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For three years, the Town of Evans spent at least $219,000
annua//y on private contractors to cut grass and maimntain

delinquent properties — a fraction of what larger towns spent.
Erie County taxpayers paid the town back, no questions asked.

County taxpayers foot bill for
Evans’ no-bid home maintenance

BY LUKE HAMMILL / SUN STAFF REPORTER

he modest brick house at 1040

Backus Road in Derby doesn’t

stand out much from the other

lots on the quiet street.

It sits on a half-acre site at
the corner of Catherine Street. It’s 1,750
square feet, was built in 1958 and boasts
three bedrooms, a bathroom and a fire-
place. In 2013, its owners had fallen into
financial trouble and the one-story house
was ultimately headed to a foreclosure
auction. But in the two years that fol-
lowed, a residential lot no different than
any other in town turned into a cash cow
for a private contractor at county taxpay-
ers’ expense — all under the direction of
officials in the Town of Evans.

Erie County taxpayers paid a Farnham
company, SRJ Property Services, more
than $16,100 over two years to maintain
the Backus Road property. And that’s just
a fraction of the more than $257,000 SRJ
Property Services made across the Town
of Evans over the three-year stretch from
2013 to 2015 under a no-bid arrangement
funded by the county.

SRJ - then called Fletcher & Lochlan,

according to a town official - visited the
Backus Road site and charged $500 on a
January 2013 invoice through a policy un-
der which Town of Evans officials hired
contractors to maintain delinquent prop-
erties by cutting the grass and doing other
upkeep. The town simultaneously slapped
a $150 surcharge, designed to account for
overhead costs, on the property tax bill.

Fletcher & Lochlan billed the town
for more work on the property in March,
April and May 2013, charging $500 each
time. Again in June, this time for $850.
Twice in August, for a total of $1,580. And
again and again, as the calendar turned to
2014 and the company changed its name
to SRJ, continuing to rack up work on
Backus Road and elsewhere in Evans. The
$150 surcharges were also piling up for
Evans Town Hall - more than $5,500 from
1040 Backus alone.

The company billed the town for the
Backus Road property on 23 separate
dates in 2013 and 2014 and made an aver-
age of about $700 each time, according to
Town of Evans records obtained by The
Hamburg Sun. After the town compensat-

“IT’S A TERRIBLE CYCLE
THAT TAXPAYERS ARE
BEING FORCED TO DEAL
WITH THIS BURDEN. ...
FUNDAMENTALLY, IT’S
NOT RIGHT.”

—Jocelyn Gordon,

executive director of

local nonprofit land bank

ed SRJ and other companies who com-
pleted the property-maintenance work on
Backus and at other sites across Evans,

Erie County taxpayers paid the town back.

County taxpayers also reimbursed Evans
for the surcharges on the tax bill.

A Hamburg Sun investigation, based
on months of interviews and an analysis
of town, county and state records, found

that Evans spent more than $219,000 every

year on maintaining delinquent
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Highway
chief says
he needs
more staff

By Michael Petro
HAMBURG SUN EDITOR

Hamburg’s highway superintendent
implored the Town Board to allow him
to transfer money from the department’s
fund balance to payroll to hire an addi-
tional full-time employee.

With the winter season nearing and
snow already falling, Ted Casey said at
Monday’s work session he needs to get his
staff back to 31 workers in the highway
department and called it an “emergency”
and a “matter of public safety.”

However, due to some concerns over
funding the position, at a salary of about
$50,342 plus benefits, the Town Board
passed a resolution only to add the 31st
laborer position in the highway depart-
ment. A funding source must still be de-
termined before the hire can be approved
by the board and made by Casey.

Casey said Monday the 2019 budget
recently passed puts his department at 30
employees, which is the lowest number
since 1992. The highway department had
31 full-time workers in 2018, Casey added.

“We’ve already had two or three snow
events, and this is a request to restore the
31st position,” he said. “I'm foreshadow-
ing based upon what’s been happening the
past two weeks with the snow that we’re
going to struggle without having that 31st
position, at a minimum.”

Supervisor Jim Shaw pointed out that
the highway department’s budget will be
up next year about $155,000 from 2018, so
he and other board members said they
believed money from alternative highway
budget line items could be used to take
care of the hire.

He added Samantha Tarczynski, the
town’s finance director, has concerns
about the fund balance being too low for
that money to be allocated for the position.

Tarzcysnki wrote in a memo that she
was worried about using money from the
department’s fund balance, which sits at
$371,548 and is used in the case of emer-
gencies. With one month of expenditures
for the highway department averaging
$555,569, the fund balance does not contain
enough money to pay for an entire month,
if needed, she wrote in the memo, adding
that a healthy fund balance would pay for
at least three months.

She said during Monday’s work session
that a laborer also would have to be added
in the Erie County civil service bank for
the town, because only 30 laborers were
budgeted for in 2019. She added another
option would be to promote a current la-
borer, which would be an additional cost,
to make room for the potential new hire.

See Highway on Page A2

See Homes on Page A4
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By Luke Hammiill
SUN STAFF REPORTER i

Chants of “What’s disgusting?

A -:-.l.; T 13

Attempt to save jobs at New Era in Derby

New York.

to state subsidies and grants
from National Grid after the com-
pany threatened to leave Western

State officials said then that

Evans officials
at odds over
land-use plan

Union busting,” and “This is
what solidarity looks like,” rang
out in front of New Era Cap’s
downtown Buffalo headquar-
ters Monday evening as elected
officials and union representa-
tives called on the company to
reconsider its plan to close its
manufacturing plant in Derby.
County Executive Mark
Poloncarz, Assemblyman Sean
Ryan, Evans Supervisor Mary K.
Hosler and Evans Councilman

the incentives would ensure the

plant’s “competitive and long-
term future,” according to Em-
pire State Development’s website.

By Luke Hammiill
SUN STAFF REPORTER

Hosler previously told The
Hamburg Sun that New Era
paid full its school tax of nearly
$33,000 for the first time in recent
memory last year and paid its
full town and county tax of about
$40,000 this year for the first time
since at least 2010 and maybe
even 1993 or earlier. New Era Cap

Evans Supervisor Mary K. Hosler said
Wednesday at a work session that she would
attempt again to pass an updated compre-
hensive plan for the town and the Village of
Angola at the next Town Board meeting de-
spite the other two board members tabling
the vote at last week’s meeting.

The board appeared to reach a com-

Michael Schraft stood among
signs that read, “SAVE THE
JOBS AT NEW ERA,” and paint-
ed New Era Cap as a company
putting increased profits over

Luke Hammill/Hamburg Sun

Erie County Executive Mark Poloncarz speaks downtown, while
to his right are Assemblyman Sean Ryan and Evans Supervisor
Mary Hosler. Behind him, to the left, is Councilman Mike Schraft.

town.

has five pieces of property in the

Before this year, the company
only paid tax associated with

promise on the plan in late November, but
when it came up for a vote Dec. 5, Council-
man Michael Schraft and Councilwoman
Jeanne Macko decided to postpone it after
hearing concerns from residents along

local families.

Ryan, whose Assembly dis-
trict includes Hamburg, noted
that New Era Cap has received
$1.6 million in public subsidies
and reflected on growing up in
Lackawanna and seeing the nega-
tive impact of Bethlehem Steel’s
departure from the city.

“I was always proud of New
Era,” Ryan said, adding that he
regularly pointed out to people
that Major League Baseball
players wore hats made in the
Buffalo area.

He lamented that those caps
would be made at a non-union

facility in Florida, and other caps

would be made in China, if New
Era Cap leaves Western New
York.

New Era Cap has a deal with
Major League Baseball that
runs through 2030 and requires
that all on-field caps be made in
America.

The Derby facility is current-
ly the company’s only head-

wear-manufacturing plant in the

United States. New Era Cap plans
to shutter it in March. The plant
provides jobs for 219 workers,
most of whom are represented by
the Communication Workers of
America union.

New Era Cap had a pay-
ment-in-lieu-of-taxes, or PILOT,
agreement in place with the Erie
County Industrial Development
Agency, the Town of Evans and
the Lake Shore Central School
District. That deal was offered to
New Era Cap in 2010 in addition

special districts for fire, lighting
and sewer services, according to
Hosler.

On Monday, Poloncarz said
he would be open to discussing
a continuation of the company’s
tax breaks in Derby, which have
expired, in order to save the jobs
at the plant. But New Era Cap of-
ficials have not taken Poloncarz
up on the offer thus far.

“These are the jobs that creat-
ed the profits for this company,”
Poloncarz said. “These are the
jobs that built this company.”

Eden Evans Center Road.

“I don’t like passing resolutions pertain-
ing to a public hearing that we have that
night,” Schraft said.

Property owners in that area of town
have voiced concerns related to the com-
prehensive plan’s treatment of agricultural
land, which has been identified as part of a
future light-industrial corridor.

Hosler has argued that nobody would be
prohibited from farming in the area under
the new plan, but Schraft and Macko have
been reluctant to support it.

The Town Board’s next meeting is a
regular session Wednesday.

Kryszak reinstated to Woodlawn Fire Co.
after court decision in his tavor

By Luke Hammill
SUN STAFF REPORTER

A state Supreme Court justice has
sided with the former president of the
Woodlawn Volunteer Fire Co. in a legal
battle he waged with the fire depart-
ment.

