachel
Carson Book Award, and getting together with
Chatham little sister Beckey Conrad Hahn ’68. She
is active in church, with children, grandchildren,
friends, a wonderful Labradoodle, yard work,
exercising, knitting, reading, and writing poetry.

’68

Sabra Burdick and her partner

have decided to “downsize” and build
a smaller house on their property — a Mainer’s
idea of a condo! She teaches at the University of
Maine at Augusta and consults with Maine state
government. She’ll be working with Meg Sandridge
on preparations for reunion and looks forward to
seeing everyone.

Marsha Otterman Hastings taught at a
learning center and a preschool and then did
substitute teaching in the Mount Lebanon Schools.
She is now enjoying her grandson James, born to
daughter Karen and her husband Jim in 2012.

Chilton Richardson Knudsen retired as bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Maine in 2008 and then
spent time as missionary in Haiti and as bishopin-residence in Palm Springs, CA. She completed a
year-long term as interim bishop in Lexington, KY. In
2013, she begins a term as assisting bishop of New
York, commuting between Maine and Manhattan.
Patricia Pronovost Loughren is enjoying
retirement in North Carolina — working in her
rose and vegetable gardens, sitting on the porch
watching the golfers go by (and sometimes joining
them!), knitting, and reading. Jay works part-time in
Florida, giving her a reason to visit grandkids there
often.
Christine Joyce Miller is dividing time
between Florida and Maine. Her primary residence
is Sarasota, and she spends summers in Naples,
ME, on Long Lake. She has two grandsons, Tieran
(6) and Lorcan (4), who love the house and lake. Her
husband Ray is almost retired but still has a hand in
a few real estate projects in the Northeast.

Helen Sparks Trollman is working as a
worldwide director in an IBM software sales
organization and hopes to connect with classmates
from ‘68, especially her fellow “day”/commuting
classmates.

Eleanor Wait continues to write and speak at
schools, libraries, and conferences. The sixth book in
her Shadow Antique Print Mystery series, Shadows
on a Cape Cod Wedding, will be published in 2013.

Shelly Israel Zirkes retired in May, but would

Ann Firestone Ungar’s play, The Coarsers of

be interested in part-time opportunities. She and Al
had many travel opportunities to the Northwest and
to New York for her granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah.
They celebrated their birthdays by touring Israel
and Jordan. They are in Southern California and
welcome visitors passing through.

Connecticut, was read in March at The Gene Frankel
Theatre. Coarsers is a dark comedy about an actress
and her family on a chaotic day when the plumbing
breaks, their most intrusive and abusive aunt arrives,
and Steven Spielberg is expected momentarily. Ann
continues to work for former U.S. Senate Majority
Leader George Mitchell.

’69

Jean Robinson Andrews loves her
job as a realtor and her husband Bob, after
42 years of marriage. She still has both parents (90
and 97) as well as two wonderful daughters, their
husbands, and five grandchildren.
Lynn Stewart Brown’s life took an unexpected
turn in 2012 when she found her oldest friend on
Facebook. Their mothers went to college together,
and they saw each other quite a bit as children and
young adults, but hadn’t seen each other in 41 years.
They are in a lifelong commitment and split time
between California and Ohio. Lynn is back to work
helping him at his insurance agency.
Sally Burkhart is singing with husband John,
cooking in her woodstove, cutting her own firewood,
digging in the garden, swimming all winter, sailing
and camping at Priest Lake, ID, between. She runs
a used bookstore in Pullman, WA, in her spare time
and has twin 4-year old grandkids.

Jackie Emery Flynn keeps busy with tutoring
and her membership on local nonprofit boards. Her
Chatham legacy Courtney Flynn Stenberg ‘95 and her
husband have bought their first home in El Segundo,
CA, and have a 4-year-old, Dylan. Her son Shawn
continues his life as an artist in Baltimore, with his
first show in New York last June.

Maryann Majewski Lenkoski and husband
Peter have enjoyed spending winters in San
Clemente, CA, where their daughter Kate, son-inlaw Martin, and grandchildren Marcus and Sasha
live, so they just bought a winter home. Kate is
expecting her third child in July.

Vivian Garbuny Prunier retired and moved to
Vermont four years ago. She’s revived old hobbies by
joining a women’s chorus and resuming sewing. She
makes vintage aprons and baby clothes, and has a
3-year-old grandson.

Ann Turnock recently spent more than two years
of caring for a friend with pancreatic cancer in Santa
Barbara and is preparing to return to Pittsburgh and
her family, where she hopes to buy her first house.

’70

Diana Urban Eichler and her husband

Tom have taken their time adjusting to his
retirement almost two years ago. She continues to
paint and show in local exhibits. Being grandparents
to their daughter Katie’s two kids is also a lot of fun.

Evie Lewis Freeman, although officially retired,
works part-time at The Ohio State University as
a special assistant for international projects in
the College of Education and Human Ecology.
She and husband Harvey enjoyed trips to Peru,
the Galapagos, and London. Evie is the proud
grandmother of Ben (7) and Aubrey (4) and enjoys
serving on the Alumni Association Board with Pam
Bradley ‘70.
Ellen Gonchar Horowitz and husband, Sandy,
live in Ridgefield, CT. She is a psychologist in
private practice, and he works for Wells Fargo
Bank. They have two sons – Zach, a consultant with
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Boston, and Andrew,
an attorney in the Pittsburgh office of Obermayer,
Rebmann Maxwell, and Hipple. She keeps in touch
with Bonnie Smith ‘70 and Pam Bradley ‘70.

