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Qm a Qow about an underdog m.gma&w w;

d&ooﬁm battling his way to glory ... even
_though he would barely have been a HumGEm
~when the 1976 best-picture winner came out.

And it makes a certain sense that the

. 3%%7893&28 looking to be the next
_ Dbig action star should take a shine to

“Raiders of the Lost Atk”; the “Terminator”
Boﬁom mgﬁém bodybuilder-turned-actor
d Schwarzenegger;
m ock, who stars
g,” is a cinema hound. The Woow _umm

&,Eaa tastes.

- So says Usm%zm Howumo?.ww 9@ ,S.oama

,@o@g& known as The Rock.

“T've always been a big fan of a great story ,
11,” he says. “1 go from d&bm a big fan
cky’ to the ‘Godfather’ series to

. hmomauaﬁoﬁa Rose’ with Willie Nelson to
 Ttsa Wonderful Life’ and ‘Beaches.” ”

 “Beaches”? As in that 1988 Bette

, Midler/Barbara Hershey weepfest? The ulti-
| mate chick flick? The Rock likes “Beaches’?

“I can’t get it out of my mind,” confesses

| The Rock. “I know: typical Rock movies,

what you’d think The Rock would Ena
‘Not that anyone short of an armored car

‘would even try to suggest what The Rock

should and shouldn’t be inserting into his |

~ DVD player. But the man with the open-toed
~ shoes sipping bottled water in a Beverly

Hills- area hotel suite is not, despite his con-

siderable size, the trash-talking ass-kicker he

portrays in his World Wrestling Federation

. bouts. The Rock keeps it humble.

Which isn’t necessarily an easy thing to

. mooon:mw ‘when the merchandise empire

you’ve spawned has seen you transformed |

,, _ into more than 25 action mmﬁmm and 10
. Snoomwﬁm ,
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Rock. In the comic-book-
turned-celluloid known as
“Scorpion King,” The Rock’s
character takes out half of
ancient Egypt with arrows,
swords, knives and anything
else he can lay his beefy hands
on. He also gets a bit buffoon-
ish, even to the point of getting
particularly creative when he’s
up to his neck in sand mmoSm a
swarm of ants. And, oh, yes,
we do see that famed raised

|1l | right eyebrow, when Mathayus,
1| | the Akkadian assassin played

by The Rock, gets catapulted
into a Gomorrah harem.
(Don'task)

It was the persona % &m self

spoofing Rock that drew direc- |

| | tor Chuck Russell to “The

| -Scorpion King.” Russell had
seen The Rock hosting
“Saturday Night Live” and

sensed that The Rock could roll. - .
. Em% a sense of poignancy,”
The Rock worked with Santa
 Monica acting coach Larry
'Moss, who had worked with
 Helen Hunt on “As Good as It

1 had no idea who he was,
and I'm not particularly a
wrestling fan,” said Russell.
“He was charming, he was
handsome, and he was as funny

a5 any celebrity I had seen do
the show. There hadn’t been
moSmcno new in action drama

in five to 10 years. I wanted to

find out who this guy was and
learn more about him>
 Russell credits EEmmﬁ with
2 nose for developing not-yet-
discovered talent, having
directed Jim Carrey and

- Cameron Diaz in “The Mask”
and Vanessa Williams in

; me.m.m ,OH.,S

;‘ _zom . “Buthesa msmozﬁ&a,
He's Eoum&,u@ focused and ,
smart. He really wanted to be a

S0, is The Rock in that kind

of company? ,
_ “There is that thing that, for
lack of a better term, we call
. - star @&5% says W&%:
screen is zoﬁ a Eummb monaau ,

has a very dangerous edge

_about him, and that’s part of

what makes him fascinating.

He is authentically a good

guy, and I think that comes
through. He’s someone you

can root for.”

Action and mayhem The

Rock can handle, usually with-

out a stunt double. For the

scenes in which he had to dis-

good actor; and would do
whatever he had to do to
become that.”

The Rock’s limited acting

_experience was only one hur-
dle faced by “The Scorpion
~_ King” team. Between the rush

to complete filming to beata
potential Screen Actors Guild
strike and juggling The Rock’s

schedule so he could perform

his WWFE daties on his non-
shooting days, it was a Fwoao
three months.

Now, on the brink of a new

- kind of additional stardom, The
. Rock says he has no difficuity

is that 5__5 52

- *for lack of a better term, we call star
e_m__z He is very charming, and he _sm

avery %_ams__m edge about him, and.

. __EE 3: a s_é Bm_am him amn_:m___a o

— c_aqaq o::ox mcmmm

Gets’ and Duncan on “The

Green Mile.” Like Russell,
Moss was largely un-Rock ini-
_ tiated when he took the assign-
. Bma And like Russell, the act-
. ing coach is now a fan.

‘Now E@ Ie E_wEm wdoﬁ

,mewgm vmam@on%mh mm and

his wife Dany became the par-
ents of a daughter, Simone,
shortly after filming wiapped a
year ago. And the lean, pre-
Rock empire yeats aren’t too
distant a memory.

1 just always remember E&
six years ago, I was still sleep-
ing on a (expletive) stained

~ mattress that [ got out of a

Dumpster. So I'll never forget
that kind of stuff,” he says.

“I’'m always remembering that's
what I've had to go through to

. get here, what I know I'm

going to have to go aﬁo:mr to
get where I want to go.”




