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NATION

Family of migrant Guatemalan girl disputes o�cial story
of her death

By AARON MONTES
DEC 15, 2018 |  EL PASO

    

Claudia Maquin, 27, in Raxruha, Guatemala, shows a photo Dec. 15 of her daughter Jakelin Caal Maquin. Jakelin, 7, died in a Texas hospital, two days after being
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taken into custody along with her father. (Oliver de Ros / Associated Press)

Nery Gilberto Caal Cuz, 29, a Guatemalan migrant who crossed into the U.S. from Mexico with his daughter
Jakelin, contends she was well nourished and hydrated before dying in Customs and Border Protection’s custody,
contesting official accounts of the 7-year-old’s death.

A statement released Saturday by Caal’s lawyers calls for the release of Jakelin’s records from the El Paso County
Medical Examiner’s Office and Providence Children’s Hospital to provide him with details on her Dec. 8 death. He
also called, through his attorneys, for an objective investigation of the tragedy.

“The family intends to assist in such an investigation into the cause and circumstances of Jakelin’s death,” a
statement from the El Paso-based law offices of Enrique Moreno and Lynn Coyle said.

Jakelin, who had turned 7 just days prior to dying in the border agency’s custody, was apprehended with her
father on Dec. 6 near Lordsburg, N.M. The two were planning to seek asylum in the U.S. along with other
migrants they had met on the way to the U.S.-Mexico border.

At first, the two were taken along with more than 100 other detainees to a small outpost near the Antelope Wells
port of entry, officials said. After she began vomiting several hours later, she was taken on a bus with others to the
larger Lordsburg facility — a 90-minute journey.

Her father, his lawyers said, was not flown with his daughter from there to Providence Children’s Hospital two
hours away, where she died after suffering a heart attack. Tests at the hospital showed the girl had suffered from
dehydration and exhaustion, a Customs and Border Protection official told reporters in a conference call Friday,
and the agency claimed the girl had not had food or water for several days.

In Roma, Texas, residents must choose: Help Border Patrol, or border crossers? »

Providence officials could not immediately be reached for comment.

In his statement, Jakelin’s father said he was grateful for first responders who tried to save her life.

A prayer service was held for her on Friday night at La Paz funeral home in El Paso, according to Ruben Garcia,
executive director of Annunciation House, a nonprofit that provides support to migrants and refugees.
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The organization has retained the El Paso lawyers to represent Nery Caal.

Caal has stayed in one of Annunciation House’s facilities since Dec. 9. He has opted not to talk directly to the
media, Garcia said.

“This is an event that has lots of implications,” Garcia said.

Jakelin’s body is being sent from El Paso to Raxruha, a small town in Guatemala’s Alta Verapaz state.

On Friday, Customs and Border Protection released official details of Jakelin’s death in a statement welcoming an
investigation by the Department of Homeland Security.

“Border Patrol agents, including trained emergency medical technicians, did everything in their power to provide
emergency medical assistance for Jakelin Caal Maquin,” said agency Commissioner Kevin K. McAleenan.

The White House defended the Border Patrol on Friday, with a deputy press secretary going so far as to place
responsibility for the death on the girl’s father. The border agency’s week-long delay in disclosing the death — and
the circumstances surrounding it — prompted sharp questions from Congress members whose committees have
oversight over the agency but were not notified in a timely fashion.

Caal and his daughter came to the U.S. looking to seek asylum, but once in Customs and Border Protection
custody, he quickly ran into a language barrier with the agents, the lawyers said.

His first language is Q’eqchi’ and Spanish is his second, but all the forms he was asked to sign were in English, the
statement read.

“It is unacceptable for any government agency to have persons in custody sign documents in a language that they
clearly do not understand,” it said.

Montes is a special correspondent.

Today's Headlines Newsletter
Weekdays

A digest of essential news, insight and analysis from L.A. Times editors.

ADVERTISEMENT

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢
SAVE NOW

By continuing to use our site, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. You can

learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy. Close

https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/


1/5/2019 Family of migrant Guatemalan girl disputes official story of her death - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-guatemala-mexico-migrant-girl-20181215-story.html 4/6

COMMENTS (17)

LATEST NEWS

'Jazmine's army' rallies after fatal shooting of Houston 7-year-old
44m

'The Rider' wins best picture from the National Society of Film Critics, edging out 'Roma'
1h

They're o� and running: Elizabeth Warren's trip to Iowa launches Democrats' long race to take on Trump
1h

Community honors slain Newman police o�cer
3h

LATEST NATION

'Jazmine's army' rallies after fatal shooting of Houston 7­year­old

41m

A church van full of children was headed to Disney World. Then, a deadly ‘ball of flames’