Ellen Judson lives in San Miguel de Allende,
Mexico and teaches English, volunteers with an
organization called Feed the Hungry, and paints in
oils. She has enjoyed international travel and kept in
touch with Cathy Beard Davidson ’68, and she and
her husband visited two years ago!

Dorothea Newport enjoyed a Mediterranean
cruise in 2011 with her husband and two other
couples. In 2012, she was diagnosed with colon
cancer, had surgery, and chemo treatments. She’s
finished treatments, and while she's dealing with
some side effects, is glad it’s behind her now. She’s
planning trips to New Mexico and Colorado to
celebrate life returning to fun.

Melissa Dodge Vaughan is enjoying good
health and the rewards of retirement. Family and
grandkids outside of Chicago keep the airlines busy,
plus there was a family wedding in Dublin last June
that was expanded into a trip to Scotland. Stained
glass, calligraphy, and choral singing are her favorite
means of artistic expression. She is a new member
of Daughters of the American Revolution and would
love to hear from DAR sisters.

’71

Diane Peterson is semi-retired from her

consulting business and adjusting to the
slower pace. She and husband Larry Mathis travel
extensively for business and pleasure, including
Cuba last year. She cherishes her ’71 Chatham

chums – Nina Pahl Straitman, Carol Kaempfer Boyer,
Vivian Kaufmann, Pat Severance, Chris Walker – and
sees them yearly, and new Chatham chum, MarthaJean Hughes.

’72

Gayle Rose Case and husband
Tim retired in 2008 and moved from
Connecticut to Florida near Destin. Bucket list
trips include 70-day U.S. road trip, and Alaskan,
Mediterranean, and Baltic cruises. This spring, they
will spend three months in Australia, New Zealand,
Bali, French Polynesia, and Maui. Six kids and nine
grandchildren include stepsons Scott in Maryland,
Sean in Ireland, Adam in Seattle, sons Robert
and Matthew in New York and Connecticut, and
daughter Sabrina in Spain.

Elisabeth Wilcher Ehrlich retired in 2012
from public schools after 31 years as teacher,
principal, and assistant superintendent. She is now
babysitting her grandson. When she first came to
Chatham in1968, her work-study job was to manage
the babysitting service! She writes: “Have I come
full circle, or what?”

Shari Goldstein traveled to the Canadian Rockies
last summer. The trip included Yoho, Jasper, and
Banff National Parks. She also traveled to U.S.
National Parks including Teton, Yellowstone, Devil’s
Tower, The Black Hills, Mt. Rushmore, and the
Badlands.

Anne Pantelich recently finished her term
as president of the board of a nonprofit thrift
store in Minneapolis, MN. The store had record
sales this year, which were donated to charitable
organizations. Her daughter graduated from George
Washington University in 2012 and works as a
geologist in Memphis, TN. They visited Iceland last
June, where they saw many geological wonders.

Mindy Genstein Sanjana is teaching “regular”
high school English after 10 years of happily
teaching English as a second language. She is
thrilled to be old enough finally to retire. Her kids
are well, Jason lawyering and Deena marketing for
ABC Family. Her husband Zal has been retired for
years and is ready to have a wife whose schedule
matches his.
Karen Roberts Sellman and husband Jerry
celebrated their 40th anniversary in 2012 with a trip
to Brazil, then to their exchange student’s wedding.
Karen substitute teaches, cares for granddaughters
Mirian and Elena, and helps with her 92-year old
father-in-law. They have a trip planned to Scotland
for their niece’s graduation.
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’74

Becky Pringle Corbin was elected to
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives
in 2012 where she represents the 155th District in
Chester County. Presently, she is the only female
member of the county’s 14-member delegation to
the State Capitol. Her committee assignments are
Environmental Resources and Energy, Health, Urban
Affairs, and Gaming Oversight.

Ellen Ginsberg Roteman is marketing director

Edie DeLisio Downing is doing everything

and work in NYC, he in law and she in business.
2013 will mark her 35th year in the workforce and
10 years at Moody’s Investors Service, which has
sometimes taken her to the company’s overseas
offices, most recently Paris and London. They
recently welcomed back to NYC her stepdaughter
Emily, who had been teaching at Sun Yat-sen
University in China.

she always wanted to do after retiring from the
U.S. Treasury Department: traveling; becoming a
master gardener; singing with a choir at Lincoln
Center in NYC; teaching ACT, SAT, and GRE prep
with Princeton Review; and spoiling her nieces,
nephews, grandchildren, and husband Randy. She
also volunteers with the Kansas City Young Matrons
and Kansas City Zoo.

’72

Ida Levine attended a week-long course on Jane
Carolyn Wuchina Snyder’s

daughter, Jessica Elizabeth Snyder ‘12,
graduated from Chatham this past December, 40
years after her mother. She graduated in 3.5 years
and sang the national anthem at the ceremony.
Carolyn writes, “It’s been a trip down memory
lane following her education. A lot of things have
changed for the better, but the original ideals and
education that attracted me to Chatham 40 years
ago continue to grow.”

’73

Elise Feldman has seen growth in her

companies the last few years. Feldman
Benefit services, Inc., an employee benefits firm,
has added new consultants and larger clients.
Outsource, Inc., a human resources firm, is gaining
more traction and a good reputation. She just had
her 20th wedding anniversary and is enjoying her
extended family.

