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Kiwanis 70th Annual

Pancake & Sausage Day
All You 
Can Eat!

March 18th, 2019 6 am - 7:30pm
EXPRESS DRIVE THRU SERVICE 3:30PM - 7:00PM 

Available at the West Side of the Routt Gym • Carry- Out is available all day

Advance Tickets: $7
At the Door: $8

Children 5 and under free 
with paying adult

Tickets available: County Market, Farmers State Bank and Trust Company, CNB Bank & Trust, 
Chamber of Commerce, The Source or any Kiwanis Member

TODAY!

Nevada wild to Illinois home

By Rosalind Essig
ressig@myjournalcourier.com

BEARDSTOWN — 
When the little dark bay 
mustang worked up the 
courage to hop out of a 
trailer at a farm outside 
of Rushville this January, 
it was into deep snow.

He was a long way 
from the Nevada desert.

In September, 303 
mustangs were rounded 
up by the Bureau of Land 
Management in Eagle, 
Nevada. Though the 
agency does roundups 
to control wild horse 
populations, these horses 
were dying in drought 
conditions.

One colt from that 
herd eventually arrived 
in Ewing, where 9-year-

old Hunter Reich and 
his family picked him 
up to bring him to his 
new home in Schuyler 
County.

Hunter named the 
horse Martin and has 90 
days to gentle him before 
the 2019 Mustang Chal-
lenge in April.

In just the two months 
since they brought Mar-
tin home, the horse has 
gone from refusing to be 
touched to loving affec-
tion from his new human 
companions.

They gave Martin 
time to get acclimated 
and Hunter said early on 
they had to leave halter 
and lead rope on — and 
reach it with a cane — to 
catch the horse.

“It took us a long time 

to get here into this pen,” 
Hunter said of the arena 
where he works with 
Martin.

Videos — on the Face-
book page @HAThorses 
— show how Hunter and 
Martin have progressed. 
A video of Martin arriv-
ing at the snow-blanketed 
farm shows him nervous-
ly jumping off the trailer 
and trotting awkwardly 
through the snow.

“He was scared out 
of his mind because he 
didn’t know what snow 
was,” Hunter said.

Now, Martin can be led 
calmly over and through 
obstacles, and is learning 
to bow and lay down, as 
part of the routine they 
will compete with.

Hunter will be the 
youngest competitor in 

Beardstown 9-year-old training
mustang rescued from drought

By Shirley Bilyeu
For the Journal-Courier

Meredosia-Chambersburg Junior-Senior High 
School Principal Dan Carie is retiring, effective 
June 30.

Carie, who recently gave the school board his 
letter of intent to retire, has been principal at 
the school for eight years.

Carie thanked board members for their sup-
port and said he will be leaving the school on a 
good note and in good hands, with board mem-
bers taking the school in the right direction.

A retirement celebration for Carie is being 
planned for 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. May 8 in the 
school cafeteria.

In other business, the school district plans to 
use health life and safety money to make repairs 
to both the small and large gyms. The flashings 
need to be replaced on the large gym, which 
already has had its leaking roof repaired. The 
small gym needs a new metal ceiling, and both 
gyms need their floors refurbished and resur-
faced.

The new director of Midwest Youth Services 
in Jacksonville plans to meet the faculty and 
speak with students at the junior-senior high 
school.

The recent Dancing with the Stars fund-
raiser made an estimated $4,000 to be divided 
between the K-12 PCA and the after-prom com-
mittee.

Motivational speaker Terrence Talley is to 
talk to students about bullying and self-esteem. 
Bluffs, Virginia and Triopia school districts will 
be invited to attend Talley’s talk.

HOME ALONE

By Grant Morgan
Capitol News Illinois

At what age should it be 
legal for a child to be at home 
alone, or to be caring for 
younger siblings?

In Illinois, it’s currently 14, 
the strictest such law in the 
nation for more than 25 years.

One Republican lawmaker 
wants that changed to 12.

“This law came into place 
decades ago in response to a 
case where a couple left the 
country with their two chil-
dren at home,” said Rep. Joe 
Sosnowski of Rockford. “As it 

sometimes happens with these 
issues in legislatures, lawmak-
ers overreact and set a prec-
edent that’s too restrictive.”

Sosnowski is sponsoring 
House Bill 2334, which would 
lower the state’s legal age limit 
for leaving children unsuper-
vised to 12. The bill passed 
unanimously out of the House 
Judiciary Criminal Committee 
in early March.

The case on which Illinois’ 
law is formed involved a St. 
Charles couple who left their 
9- and 4-year-old girls at home 
to vacation in Mexico in 
1992. Two days into the trip, 

a fire alarm went off, and the 
children went to a neighbor’s 
house for help before later 
being picked up by child wel-
fare agents.