In a Dec. 4 ruling, Justice Mark
Montour ordered the fire company to
reinstate the membership of Robert
F. Kryszak. He found that Kryszak
was “denied his fundamental right to
a hearing before a fair and impartial
body” before he was expelled from the
volunteer fire department last winter.

Edward C. Cosgrove of the Cosgrove
Law Firm, which represented Kryszak
in the proceeding, said the ruling was a
matter of “fairness.”

“Under the law that governs volun-
teer fire companies, they — the trustees
and...officers — were obliged to give him
due process and fairness, and they did
not,” Cosgrove said.

Kryszak, 48, of Blasdell, had been
a member of the Woodlawn Volunteer
Fire Co. for 21 years. At the time of his
expulsion from the company, he was
entitled to a service credit award at age
60 of $420 per month, Cosgrove’s firm
said in a press release.

In November 2017, the company
notified Kryszak of a pending hearing
to determine his removal from the or-
ganization, according to Montour’s de-
cision. Two members of the Woodlawn
company alleged that Kryszak violated
the organization’s bylaws, including the

company’s anti-harassment/discrimi-
nation and workplace violence policies.

“He was alleged to have harassed
and assaulted another member,” said
Kevin P. Wicka, the attorney who repre-
sented the company in the proceeding.

Kryszak denied “any altercation” in
violation of the company’s workplace
violence policy, Montour wrote.

Kryszak was also accused of failing
as president of the organization to
enforce the company’s bylaws with all
Woodlawn members. Facebook posts
presented as evidence during the hear-
ing purportedly showed that Kryszak’s
sons, who were also members of the
company, lived outside Woodlawn’s
jurisdiction in violation of the bylaws.

Cosgrove called Kryszak an “out-
standing gentleman” who “was the
victim of some pettiness within the
membership.”

Montour found that in June 2017,
Kryszak faced similar charges of inac-
tion relative to his sons living outside
of the district, but the charges were
dropped due to a lack of evidence. The
complaining party for both the June
2017 and November 2017 charges was
the same firefighter, who testified that
he was encouraged by the Woodlawn
trustees to again bring the charges
against Kryszak in November 2017.

The firefighter testified that he was
previously familiar with only one of
the Facebook posts, which was the ba-
sis for the June 2017 charges that were
withdrawn. Five other Facebook posts
submitted at the hearing on the Novem-
ber 2017 charges were provided to the

firefighter by the presiding trustees,
Montour found.

“The impartiality of the trustees is
brought into question,” Montour wrote.
“It is fundamental that a hearing be fair
and impartial. This fundamentally fair
process requires some type of neutral
and detached decision maker.”

The trustees presiding over the
disciplinary hearing “should not have
been enmeshed in gathering the evi-
dence or participating in the investiga-
tion, namely presenting the Facebook
postings to the witness...prior to his
testimony,” Montour wrote.

The justice added: “The accuser
should not at the same time be the
judge.”

Wicka noted that Montour didn’t
exonerate Kryszak on any of the under-
lying allegations and that the justice’s
decision was made strictly on procedur-
al grounds.

“We were disappointed...but cer-
tainly respect the court’s decision and
intend to follow it,” Wicka said.

Wicka said it was his understanding
that Kryszak had already been reinstat-
ed to the fire company. The company
was weighing its options as far as
whether to appeal, Wicka added.

Cosgrove said Kryszak was “very
much appreciated” by the community
when he was the president of the fire
company.

“It wasn’t a fair situation that he
had to face,” Cosgrove said. “The people
that were going to judge him, the trust-
ees, had already made up their mind.”

Funding for added position

HIGHWAY From Page Al

Casey said the fund balance is about
$100,000 higher from last year, adding
his analysis says, ‘“we need a person,”
putting an emphasis on the need more
than the cost.

Of the highway department’s budget
increase of about $155,000 for 2019,
$90,000 is for retirement costs. That
line used to be at zero, which prevented
Casey from making a hire earlier this
year after benefits had to be paid out to
two retiring employees.

The highway superintendent orig-
inally asked the Town Board for four
additional workers during the budget
season, but actually got reduced by
one worker, Casey said. He added he’s
simply looking for a way to fund one
additional worker just to bring the
department up to its usual level.

“I’'m going for table scraps here,”
Casey said.
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Shaw said Casey’s request for the
2019 budget was $2,849,990 more than the
department’s budget in 2018, which he
added was unrealistic.

“If we did that for you and every
other department, we’d probably be
increasing the taxes by 25 to 30 percent,”
he said. “I appreciate you having your
needs, but so does everyone else. We've
got to do something to keep the cost of
operation down.”

Council member Beth Farrell
suggested using funds from next year’s
highway retirement line, as well as the
part-time and overtime services lines,
which were increased by $37,000 and
$23,000 in the 2019 budget, respectively:

“I think you indicated it is better
to have the full-time person than the
part-timer, so it seems like it would be a
better use of the money,” she said.

Another idea floated, by Councilman
Mike Petrie, was using some fund bal-
ance and splitting the cost with moneys
from other highway department lines.

Advertising Sales Manager

(716) 849-4085

Jjoakley@wnypennysaver.com

is the issue

Casey said he’d be willing to take
from other lines on his budget to make
the full-time hire happen.

“I'm willing to gamble for the sake of
taking care of the roads,” he said.

He added one of his workers will
soon be taking an extended leave and
in response, Casey will be promoting a
part-timer to temporary full-time. But,
he said, temporary full-time workers
cannot be used for overtime until every-
one in the highway and buildings and
grounds departments are exhausted. He
added buildings and grounds employees
could be used for plowing on a limited
basis, provided all highway workers are
unavailable.

The town cares for 12 plow routes.

“It’s a logistical nightmare,” Casey
said.

The Town Board has no scheduled
meeting until its reorganizational meet-
ing on Jan. 7, but members said they
foresee a need to meet again between
Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

Display Advertising
Christa Catania
Ccatania@hamburgsunnews.com

Classified Advertising
Audrey Jarrell: (716) 648-2179
ajarrell@hamburgsunnews.com

SUBSCRIPTIONS
(716) 849-4000

The Hamburg Sun
5599 Camp Rd, Hamburg, NY
Hours: Mon. - Fri.,,9a.m.-5p.m.

New teaching
strategy at Hamburg
more ‘student-driven’

By Luke Hammiill
SUN STAFF REPORTER

Sixth-graders at Hamburg
Middle School are learning
math skills differently than
their parents did, thanks to
professional-development
work teachers in the district
have undergone, according to
district officials.

As part of a presentation
on the school’s “learning
plan,” Hamburg School Board
members heard from middle
school teachers Andrea Tret-
ter and Rhonda Mills during
their meeting Tuesday evening
at the middle school.

Tretter, a sixth-grade math
teacher, and Mills, a special
education instructor, are
co-teachers in a blended class-
room that combines special-ed-
ucation students with their
peers from the school’s general
population.

“It has totally taken a
complete 180,” Tretter said
of the change in her teaching
strategy since working with
special-education consultant
Beth Bittar.

Before, Tretter said, her
approach was more tradition-
al: lecture for 25 minutes at

a time, with other activities
playing a secondary role.

Now, her classroom is more
“student-driven,” she said,
meaning students do more
group work, perform self-re-
flection exercises and share
observations with a partner.
She lectures for only 10 or 15
minutes at a time under the
new strategy.

“The kids enjoy it more,”
Tretter said. “There’s so much
more conversation going on.”

Mills said the students are
“engaged in mathematical dis-
course that did not exist three
or four years ago.”

“Everyone benefits,” she
said.

Board members commend-
ed the teachers. Laura Heeter
noted that the shift in method-
ology might result in lowered
anxiety levels for students who
now work through problems
in small groups rather than
being put on the spot in front
of the class during a lecture.

Board member Michael
McGarry gave teachers credit
for “relearning how to do
something you thought you
had figured.”

“It’s always scary to do
something new,” he said.

Professor asks, ‘Should school start later?’

A SUNY Buffalo State assistant professor used the
public comment period Tuesday at the Hamburg Central
Board of Education meeting to advocate for a later start
time at the district’s high school and middle school.

“School start times should be no earlier than 8:30 a.m.
for middle school and high school students,” said Andrea
B. Nikischer, of the college’s Adult Education program.

She cited the “recommendations of the entire body of
experts in this area,” saying research has shown that teen-
agers’ sleep cycles make it difficult for them to fall asleep
before 11 p.m. and get a full night’s rest before school starts.

Nikischer also cited a bill passed by the state legislature
in California that would have required the day to start
no earlier than 8:30 a.m. in middle and high schools, but
California Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed it in September, saying
the issue was better solved locally.

What’s more, Nikischer added, the Clarence Central
School District starts school after 8:30 a.m. in its middle
and high schools. She called it the “cheapest, most effective
way” to increase mental health and decrease anxiety in

students.

First period at Hamburg High School begins at 7:35
a.m., according to the district’s website. School starts at

7:40 a.m. at the middle school.

Nikischer said she has emailed board members about
the issue but had received no response.

