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Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting shocks a
nation

By Jeannine Hunter

A young boy i comforted outside Sandy Hook Elementary School after a shooting in
Mewtown, Conn. on Dec. 14, 2012, (REUTERS)

Since before 10 a.m. Friday, the Web has been abuzz as people
learned about a shooting at a Connecticut elementary school.

On Twitter, people shared, retweeted harrowing details as the events
unfolded; sentences such as “an entire classroom is dead" and “one
entire classroom is unaccounted for" drew widespread attention as the
death toll climbed.

Early afternoon, the Associated Press was reporting that 27 people died
including 18 children, making it one “largest and deadliest in recent U.S.
history.”

Hashtags such as #PrayforNewton and #PrayforSandyHook trended
rapidly as people called on President Obama to start a national

discussion on gun control. Others railed against reporters interviewing
children. And many mused that as we approach close out Hanukkah
and approach Christmas, parents should tell their children NOW that
they love them and that the children of Sandy Hook will need more than
presents, but the presence of caring people who can counsel them
after this tragedy.

But more said that the shooting made them want to drop what they
were doing to pick up the kids from school. And others asserted that not
the time for politics, but for prayer.

Updated: 3:43 p.m.:

With red eyes, he paused and
wiped away tears as President
Obama spoke at the White House
briefing room Friday afternoon.
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“QOur hearts are broken today," he




said.

“l know there's not a parent in
America who doesn't feel the
same overwhelming grief that |
do. The majority of those who
died today were children,
beautiful little kids between five and 10 years old.”

LS. President Barack Obama speaks about

in Mewtown, Connecticut, during a press
briefing at the White House. (REUTERS)

President Cbama, after listing shooting in 2012, said, "These
neighborhoods are our neighborhoods, and these children are our
children.”

He closed by saying, "May God bless the memory of the victims.” He
didn't take any questions.
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Dozens Killed in Conn. schc

shooting

E Ken Chitwood

Parents, hug your kids tonight & discuss the tragedy. Her

some tips for that talk | bit.ly/O9eaFD #prayfornewtown

“ Michael Paulson

"May God bless the memory of the victims" - @BarackObe

* Rev Dr Susan K smith

Families in Connecticut who have lost loved ones will nee
President Obama. "All of us can extend a hand to one inn

a_ ATE&T 4G 2

Notes  Shortly after 9:40...
Today Dec 14 12:56 PM

Shortly after 9:40 this morning a
shooting was reported in the front
office of of Sandy Hook Elementary
School in Newtown, Connecticut.
Several deaths have been reported,
included children. Police have shut
down the school and evacuated most
of the remaining children but the
shooter still hag not been found.
 Please pray for these children,
teacherg, and their families.
#PrayForSandyHookElementary

the shoating at Sandy Hook Elementary School

| Economy & Business | The Most

News Alerts
™ Today's Headlines &
[~ Behind the Columnists
gmernment
n

I~ National News Alerts

=

See all Washington Post N lett 3

Live Discussions

ComPost Live

Live Q&A, Tuesday, 11 a.m.

Talk about the royal baby and
other recent news with Alexandra
Petri in her weekly chat.

ComPost Live with Alexandra Petri

Tuesdays with Moron: Chatological Humor
Update (July 23, 2013)

Eugene Robinson Live

Ask Aaron: This week in politics

Weekly schedule, pastshows >

Featured Advertiser Links

Looking to buy a home? Visit TWP Real Estate section
for the latest open houses.

Wireless is Changing US healthcare

Join Terry McAuliffe’s Campaign. Sign up now! Paid for
by Terry McAuliffe for Governor.

One Weird Trick
Could add $1,000s to Your Social Security Checks! See if

New Rule in Washington
(July 2013): If You Pay For Car Insurance You Better
Read This Now...

ConsumerSpending.org

South University

Pursue Your Degree in a Convenient Online Program.
Learn More Now!
online.southuniv

Buy a link here



le B @ o

Please RT and get this trending. #PrayForSandyHook
http://pic twitter.com/eVNweH|
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ﬂ Ezra Klein

@ezraklein

And of the 11 deadliest shootings in the US, five have hap
since 2007:
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2012/:
facts-about-guns-and-mass-shootings-in-the-united-states/?