A year later, the state passed 
the law considering it neglect 
if a child is left with someone 
under the age of 14.

“By changing it to 12, we’re 
creating a little more flexibil-
ity for parents to be able to 
decide and be responsible for 
their own children, based on 
a child’s responsibility level,” 
Sosnowski said.

Some states have no legal 
restrictions, while others, like 

Kansas (6) and North Carolina 
(8), set the age much lower. 
No other state has a legal age 
of older than 12.

“Parents leave children 
home alone for various rea-
sons,” said Jimmie Whitelow, 
spokesman for the Illinois 
Department of Children and 
Family Services. “The ques-
tion is, how long do you leave 
a child of any age home alone? 
Whether a child is 14, 12, 8 
or 6, does that child have the 
capacity to properly care for 
themselves should an emer-
gency occur?”

Sosnowski admits many par-

ents don’t know of Illinois’ law, 
and don’t follow it even if they 
do. He added that negative 
comments about the bill have 
been “few and far between,” 
and most parents are support-
ive, readily admitting to hav-
ing started babysitting when 
they were younger than 14.

“So if you have a mature 
12-year-old who has a cell-
phone, is very responsible and 
CPR-certified,” Sosnowski 
said, “there are families that 
are happy to let that child bab-
ysit or be at home for a period 

Principal to
retire at end
of school year

State looks at lowering ‘restrictive’ legal age

Photos by Rosalind Essig | Journal-Courier
Hunter Reich worked with his yearling mustang named Martin Saturday at Farview Farms in Rushville. Reich is training Martin so that 
the two can compete in the Mustang Challenge at the Midwest Horse Fair in April.

Reich feeds Martin a treat.

See MUSTANG | 2A

See ALONE | 2A
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the Mustang Challenge, 
where he will go up 
against 40-50 adults and 
kids who have gentled 
mustangs this winter. 
The Mustang Challenge 
will be part of the Mid-
west Horse Fair in Madi-
son, Wisconsin.

Hunter has only been 
working with horses for 
about a year and a half. 
He is training Martin 
using natural horseman-
ship techniques with the 
help of his father, Adam 
Reich; his father’s fiancee 
and her mother, Tiarra 
and Gwen Paschall; and 
Cindy Chaffin.

With different levels of 

experience among them, 
but limited experience 
gentling a mustang, Tiar-
ra said they found a help-
ful online community of 
people who have worked 
with mustangs before. 
Gwen said the experience 
has “been an adventure.”

According to the 
Bureau of Land Man-
agement, 245,000 wild 
horses and burros have 
been placed in homes 
since they received 
protection from the fed-
eral government in 1971. 
Each year thousands are 
removed by the agency 
and in 2018 more than 
11,000 were removed — 
a higher number than in 
the prior six years.

Wild horse and burro 
populations are managed 
because herds can double 

in size every four years. 
Since the 70s, the num-
ber of wild horses and 
burros rose from around 
25,000 to 82,000 in 2018.

Horses that aren’t 
kept by competitors in 
the challenge are sold 
and the proceeds go to 
the Mustang Heritage 
Foundation, Adam said. 
The Mustang Heritage 
Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization that works 
with the Bureau of Land 
Management to keep 
wild herds healthy and 
find homes for excess 
animals.

Kids who compete in 
the challenge can keep 
their mustangs and 
Adam said they plan to 
keep Martin and contin-
ue working with him.

The family does a lot 

of trail riding around 
Illinois and out of state. 
This summer, Adam said 
they’ll take Martin along 

so he can get used to 
the trailer and following 
along on the trails.

When Martin is ready 

to train under saddle, 
Hunter hopes to do bar-
rel racing and pole bend-
ing in 4-H.

Rosalind Essig | Journal-Courier
Hunter Reich walked Martin over a teeter-totter Saturday at Farview Farms in Rushville. Reich is using 
natural horsemanship techniques to teach Martin ground manners.

From page 1A

Mustang

of time without any real 
concern.”

It’s not clear how many 
Illinois parents are pros-
ecuted for violating the 
current law. According 
to Matt Jones, associate 
director of the Illinois 
Appellate Prosecutor’s 
office, there is no easily 
accessible repository for 
such information.

But, Jones said, pros-
ecutors are “pretty wise 
in exercising judgment 
about these cases.”

“If you leave your 
12-year-old at home 
while you run to the 
store, that’s probably not 
going to end up with hav-
ing your kids taken away 
or a criminal charge. If 

you’re gone for a month, 
then probably you’re 
going to be charged,” 
Jones said.