Joann Brandt Grisetti is doing well in
retirement and looking forward to Reunion. She’s
planning trips to England to visit her daughter and
backpacking in Glacier National Park. Her husband
Steve is planning to take her to Argentina when he
goes this fall.
Amy Ingraham writes “Hey fellow class
members! So we’re all aging in place, eh? There’s
something happening here; what it is isn’t exactly
clear. There will be an answer, let it be. May your
heart always be joyful, may your song always be
sung. We are all forever young.”
Mary Ann Hood Slavin and husband Neil live
near Boston and keep busy traveling (Australia
and New Zealand in 2012), volunteering, and
doing part-time work for fun. In 2012, their first
grandchild Mason was born to their daughter
Melanie and her husband Mike. Son Scott is living
in Los Angeles, CA, and enjoying the lack of snow.
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Austen at Oxford University with Diane Sonnechen
’73 last summer, including trips to her home and her
resting place. They fell in love with the city of Oxford
and hope to return. The highlight of the experience
was a visit to Highclere Castle, filming location of
Downton Abbey. She’s in touch with Mara Unger ’74
and Francesco Peckman ’73, and sends regards to
Chatham Choir friends.

’75

Micki Morgan Caskey enjoyed a
sabbatical in 2012 to explore middle
grades policies, programs, and practices in Auckland,
Brisbane, and Vancouver. Her retired husband Ron
accompanied her. In addition to these academic
pursuits, they visited with her sister Beverley M.
Hartman ’77 in California. Micki would love to
connect with Chatham grads in the Northwest.
Linda King is enjoying her empty nest with her
baby now in college. She’s started on a new career
path as a certified life coach and ADHD coach. Her
specialty is time management and organization. She’s
surprised to be starting something different at this
point in her life, but it feels like a calling and has
given her renewed purpose.

Lucy Samuelson Millman will relocate to
Sonoma County in July after almost 22 years at
Northwestern University.
Val Norman has had a harrowing past two years,
experiencing one health nightmare after another. She
would love to hear from classmates and other friends
from Chatham.

’76

Sharon Citron Elman stays busy in
her dental practice and husband, Barnett,
continues his practice in psychology. In 2011, their
daughter Emily, a second year law associate, was
married in Aruba. She and her husband reside in
Manhattan. Their son Noah remains at home with
them as he pursues his career goals.

at the Pittsburgh Jewish Federation and writing
her second book for middle-grade readers. Her
daughter Shaina lives in New Jersey with her
husband and two amazing daughters. Her son Josh
is in Pittsburgh doing IT work. She enjoys travel with
husband Michael, including a visit to Israel last year.

Gail Weiss and her husband Jeff Stone live

’77

Margaret Jo Fisher is the priest
of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church and
remodeling yet another Arts and Crafts house. She
has recovered from her third knee replacement
surgery and enjoys visiting with her three adult
children and helping her new partner to bring up two
teenage boys.
Susan Loitz was glad that she made the trip for
her 35th reunion! The campus looks great, and her
classmates look terrific. She was impressed with
all the new initiatives at Chatham, including the
new Eden Hall Campus. Her big news is that she
will retire in 2014 and will then spend more time
on the Oregon Coast. She hopes to raise puppies to
be guide dogs for the blind. She is also enjoying her
grandson (3).

’78

Heidi Kanterman Freedman has

’79

Deborah Payne enjoys her work as an

been teaching for 34 years. Her husband
Glenn is an engineer for Bechtel in Schenectady, NY.
Their daughter Hilary was married in 2011 and is a
registered dietitian in Connecticut. Their son Andrew
is a police officer in Upstate New York.
RN, presently in a hospital-based cancer
center in Bel Air, MD. Her son Brett (25) works in
NYC and son Alex (23) is in his last semester at the
University of Maryland. She has been married for 29
years to Pittsburgh native Tom Haduch, and would
love to hear from Chatham classmates.

Debby Forsyth Storey is almost finished with
her associate’s degree in horticulture at NUCC and
beginning to check out part-time job opportunities
in the field. Her daughter Elizabeth is a junior at
University of Mary Washington and son Robby is a
high school senior. She has grown accustomed to a
one-child-home, but is looking forward to traveling
more next year when he is in college.

’80

Kathleen Ayers, along with three other

authors, recently published book chapter
“The Neuroscience of Coaching,” which will appear
in The Wiley-Backwell Handbook of Psychology of
Coaching and Mentoring.

Renee Unico Eaton returned from England
to Oregon and started RapidMade, a 3D printing
company, with her son. Renee recently was employed
at Western Oregon University as director of service
learning and career development.

Ruthy Price-Watson presented a paper at the
21st-Century Science: Health, Agency, and WellBeing conference in Sydney, Australia. Her paper,
“The Impact of Health Education Prisoners Beliefs of
Self-Efficacy Classes” was one of 15 submitted by
scholars from countries including the United States,
South Africa, Australia, Thailand, and Philippines.

Victoria Carl Zido has been the aquatics director
for the Woodland Hills School District and assistant
coach for the junior high and varsity swim teams
for the past four years. She is living in the eastern
suburbs of Pittsburgh with husband Brian and
daughters Elizabeth, Claire, and Claudia.