JAN 4, 2019

How the government shutdown affects health programs

JAN 4, 2019

ENTER YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

ADVERTISEMENT

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢
SAVE NOW

By continuing to use our site, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. You can

learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy. Close

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-jazmine-houston-shooting-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-jazmine-houston-shooting-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-national-society-film-critics-awards-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment/movies/la-et-mn-national-society-film-critics-awards-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-warren-iowa-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/politics/la-na-pol-warren-iowa-20190105-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-ronil-singh-funeral-20190103-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-ronil-singh-funeral-20190103-story.html#nt=latestnews
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-jazmine-houston-shooting-20190105-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-jazmine-houston-shooting-20190105-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-florida-fatal-crash-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-florida-fatal-crash-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-government-shutdown-health-programs-20190104-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-government-shutdown-health-programs-20190104-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/


1/5/2019 Family of migrant Guatemalan girl disputes official story of her death - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-guatemala-mexico-migrant-girl-20181215-story.html 5/6

3 children found dead in Texas apartment

JAN 3, 2019

Was the fatal shooting of a Houston 7­year­old racially motivated?

JAN 3, 2019

FROM AROUND THE WEB by TaboolaSponsored Links

Progressive

Investing Outlook

Ultimate Pet Nutrition

United Naturals

Gundry MD

S365

Search For Any High School Yearbook, It's Free
Classmates

Thousands Are Switching To This New Cowboy Boot (Here’s Why)
Tecovas Cowboy Boots

Switch and save an average of $668. Savings make me smile.

Man Who Called DOW 20,000 Has Surprising New Prediction

The Non­Verbal Signs Your Dog Is Giving You

Top Gut Doctor Warns: "Throw Out This Vegetable"

Top Surgeon Shares #1 Technique To Wash Out Your Insides

Gut Doctor "I Beg Americans To Throw Out This Vegetable Now"

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢
SAVE NOW

By continuing to use our site, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. You can

learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy. Close

https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-texas-children-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-texas-children-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-houston-jazmine-barnes-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-houston-jazmine-barnes-20190103-story.html#nt=related-content
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=latimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-1r:below-article-thumbs_ARC:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=latimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-1r:below-article-thumbs_ARC:
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N4492.2069703TABOOLA/B21992396.236343246;dc_trk_aid=433567082;dc_trk_cid=99460260;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://investingoutlook.co/article-get-out-of-cash.html?cid=MKT376375&eid=MKT377393&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://ultimatepetnutrition.com/cmd.php?ad=891355&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/j6ajGYUc5c3X4_LmnB57x5dBGs7KD_OWaHDeXTqxLy-5Rqre98LbcZnwrXJED_yBxqRVN9o5cX4pUKlZYgOStRwzsiSHq6IVw9n1h5NLr-hfhWmBNvXm_QpUcx1GUaPEzkVhqVEbqi8xPL7AFK6zMxhhWalDd_KNqcOol8plRnetiFpLr2oOul6sb4yXFn44wDQ5qLvDKvhu0m8JmUBHzgO-vt_nbrDKVeHj7ZOzG4EQ97lDVukjkV0N0hrm9mFc1pyUM-HX8eFXyvqRyuOsZ2c-uRbEtDS9y2dQTWAYFKKmEVNmyScf_hcBIQmURg-9mVfsOrqzCo7l1XMpJxLjHG13lb3k87MDX19799pLjgduwaS1yUWq3M7_2nchtjYO92pMUxWT-yGbYOc-Q_-CE5D9p9vPHNNfWsT01XIeviO6iaSZHntklBBFAWGTF9QaSYF3HOqoEWgU8sD4v_hpTQO513rTaD7g0OVufnJG3hHMZ3icB2j-ZHDjZuAzARzUx0MWB9vWq4DrI0r6T0OnDDaFS07nBkIRQ7ZMGru-TOHTt07Wf2gfjTMvrX6jK_NBfhdTV9dxg-AkjG6xG1kbXl3ncAvYr0fxHfqkYJCoSWv9EO2csmQHRBoq6ziyRK1Qbp-arylfYdqnTdfG-nzrQIh5-RkorOCQd05NwCVwS4aQaSSdCEj01bGGz6GIkYnkYmTFpEU5s71p92Y0ELTfa4wrmqSqg5pT3RomB_UHa2d6zufqM7ujbZKw-Ii8doQvfkLs8bRk-CS-bCk6o-T9JY6i-7kbBSJHHlGjanYhQqQemkZyMDQhqECz27UnfqxJn_sun195oIeHcEEF2w///?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://gundrymd.com/cmd.php?ad=890715&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://rpptrk.com/d5e3c1fc-5833-412c-bb84-87c491bf070a?a=0&n=T&c=51144beb-e5dc-4e92-920b-cb90eedae082&i=51144beb-e5dc-4e92-920b-cb90eedae082&&sn=latimes&si=latimes&p=Desktop&campid=1689027&adid=149989147&title=Gut+Doctor+%22I+Beg+Americans+To+Throw+Out+This+Vegetable+Now%22&tn=http%3A%2F%2Fdx6isbzrbkxjw.cloudfront.net%2F5bfc40ae3b5a1.jpg
https://nv.enurmxb.net/t/clk?id=RMXXviQBy8fKlyGS6y7Eliz&s1=__1573638__1002628__138586014&s2=latimes&s3=138586014&s4=SMB__15.09.18_Classmates_2374194_S80764_US_4.45_N.G_Web_Whitelist&s5=CjA5MzMxMThmYi1lMWJjLTQ2YjgtOTA0OC0wOTQ0ZjE4ZWY4M2YtdHVjdDMyYWRjMWQSIW1hdG9teS1wZXJmb3JtYW5jZWRpZ2l0YWxtZWRpYS1zYw&s9=1573638__latimes&s10=1573638__138586014
https://try.tecovas.com/7-reasons-why-people-are-buying-tecovas?utm_campaign=7%20Reasons%20Why%20-%20Under-Indexed%20Sites%20-%20Desktop&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_term=latimes
https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/


