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av:ng outiaste& a bygone era in transportatmn, the restorea Un:on Station must. have new, Zist-cemury pumoses.

; lI is quietar 601N, Nebraska
Avelt'sa’ Thursday morning,

Station to'see whathas become

~ ofitsincellasttook the' train in 1997

" befor,e the buﬂdmg S restorat:on

began : :

Where 1 expect to ﬁnd a ﬂock Of

. travelersin fullhuste-bustle, 1 ﬁnd
one ticketing agent; a genial secunty

guardanda coupie ofp peoplewho

. lookabitconfused, While1listen: for

-+ that unmistakable whistle or the’

. mightyengineroar that announces:
"thetrain’sarrival, Ehearnoﬂung oy

No chckmg of heels orrofiingof

- luggage wheels on the Lerrazzo ﬁoors

No echaes ofvozces _

.+ silence T_hat holds sw :
feel the pressure tostay quiet myself. -

Bynow, I feel alitde sad.Where are .

ali the people that this jewel ofa -

building deserves? Havel Just come at_ '

thewrongtlme? =

Irseems hard 1o unagme that thls BT

2 mode of choice for most Tampa trave:
“elers these days. Each day only two |

G Tnbune file photo {2002}
V:s:tors enter the waiting room and

. ticket area thmugh the arched door—

ways of the main buaidmg

andI've cometo TampaUnion

_with Ybor City a stone’s throw away

yinlibraries. - manyofits frains bringin the Cuban
tobacco essenuai o Ybor s c1garmak— i
ers, :
- And béfore theend of World War I, .
_the car most visitors arrived into see .

‘accumulates, waitingfor train91to .

- MARLENE FLYNN

% Corpmunity Columnist
v commcol@:ampa_tnb. com:

. now-sleepy station used tobe aperve.

edge of downtown’s business district

and the Port of’l"ampa tothe south, -

Union Station once helped. shape thiS -

city. The depot; built in 1912, saw

the city of the cigar wasa Pullman
- Butattosand an’planes are the

trains chuginio Tampa Union! train.

191 from New York to Miami and train -
.92 from Miami to New York. Bcth are.
called the Silver Star. :

Byearly afternoona Sma]l cmwd

pullin: Finally, noise fills the stanon

‘upto its coffered ceiling. *

The station stays peopled but not

packed, for a few hours. Somewhere:
‘between 100 and 135 travelers pass .
‘throughit each day— haxdlya stag— S
genna number. -

cmru:es like these attest to rhe

© Thebuildingis tapestry bnck and

‘remains one of Tampa’s few des1gnec1' :
~ intheItalian Renaissance revival - -+

style. Great, round- a:chedwmdows

makethe m51de ofthe stationa corri- .
“doroflight. '

‘the University of Tampa and other

: makeovers that so often leas
“blandin trymc 10.ap peal 10

: ghost stations with their skeletoni i -
> tracks. Instead, it couid be }ustbeqn—-}. pEE
: nmg to wake fmm a iong sleep g

TG steD mSlde the phce is Lo re-

spond toit, and it takesno arch1tec~
‘ tural expemse todo $0.Fhe station’

speaks such nostalgia, itis easyto:

those theyioved here. Some. travelers
surely departed feel mglonesome
Others, ready tohead for the oid -
moking carto play 3 few h ands of
poker or pinochle, "

Given the chance, the. sratlon has

: .:stones 1o tell. Itlends Tampa asense:.
‘of place that condominiums and "

center of the city. Lying at theeastern - “-shopping centers that sprout up aver- :

night cannot. Union Station st
with the Cuban Club, the Italian €]

andmiarks in stouf opposition toc

Th.ﬁ s&aﬂon S FESEOI'EL'HOI}. 1sagreat

- beginning. Nowumwthavepeople
0 breathe lifeinto i. Andiftraintrav-

.. elaloneis notencugh to bringpeople” '

T to it, maybe there i anotherway '

One recent inspired plan involved
prowdmg the uniused space of the re-

- stored baggage annextoa group oflo- "

cal artists; rent-free, The stationis
noweven moredistinct to Tampa..» 7
* Travelers headed 10 Miamj from pr :

' York might get to see abit of localart-
- work they would have otherwise. .
S missed. And ga]lery fans m.oht con-

: 31der train travel.” -

" Perhapsalocal merchant coulci

- cometog—a smallbookstore, a good'
+ food vendor ~-who knows? e

Trhas been said, “Fyou build i it,

- theywill come.” Cowld the same ap- o

< plyto the restoration of a place? Per- = .
7 haps one could add, ¢ If},rou putitto

:.dwmdlmg loyalty travelers have for e gooduse, theywillkeep coming .