’81

Michelina Fato lives in Squirrel Hill and

has a private medical practice. Her daughter
Lucia (11) attends The Ellis School. Her husband Carl
Snyderman is a physician at UPMC.

Heather Newman-Trivus works in private
therapy practice in Pittsburgh. She and her husband
have six children, 12 grandchildren, and one greatgrandchild. Last year they explored China for three
and half weeks. They started being snowbirds in their
new home in Sun City Center, FL, and Heather has
gotten her provisional Florida clinical license. They
hope for permanent relocation in one to two years
and continue working, traveling, and visiting family.

Susan Scott Schmidt enjoyed a weekend spa
visit with ‘81 classmates Valerie Steen Schloss,
Susan Kariecki McGoogan, and Judy Smith Bogad.
They are now all wearing Spanx (formerly called
a girdle) or have children in college. She and Tom
took a trip to Spain, visiting Madrid, Barcelona, and
Seville. She has been diagnosed with pulmonary
fibrosis.

’82

Abbie Goodman enjoyed seeing friends

from ‘82 and nearby classes at Reunion
2012. Abbie, her husband Larry, and daughter Mira,
have been busy with fifth-grade fun. Abbie continues
to work in association management and lobbying for
infrastructure in Boston, MA, while Larry has a law
practice in Wellesley. School activities, sports, and
their border terrier, Pluto, keep them all busy.

Catherine Rodriguez Taylor is happily
employed by Stewart-Kret Select Homes as a sales
manager. The last two years were spent mostly at
John Hopkins Hospital for treatment of small bowel
cancer. Close friends and family (including Maria
Gonzales ‘81) got her through the toughest fight of
her life. With a son at Michigan State University and
two sons at home playing travel ice hockey, life is
full for her and her husband.

’83

Karen George is living in NYC and

working in financial services. She and Sara
Zaslow Levin ’83 got together for a weekend at a
mountain lodge in Pennsylvania in February.

Sharon Germano Miller and husband Bob
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on
12/12/12 by having dinner at the restaurant where
they first met in Avalon, NJ. She is working as an
administrative assistant at a local construction
company in South Jersey. Their free time is spent
walking through the woods with their rescue lab/
bulldog Eddie, volunteering at church, and singing on
the worship team.

Elizabeth Flied Slater is living in Southern
California with her husband and three cats. Their
grandson lived with them for a few years, but has
moved on to San Diego State. Elizabeth reads, knits,
does needlepoint, volunteers at church, and is in
touch with Elizabeth Cookson ’83 and a 40s grad
that goes her church.

’84

Dawn Hirschberg Bohny is proud of

her two straight-A high school daughters.
Meghen is now driving with Rachel right on her
heels, and they have started the college search. She
and Steven will be celebrating their 20th year of
marriage.

Amy Landis Lammert, daughter of Gwen Bach
Lammert ’51, continues her professional acting at
Pittsburgh Public Theatre (PPT), Bricolage Production
Company, and The Pittsburgh Playhouse. This is her
ninth season as resident teaching artist for the PPT
and ninth year as part-time staff in the Office of
Medical Education at the University of Pittsburgh.
Amy’s son Tristan (16) has won national awards in
history and German language studies.

’85

Debra Lane LeBlanc has a new

position with BMC Software as vice
president, emerging partner programs in corporate
development. She also published her first book,
Growing Up Lane, a memoir of growing up in an
eclectic, multigenerational family in the mid 1960s
to 1970. The book is available at Amazon.com.

Susan Sauers Muschweck has been keeping
up with her 11- and 12 year-old daughters, their
school and activities, as well as her company, Susan
Muschweck Interior Design, LLC.

Maureen Piraino is job searching — support and
connections welcome! Her focus is stormwater and
land-use management and ecological restoration
in urban areas. She is in touch with ’85 classmates
Wendy Janssen, Tracey Moses, Suzanne Beadle,
and Christ Sinagra and joined a 50th surprise party
for Sue Zeilnhofer. She is serving on the Alumni
Association Board and working with alums to kick off
a Philly alumni chapter.

Lisa Welch Tallant continues her busy practice
as a psychologist while juggling her children’s
activities. She welcomed two litters of her dog’s
grandchildren and is looking forward to seeing their
accomplishments in the show ring. She is planning
a family vacation rafting down the Colorado River to
celebrate her 50th birthday.

’86

Heidi Hoffman Bros is in remission

form non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and is
involved with Relay for Life in her town. Her sons are
getting older: Ben will be 20 in May, and Jon is 15.
Her husband Andrew is with Thomson Reuters, and
Heidi is with the United Pain Center in St. Paul, MN.

Mavis Grieshammer Close is happily retired
after 25 years of teaching at The Ellis School. She
is busy making jewelry and handcrafted note cards
using her photos, and has been “hawking her wares”
at local craft shows. She loves having the time to
visit her five grandchildren and pursue travel, tennis,
biking, photography, and Spanish.

’87

Kirsten Wholey Perry appreciates
the value of the liberal arts experience
Chatham offered her now that her oldest son John is
a sophomore at Elon University and her son Mark is
going to Furman University in the fall. Her third son
Tom (16) is just starting to think about schools, and
daughter Nan (named after her grandmother Nan
Wholey ’79) is enjoying 8th grade.

’89

Patricia Booker retired in 2010 and is
an active volunteer. She and her husband
Ed have a 15-month old granddaughter. They are
blessed to have the health, time, and resources to
see their son, daughter-in-law, and granddaughter
often.