The case of a Wilmette 
mother who was inves-
tigated by the Illinois 
Department of Children 
and Family Services 
after letting her 8-year-
old child walk their dog 
around the block sparked 
news coverage in mid-
2018, but prosecutors 
did not pursue the case.

But, according to the 
Chicago Tribune, the 
mother says she endured 
weeks of stress while 
DCFS continued its 
investigation, question-
ing her, her children, and 
other family members 
to determine whether 
the child was being 
neglected.

Sosnowski agrees with 
Jones that such investiga-

tions are rare, “because 
even at local levels, 
police and prosecutors 
realize that the law is 
overly restrictive.”

He added there are 
many forms of abuse and 
neglect that local state’s 
attorneys will more justi-
fiably prosecute, regard-
less of age.

“We just need to bring 
[the age limit] in line 
with what is more com-
monly accepted out 
there,” Sosnowski said.

HB 2334 has garnered 
six co-sponsors from 
both sides of the politi-
cal aisle – Terri Bryant, 
R-Murphysboro, Jona-
than Carroll, D-North-
brook, Martin Moylan, 
D-Des Plaines, Dan 
Swanson, R-Alpha, Anne 
Stava-Murray, D-Naper-
ville, and Avery Bourne, 
R-Raymond.

From page 1A
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Today
Walking for Wellness: 7 a.m.-1 

p.m., Jacksonville High School Bowl, 
215 S.Church St. Free | Indoor walk-
ing program. Open each day Jackson-
ville School District 117 is in session.

Triopia School District Registra-
tion: 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Triopia Ele-
mentary School, 2204 Concord-Aren-
zville Road, Concord. | Kindergarten 
registration for children who will be 5 
years old by Sept. 1. Preschool regis-
tration for children ages 2½ to 5 years 
not entering kindergarten. Bring birth 
certificate, immunization record and 
Social Security number. For more 
information, call 217-457-2284, ext. 
1030.

Free Noon Meal: 11:45 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., The Salvation Army, 331 W. 
Douglas Ave.

Walking for Wellness: 12:30-3 
p.m., First Christian Church, 2106 
S. Main St. Free | Offered year-round 
Monday-Thursday.

Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen: 
3:45-4:30 p.m., 105 E. Dunlap St. Free 
| Meal for anyone in need.

Super Sibling: 6 p.m., Passavant 
Area Hospital, 1600 W. Walnut St. | 
Meeting Room 1. To register, call 217-
479-5800.

Tuesday
Walking for Wellness: 7 a.m.-1 

p.m., Jacksonville High School Bowl, 
215 S. Church St. Free | Indoor walk-
ing program. Open each day Jackson-
ville School District 117 is in session.

Free Noon Meal: 11:45 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., The Salvation Army, 331 W. 
Douglas Ave.

Jacksonville Christian Women’s 
Connection Lunch and Program: 
Noon-2 p.m., Hamilton’s, 110 N. 
East St. $12 inclusive |”March Into 
Spring.” Guest speaker is Patti 
Brawner who will share her message 

“Searching for True Security.” Special 
music by Anna Ferraro, classic pia-
nist. Reservations and cancellations 
required no later than March 15 by 
calling Mary at 217-243-2322.

Walking for Wellness: 12:30-3 
p.m., First Christian Church, 2106 
S. Main St. Free | Offered year-round 
Monday-Thursday.

Social Work Assistance: 1-6 p.m., 
Jacksonville Public Library, 201 W. 
College Ave. Free | Abby Kilbride, a 
social work student at MacMurray 
College, will be available to provide 
assistance with a variety of services. 
For more information, call 217-243-
5435.

Spirit of Faith Soup Kitchen: 
3:45-4:30 p.m., 105 E. Dunlap St. Free 
| Meal for anyone in need.

American Sign Language (ASL) 
Classes: 5:30-7 p.m., Jacksonville 
Area Center for Independent Living, 
15 Permac Road. $134.85 for class 
and book. | ASL I classes on Tues-
days, March 5-April 23. ASL II classes 
on Wednesdays, March 6-April 24. 
Instructors are Morgan Grant and 
Edwin King. Use the same book for 
both classes. To register or for more 
information, contact Kelly at the 
JACIL office, 217-245-8371.

Grocery Budgeting and Using 
Sale Flyers: 7 p.m., Jacksonville Pub-
lic Library, 201 W. College Ave. Free 
| Learn tips and tricks to use grocery 
sales flyers.

Great Decisions Discussion Pro-
gram: 7:30-8:45 p.m., Illinois College, 
1101 W. College Ave. | Eight-week 
discussion group led by Winston 
Wells, Illinois College political science 
professor. Meets in Baxter Hall, Room 
106, to explore U.S. foreign policy 
and world affairs. For more informa-
tion, contact Wells at 217-245-3089 or 
wwells@ic.edu.