The Sun (ISSN 2573-4881) is published weekly at a price of

$48.00 per year by The Buffalo News, Inc.,
One News Plaza, Buffalo, New York 14240.
Periodicals postage paid at Buffalo, N.Y. 14240.
PERIODICAL PERMIT #20210

POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to:
THE SUN, ONE NEWS PLAZA,
P.O. BOX 100, BUFFALO, N.Y. 14240

©Vol. IT No. 43



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018 | THE SUN A3

Break_fast with Santa

T_ AW i:" : SPECIALS
Falrmry 1,58, 2018
HII-HI.-HI,\E_
Fiamparbyy Fusfarrs Wikl s § bl To=nay
L.-' HLTE] R SRECIAL, 10oz. Prime Rib Dinner
e LT T e B TR
[ T ——— 15
Cal 673-145 or BBO0EES
or online: wwew ryechadwiokbay orgl
Goat-Away-Waskand Wrnnemnar
Any pasa sndnbe from cur meno
Photos by John Normile/Special to The Sun 2 Fﬂl ]_
Bryan Jablonski reads to sons Logan Nawrcyniec and Cam-
den Jablonski during Breakfast With Santa on Saturday at T
American Legion Post 527 in Hamburg. 1 HUENnAY
Enjay 1 boitls of wine from ocur “cellar anlactyon ™
&
because I'm 13
your neighbor. NP —

'I;I'ﬂ tqﬂ. — T r‘. & THTh nl'mf"l’.l’ & o
i ey

P ORELE 1 Al B DR L ARy

pIToNAL $5 ox us!

61 BUFFALO STREET | HAMBURG i

. . RESERVATIONS SUCCESTED: 716.649.2101
Adeline Black enjoys a sea- JEFF LEYONMARK WOLF
%ﬁilstzgtdumg Breakfast NGO Exer (Puic, Home & Busines inesonea) i VWW.CARTEBLANCHEHAMBURG.COM

A NEW YOU IS RIST AROUND THE

REACH YOI GCHAd

OF REDLMING RAT
AMD CHELLLILITE

WITH tru=culpe® 0 SLULYT Y REBEIT BN
THE LATERT BOOHY SCUA ATINE BYSTEM
WITHOUT BURGERY OR COWHTIME

FAr e

-Ih:h.l:an:-l:ll'l:ll'-h]l Mn-irvenal vo. B- Tanhesinggy

Conlrmarigy
« Ayrers imetoly 20 fat roch ot par 16 miruts. Trestmant
« Mulitindc Frenos rof B by
- R Collitthc. ~ Tigghlon Hdn
« Mo Dot
 Fivi. ored Homdith Craro. Cranesdiey Aprsrsardl

e ey NEW Services Now Avalable =
-1 DIMARCO VEIN CENTERS

HLII uﬂrn--.u‘u-m-rp-ﬂyﬂq-‘ T T —

el S bl Bhigls, hes el benck, sl o

] =all frs Fres e ettt
c -4 1T | y J 4Fg g TF 7 F.

6120 RT. 218 5. ELLICOTTYILLE: HY + TH-680-1210 1
535 MAIN 5T = OLEAN HY = TH-315-1561 = 2 FARM COLONY DRIVE, WARFEN PA = B14-T5-4560 i
'-']5.#‘:: 4 E FAIRHOUNT AVE, LAKEN 00D HY = TI6-163-00T1 ey

WWW.DIMARCOVEINCENTER.com




A4

THE SUN | FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018

HAMBURG SUN INVESTIGATION

Taxpayers lost $13.900 in the case of one property

HOMES From Page Al

properties in the three years
before current Supervisor
Mary K. Hosler took office in
2016. In total, the town spent
$691,600 over the three-year
period. All the while, the
county paid the town back, as
stipulated by state and Erie
County tax law. What’s more,
the work was awarded to con-
tractors without a competitive
bidding process.

While county records
make it difficult to determine
exactly how much of the
maintenance costs ultimately
were not recouped, the Backus
Road home demonstrates that,
in some cases, taxpayers come
out on the losing end - in this
instance at least $13,900 be-
hind, according to The Sun’s
analysis of just three years of
maintenance activity.

As aresult of the arrange-
ment, Evans officials and their
contractors had no incentive
to be frugal. They knew Erie
County would reimburse the
town for its costs, and the
lack of a competitive bidding
process meant maintenance
companies didn’t have to beat
each other to the lowest price.

The system also resulted
in inflated real estate prices
for Evans homes in delin-
quency - since charges for
the maintenance went on the
property tax bills and were
thus included in sale prices —
and inconsistency in pricing
across Erie County, with
towns like Evans ratcheting
up maintenance charges and
other towns keeping costs low-
er. The lack of standardized,
county-wide prices for main-
tenance jobs means towns and
villages pay whatever they
like for the work and are then
reimbursed.

“It’s terrible for the
taxpayers,” Jocelyn Gordon,
executive director of alocal
nonprofit land bank that occa-
sionally acquires properties
like 1040 Backus, said of the
arrangement under which
towns and villages charge
large amounts for mainte-
nance work and Erie County
pays them back. “It’s a terrible
cycle that taxpayers are
being forced to deal with this
burden. ... Fundamentally, it’s
not right.”

Evans is not the only Erie
County town or village that
has taken advantage of the
system, Gordon said. But
Evans’ six-figures-per-year
spending totals were way out
of line with its significantly
larger neighbor, Hamburg,
whose property-maintenance
costs from 2013 to 2015 hovered
between $19,000 and $37,000,
tax warrants show. And the
towns of Boston and Eden
don’t do such work on private
property at all.

The arrangement’s
cost to taxpayers

Assigning contractors to
the property-maintenance
work from 2013 to 2015 was
the responsibility of Charles
LaBarbera, the longtime code
enforcement officer in Evans
and the Village of Angola.

A closer look at the high cost of maintaining delinquent homes

The Backus Road property wasn’t the only one where grass-cutting companies made money from 2013 to 2015 on taxpayers’
dime. Here’s a sampling of the dozens of Evans lots where work took place. In addition to these maintenance charges, the
town places a $150 surcharge, designed to account for overhead costs, on the property tax bill for each invoice it processes.

720 Birch St.
Built: 1920

Home/property specs: 1,404 square feet/0.23 acres
Company completing work: SRJ Property Services
Number of dates invoiced, 2013-15: 27

Total cost of maintenance work: $18,720

Cost per date invoiced. Just over $690

Price on deed when acquired by BENLIC: $153,859

Sold by BENLIC for: $6,000 (under contract, as of Dec. 5)
BENLIC repayment to county: None yet, as of Dec. 5
Will repayment cover 2013-15 maintenance work? No

76 Chestnut Lane
Built: 1945

Home/property specs: 1,092 square feet/0.34 acres
Company completing work: SRJ Property Services
Number of dates invoiced, 2013-15: 17

Total cost of maintenance work: $10,865

Cost per date invoiced: just over $640

Price on deed when acquired by BENLIC: $25,000

Sold by BENLIC for: $33,000

BENLIC repayment to county: $15,422
Did repayment cover 2013-15 maintenance work? Yes

9194 Lake Shore Road
Built: 1961

Home/property specs: 1,400 square feet/0.44 acres

Companies completing maintenance work: SRJ Property
Services, Todd’s Landscaping

Number of dates invoiced, 2013-15: 10
Total cost of maintenance work: $4,730

Cost per date invoiced: $473

Price on deed when acquired by BENLIC: $112,500

Sold by BENLIC for: $50,100

BENLIC repayment to county: $22,048
Did repayment cover 2013-15 maintenance work? Yes

In order to perform main-
tenance work on a residential
property, the town had to wait
five days after issuing a code
violation notice, according to
LaBarbera. A property didn’t
need to be tax-delinquent for
Evans contractors to perform
work there, but many of them
were.

After that, LaBarbera
would consult a list of local
contractors. Any company
with the proper insurance
could get on the list to perform
the services, LaBarbera said.
He would call the contractors
on the order they appeared on
his list, he said.

“If they didn’t want it
or couldn’t get it done in a
reasonable amount of time, I
went to the next contractor,”
LaBarbera said.

The work wasn’t com-
petitively bid, according to
LaBarbera, but the town’s
law “never said we had to bid
it out,” he added. The town
“had a list of set charges” that
contractors were allowed to
bill for certain types of work
and it was only later that “it
was said that we should have
followed a bidding process, but
I never knew that,” LaBarbera
said.

LaBarbera said the
company that completed the
largest share of the work
across the town from 2013
to 2015, Fletcher & Lochlan,
changed its name to SRJ Prop-
erty Services. The two other

The town’s response since 2016

Evans Councilwoman Jeanne Macko, who took office
with Supervisor Mary K. Hosler in 2016, said she has
reviewed the town’s property-maintenance program.

“People in this town were very upset because the
vacant properties near them were not being cut,” Macko
said. “So back then, it was like, every week or every two
weeks, somebody went out and cut the grass.”

She said contractors hired by the town also changed
locks, boarded up homes, cleaned lots and physically
removed garbage and rubbish. Because a lot of that other
work was done in previous years, Macko said, the town is
now in most cases only hiring contractors to cut grass.

Since 2016, Evans has tweaked the property-mainte-
nance program, Macko said, with varying results.