Susan Richter lives in Pittsburgh with her partner
Dan and daughter Althea (15). Her son, Eli (30), is
an engineer at Westinghouse. She started a project
last year called Furnish for Free, collecting furniture,
clothing, housewares, etc. and distributing them to
the needy. She loves to dance, sing, and hang out
with kids and animals.
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’90

’97

Lisa Bennington is pleased to announce

her daughter Emma was accepted to The
Ellis
School
for pre-K in the fall. Lisa and her husband
lives in Southwestern Pennsylvania with her
Brad
Korinski,
who is the chief legal counsel for
husband, Erik, and three children, James (9), Diana
Allegheny
Controller
Chelsa Wagner, are excited for
(8), and Elizabeth (3). She is back in the software
Emma
to
begin
her
education
at an all-girls school!
consulting game with her new company, Bails &
Associates. She would love to hear from classmates.
Rebecca Eikey moved closer to College of the
Sherry Shadrach’s daughters will both be married Canyons in Santa Clarita, CA, where she has worked
in a 10-month period. She is planning to retire in 2014 as professor and department chair in chemistry for
eight years. She and husband Erich Wohlhieter have
after 23 years of teaching.
been busy with three children, Anna (10), Gwenyth
Lori Framiglio lives in Pittsburgh, where (3), and George Axl (1).
she’s working at the General Nutrition
Dana Greco DeFonso and her husband
Center corporate offices as a project manager for
have been blessed with a beautiful
various products carried in U.S. stores. She would
daughter,
Antoinette Rose. Dana loves her family and
love to hear from Chatham friends; look her up on
job.
She
just
got trained in parent-child interaction
Facebook!
therapy and loves this modality of treatment.
Marie Kickler loves the life of the retiree! Any
Deborah Shields Harris is copastor of Second
Chatham grads in Franklin, PA?
Baptist Church in Leechburg, PA, and has successfully
completed her doctoral studies in organizational
Jane Dvorak Moffitt enjoys Chathamleadership and management at the University of
sponsored events. She is taking classes
Phoenix.
at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Pitt and
thoroughly enjoying her four grandchildren.
Marisa Klages-Bombich is getting ready to
stand for a promotion to full professor at LaGuardia
Barbara Brown Virany is a first vice president
Community College in NYC. She and her partner
and senior investment consultant at Morgan Stanley
Wealth Management. With her son Derek joining the Mitchell were legally married in 2011, after the
marriage equality law was passed in New York. She
practice, they offer the second and third generations
and Mitch are in the midst of an adoption home study.
of advisors to their clients. Barbara lives in Venetia,
They are eager to welcome a child into their home.
PA, with husband Leslie and their two younger boys,
Robert and Walter.
Rachel Lenzi is still in newspapers after all
these years. She covers Michigan football and pro
Robin Cook Young is a licensed real
estate agent with Prudential Preferred Realty hockey for The Blade in Toledo, OH. She and husband
Tommy love living in the Midwest after eight winters
and also a licensed insurance producer for health and
accident. She is juggling a professional career as well as in Maine. She has enjoyed reconnecting with
classmates on Facebook, regularly meets with Becky
watching her 10-year-old-daughter Drew.
Alperin ’97, and saw former roommate Lynn Collura
Jill Dishart Leontiadis is working on
’98 in Minneapolis.
her Ph.D. in communication and rhetorical
Nicole Semenick Mastrantoni, MPT ‘00,
studies at Duquesne University and teaching
DPT ’04, works hard as the lead physical therapist
intercultural communication at Robert Morris
in the transitional care unit of The Carriage Inn of
University as an adjunct. She is happily married to
Steubenville, OH. She is happily married for 11 years
a wonderful man from Greece and they have two
to Captain Dan Mastrantoni. They have two children,
healthy girls. Her oldest daughter Veronica is busy
Elena and Nicolas. She misses her “Chatties” from
with high school, music, and being a real charmer!
‘98 as well as her good friends from PT 2000.
Kate Rea DelPizzo is living, working,
Heather Regoli can’t believe it has been 15 years
and loving in NYC. She resides on the
Upper East Side and works at the Hospital for Special since she attended Chatham. Even though she has
gone through some changes in her life in the last few
Surgery.
years, she remains close with the Chatty girls from
Sharon Kendall Semones has a new job
first year! She has surrounded herself with amazing
focusing on the external environment for open
people and is on a quest to see the world.
innovation efforts at Lilly. She’s proud to be part of
their TB drug discovery efforts. Sharon was excited
to meet Rebecca Eikey ‘97 during a business trip to
California. Her husband Michael and kids Krista (9)
and Brady (4) remain the biggest joy in her life.

Jamie Bails Richardson, MBA ‘03,

’91

’92

’93
’94

’96
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’98

’99

Ailecia Ruscin is engaged to Max
Parrott and energized with her business,
Oh! Snap! Photography. Her wedding photography
was recently recognized as The Best of The Knot
2013. Ailecia welcomes messages from Chatham
friends through her website: ohsnaphoto.com.

’00

Rebekah Taylor Jenkins has

enjoyed her first term on the Chatham
Alumni Board and connecting with current students
and alums. She’s also looking forward to the
great events planned for Reunion. When she’s not
working or taking care of her kids, she and her
husband Peter are traveling around the Pittsburgh
area looking for the perfect home to settle down in.