ILY AT MOIS

This girl is waiting to see if her little sister is alive from the Connecticut she
absolutely heartbreaking. http://pic.twitter.com/kSjWhl32

JESY NELSON @LIAMPAYMEWVIBES - ILY A 7 MOIS

Max Lucado

@MaxLucado
How do we make sense of this senseless shooting? join me
this prayer. huffingtonpost.com/max-lucado/a-c...

ILY AT MOIS

Piers Morgan
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JULY, 2012: Worst shooting in U.S. history #Aurora DEC,
Worst school shooting in U.S. history #Newton TIME TO .
MR PRESIDENT
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ChildrensDefenseFund
e ChildDefender

Today we mourn. #ProtectChildrenNotGuns #GunControl
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[ am disgusted by those who want to get into the politics ¢
today's violence. Shame on Michael Moore & MSNBC
bit.ly/UYBIEM
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% Internationals Team
mmmse @cbfintlscluster

Cannot wrap my mind & heart around the horror in CT. C
imagine the suffering....God have mercy...
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ﬁ Drew Rodgers
@DrewRodgersl

There has been so many life's lost to the human hands thi:
Where is the faith in our country? God help us.
#PrayForSandyHook

ILY A7 MOIS

. Daniel Hudson
@DHuddy 41
Everyone hug your children a little tighter tonight... Prayi

the victims of this terrible tragedy... #prayforsandyhook
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StandwithUs
@standwithUs

Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims of the Sand
Hook Elementary School shooting in CT

ILY A7 MOIS

| Qasim Rashid
@MuslimIQ

Early reports: 27 dead, including children, in Connecticut
elementary school. God have mercy #Sandyhook #newtoy
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E Christine C. Quinn
M @chrisCQuinn

Horrified by the carnage at Sandy Hook Elem. Words can
express the damage done to this community. My heart go
to the families.
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Stephen Harper

@pmharper
The news is just awful. The thoughts and prayers of Canad
are with the students and families in CT affected by this
senseless violence.

ILY A7 MOIS



l._ 1 MeredithGould
‘4

For 1st responders & medical personnel who must deal wi
such human obscenities, we pray to the Lord #PrayforNes

ﬁ Mona Eltahawy

RIP teachers and other adults massacred along with the
children they loved and taught and most likely died trying
protect. #Newport
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* Stanley: In tragedy we grieve; in God, we hope

* Thistlethwaite: God weeps: 27 children, staff killed in Conn. school
shooting

* Md. pastors were searching for solutions even before mass shooting

* Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting shocks a nation
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TonyTeso wrote:

12162012 7:48 AMUTC

Where was God in Newtown on Friday? If not absent, what part of the Devine
plan did this fulfill? f present, why didn't he/she/it act?

s Like + Share . ReportAbuse

arm320 wrote:

1215/2012 5:20 PM UTC

Christians love their guns. Sick people

% Like + Share : Report Abuse

cs9243 wrote: v

1215/2012 2:09 AM UTC

According to sources Connecticut has toughest anti-gun laws. If this is trus how
do you explain this lady who once worked as a volunteer at this school was
able to obtain legally, aleast two semi-automatic handguns and a semi-
automatic rifle?. Why does she need those guns, for self defense? Her son the
killer is just 20 years old looks like a school boy and he was able to get hold of
thse guns. | do not feel safe about the "strict” anti gun laws of Connecticut.
Presumably other US.States are even worse. If this is the case every school in
this country, including kindergartens should have an armed security man
guarding the school. lt will lock like Afghanistan. The correct solution is to
amend the Second Amendment and make gun possession illegal for average
citizens.

1/_’3Liks Liked by 1 reacder « Share « Report Abuse

OttoDog responds:
12/15/2012 2:20 AM UTC

Does the term, "knee-jerk reaction” mean anything to you?

% Llike + ReportAbuse

OttoDog responds:
12M15/2012 2:22 AMUTC

..and, as the previous poster noted, this guy stole the weapons from
his mother. He wasn't the "legal” owner of these weapons, so a ban
such as yours would've had zero effect.

% Like + Report Abuse

€s8243 responds: v
1215 22:28 AMUTC

@ottodog,
Why does this mother need all those guns for self defenss?

The boy stealing the weapons is besides the point. The guns should
not haveen easily available to this boy.