In 2016, unlike in previous years, the town bid the
work out, but that “delayed the whole process,” accord-
ing to Macko. It was July before many residents saw the
lawn being cut at delinquent properties. The next year,
the town asked certain companies to cut grass for a price
named by the town. But that price was “so low,” Macko
said, that “only one person was doing the grass-cutting
because nobody else would accept that price.”

Town records corroborate Macko’s statements. Evans
has in recent years decreased its spending on the proper-
ty-maintenance work to $57,000 in 2016 and $15,410 in 2017,

records show.

This year, according to Macko, the town “created a fair
price for companies to get paid, and I believe we ended up
getting three different people that accepted our pricing.”
Other contractors, Macko added, can ask to be included

on the list, as well.

“It kind of goes back to the same way that it was done

in 2015,” Macko said.
— Luke Hammill

Photos by John Normile / Special to The Sun

Erie County taxpayers paid more than $16,100 over two
years to maintain the 1040 Backus Road property.

companies he used most were
Todd’s Landscaping and Em-
pire Lawncare & Hardscapes,
both of Evans, although other
businesses completed some of
the work, as well, according to
LaBarbera and town records.

Even though county
taxpayers subsidize mainte-
nance activity on properties
in Evans and other towns
and villages, Erie County
officials say, they come out
ahead in the end because the
county charges high interest
rates on properties in tax
delinquency. That means the
burden for making up the
losses taxpayers take on sites
like 1040 Backus falls on some
delinquent taxpayers who
have simply fallen on tough
financial times or those who
eventually buy the properties.

“We’re charging interest
at 18 percent per year,” said
Joseph L. Maciejewski, Erie
County director of real prop-
erty tax services.

Also, officials say, the
maintenance charges remain
on the tax bill in addition to
any delinquent taxes. So even
after the county reimburses
the town, the county is often
paid back itself when banks
or other buyers foreclose on or
purchase properties and pay
off the late taxes and mainte-
nance charges.

In other words, the large
pool of properties on which
the county is charging interest
for delinquent taxes makes
up for the relative few where
there have been expensive
maintenance charges — and
even those maintenance
charges are usually paid back
upon the sale of the proper-
ties, officials say.

“We do end up collecting all
of our money eventually, two
or three years down the road,”
Maciejewski said.

But not always.

The 1040 Backus property
ended up — as such properties
do every so often, records
show — in the hands of the
Buffalo Erie Niagara Land Im-
provement Corp., or BENLIC,
a state-funded land bank that
acquires tax-delinquent or
abandoned property, brings it
up to code and sells it.

BENLIC acquired the

Backus Road house in a fore-
closure sale in early 2016. The
official price was $148,000, an
amount that encompassed all
the back taxes plus interest,
including the many mainte-
nance charges from compa-
nies like SRJ, said Gordon,
BENLIC’s executive director.
But because of “special agree-
ments” it has with Erie Coun-
ty, BENLIC didn’t actually
pay that much money for the
property, meaning taxpayers
took the hit for the remainder,
according to Gordon.

In fact, BENLIC doesn’t
initially pay anything when it
acquires properties like 1040
Backus, according to Gordon.
It only repays the county a
portion of the outstanding
taxes once the land bank sells
the properties to third-par-
ty buyers. The repayment
to the county is calculated
by splitting the proceeds
BENLIC nets from the sale
after deducting its own costs
for stabilization and repairs,
Gordon said.

In the case of 1040 Backus
Road, the county ended up
collecting only a fraction of
the $16,100 in maintenance
activity it subsidized for SRJ
Property Services and the
$5,500 in surcharges it paid to
Evans Town Hall from 2013 to
2015.

When BENLIC sold the
Backus Road property to a pri-
vate party in December 2017,
the sale price was $24,900.
BENLIC repaid nearly $7,700
to the county, Gordon said.

Today, the property’s as-
sessed value is $86,500, records
show.

County official:
System ‘needs to be
looked into’

Gordon said “numerous
towns and villages” have
“similar practices” to Evans’
model of cutting the grass at
delinquent properties and get-
ting paid back by the county.

“I think, unfortunately,
the system enables all these
towns and villages to really
not care too much to say, ‘Hey,
let’s think about whether $600
is really insane to charge for
a grass cut,”” Gordon said.

“Because they’re just going to
get paid anyway.”

Gordon said that when
“all is said and done, Erie
County collects 100 percent or
typically more of the money
it is owed” because of the
high annual interest rates.
But she acknowledged that
taxpayers were subsidizing
the grass-cutting activity at
particular properties, even if
they made up the difference
on other properties.

Towns and villages often
cut the grass at derelict hous-
es “in order to keep rodents
away from the neighborhood”
and in response to complaints
from neighbors, said John
Mills, who is the Erie Coun-
ty legislator representing
Evans and was previously an
Orchard Park town council-
man. But, he added, it usually
cost about $1,000 per year to
maintain the grass at a given
property. In Evans, the town
paid Fletcher & Lochlan $850
after the company submitted a
June 2013 bill for 1040 Backus
Road, then added a $150 sur-
charge.

“That doesn’t sound right.
... A thousand dollars a day to
maintain a property sounds
like something that needs to
be looked into,” Mills said.

Attempts to reach SRJ
Property Services, whose
address listed by the state
Division of Corporations is

aresidential property in the
Village of Farnham, were
unsuccessful. LaBarbera said
Steven Hamm and Raymond
Pugh were representatives of
the company, and both men
have been listed as owners

of the Farnham residential
property.

A Hamburg Sun reporter
left a note and a business card
with a woman who answered
the door at the home in Farn-
ham. The woman said Hamm,
listed as the current owner of
the home, still lived there but
that SRJ Property Services
was no longer located at the
site. Hamm never returned
the message.

A Todd’s Landscaping
representative declined com-
ment.

Tammy Lonkey, an accoun-
tant for Empire Lawncare &
Hardscapes, said the compa-
ny’s work went beyond grass
cutting and involved boarding
up homes and other cleanup
services. Empire completed
about $26,900 in work at 15
properties in 2013, $15,400
at 14 properties in 2014 and
$26,900 at 22 properties in
2015, records show.

“We were following the
rules,” Lonkey said, although
she said she has heard about
“controversy in the past”
about “how many times other
people were doing it.” She has
no direct knowledge of such
controversy, she said.

Lonkey said cutting the
grass at a typical small yard
might cost $65 — and may-
be $125 for a big yard. But
records show Empire charged
$440 on a 2013 invoice for 187
Rosewood Ave., and $1,260 for
a 2013 invoice for 6852 Chaffee
Court in Derby, for example.

In addition to cutting grass
and boarding up homes, com-
panies cleaned up and drained
in-ground and above-ground
pools, LaBarbera said, adding
that the work was generated
by neighbor complaints. Once
a company was called to a
property once, however, the
property was “theirs for the
season, and every two weeks,
they’d go out,” according to
LaBarbera.

Don Potenza, manager at
Buffalo Lawn & Landscape
—a company not involved in
Evans’ grass-cutting services
during the years in question
—said the amount charged in
the town during that time for
the services “sounds like it’s
high.” But he said he wouldn’t
jump to a conclusion because
many factors can account for
the price of a grass cut - the
size of the lot, the condition
of the lawn and whether or
not the town requires paying
employees the prevailing
wage, which can be as high as
$52 an hour.

Empire usually pays its
employees about $12 to $14 an
hour, Lonkey said.

“It’s not like we were just
ripping the town off. ... We
weren’t allowed to mow every
week,” Lonkey said. “There
was criteria you had to follow.
... This year, we only made a
few thousand, if that.”

Arrangement investigated by the DA

Evans Supervisor Mary K. Hosler was so alarmed
by the property-maintenance activity in the town that
shortly after starting her term in 2016, she reported it to
the Erie County District Attorney’s Office. A spokeswom-
an for the district attorney said the office investigated and
“found no criminal wrongdoing that we could prove in
court beyond a reasonable doubt.”

Charles LaBarbera, the longtime code enforcement
officer in Evans who was responsible for assigning con-
tractors to the property-maintenance work, said he never
personally benefited from any of the activity. He denied
any wrongdoing and said Hosler has “slandered” his
name by drawing attention to the issue.

“It’s all political,” LaBarbera said.

He added that “if the town didn’t like what we were
doing, the Town Board should have stepped up” and said
previous supervisors Robert R. Catalino II, Francis J.
Pordum and Keith E. Dash “never had a problem with

whatIdid.”

LaBarbera said the state comptroller audited the town
from 2013 to 2015 and concluded that Evans officials mis-
managed finances, which sent the town into an economic
tailspin. But state auditors didn’t “ever have a problem”
with Evans’ property-maintenance efforts, he said.

Catalino, who left office at the end of 2007, declined to
comment. Dash, the supervisor from 2012 to 2015, didn’t
return a phone call seeking comment. Pordum, whose
term fell between Catalino’s and Dash’s, said in a phone
interview that the town received “complaints from some
citizens about properties that were unkempt.”

“We had the properties taken care of, at least, so the
neighbors didn’t have to suffer with these things being
next door to them,” Pordum said.

Pordum added that he wasn’t aware of any foul play
and that the town was “doing a service to our residents.”

“People used to thank us,” Pordum said.

— Luke Hammill
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Idea for summer-school rebrand
presented to Frontier School Board

By Luke Hammill
HAMBURG SUN STAFF REPORTER

The teacher who oversaw
the Frontier Central School
District’s summer school
program this year wants to
rebrand and improve the
negative-sounding “summer
school” into a multi-faceted
“summer learning” program.