Kristan Buck Spencer, MAT ’05, received a
furlough notice for the 2011-12 school year, but is
happy to be back with her kids. She is working parttime with Bath & Body Works and also independent
consulting for Thirty-One Gifts. She enjoys
spending time with her new godson and his brother.
She and her boyfriend Jeff enjoy riding their Harley
and vacationing in Rehoboth Beach. She’d love to
hear from former volleyball teammates.

Clare Paossard Moore just welcomed the
birth of her second child, another girl. She works
in special education at a public high school as the
school’s 504 and IEP facilitator.
Kristen Waszkiewicz Walker’s family
expanded in December 2012 with the birth of
Robert Lee Walker IV. Her oldest Domenica (7) is
excelling in first grade and Octavia (4) is terrorizing
the boys at daycare. Wasz has had a stint as a
competitive cheer mom and is now a dance mom.
Her husband is doing well and advancing in his
career and cheer/dance dad duties.

’04

Morgan Gable continues to advise
President Barack Obama on all U.S. older
adult issues. She’s excited to win Powerball so she
can jet out to see Crystal Cochran ’01 and her new
baby, Quinn. She disagrees with her decision to
already pull Quinn out of school for her pro hockey
career, but she also wants to wish Amanda Thornton
’04 luck on her upcoming Beer Pong National
Championship in Vegas!
Stephanie Jones was promoted to senior

’00

Amy Weimer Dahl is an equity index portfolio manager with Mellon Capital
Management in Pittsburgh. Last fall, she enjoyed hanging out with Chatham friends at her
baby shower. Pictured are (left to right) Roxanne Acquaro, Amy Weimer Dahl, Lynn Capella, Melanie
Garbark, Erin Duncan, Sara Happel, and Rebekah Heilman in front. She welcomed daughter Heidi
Alena in 2012. Amy also enjoyed seeing Christina Mars and Melanie Garbark in 2012.

’01

Jasmine Hunter Penter is counting
down the days until she finishes her
master’s of social work for the first online cohort
at the University of Southern California in May.
She’s working for a hospice program and loving it.
Her husband Jeremy, four dogs, two cats, and four
finches keep her busy.

’02

Jenna Trunzo is living with her husband
and daughter in North Carolina and just
bought a new home this year. Their daughter is
almost three years old. Jenna works, plays, reads,
and likes to vacation.

celebrated their 10th year of marriage last summer.
She is back to school full time pursuing a master’s
degree in education at Duquesne University. Jill
is also working on a digital storytelling study as
a research assistant and volunteers as a reading
mentor for Reading is Fundamental.

Megan Stump Carson works for Tetra

Tech Inc. as a chemist. She is a member
of the Township of Indiana Parks and Recreation
Board and Youth Day Committee and living with her
husband Michael and son Dean, who was born in
2012.

’08

Felicia Kieselhorst opened her own
business, FotosByFlee Photography, which
officially became her only employment in 2013.
Check her out at FotosByFlee.com.
Tierney Manning is enjoying working
at Inova’s Cardiovascular ICU in northern
Virginia while beginning applications to physician's
assistant school. She recently returned from a trip
to the West Coast where she reunited with Emma
Karey ‘10 to celebrate the beginning of her Ph.D.
studies at UC Davis.

’11

Kate Rubino accepted a position at

Abby Salak is in her third year at Methodist

Jill Brinkman Shumaker and her husband

’07

’10

Charlotte Reynolds was married in 2009 and
has been working for the Department of Homeland
Security for five years. She joined a drag king and
burlesque troupe as a burlesque performer and
started producing her own burlesque shows in 2011
under the name Sapphic Sirens Burlesque. If you’re
in Denver, CO, come see a show!
Theological School in Ohio, in the process of
both her Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in
Counseling Ministries degrees. She plans to be
ordained in the United Church of Christ, hoping to
serve a congregation in 2015 when she graduates.
She and her partner Melissa live in Columbus with
their dog and cat.

director of grants management at YES Prep Public
Schools in her hometown, Houston, TX. When she’s
not churning out grants, sitting in rush hour traffic,
or shaking her fist at news reports, she’s dreaming
about her carefree college days.

’03

Emily Becker Liszka is living

in Grove City, PA, though visits to
Becki Stoken Bechtold 2003 help when she
pines away for Pittsburgh. She and husband
Greg ventured into the world of parenthood
when their daughter Rachel Jane arrived in
2012. Emily continues to do interior design and
consulting work. They all enjoyed celebrating
her mom’s (Janet Becker , shown at right) 25+
years as Chatham's registrar when she retired
in 2012.

the University of Pittsburgh and UPMC
Medical and Health Science Foundation as alumni
coordinator, working with the School of Nursing and
the School of Health and Rehabilitation Science on
their social media and event efforts. Kate was also
elected to Chatham’s Alumni Board last fall.

’12

Elizabeth Dorssom began her first

semester as a graduate student of public
administration at California State University,
Northridge in 2013 and hopes to use the degree as
policy analyst for a women’s advocacy organization.

Dina Wilson Youtz and husband David love
being parents. Abigail is an amazing little girl and
they hope to add to their family soon. Sadly, Dina’s
dad passed away in 2012. Her Chatham Sisters
(Anya, Becca & Ju) were there and were a big
source of support and love. On a happier note, last
fall they bought their first home in Winchester, VA.
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’97

Stephanie Wallace Pusateri, MOT,

received her certification in hand therapy
in 2011 after studying for more than a year with a
two-year-old. She works at the Institute for Hand
and Upper Extremity Rehabilitation and Keystone
Rehabilitation.

