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SPs need to be able to act
convincingly and improvise, say
program administrators. Some
are also called on to give feed-
hack to the doctors and medical
students with whom they’ve
slayed a scene.

“I'm not looking for people
~ho can make me laugh or cry,”
:ays Beezley-Lippman. “1I'm
ooking for realistic portrayals
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Chis is not very glamorous. I'm
Qoking for people with a genu-
ne interest in wanting 1o pro-
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uncomfortable.

Gallagher’s character is a
smoker and a nonmonogamous
gay man who doesn’t always
practice safe sex, meaning the
physician conducting the
interview had to offer medical
advice without imposing a value
judgment. Gallagher has a script
to follow, but he can disclose
information or hold back
depending upon how
comfortable the questioner
makes him feel. Two weeks

later, Gallagher would return to
be counseled by his “doctor™ on
the smoking.

MeclInturff wasn't alone in the
hot seat. In several classrooms
in the same building, O’'Gara’s
SPs were playing the same role
opposite other first-year
medical students.

“When we did this before, we
would bring in actual patients
and there was no way to stop
and say, ‘Now what do [ do?
said Dr. Susan Stangl,
co-director of UCLA’s first-year
doctoring course. “The patients
we tended to get were often
people who had an agenda, and
they'd say, ‘I want to do this
because I want to lecture
medical students about what 1
think doctors should know.” ™

Added Stangl: “Taking a
sexual history is really

embarrassing for them most of
the time, but we have to prepare
them and talk about it. Giving
bad news the first few times is
tough. This gives the students
the opportunity to all be in the
same situation so they've all
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