1/5/2019 Family of migrant Guatemalan girl disputes official story of her death - Los Angeles Times

https://www.latimes.com/nation/la-na-guatemala-mexico-migrant-girl-20181215-story.html 6/6

Sign up for our newsletters

Subscribe for unlimited
access

About/Contact

Archives

Classifieds

Terms

Site map

Advertising

Corrections

Privacy policy

L.A. Times careers

Find a job

Shop

    

Copyright © 2019, Los Angeles Times

ADVERTISEMENT

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS

4 weeks for 99¢
SAVE NOW

By continuing to use our site, you agree to our Terms of Service and Privacy Policy. You can

learn more about how we use cookies by reviewing our Privacy Policy. Close

http://newsletters.latimes.com/
https://checkout2.latimes.com/MTRDigital?PID=4667&int=lat_digitaladshouse_4-weeks-99_acquisition-subscriber_ngux_text-link_footer
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-contact-us-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
https://latimes.newspapers.com/
http://classifieds.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/la-termsofservice-20180627-story.html#nt=footer
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-sitemap-htmlstory.html#nt=footer
http://mediakit.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/local/corrections/#nt=footer
http://www.latimes.com/about/la-privacypolicy-20180703-story.html#nt=footer
https://latimes-cng.icims.com/
https://jobs.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/#nt=footer
https://twitter.com/latimes
https://www.facebook.com/latimes/
https://www.instagram.com/latimes/
https://www.youtube.com/user/losangelestimes
https://vimeo.com/latimes
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CzdOCrFcxXNbIDY2uBP-jqPAHx5eJ6lSyqffslwacvKuyqwkQASC0zpUIYMnO8IzkpPgXoAHMkebeA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEiwJP0Oj_oYo_iyxy0BNeSiYQ1d1v7hJXlzrteAOR8gHEq562J06ulUX-3is8R8Iu8CQU3TFr11EPGAOcrx_wXZ-kNTPx0ziGT0NQ3TkVFzpoJ4kZlqzMQTV8ktcUXOSb0thGzoWXz25OlBRl-VMccj04DC_KY93N2LKj7oDj64Yz8FV1EdjS-duqH1-Pp27-AGYkoMzkjEO-8SWdMi_smAHizsI2zCDrvuieIm3SVrl_HM7ZmdUJsDAJ6wsEmYPfZepatArcd2pv7gOcjqBazin9U5oJVggXL8r3YX7iEAKMHiLz5IFEhMQLadrLphEkg0jT_1vMfzxCXWYivQvzu6tFPcV102GxnqKCKKDgBAGgBgKAB5zumSGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAOxCcaKiO58NiuFgAoD2BMM&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoQqf0umhGDlrWk9zwJACW8g&sig=AOD64_3VIv5qvmQiNcpmlq3j1MgchKMKYA&client=ca-pub-5190935653373739&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.harrys.com/go/gdn-pro-3%3Fa%3D1%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%26utm_source%3DGoogle-D%26utm_campaign%3DDCO-Native_-_(D)%26hid%3DDisplay-GoogleD-