’98

Ruth Brannigan, MAT, is district

president of Alpha Delta Kappa (ADK),
Virginia. ADK is an international honorary
organization for women educators. She’s in her 15th
year with Alexandria City Public Schools and loves
it. Her current assignment is that of resource teacher
for talented and gifted students. Her biggest claim to
fame is being a grandmother to Zelda Broussard.

’00

Marylloyd Claytor, MLA, retired

from teaching and since has conducted
professional development on self-regulated learning,
presented a lecture demonstration of Isadora Duncan
and Martha Graham, and curated two art installation
showings at the North Hills Art Center. She also
presented an art installation in the windows of
the August Wilson Center and presented a line of
clothing at Pittsburgh Fashion Week.

Melissa Stepek, MSCP, works as a
prevention specialist for Mercy Behavioral
Health in Pittsburgh. She was also recently elected
lieutenant at the Presston Volunteer Fire Department,
where she has volunteered for the last four years.

’10

Tiffany Bodem, MSCP, is in her second
year at the University of Nebraska College
of Law and is a patent intern for the university tech
transfer office, NUtech Ventures.

Andrea Riggins Edwards, MPAS ’10, is
enjoying working as a certified physician’s assistant
with Virginia Oncology Associates as a hematology/
oncology physician’s assistant. She is helping to
develop a survivorship program and precepting
physician's assistant students.

Pamela Stover Herron, MFACW ’10,

Max Keefer, MAT, and wife Amber
(Boucher) Keefer ’03 will welcome their
second child in June, making Charlie (2) a big
brother. Max teaches seventh grade English in
Ligonier, PA, and pursues music.

’05

’11

’03

Heidi Balas, MAT, gained a secondary

Jacqueline Myerowitz Travisano, MBA
’05, serves as executive vice president and chief
operating officer at Nova Southeastern University in
Fort Lauderdale, FL.

’06

Jean Wahlborg Ladden, MFAW, and

her husband welcomed their first child, Ian
Joseph, in 2012.

Jessica Torick, MSCP ’06, works for Wesley
Spectrum Services as a school-based counselor in a
local public school. She recently became a licensed
professional counselor and will be working in a
private practice part time.

’07

Emmanuel Sullivan, MPW, launched
BasketBox, an online marketplace for bulk
nuts and dried fruit in 2012. He is excited to use the
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’09

presented her paper, “Traveling China’s Silk Road:
Preserving the Past and Preparing for the Future” at
the Ecocriticism: Transpacific Dialogue conference.
She is a member of the Association for the Study
of Literature and Studies Development Program
National Conference and teaches Asian studies,
humanities, and English at the University of Texas at
El Paso.

language arts position with the Woodland
Hills School District upon graduation and taught
seventh and eighth grades for six years. She now
teaches 10th grade, sponsors the yearbook, and
coaches swimming and track and field. She is
married to John Pisula and they live in South Fayette
with their dog Mojito. Heidi also volunteers as a
Pittsburgh CLO Ambassador.
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business and technical writing training as well as the
Web design techniques he gained from Chatham’s
MPW program to expand his business.

Cindy Baker Fickley, DNP, was

awarded associate professor with tenure at
Carlow University in 2013. As an active member in
the School of Nursing, she has continued evidencedbased research in medication safety utilizing web
supported instruction along with simulation based
learning for the undergraduate population.

Samantha Stitzel, MSCP began a new
position in 2012 working with adult populations and
supervising staff in residential settings for those
suffering from severe and chronic mental illness.

’12

Mariann Boyer, MAcc, met Craig
Bruce, MAcc ’11, in the MAcc program, and
this May they will be getting married in the chapel at
Chatham.

Katie McKeon, MOT ’12, is working full time as
an occupational therapist in early intervention and
school-age practice settings.

Maggie Morris, MAFS ’12, is working at her
alma mater, St. Bonaventure University, as the
program manager of their student-run soup kitchen,
The Warming House. They feed about 30 guests each
day with the help of Canticle Farm, with which they
exchange student work hours for organic veggies.

Chatham Choir performs at Candlelight 2012

The charitable IRA legislation is back for
a repeat performance. Don’t miss this
opportunity to make tax-free gifts directly
from your IRA to Chatham University!

Encore!

Music to your ears
If you are 70½ or older, recently enacted legislation benefits you!
Under the American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012, you can make a
gift to Chatham by transferring up to $100,000 in 2013 from your
IRA without paying taxes on your distributions. Your gift can be
accomplished simply and with great benefits for both you and the
University.

Act Now!

