: athmgfm cars. Like
most of us, he Szmpiy _
wants an automobxle to

So had anyom told hlm that he

would spend more than 29 yearsown- o
ing and operating his own auito body

o 'd'ty dfternoon to pry 0 pen that hood
‘to see if what rémained underneath
*:was still good. Once he saw that it was, -
. he resolved to make sure the hood
stayed securely shut, With a furrowed .

repair busmess, he wouid not have
-believed it..

~A&SBody Shop in _[‘ emplc 1(,uace

is whete L oPmsu has come towork .

every day since May 1976, The place is :
filled with the looks and sounds of any kB

other cax repair shop, Autos with
dings and dents and greater mlsenes
line the lot. Young men work hard ~
with wrenches and mallets, poundmg
and plymg and twisting to try to make
good again these sad souls on wheels.
‘Whatis alitile different hereis the -

man in charge — and the way heruns -

his business.

Imet LoPtesu inear Iylanu'uy of
this year. A small fender-bender had
left amnighty markon the face of my -
Oldsmobile. The headlights were =
shattered, the grille gone and the

hood b_ea_n For the old car, ailscemed S

lost, L
I 01’1 (,sti skipped lunch on a %atm -

 Floridians In Congress
ﬁght Drilling E.eglslahon | a

An bxplosmn at an offshme natu» .
ral gas drilling site causeda . -
200,000-gallon c crude oil spill off Cfﬂ— :
1f0rma s coast in January 1969. 011
‘coated 35 miles of

SRS R Tﬂ,ml{muncr E

al LOPrestl has nevel had |
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“brow, he pounded and pried at it for -
“more than an howr, He stepped only -
- when he felt sure it would not ﬂy open

- mid-traffic.

“Inhis imy office, he explameci my
. options in plain, Sicilian-coated Eng-
. lish. I listened while taking in the pho-

ma of Venice, men with big fish, the
Italian flag, snapshots of fr 1ends, '
1mwore bigfish. '

‘Many months later, would ask

. him to tell me a bitabout these pu,» :

tures.

Salvatore LOPIBSU came to the :
United States from Sicily on Jan. 18,

.. 1964, He was 26, He spoke no English -

hcan, and Iun Dav1s, aDemocrat,
.-along with 20 other membersof ..
“Florida’s bipartisan congwssmnal
“delegation, signed a letter in opposi-

“tion to drilling closer to the state.
AR el fwo wenke aoa 10 eptiatare

: 'year and a half—he proudly remem-

- years ago, but the busmess is stﬂl : ;
‘called A &S. : e

o “I knew nothmg about cals lhad to?

:and carried no more than $150 in his

pocket. He and his brother Vincenzo .

-~ boarded the Leonardo da Vincito -
- makethe 18- -day trip to New York Clty :
" ~is0 they.could make a newhfe for o
" themselves. . .
S Mtwas the best tup 1 ever had in my '
- life,"he says of histime aboardthe -
" packed cruise ship, He recalls his first
.. . ‘glimpse of the Statue of Liberty and .
“the great 1mplessmn it made upon e

. commcol@tampatrib com
RS AR --__hlm. =

~'He stayedm the Bronx fm abeut a

bers the exact dates - unfil hewent

. back to Sicily to marry Maria Lulhm .
“Sixmonths later, he returned to ihe
" Bronxwith hiswife. =

Bricklaying was his only uade, 50 |

he spent his first couple of yearsin -
‘New York working any construction - -
jobhe could get. LoPresti makes clear -
. that “'it was really tough.” :

Afewyears later, | oPresu 'md his

1 ¢ : w1fe made thelong dl_N_Q toTampato '
“{osand prints on his walls: a panora- .- -

visit his cumpare, or best friend, An-

~gelo Urso. Their stay became perma-
nent, and Angelo convinced LoPresti - -
' ;makes this business the success itis,”
- -suggests LoPresti’s son, Angelo who
- works with his father. -+ -~ _
“Andwhat does LoPresti enjoy when _

1o go into business with him.1n May
1976 the friends staried A& SBody - - -
Shop ~-the “A” {or Angelo, the /S

for Salvatore. Sadly, Angelo died: som

-'3 f-mmd h:m of hts immgrant roots.
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':Portrasts of italy decorate Sal LoPrest i’'s A&S Body Shop and constantly re- b Lo

- -leam flom scratch, LOP!ESH says. In -

- time his carknowledge grew and he
o devcioped a philosophy. - T
-1 "Twani tosee the car ﬁxed and peo- _
- Z‘ple treated honestly. I never gotrich -
“~and never will be because of this. But . .
< youteltalie [toa customer] just; 10
make mmore money —where does that :

“lie go? Back toyou. Idon't want that,”
This beliefhas built him aloyal cli-

- entele ‘But he has more than honesty.
- Heisan Old World gentleman, and

“his clients love him for it. _
" “I'think his magnetism is what -

heisnot busywcrkmg on cars? -

mg Andl 1ove to eal

RO X R UERY.
i “&fﬁttttm%&
: ?R?(%\P\R‘LY TREND\NG UPWARDr

CQ)PLED \NlTH...“ -

“Number one, fdmlly Butalso ﬁsh-_: k- B

}' _Hé_ takes timLe tp_ shdvﬁ me snap R

-shots ofbig grouper and bigger red-
- fish. H cars are not his passion, then
" perhapsfishing is. Before1leave, he =
- ~offersmean espresso. He apologizes .~
- for not offering it to me earlier. ©

..“You see, Tamno longer a real Ital-

‘jan. Areal Italian would have offex ed
1h15 right away.”” .~

“Butwith hiswords soundmg, hke

‘.music, heis pure Italian—atouchof -

Italy inlitile Temple Terrace.

 Marleen Hynn isaTampa mztive Astu-

dent, she divides her time between Tan-

-1 paand Gainesville, wheresheis major-
-inginFrench andhzstor yat Ihe Umve:szu
: tyofFIonda,_

Keywo:d (‘ammumiy Colum-
nists, toread alher recent col—
NS, :
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