DCO-Native_-_(D)-Native-HvGillette%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI1s6ewP7X3wIVDRcBCh3_EQp-EAEYASAAEgLLw_D_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-zfFZB4qS-u3ITcpr1G3QzqTkZbCaWI-VODrMHrK7BUKiJjNYfJGfnR60fLox1JAJR6MSfPFKiR9pZqrWdvJ9D4HhENYpp5TfzKjW7ajosfP7jOxAHuDdZk7sTPvywH12g3S8qxO46q7BFRt5dx_4ocdsnZT9s-nHehbMpNrsQxyUPnHAYLjAv0TPPk9dnIQciY8c-NR9hgHnI99MteJ3m3NyZD0Sua9L9RGyGy1FWknXr_iu2Sa_OALr3h_nLNbLSSW1dkvD_c7OqG-xKA6WO6uOlpBCB2Nwd6bIjYV9ULZuAbsKCqk4A6nHZ96RMAx,Z4gjlj8SBWUWRmDGmSduZA&source=display&cbt=eBx9qAoZBOIIsqn37JcGEOD795wDGMzDgSIiDnRyeS5oYXJyeXMuY29tMggIBRMY9PcJFEIXY2EtcHViLTUxOTA5MzU2NTMzNzM3MzlIBlgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCzdOCrFcxXNbIDY2uBP-jqPAHx5eJ6lSyqffslwacvKuyqwkQASC0zpUIYMnO8IzkpPgXoAHMkebeA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEiwJP0Oj_oYo_iyxy0BNeSiYQ1d1v7hJXlzrteAOR8gHEq562J06ulUX-3is8R8Iu8CQU3TFr11EPGAOcrx_wXZ-kNTPx0ziGT0NQ3TkVFzpoJ4kZlqzMQTV8ktcUXOSb0thGzoWXz25OlBRl-VMccj04DC_KY93N2LKj7oDj64Yz8FV1EdjS-duqH1-Pp27-AGYkoMzkjEO-8SWdMi_smAHizsI2zCDrvuieIm3SVrl_HM7ZmdUJsDAJ6wsEmYPfZepatArcd2pv7gOcjqBazin9U5oJVggXL8r3YX7iEAKMHiLz5IFEhMQLadrLphEkg0jT_1vMfzxCXWYivQvzu6tFPcV102GxnqKCKKDgBAGgBgKAB5zumSGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAOxCcaKiO58NiuFgAoD2BMM%26sigh%3DG5Cij-XmCdQ
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-zfFZB4qS-u3ITcpr1G3QzqTkZbCaWI-VODrMHrK7BUKiJjNYfJGfnR60fLox1JAJR6MSfPFKiR9pZqrWdvJ9D4HhENYpp5TfzKjW7ajosfP7jOxAHuDdZk7sTPvywH12g3S8qxO46q7BFRt5dx_4ocdsnZT9s-nHehbMpNrsQxyUPnHAYLjAv0TPPk9dnIQciY8c-NR9hgHnI99MteJ3m3NyZD0Sua9L9RGyGy1FWknXr_iu2Sa_OALr3h_nLNbLSSW1dkvD_c7OqG-xKA6WO6uOlpBCB2Nwd6bIjYV9ULZuAbsKCqk4A6nHZ96RMAx,Z4gjlj8SBWUWRmDGmSduZA&source=display&cbt=eBx9qAoZBOIIsqn37JcGEOD795wDGMzDgSIiDnRyeS5oYXJyeXMuY29tMggIBRMY9PcJFEIXY2EtcHViLTUxOTA5MzU2NTMzNzM3MzlIBlgCcAE&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DCzdOCrFcxXNbIDY2uBP-jqPAHx5eJ6lSyqffslwacvKuyqwkQASC0zpUIYMnO8IzkpPgXoAHMkebeA8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEiwJP0Oj_oYo_iyxy0BNeSiYQ1d1v7hJXlzrteAOR8gHEq562J06ulUX-3is8R8Iu8CQU3TFr11EPGAOcrx_wXZ-kNTPx0ziGT0NQ3TkVFzpoJ4kZlqzMQTV8ktcUXOSb0thGzoWXz25OlBRl-VMccj04DC_KY93N2LKj7oDj64Yz8FV1EdjS-duqH1-Pp27-AGYkoMzkjEO-8SWdMi_smAHizsI2zCDrvuieIm3SVrl_HM7ZmdUJsDAJ6wsEmYPfZepatArcd2pv7gOcjqBazin9U5oJVggXL8r3YX7iEAKMHiLz5IFEhMQLadrLphEkg0jT_1vMfzxCXWYivQvzu6tFPcV102GxnqKCKKDgBAGgBgKAB5zumSGoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeoBqgH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAOxCcaKiO58NiuFgAoD2BMM%26sigh%3DG5Cij-XmCdQ
https://www.latimes.com/terms/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/
https://www.latimes.com/privacy/