If you want to learn more about the charitable IRA legislation or
would like to make a gift, please contact the Office of Planned
Giving at 412-365-1252.
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Louise Caldwell Criss ’41
Louise Caldwell Criss ’41, who graduated from the Pennsylvania College
for Women with a bachelor’s degree in English, passed away at her home in
Longwood at Oakmont, on February 1, 2013. She was dedicated to her alma
mater throughout her life, first serving as class president her junior year and
subsequently staying active as a class secretary, neighborhood leader for the
1980s campaign, member of the Alumni Association Board, and as an Annual
Fund volunteer.
She was born on July 28, 1919, in Youngstown, Ohio, to Ruth Osborne
Caldwell, a painter, and John Russell Caldwell, an executive with General
Fireproofing Co. After relocating to Edgewood, Pennsylvania, Louise and both
of her sisters would eventually attend Chatham, then known as Pennsylvania
College for Women.
Following graduation, she worked as an executive secretary for the local
FBI office until marrying Nicholas Rittenhouse Criss Jr., an attorney for
Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co., and devoting her life to her three children and
volunteering in her community. Louise served as an elder and deacon at East
Liberty Presbyterian Church, as a board member and volunteer at the former
Jane Holmes Residence, as a member and officer of the Rockledge Garden
Club for more than 60 years, and as a founding member of POETS social club
of Briarcliff Road.
Louise is survived by her sister Marjorie Caldwell Berlin ’48 of Naples,
Florida, her daughter Sally (Criss) Allan of Pittsburgh, eight grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband in 1984; her sister Barbara Caldwell
Blackburn ’44; and her sons, Nicholas Rittenhouse Criss III of San Diego,
California, and Russell Caldwell Criss of O’Hara Township, Pennsylvania.

Friends, Faculty,
and Staff

Alumnae
We mourn the passing
of alumni and friends of
Chatham and celebrate their
lives at our annual memorial
service during Reunion
Weekend. Information
about deceased alumni
may be submitted to the
Office of Alumni Relations
at alumni@chatham.edu or
by mail to Woodland Road,
Alumni Relations Office,
Pittsburgh, PA 15232.
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Elizabeth McCook Mills ’36
Elsie Dressler Helsel ’37
Mary C.Yellig Earley ’37
Mary Ellen Ostergard Lutz ’40
Louise Caldwell Criss ’41
Vance Hyde ’43
Margaret Suppes Yingling ’43
Evelyn Glick Bloom ’44
Nancy Means Hudson ’46
Patricia Eldon Carpenter ’46
Margery L. Himes ’47
Eva Vrzalova Abarbanel ’48
Hilda G. Bricker ’48
Elinor D. Barrett Lavelle ’48
Suzanne Conklin ’48
Nancy A. Hess ’50
Shirley L. Kerchner ’51
SaraBelle Krapfel Segmiller ’51
Dorothy Everett ’52
Belletta Wegele Sinichko ’52
Phyllis Smith Everett ’52
Lois K. Blaufeld ’56

Marlyn Billig ’60
Charlotte C. Hogg ’60
Barbara Stone Hollander ’60
Glenda Rich Debroff ’60
Jane Patterson ’60
Anne Hauz ’60
Gail Payne Bryan ’62
Sara Dalglish Tulczyjew ’62
Garland Mackroth ’64
Nathalie Cobbs Tucker ’73
Frances “Missie” C. Johnson ’74
Cynthia Battle Bolden ’78
Nancy L. Idenden ’80
Patricia A. Dill ’80
Nancy Idenden ’80
Lori Rittelmeyer ’84
Laura Ann Zalewski Liberatore ’87
Beck E. Dufford ’87
Georgette Smith McCoy ’91
Naomi Mae Thompson, MPAS ’06
Jacquelyn Konop, MSCP ’07
Katie Walters ’15*

Alberta Maystrovich
Betty Kent
Celia Valentine
David L. Smith
Eleanor Banks
Eleanor Kinach
Harold E. Taylor Jr.
Irene Jacob
Laura Jones
Lloyd F. Stamy
Lois I. Gongaware
Nicholas Rittenhouse Criss III
Patrick Curley
Thomas E. Sullivan
Winthrop Carver Collins

*intended year of graduation

“Didn’t I just give?”
Unfortunately, a little less than 25% of Chatham College
for Women alumnae gave to the Annual Fund last year.
This is fewer donors than in previous years, which impacts
our ability to provide critical scholarships and affects our
rankings in publication like U.S. News & World Report.
Chatham College for Women students still choose
Chatham because of challenging academics, caring
faculty, a close-knit student experience, and a vibrant,
engaged alumnae community. When you give each year
to the Annual Fund, you help this tradition continue for
a new generation of Chatham women.
Give to Chatham’s Annual Fund on or before June 30 to
provide critical support to Chatham College for Women
students in the upcoming academic year.

Give today
www.chatham.edu/june30

Beatty House
Woodland Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15232
412-365-1517
alumni@chatham.edu

Join Chatham University in celebrating the 2013-14 Global Focus: Year of the Andes

The Best of

Peru &
Ecuador

An Andean Adventure
Travel with President Esther Barazzone, Ph.D.

April 23-May 8, 2014

16-day Journey
Your 16-day journey will begin in Lima, Peru, and continue on
through ruins in Cusco, Ecuador, an Inca fortress in Ollantaytambo,
the sacred citadel of Machu Picchu, and the beautifully preserved
colonial city of Cuenca, Ecuador. At every site, professional guide
Sebastian Jurado (an Andean native with a master’s degree
in social sciences and sustainable development) will provide
contextual background and historical information under the aegis
of Blue Odyssey Travel and Perry Robertson, son of Anne Nerin ’51.
The tour can accommodate between eight and 20 guests, with
costs starting at $5,995 per person. Price includes all lodging,
meals, guiding, entrance fees, and land transportation, but does
not cover flights, taxes, or insurance.
For more information or to register, contact Cori Begg, director of
alumni relations, at 412-365-1255 or alumni@chatham.edu.