é Like Liked by 1 reader « Report Abuse

Secularl responds:
1216/2012 12:48 AM UTC

ottodog, have u ever consider the possibility that this guy would not
have achance to steal them mass killinh weapons if his mother never
had them? Just asking.

% Like + ReportAbuse



think18279 wrote:

12142012 11:33 PMUTC

for all the people who are saying gun control laws need to be made. how many
criminals follow laws? are they notcriminals for breaking laws? if someone
was willing to kill a person do you think they wouldn't be willing to break a gun
control law?. if gun control laws are made a lot more strict then all that will
accomplish will be making us and our family more open to get shot and killed
by a criminal that has a gun. the good people in America would have no guns
while the criminals would have all the guns. how would we protect our families
and ourselves if people don't have a gun fo protectourselves from criminals?
we couldn't. criminals would be free to do whatever they would want as long as
they have a gun because psople wouldn't be able to protect themselves from
the criminals trying to (kill, rab, rape, etc) them and their families. to use this
instance as an example do you think there would be as many dead if the
principal or another staff member would have been aloud to carry agun to
defend all those children that the criminal (who was killing people so therefor
he didn't follow the laws that say he cant kill people) killed? no, they could have
been protectzd. say acriminal has a gun and is going to kill you and your
family and you don't have a gun then there is nothing you can do to stop them
but if you had a gun then you have a chance to protect yourself and your family
from being killed by that person. the constitution gives Americans the "right to
bear arms" so we can protect ourselves and our families from people that mean
to do them harm not so people can have guns to use them the wrong way. our
forefathers saw that there was no way to stop criminals from committing crimes
and having guns so thats why they gave us the right to protect ourselves from
them.

{_’3Liks Liked by 1 reacder =« Share « Report Abuse

luvsheingme responds:

12/14/2012 11:56 PM UTC
Very well said, and | couldn't agree mors!

% Like + Report Abuse

BSEE- responds:
1215 MUTE

Well did Sandy Hook get you up on step, if notwhy not? What do we
need another 20, maybe 40 or even 60 more innocent lives, or
should it be at your place of worship, your local grade school,
shopping mall or at Micky D's — in other words you might understand
what will it take to make you understand that owning a multi-round
semi-auto matic weapon, with 25 or 30 round clips walking about the
highways, byways or hallways of America has nothing to do with the
2nd Amendment, but just an ego-inflated conce pt that you and you
alone will stand in your front yard or the game room in your house
defending the borders of this land against any and all invaders
including your local, state or federal government — isn't that it? From
what | read here and there that is what it boils down too, if not what is
it? Oh | getitthat part in the Bill of Rights that lays that right squarely
on your shoulders, is it you hang-your-hat on that right, what do you
say to that youngster or oldster that lost their life because your
personal belief is that just around the corner from you abode is a
gunman out to blow you away, or a federal agentwho is going to
march into your home a rip your favorite hunting rifle from your gun
rack and stroll out of your home plastering your hunting dog — is that
your parancia? Gee I'm sorry you feel that way, might be you'd better
install a steel front door and two or three more deadbolts before they
become against the law — just a suggestion.

% Like + Report Abuse

mrk3? wrote:

12A4/201210:29 PMUTC

When | saw news about shooting at an elemetry school, | thought hers we go
again, but when it was reported that gunman killed his mother, who was
teaching the elementary class and all the childern in herclass, it became clear
that is a monumental crime. Nation should die of shame and humiliation for not
controling use of guns in USA, and let NRA and their friends destroy whatever



is left of this country America.

% Lke - Share - Report Abuse

crosson?7?7 responds:
1214/2012 1106 PM UTC

Are you for real? If the teachers were armed (like in Sweden). this
would not happen..ggrr.We are leftdefenseless as a people, thats
why people know they can do these things..Criminals WILL have
weapons whether or not the general public could or not. Lets just
unarm us all you moron!l. This way we are ALL sitting ducks to these
cowards!!

S Like + ReportAbuse

cfrostl wrote:

121420121011 PMUTC

Ch great. We'll wring our hands, pray, lower flags, light candles, make pretty
speeches, send the press outto cover the burials, place flowers and teddy
bears at the school, beatour chests, etc., etc., etc. In short we will never, ever
do a single thing to get guns out of the hands of disgruntled fruitcakes. Not a
single politician or even newspaper editor will go out on a limb and say that the
MRA is full of c**P. And so we wait for the next massacre which will surely
come, and soon. Merry Christmas.