The shift would reflect the
reality already on the ground
at the summer school, where
courses are offered not only
to students who failed classes
or exams but also to pupils
wanting to get a jump on
next year’s curriculum, said
Amber Chandler, a Frontier
Middle School teacher who
directed the summer school
in 2018.

“So many good things are
happening there,” Chandler
said of the summer school at
last Tuesday night’s Board of
Education meeting.

Enrollment at the summer
school continued to decline
but has leveled off since
dropping sharply between
2015 and 2017, according to
Chandler’s presentation to
the board on Dec. 4.

In 2015, 652 students
attended summer school at
Frontier; this year, there were
430 students, down from 451
last year. There were 163 stu-
dents this year with special
education needs.

The summer school draws
heavily from the Orchard
Park, Hamburg, West Sen-
eca and East Aurora school
districts, as well as from St.
Francis High School.

District officials have
speculated that one reason
for the decline in enrollment
has been the opening of other
summer schools such as the
one in the nearby Lake Shore

EMPIRE

Central School District.

Chandler proposed ideas
for attracting more students
to the summer program,
including expanding the num-
ber of courses available and
offering two-week enrichment
courses in drama, coding,
writing and art.

The district could also hold
transitional “boot camps”
between fifth and sixth grades
and eighth and ninth grades,
as students change schools.

Board President Janet
MacGregor Plarr seemed
interested in exploring Chan-
dler’s ideas further.

“We look forward to the
proposals that you put forth,”

Plarr said.

Summer school students
did well this year in courses
like seventh-grade math;
seventh and eighth-grade
English-language arts; 12th-
grade English; Algebra II;
chemistry; art; and econom-
ics.

They struggled, however,
in ninth-grade English and
Algebra I and on Regents
exams in Algebra I, geome-
try, Earth Science and U.S.
history.

“I think there’s room for
improvement,” Chandler
said, though she noted that
most students improved on
Regents exams in English-lan-

guage arts, Algebra I and
geometry.

Joining Chandler for
Tuesday’s presentation was
Frontier Central High School
social studies teacher Sue
Wilhelm who was the assis-
tant director of the summer
school program this year.

“This was a success,” Wil-
helm said, thanking Assistant
Superintendent of Instruc-
tion Colleen Duggan for her
support.

Duggan returned the com-
pliment.

“Sue and Amber make a
great summer school team,”
she said.

$239, 423 329"
| -

NEW YORK...

2018 HYUNDAI
TUCSON SPORT AWD

2018 HYUNDA
SONATA SE

WP 423, 200 Sk BHELSSET

$159,.$17.622"

O tramie )

A

»

B LR ER

$1000 Boms Crch +$3000 Bams Crch
A BATREE BEEL. N ML A AT FARE e [ & : ] .—.lm
Y m HYUNDAI 715 452 7A4DD
I:R:I Brveerdoaa Boem 'ﬁ'n-Tfm:-' R HUnOE 1535 Soulbamcien Bind
HYLINOAI etk ey IFE YO0 O] Fenk

LUENRTYT BT GEmiEN

———-— e

1

|

I Cherecr-{Forssiry ey bl = 1105 i 8. Clarwn, T 2 027 Daly i
| Emglteve Latiopy Bl 30219 Bie 239, Spleguille, NT - 75 Ouly ¥
| I ., Elocs, HT .« T 577 (aly

b

- P S

b~ B ™ I
Uambam In Or. Bivwn P. Haman's nnmvaiive MOP-

aifilded FAMILY PRACTI GE benef imm a CLETOMIZED
WHELNESS PADGAAM phs many convaninces nob

typially feund In slhar primary cara pradices.

AILL EEICE PRRNAY CARE
Provided by 2 Eoard Corlllad Phaysicha and a irbadly,
alioaive daff in 2 i ofice anephean

SUT DDCTOR MM LANLITY

Ruach [v. Hornan by phona or omall, evn xiier bowrs
COMYEMIENT APPOINTMENTE

Drrlina, uminarriod, zame-doy wicls

YOLR PERBDNAL AINUCATE

Coordinallon aad managemea] af camn with spacialisa
COLDN DB COPY PROVIOBEL

Calon cascer scrmning

EXPERIENCE THE BENEFITS.

Vv
v

inday at 716.648. 7722 In
scharula 2 compl imaiary meaiag
wih the oniy MDWVIP Physiclan In the

; g ,
e

1w

7H.404. 9016 | 2291 Waldan Ave, Dapew, NY 15043 | EmpiraGMGucam/Aon

-—.-ulu——u-u.J



A6 THE SUN | FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2018

POLICE BLOTTER

Blasdell convenience store
robbed by man with knife

The Sunoco gas station
and APlus convenience store
at the corner of South Park
Avenue and Milestrip Road
in Blasdell was robbed at
knifepoint Dec. 5, according
to village police.

The store clerk told police
a man had entered the store,
threatened her with a knife
and demanded money from
the cash register, according
to a police report. She gave
him about $50, police said.

The store manager pro-
vided surveillance video that
showed a man enter the store
at 3:10 a.m., wearing a black
scarf covering all of his face
except for his eyes, a dark
sweatshirt with the hood up
and gloves. He pulled a knife
from his pocket and demand-
ed the money. He appeared
to flee southward toward
Milestrip Road, according to
the report.

Hamburg police assisted,
but officials were unable
to find anybody fitting the
suspect’s description.

Man arrested in
Eden for DWI

A man who recorded a
blood alcohol content three
times the legal limit was ar-
rested Sunday for impaired
driving following a traffic
stop on Shadagee Road in
Eden according to a Town of
Eden police report.

Anthony C. Todaro, 57,
was charged with aggravated
driving while intoxicated.

At 4:07 p.m., police
observed Todaro’s vehicle
repeatedly cross over the fog
line and fail to keep right. Po-
lice stopped the vehicle and
noted that Todaro exhibited
signs of intoxication, accord-
ing to the report.

Todaro failed a series of
roadside sobriety tests and
was arrested. He provided a
breath sample indicating a
blood-alcohol level of 0.235
percent, according to police.

He was due back in court
this coming Tuesday.

Arkansas man
arrested in Hamburg
for illegal firearm
possession

An Arkansas man was
arrested Dec. 6 in Hamburg
on weapons charges fol-
lowing a traffic stop at St.
Francis Drive and Big Tree
Road, according to a Town of
Hamburg police report.

Jeff L. Perdue, 47, of
Waldo, Ark., was charged
with two felony counts of
criminal possession of a
firearm.

At about 12:45 a.m., police
pulled Perdue over after ob-
serving him traveling west-
bound on Route 5 in excess
of the speed limit, according
to the report.

Perdue told police he had
a semi-automatic pistol and
a derringer in the car when
asked if there was anything
in the vehicle that an officer
should know about, accord-
ing to the report.

He was arrested and ar-
raigned and was due back in
court this coming Thursday.

Hamburg man
charged with
impaired driving
after hit-and-run

A Hamburg man was
arrested for misdemeanor
driving while intoxicated fol-
lowing a report of a hit-and-
run accident Saturday, Town

the Highland Hose, North
Evans, Evans Center, Lake
Erie Beach, Angola, Brant
and Lake View fire depart-
ments, according to a Town
of Evans police report.
Police were dispatched to

of Hamburg police said. to the building at 8:51 a.m., the fire at 9:55 p.m., accord-
Perry R. Heck, 50, of according to police. ing to the report. The home-
Waterview Parkway, was owners said there were no
also charged with felony Missing person injuries, and all occupants
aggravated unlicensed reported in Evans and pets had been evacuated.

operation of a motor vehicle,
a harassment violation and a
traffic infraction for leaving

They had a wood stove fire
going, and the chimney area
was on fire, according to

A report of a missing
person in Evans Dec. 6 was

the scene of a property dam- referred to the Town of police.

age accident, according to a Evans Police Department’s The cause of the fire was

police report. _ ?sgecgﬁig)geg& according determined to be a buildup
At 7:38 p.m., police by port. of debris in the chimney

responded to a hit-and-run Mark E Pelgrin, 65, was and a cracked chimney liner;

call on South Roxbury Drive, last seen Dec. 2, police said. .

according to the report, The | He's described as about 5 Soroat outesde the chimac
caller said he tried to stop feet, 11 inches tall and weigh- pl' id ¥
a driver who hit his girl- ing about 190 pounds with po '11(‘:}? S?} was d q
friend’s vehicle from leaving short salt-and-pepper hair (e e Was Ceeme

the scene and had a physical and no tattoos. accidental in nature.
altercation with the driver. Police said Pelgrin had .

The caller had the driver’s medical conditions that Four charged with
vehicle information and needed imme.diafce attentipn. drug possession in
police used it to find Heck on aboﬁ%‘:;i‘i’gtig ;I;f}?elzintlsﬁon Hamburg
Waterview Parkway.