-the train. But they revealno truth _
‘aboutthe power and cha:acter of the .
‘station 1tseIf '

back.” And if pecple keep coming

* back, then Tampa Usion Stationwill © 1~

not go the way of many present- day

: Keyward Commzmuycglum-

nists, to read orherrecentcol—

imagine what it waslike for passerb S ;
gers oflong agowho said goodbye to

" By DAVID.GRIMES

; : ble globs ofink.’
. SarasotaHerald-Tribune - - ! ‘Havmﬂ alittd
- Becauselhave no life, I recently - ACIOSS, are we?”
started doing crossword puzzles. © - . tically askwhile
- Therewards came almost imme- - - shoulder.-
diately; Istilt have nolife, butnowl.. =  “Notatall,” ]
“amialsa vexed, humiliated, de- - something wron
- pressed, ashamed and, most often of .- “Spir’sthe pe
o7 all, samped. “‘thatyouwrote
- The humiliation part came be- ¢ swerto ‘Bakeryv
3 causeasa “word guy,” I thought. ' reaily breads'?”
crossword puzzles - 8
would be a snap. For
example, thanks to:. - ] dOI’l 4 know how m;ﬁ
~ myrapidlydeterio- - you'dknowthar  adax
ratingbody, Ican: - Tu . . . using
- bandyaboutsuch pzsmzre means line ;
“words as *'psoriasis” ant “unlessy you d “erut
and “hemonhold”  seentheclue - dires
- with reckless aban- : : -+-such
" don. Unfortunately, I bef or 6 .' ﬁguxé
- havevyettoseeeither: - clue;
““word crop up in a crossword. In- . - know howyou d
stead Tamconfronted by suchclues . mire” means“a:
as‘'pismire,” which meansanant, - seenthe clue bef
- notan overturned latrine, as I ongl— wordin the dicti
‘nally thought, and pansoph:tc word typically us
which means “wise, Which cleariy I. - fastconversatio:
prnot  “Honey, there
‘The depressed partcamewhenl . mirestrollingab
“ read that a fellow by the name of Da- Luckv Charms "
- vidRosen, who should berepeatedly ~ ~ «ape you ’{aiku
‘andsoundly smacked, can solve the Proxmire, the for
i Sunday New York Times crossword. Wisconsin? Wha
- puzzlein 12 minutes. [t takes me that .- cereal?” _
: icl}ing to fold the paper and ﬁnda pen— N, dear. Pisi
i fcword for antb:
" {Because my eyeS1ght 1% not SO formic acid discl
-__'goodelmer,lamoneofthose  “Didn’th tak
- doomed souls who do crossword M Calrr?a €
“puzzlesinpen. Thismeanswhen | *1927 a y's seat
< “Couturier Cassini’” turns out 1o be
‘1 “Oleg,” not “Olag” and “angry’ - And, Whﬂe we;
" turns outto be “sore,” not “fume,”: }{VESI‘?}'H S_amoar
.. wholesections of the puzzle are - tala.
T _transformed mto dense umntelhgiv 1 Just thought\

‘even such adubxous L
sort”—'—speakmg ofme
‘—“cantaleastand
_ worth ap pTaudmg i
jog - Thisisastatement
- RIDMNER about my character -
zmzm—m—— - withoutany substanti-
1 ation. This statementlabzls me a
* “dubious sort” and suggests  don’t

take other stands worth applauding. -

i Where does the editoril board get
A the nerve fo call me “dubous”‘ : 3 :
- Based on what? '

. QOne mlght thlnk Twas guﬂty of

" one ofthereal sing of theworld Iy~
“ing; cheating and. steahng Becausel
Uknowihe Tr;bune editorscould nev- -
ercome tothe conciusmi that e,
" cheat or steal based on ary credible -
information that they haw. Tknow:

- what they meanwhen theruse the |
Term'dubicussort.” The are talk-"
‘ingabout }udgmg peoples ased on
how theyhke to have sex. .

: you some applaudable stinds you -
 might have taken notice difyou
would put your religiouslases . .

' d_ucmc crimé; 1ast0rmg
understandine and fosteriio neacs -

. Foryour mformatmn, btme glve -

EOUS : fﬂ

_ .:' a31de That sexa
o yourneed'to con
: _' sexlives,

Why wasn't th|

- ingwhenItookn
- damentai nght tc
" so-called “free SE
' the free speech i
" ough publicacce
* the county triedt
. constxtutmnaliy).
. rights of property

emment abuse a
Thonestly beligve
- stand)? How abo
for the Iights of h
mmonues?

W’hen I run for

. taking a stand ag;

.and politicians w

' ourwayofhfe W
.-.commission stan
plewho alreadyh
S developers? :

Your editonall

N challenge and wil

when itisjust ons

-~ ries of stancls for {

nghts andj Jusuee

_ sort

- foeRedneropemte

mentbusinessesin