‘éLiks Liked by 1 reader « Share - Report Abuse

crosson?7?7 responds:
1214/2012 1113 PM UTC

Your a fruit just like mrk37.. Are you unarmed? | hope you never need
to defend yourself or family from a "fruitcake". They will getguns no
matter whatll.lts NOT the general public whom are loonies!.(Except
for comments like yours)

% Like + Report Abuse

Coop68 responds:
1215/201212:51 AMUTC

The guns belonged to his mother who was NOT a disgruntled
fruitcake. Criminals and psychos will always find a way to get their
hands on guns if they want them. Stricter gun laws will only prevent
law abiding citizens from having them. Drugs are illegal and look
where that's gotten us.

5 Like -« Report Abusa

teri® wrote:

12142012 9:47 PMUTC

My heart breaks for the families of the dead in this shooting. | cannot
comprehend such evil. And my heart rages with fierce anger and the fire of ire
as | ponder the probability that this is a set-up, following other shootings the
past 12 months, in an effort to shock citizens' hearts into agreeint to stripping us
of the 2nd amendment. Do not allow that to happen. We must look beyond the
grief, while still grieving, and yet protect the liberties of those who remain alive.
Flease do not fall for the trap. And please pray for the families of those who lost
loved ones. What a terrible, terrible, tragedyl!!! |

1/_’3Liks Liked by 2 readers  « Share « Report Abuse

cfrostl responds:
1214/2012 3 PM UTC

A setup. Really? Honestto Christ, what rock do you live under?

é Like Liked by 1reader « Report Abuse



teri9 responds:
12/14/2012 10:03 PM UTC

That's what people said when | said the Cinemark movie shooting in
COwas set up. Do the reserach. Now the truth is out. ltwas a
complete (and failed in that they got found-out) set up. Time will
prove me right. You need to get out from the under the illusion that
ourgovernment is actually honest and doing their bestto "help” us.
They ars the very definition of corruption and "suicide bombers" have
nothing on the hypocracy of our "U.5. government”. Yes, it's planned,
and carried out. They give a rat's behind whether innocent children
pay the price, so long as they getto strip the 2nd amendment away
from we the people. And once stripped, the rest of their infrastructure,
which is already in place, can be turned "on” and at that day and
time, you will think back on this warning | have offered. Beware, you
liberties and those of your children are at stake, all while innocent
little kids are being murdered in cold blood. God bless their families
and those of the teachers/leaders who no doubt tried to protect them.

5 Llike + Report Abuse

teri9 responds:
1214/201210:12 PM UTC

Also, remember | said "probability” where the set-up is concerend.
But | do not extend that word to the fact that our Gowvt *will* attempt to
use this to strip us of our 2nd Amendment. That is where you can
mark my word and watch it come to pass.

This is aterrible, horrific, sad, evil thing that has happened. And right
now only God can help comfort and sustain the families left behind. |
pray for thatto happen.

% Llike + ReportAbuse

cfrostl responds:
1214/201210:12 PM UTC

terig, get some help.

é Like Liked by 1 reader « Report Abuse

Atheismo responds:
1214/201210:29 PM UTC

Teri | hope you getcancer.

L Like « Report Abuse

ewplastering responds:
12/14/2012 10:59 PM UTC

All'l hear is blah blah blah....Gun controll SHUT UF already! dozens
or little children {out future) are dead today cuz of a pissed off
mammas boy. Mot gun control! Show some respect to the dead and
mourning! Talk politics on Monday you savages!

@ Like Liked by 1reader « Report Abuse

crosson?7?7 responds:
1214/201211:22 PM UTC

Firstof all its not a setup..lol . However, its a reason why we
ourselves are armed. | pitty the fool that trie s to mess with this
multiple generational military family!l..Guns DON'T kill without a
trigger puller. Seriously people, get a gripll..babiss ars dead dusto a
boy who is not used to not having his way...sound familier?..lts OUR
responsibility to raise citizens who are responsible self controlled
adults. Our spoiled whinie kids are growing up and getting
dangerous. Who runs your househeld, you or the kids?..hhmmm

% Like + ReportAbuse



Msevilla wrote:

1214/2012 914 PMUTC

What makes you want to kill some incocent children

% Like - Share : Report Abuse
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