Police detected s%gns of call police at 549-3600 and Four young adults were
intoxication, according to the | reference incident number charged with drug posses-
report, and P’Ieck told police 18-825007. ~SIO§ follt;) w1n1g att;\it-“ glc stop

) in Hamburg last Friday,
he got “clipped” before say- .. Town of Hfmburg polisz:e
ing he wasn’t going to talk No 1njuries reported said
to police. Heck was detained from accidental fire Justin D. Wesolek. 20. of
and identified as the driver at house in Derby Eden; Frank J. Amanti, 23,

of the hit-and-run vehicle
at the scene of the accident,
police said.

Heck was taken to the
police station and refused
a chemical test. His license
was found to be revoked.

He was released on an
appearance ticket to his
attorney, according to the
report.

of Cheektowaga; Nicholas
R. Sheppard, 21, of Buffalo;
and Kourtney Killian, 22, of

A Dec. 4 fire at a Derby
home on Peppertree Drive
attracted a response from

Buffalo woman
arrested for
unlicensed operation

A Buffalo woman was ar-
rested in Blasdell for aggra-
vated unlicensed operation
of a motor vehicle following
a traffic stop Sunday, accord-
ing to a report from village
police.

Bridgette N. Craver, 24,
of Hopkins Street, was also
charged with operating a mo-
tor vehicle with a suspended
registration.

Police pulled Craver over
after a plate reader activated
while she was driving on
South Park Avenue, accord-
ing to the report.

Police found that her
license was suspended and
that her vehicle registration
was also suspended.

She was taken into
custody and released on a
summons.

Lake Shore High
evacuated after
botched chemistry
experiment

Students, faculty and
staff were briefly evacuated
from Lake Shore High School
last Friday after a chemistry
experiment set off a fire
alarm, Town of Evans police
said.

The alarm went off at
8:29 a.m., according to a
police report. A wing of the
building on the second floor
was “filled with light gray
smoke.” District employees
were opening doors and
windows to ventilate the
building, according to police.

Evans Center firefighters
responded and helped venti-
late the building.

A teacher told police the
chemistry experiment in-
volved a reaction that causes
a burst into a purple flame,
according to the report. The
teacher said he believed too
much chemical was used.
No damage was sustained,
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Cheektowaga, were charged
with criminal possession
of a controlled substance,
according to a police report.

At 1:13 a.m., police
stopped Killian’s 2007 Volvo
S60 on Milestrip Road near
California Road after watch-
ing it straddle two lanes
while driving eastbound for
about half a mile, causing
another vehicle on the road
to not be able to safely pass.

Police smelled marijua-
na emanating from the car,
asked for identification and
discovered one of the occu-
pants had a warrant from
the Town of Tonawanda,
according to the report. A
search of the car and its oc-
cupants yielded a crack pipe,
suspected cocaine, suspected
LSD, marijuana and open
containers of alcohol, police
said.

The four occupants were
arrested and issued appear-
ance tickets.

Minnesota man
driving with
suspended license
arrested in village

A Minnesota man was
arrested in Hamburg for
aggravated unlicensed oper-
ation of a motor vehicle on
Monday, Village of Hamburg
police said.

Terrance R. Boyd, 35, was
also charged with operat-
ing a motor vehicle with a
suspended registration and
resisting arrest, according to
a police report.

Police were taking radar
at 11:08 a.m. from the Ham-
burg High School parking lot
on Legion Drive, according
to the report.

An officer pulled Boyd
over after clocking him
at 30 miles per hour and
observing tinted windows
on his vehicle, police said.
Boyd provided a Minnesota
driver’s license, and police
checked his license in both
Minnesota and New York,
according to the report.

Police found Boyd had
an open suspension in New
York and attempted to arrest
him, according to the report.
Boyd refused to step out of
the vehicle, and police pulled
him outside the vehicle while
Boyd continued to resist,
police said.

Police eventually hand-
cuffed Boyd and brought
him back to the station for
booking, according to the re-
port. His car was towed and
impounded, police said.

He was released on $50
bail and was due to return
this coming Wednesday;,
according to the report.
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according to the report.
Students, faculty and
staff were cleared to return
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Gift wrapping
fundraiser offered at
McKinley Mall

The Zonta Club of Ham-
burg-Orchard Park will be wrap-
ping gifts in front of Victoria's
Secret at the McKinley Mall
from Dec. 14 to 24.

The club will wrap all gifts,
including ones purchased
online. The proceeds from this
fundraiser support scholar-
ships for adults and high school
students and local domestic
violence awareness initiatives.

Flnrllt Quality 4.5" pot
%4.500¢a. or 3 for 11
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St. Francis of Assisi
to dedicate new space
on Sunday

St. Francis of Assisi Par-

ish in Athol Springs will be CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS
dedicating its new gathering TREES CACTUS
space just completed at 10 !tnrl: ng at B.5" pot

a.m. Sunday at 4253 St. Fran- 40

cis Drive, Athol Springs
The space will be dedi-
cated to Sister Mary Anne
Siwak, FSSJ, who, now
retired, has served in the
faith community for more
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JANE M. (FOSS) COTTON, ACTIVE IN HAMBURG AND EVANS HOME BUREAUS

March 26, 1930 — Nov. 24, 2018

Jane M. Cotton of Hamburg, formerly of Angola, died Nov. 24. She was 88.

Born and raised in East Aurora, she lived on her family’s dairy farm growing up.

Mrs. Cotton, the former Jane M. Foss, was a homemaker who enjoyed spending time with her family and friends.
She and Marvin G. Cotton were married on Christmas Eve 1949. Mr. Cotton passed away in 1997.

Mrs. Cotton was active in the Evans Home Bureau and the Hamburg Home Bureau, as well as her churches, First Baptist
Church in East Aurora, United Church of Christ in Angola and St. Matthews Church of Christ in Hamburg.

She lived in Angola from 1970 to 2000 and in Hamburg for the past 18 years.
Family and friends say she’ll be most remembered for her sweet personality and genuine kindness.

She is survived by son Jeffrey Cotton; daughter Linda (Robert) Ferraro; and granddaughter Caitlin (Justin) Kahabka. In
addition to her husband, she was predeceased by sister Virginia (late Russell) Mum; and brother William (late Betty) Foss.

A memorial service was held Dec. 1 at St. Matthews United Church of Christ, 5289 McKinley Parkway, Hamburg. Memorial may be made to St.
Matthews United Church of Christ. Arrangements were made by Addison Funeral Home, Inc.

RITA M. CLEMONS, WORKED AT HAMBURG-AREA NEWSPAPERS, ENJOYED PAINTING LOCAL LANDMARKS
Oct. 27, 1922 - Nov. 26, 2018

Rita M. Clemons of Hamburg died of natural causes Nov. 26. She was 96.

Born in Springyville to the late Helen and William Clark Sr., she graduated from Riverside High School in Buffalo.

In May 1946, she and Joseph M. Clemons were married. They moved to Hamburg in 1961 and were married 50 years until his
death in May 1996.

She worked in the newspaper industry for more than 10 years, first at the local Pennysaver and then at The Hamburg Sun in
the prepress department.

A lifelong painter, she was a member of a local artists’ group and entered art shows at the Erie County Fair and elsewhere.
She was also a longtime member at SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.

She and her husband, who worked in the printing industry, also wrote and published a newsletter for the local ministry,
Comfort My People.

She is survived by her children Patricia (late James) Ward, Rosina (late Robert) Morford, Maureen (late John) Klem, Mary (Kenneth) Jarosz and
numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph M. Clemons, and her
children Gregory Clemons and Margaret (late David) Kelley. Services were held Dec. 1 at SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.

JEAN A. HAAS, TAUGHT IN HOPEVALE SCHOOLS, SERVED AS ELECTION INSPECTOR
July 3, 1936 - Nov. 29, 2018
Jean A. Haas, of Hamburg, died Nov. 29. She was 82.

Born in Buffalo to the late Joseph and Margaret Meier, Mrs. Haas graduated from Holy Angels Academy and later earned a
degree in psychology at Rosary Hill College, the precursor to Daemen College.

She worked as a teacher, first at the St. Mark School in Buffalo and then for 20 years in the Hamburg-based Hopevale Union
Free School District.

She and Norman Haas were married in 1960 and have enjoyed 58 years together.
Mrs. Haas served as an election inspector for 35 years.

“She was proud of that,” her husband said.

She also enjoyed playing bridge, her husband added.

In addition to her husband, she is survived by her children, Sally and Heidi Haas; grandchildren, Corinne Smith, Jayme Erx-
leben, Kelsey Braudaway and Chloe Yets; sister, Margaret Ebinger; and three great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by a brother, Joseph Meier.

Services were held Dec. 6 at SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.

MARGARET E. FANCHER, WORKED AS LONGTIME FRONTIER TEACHER, ENJOYED GARDENING, PLAYING CARDS
Aug. 26, 1930 — Nov. 26, 2018
Margaret E. Fancher of Hamburg died Nov. 26. She was 88.

Born in Salamanca to the late Harry and Violetta Shoup, she graduated from Falconer Middle/High School and went on to
earn a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in elementary education from SUNY Buffalo State.

She and the late Theodore Fancher married in August 1953 and were married for 62 years until his death in December 2015.
They lived in Hamburg since 1961.

She worked as a kindergarten teacher in the Frontier Central School District for more than 30 years. She was also a member
of a senior group at the Village of Hamburg’s Swim Center and enjoyed gardening and playing cards with friends.