To submit items to the calendar, go to 
myjournalcourier.com and select “calendar.” Items 
must be submitted at least 48 hours in advance.

STAUNTON, Ill. (AP) — Illinois 
State Police say a trooper is recover-
ing at a hospital after being wounded 
during a shootout with a carjacking 
suspect who was fatally shot.

State police say the Glen Carbon 
Police Department in southern Illinois 
alerted them about an armed carjack-
ing Saturday afternoon in Glen Car-
bon in which the suspect fired shots. 
They say a state trooper spotted the 
suspect’s vehicle traveling northbound 

on Interstate 55 and tried to pull it 
over.

They say a pursuit ensued and 
ended near Staunton when the car 
left the road and became stuck in the 
median. They say the driver fled on 
foot and shot at the trooper, who was 
struck. They say the trooper fired 
back, fatally wounding the suspect 
who state police later identified as 
53-year-old Billy L. Walker Jr. of Hills-
boro, Missouri.

Carjacking suspect killed, 
trooper hurt in Illinois shootout

MORTON GROVE 
(AP) — Hundreds gath-
ered in suburban Chi-
cago to show solidarity 
with area Muslims and 
take a stand against hate 
in the wake of mosque 
attacks in New Zealand.

The gathering at the 
Muslim Community 
Center of Morton Grove 
late Saturday heard 
prayers and messages of 
unity from Muslim, Jew-

ish and Christian leaders 
as victims of the shoot-
ings in Christchurch 
were remembered.

Dilnaz Waraich of 
the community center 
noted people have 
awakened to news of 
terrorist attacks way too 
many times in recent 
years. She added all 
need to work toward a 
time when Islamopho-
bia, anti-Semitism, anti-

blackness and all hatred 
has no oxygen.

Friday’s mass shoot-
ings in Christchurch 
killed 50 people. The 
suspect in the shoot-
ings, 28-year-old white 
supremacist Brenton 
Harrison Tarrant, 
appeared in court Sat-
urday and heard a judge 
read him one murder 
charge and said more 
would likely follow.

Hundreds gather outside Chicago 
to mark mosque attacks

ILLINOIS 
LOTTERY

SPRINGFIELD (AP) – 
These Illinois lotteries 
were drawn Sunday:

LuckyDay Lotto Midday
21-24-26-28-35

Pick Three-Midday
4-0-6, Fireball: 0

Pick Three-Evening
1-8-5, Fireball: 0

Pick Four-Midday
8-1-1-5, Fireball: 7

Pick Four-Evening
8-3-1-7, Fireball: 0

Lucky Day Lotto
01-08-23-36-42

Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $45 

million

By Mike Householder, Rebecca 
Santana and Kelli Kennedy
Associated Press

DETROIT — A rabbi who packs 
a gun. A church installing security 
cameras. A police car protecting a 
mosque.

Houses of worship have tradition-
ally been places of refuge where 
strangers are welcome. But high-
profile attacks in recent years on an 
African-American church in Charles-
ton, South Carolina, a synagogue in 
Pittsburgh and now mosques in New 
Zealand have made many worship-
pers and their prayer leaders rethink 
how protected sanctuaries really are.

“People are fearful for their lives, 
for their houses of worship, for the 
sanctuary of this mosque and other 
places of worship like the synagogues 
and African-American churches 
that are being attacked. People are 
concerned,” said Imam Mohannad 
Hakeem while attending Friday 
prayers at the Islamic Center of 
Detroit.

He spoke after a horrifying attack 
in New Zealand left 50 people dead 
at two mosques during midday 
prayers. A 28-year-old Australian is 
the main suspect and called himself 
in a manifesto a white nationalist 
out to avenge attacks in Europe by 
Muslims.

Once sanctuaries, houses of 
worship struggle with securityVERNON, Mich. (AP) — Authorities 

say four tornadoes touched down in mid-
Michigan during a fast-moving storm 
that swept across the state.

National Weather Service meteorolo-
gist Danny Costello says two tornadoes 
struck Thursday in Shiawassee County. 
Homes were reported damaged, while 
power was knocked out to thousands of 

utility customers.
Two tornadoes also touched down in 

nearby Genesee County.
No injuries have been reported.
The first tornado touched down about 

6:45 p.m. Thursday near Corunna. The 
second touched down at 7:03 p.m. to the 
southeast around Vernon, about 21 miles 
(34 kilometers) southwest of Flint.

Weather service: 4 tornadoes 
touched down in mid-Michigan