She is survived by her children, Sharon (Tony) Masterjohn, Eileen (Gregory) Giglia, Carol (Terry) Johnson, Michael (Carole)
Fancher and Barbara (Scott) Davis; brother Charles (Karen); nine grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren. She was
predeceased by her husband, Theodore Fancher, and siblings Robert and Richard Shoup and Katherine Luderman.

Services were held Dec. 1 at SS. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.

VIRGINIA V. SUIDA, LIVED IN EDEN MORE THAN 50 YEARS, WORSHIPED AT SS. PETER & PAUL
Dec. 23, 1928 - Dec. 3, 2018
Virginia V. Suida of Eden died Dec. 3. She was 89.

Born in Lackawanna to the late Paul and Sophie Bartus, she attended Lackawanna High School. She married John L. Suida in August 1947. They were
married for 71 years and lived in Eden since 1965.

“They wanted to make that 70th year and they got an extra year in,” said her son John Suida. “So, they were very happy about that.”

She held various part-time jobs but mostly was a homemaker, raising
two sons, John and Kenneth. She was a parishioner at SS. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church.

“She was just a beautiful wife and beautiful mother,” her son John said.
In addition to her husband, John L. Suida and children, John and Ken-
neth (Joan), she is survived by grandchildren, Mark (Cheryl) Suida and
Kimberly (Joseph) Servantez; great-grandchildren, Samantha, Miranda,
Jillian, Luke and Aubrey; and a sister, Sabina Sawicz.

Services will be held at noon on Dec. 23 — which would have been her 90th
birthday - at the St. Francis High School chapel.

DoxaLp M.

DEMMERLEY
Funeral Home, Inc.

21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg » 649-1366
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

NORMAN W. SHEA, WORKED FOR DECADES AT
NATIONAL FUEL, WAS ACTIVE AT HAMBURG CHURCH

June 5, 1938 - Nov. 18, 2018

Norman W. “Bill” Shea of Hamburg died Nov. 18 after battling leukemia.
He was 80.

Born in Buffalo, he attended Grover Cleveland High School.

He lived in Hamburg and worked at the National Fuel Gas Co. for 38 years,
most recently as a debt collector.

Shea married the former Marcia M. Berra in September 1966. They were
married for 52 years.

He enjoyed spicy food and working on puzzles, his wife said. He was also
amember at St. Mary of the Lake Church and active in the Society of St.

In addition to his wife, Marcia M, FLE]E rﬂ_l & Gmﬂtloﬂ SeerCES
Just For Vetera

Funeral, Cremation and Pre-arrangement Center
David M. Demmerley, Licensed Manager & Director

amiisog'voldoct family cuanad and operaied: funcrel hemss

CELEBRATING 70 YEARS in BUSINESS '=
[

(Berra) Shea, he is survived by chil-
dren, Christopher (Susan) Shea and
Timothy (Kristin) Shea; grandchil-
dren, Jennifer (Joel) Van Asdale,
Robert (Lori) Duel and Caroline
Shea; a great-grandchild Jordan
Van Asdale.

Services were held Nov. 25 at St.
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degree in library sciences from the
University at Buffalo.

In addition to her parents, she is
survived by her brother Paul; sister-
in-law Rose and niece Madelynn.

Memorial services were held Dec.
1 at Lombardo Funeral Home in
Orchard Park.

Memorials may be given to the
Eden Library or any not-for-profit
animal shelter in the Western New
York region.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Today

Antiques studies group: The
Hamburg Antique Studies Group
will hold meetings at 7:30 p.m. on
the second Friday of the month
at the Hamburg Community
Center, 107 Prospect Ave. Kathy
Hatem will host the program
and attendees are asked to bring
their Christmas collectibles and
antiques and discuss the various
items. Guests are welcome and
light refreshments are served at
the end of the presentation. For
more information, email jonestu-
ba@gmail.com.

Santa’s workshop: Santa’s
workshop at Hamburg Village
Square Plaza will run today
through the end of the weekend
before closing for the season.

It will be open from 5 to 8 p.m.
today, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 2 to

5 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 4 p.m.
Sunday.

Live nativity: Destination
Bethlehem, a live nativity, will be
held from 6 to 9 p.m. tonight and
tomorrow at Old Time Baptist
Church, 5599 Camp Road, Ham-
burg. The story of Christmas
will be told with live animals and
actors and a beautiful set design
during a 20-minute walk-through
indoors. Guided tours begin ev-
ery 10 minutes, starting at 6 p.m.
both nights. Guests are invited to
stay for light refreshments. For
more information, call 649-4974 or
visit online at www.destination-
bethlehemwny.com.

Story time at library: Story
Time Shook Up with Miss Laurie,
geared toward children ages 2

to 5, will take place at 10:30 a.m.
at the Hamburg Public Library,
102 Buffalo St. Registration is
required. Call 649-4415 or stop by
the desk.

Story/craft hour: Story hour
with Miss Alice will feature sto-
ries and crafts ideal for children
ages 3to 5 at 11 a.m. at the North
Collins Library, 2095 School St.
Call 337-3211 for more informa-
tion.

Story time in Eden: A toddler
story time for children aged 2 will
be held at 10:30 a.m. at the Eden
Library, 2901 E. Church St. For
more information, call 992-4028.

Preschool story time: Preschool
story time for children aged 3 will
be held at 11 a.m. at Eden Library,
2901 E Church St. For more infor-

mation, call 992-4028.

Saturday

Reading dog program: A canine
good citizen reading dog, Grimal-
di, will be on staff from 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Saturdays until Dec. 29
at the Boston Free Library, 9475
Boston State Road. Stop in and
sign up for a session to read aloud
to Grimaldi or register by calling
941-3516.

Holiday crafting: Representa-
tives of Explore and More will
host a holiday crafting program,
Graham Cracker houses, starting
at 11:30 a.m. at the Eden Library,
2901 E. Church St. Children can
make a candy-decorated house.
Advance registration is required
by calling the library or stopping
in to sign up. For more informa-
tion, call 992-4028.

Reading Dog: Story time with
Phoebe the Reading Dog will take
place at 9:30 a.m. at the Hamburg
Public Library, 102 Buffalo St.
Visit and share a story with
Phoebe, who is a therapy dog.
Most programs require advance
registration. Call 649-4415 or stop
by the desk.

Sensory Saturday: A holiday
edition of Sensory Saturday, open
to all ages, will take place from
10 a.m. to noon at the Hamburg
Public Library, 102 Buffalo St.
The event provides children with
a chance to explore, discover and
create using the senses during
hands-on activities to promote
cognitive development. Registra-
tion is required. Call 649-4415 or
stop by the desk.

Sunday

Christmas drama: The First
Baptist Church of Hamburg will
hold a 6 p.m. show, “Four Tickets
to Christmas” at 120 Main St.
For more information, email
secretary@fbchamburg.com or
call 649-3823.

High school holiday music: A
holiday music celebration will
be presented by the Hamburg
School band, orchestra, chorus
and guitar ensemble starting at
10:30 a.m. at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 142 Union St. A coffee
hour will follow the service. All
are welcome.

Holiday cookie sale: Trinity
Episcopal Church will hold its
annual Holiday cookie sale from
8 a.m. to noon at 261 East Main
St, Hamburg. All proceeds will
be donated to the Trinity Fresh
Produce Pantry, organized in
cooperation with Operation Good
Neighbor.

Sunday worship: Sunday
morning worship at Faith United
Church of Christ begins at 10:15
a.m. at 8651 Boston State Road,
Boston. Also, the church has Sun-
day School classes available for

children ages 3-and-older from
9 to 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, call 941-3529 or visit www.
faithunitedchurchucc.com.

Monday

Al-Anon Meeting: An Al-Anon
meeting, Courage to Change,
which is intended to help those
whose lives have been touched
by alcoholism, takes place at 7:30
p.m. each Monday at Hamburg
Presbyterian Church, 105 Main
St. Enter at the driveway side
door and proceed to the base-
ment.

Taxpayer group meeting: The
Hamburg Taxpayer Association
will be holding its December
meeting at 7 p.m. at the Scranton
Fire Hall. Enter through the back
door. All residents are invited

to attend and have their voices
heard.

Tuesday

Cat benefit event: Ten Lives
Club Cat Adoption Group will
hold a Holiday Meowy Hour from
510 7:30 p.m. at Ernie Weber’s
Beef-n-Ale, 3167 South Park Ave.,
Buffalo. Admission is $8 at the
door and will include beef on
weck, chef salad and desserts
with a portion of proceeds
donated to Ten Lives Club. Cash
bar will be available. There will
be theme baskets and 50/50. For
more information, visit www.
tenlivesclub.com.

Wednesday

Caregivers program: Eden
Dementia/Alzheimer’s Respite
program for caregivers will meet
at the Eden United Methodist
Church, 2820 E. Church St. The
day’s theme will be “Jingle Bell
Rock” and Santa plans to make a
visit. There will also be Christ-
mas caroling, dog tricks by Sadie,
crafts, bingo and lunch. For more
information or reservations, call
992-4211.

Retirement/healthcare
presentation: A presentation
about retirement and healthcare
will take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m.
at St. Francis Park, 5229 South
Park Ave., Hamburg. Sonja
Jensen-Schell, a financial advisor
from Edward Jones, will discuss
how to keep retirement savings
healthy and what steps can be
taken to prepare for Medicare
and long-term care costs. Light
refreshments will be provided.
Reservations are required by
calling 649-1205 before Dec. 17.

Thursday

Blue Christmas service: The
Eden United Methodist Church
will host a Blue Christmas (Lon-
gest Night) service for those in
the community grieving or strug-
gling to experience the joy of the
season at 7:30 p.m. at 2820 East
Church St. All are welcome. For
more information, call 992-4211 or
email edenumcl@gmail.com

Next Saturday

Reading dog program: A canine
good citizen reading dog, Grimal-
di, will be on staff from 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m. Saturdays until Dec. 29
at the Boston Free Library, 9475
Boston State Road. Stop in to sign
up for a session to read aloud to
Grimaldi or register by calling
941-3516.

Next Sunday

Christmas drama: The First
Baptist Church of Hamburg,
120 Main St., will hold a 6 p.m.
show, “Four Tickets to Christ-
mas.” For more information,
email secretary@fbchamburg.
com or call 649-3823.

Holiday sermon: John Sno-
dgrass will present the sermon,
Jolly Holiday, starting at 10:30
a.m. at the Unitarian Universalist
Church, 142 Union St. Religious
education classes will perform.

A holiday coffee hour will follow
the service. All are welcome.

Christmas services: A Christ-
mas service will be held at 7 p.m.
at Southtowns Christian Center,
6619 Southwestern Blvd., Lake
View. It will be a service for all
ages to share Christmas stories
from scripture and enjoy music.
Services will be held in the morn-
ing at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. and
Generation Kids Sunday School
will be at 10 a.m. For more infor-
mation, visit www.sccministries.
org or call 627-2183.

Sunday worship: Sunday
morning worship at Faith United
Church of Christ begins at 10:15
a.m. at 8651 Boston State Road,
Boston. Also, the church has Sun-
day School classes available for
children ages 3-and-older from

9 to 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion, call 941-3529 or visit www.
faithunitedchurchucc.com.

Lighting of the Way: Luminary
supplies for the Lighting of the
Way in the Village of Hamburg
will be available at Tops on South
Park Avenue from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Lighting of the luminaries will
take place on Christmas Eve.

Historic marker unveiled in Angola

By Leslie Logan
SUN CONTRIBUTOR

Friends of the Village
of Angola and the Evans
Historical Society unveiled
an historic marker last week
commemorating the tragic
“Angola Horror” train wreck
that rocked the village on
December 18, 1867.

The marker presentation
was held in a somber ceremo-
ny on Dec. 5 at the Southwick
House on Mill St., which was
used as a makeshift hospital
for the dozens of passengers
that were injured in the wake
of the devastating derail-
ment. The date was selected
to also mark the Internation-
al Day of Volunteerism -a
day that recognizes commu-
nity volunteers committed to
making their communities
more resilient in the face of
disasters and stress.

The new marker pays trib-
ute to the unsung local heroes
who acted as first responders
to the fiery accident where
49 people lost their lives. It
depicts a pair of interlocking
helping hands.

Joan Houston, Angola
village historian, reflected on
the incident and its impact on
the community during Mon-

Contributed photo

The marker was unveiled
at the Southwick House.

day’s Village Board meeting.

“I can’t imagine what that
first Christmas was like for
those rescuers. It was such a
grisly scene, no one probably
wanted to revisit it for years
after,” said Houston.

According to historical
documents, Angola residents
sprang into action after
the eastbound Lake Shore
Railway Express went off the
tracks as it crossed the 40-foot
wooden trestle bridge over
Big Sister Creek, east of the
village.

Passenger cars at the time
were made of wood, heated
by coal-fired stoves and lit by
kerosene lamps. The last two
passenger cars plummeted

into the frozen creek below
and immediately burst into
flames. Angola citizens did
all they could in response,
carrying the dead, badly
burned and injured from the
ravine. The railway disaster
deeply affected the communi-
ty, hitting just a week before
Christmas, historians say.

Dr. Romaine J. Curtiss, an
Angola physician who served
as a Union surgeon during
the Civil War, took charge
of the dead and wounded.
Curtiss treated the critically
wounded and enlisted neigh-
bors to receive them. Josiah
Southwick’s home became a
triage unit.

The New York Times gave
an account of the commu-
nity’s efforts, writing, “(P)
ersons were lying in beds and
upon the floor in almost every
room in the house, and not
only Mr. Southwick’s family,
but a number of the neigh-
bors...were kindly and most
patiently doing all in their
power to assuage their pain
and make them comfortable.”

Officials from The Friends
of the Village of Angola
say they have maintained a
commitment to keeping the
story alive to recognize the
tragic history and the valiant
rescue efforts that put Angola

on the map.

The accident was one of
the deadliest train wrecks of
the times. In its aftermath,
new train safety regulations
were enacted putting an end
to wooden passenger cars,
and established improved
braking mechanisms.

In 2016, 150 years after the
accident, a burial marker was
erected at Forest Lawn Cem-
etery where some 20 uniden-
tified victims were buried in
a mass grave. The Friends of
the Village of Angola raised
the money for the cemetery
monument and ensures that a
wreath is placed there annu-
ally on Dec. 18.

Officials say a garden is
also being planned in the
village as a focal point to
pay tribute to Angola’s first
responders, past and present.

“The marker helps to
educate the public about the
inspiring, sad-but-true story
of a devastating incident in
the village’s history,” said
Houston. “What we hope
is remembered is how the
villagers stepped up, stood
together, hands stretched out,
to help people in desperate
need. It speaks volumes to the
character of the community:
We need much more of that
in the world today.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Many to thank for
success of Conor
Long Bulldog Dash

Dear editor:

I would like to take the
opportunity to thank every-
one who helped support this
year’s Bulldog Dash. The
support and participation
was overwhelming.

More than 1,000 run-
ners and walkers endured
a very rainy day to show
support for a young man
who was truly loved and is
dearly missed. Conor Long
graduated from Hamburg
High School in June of 2017.
Among his many accom-
plishments, he was involved
in indoor track, served as
the president of student
government, coordinated
the most successful Bald
for Bucks cancer fundrais-
er in Hamburg history
and was the first student
president of the Hamburg
High School Health Science
Academy:.

He was an amazing
young man and instrumen-
tal in starting the Bulldog
Dash, an annual 5K fun
run/walk through the
village of Hamburg. His en-
ergizing passion and dedica-
tion to helping other people
was contagious, and people
were inspired and united by
his spirit. A natural leader,
Conor engaged an army of
volunteers and created a
fun and healthy community
wide race/walk. A Hamburg
Bulldog to the core, Conor
ran the entire race in the
school mascot costume, high
fiving and spreading smiles
and encouragement along
the way.

Tragically, Conor died
this summer on a hiking
trip to Zoar Valley. This
year’s Bulldog Dash was a
celebration of his life. He
showed us that one person
really can make a difference
—we are all of value, all de-
serving of love, and we are
all much stronger when we
work together to support
one another.

The Hamburg Health
Science Academy, along
with the Hamburg Booster
Club, and Unyts are very
grateful for all the time and
donations from our commu-
nity. Your support is truly
appreciated.

Also, on behalf of the
Hamburg Health Science
Academy, the Hamburg
Bulldog Booster Club, and
Unyts, I would like to send
a very special thank you to
the Long and Ballowe fami-
lies. While dealing with the
aftermath of a tragedy no
family should ever face, you
worked hard to carry on
Conor’s dream and make
the race a reality. It is easy
to see where Conor learned
about hard work and the
importance of caring for
others. Thank you for help-
ing us create an amazing

event to honor Conor.

One last thank you to
everyone for the donations
sent in or the time spent vol-
unteering. The outpouring
of love for Conor made the
race a huge success. We look
forward to having this be an
annual event in his honor.
We hope to see everyone
at next year’s Conor Long
Bulldog Dash.

Sally Couzens
Hamburg Health Science
Academy director

Highway Dept.
superintendent asks
to be left in charge
of town’s B&G

Dear editor;

Iread with interest the
Nov. 2 Hamburg Sun article
wherein certain board
members were considering
appointing someone to run
the Town of Hamburg’s
Buildings & Grounds De-
partment at $25,000 per year.

This is an ill-conceived
idea that will negatively
impact delivery of ser-
vices to residents and is
counter-productive to tax
cutting efforts by the town
supervisor. Historically, the
elected highway superinten-
dent has been appointed to
manage B&G for practical
reasons including ensur-
ing thorough and efficient
removal of snow and ice.
Creation of a separate
position to run B&G will
add an unnecessary layer
of bureaucracy as well as
create potential conflicts
when collaboration is most
critical during emergencies
and the winter season.

As the highway super-
intendent, the safety of
residents is my top priority,
and managing B&G affords
me the necessary flexibility
to move personnel around

in times of need. I trust
the Town Board shares in
my desire to help ensure
the safety of residents by
keeping B&G under the re-

—— NORCO
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sponsibility of the highway
superintendent.

Ted Casey
Highway Superintendent
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Community Concern of WNY
a ro vider
behavioralheaih, onto care
health home services in the Southtowns,
has the following positions:

PT Senior Care Manager
an eldercare specialist to provide case

management to senlors

PT Compliance Officer
oversee Medlicald compliance program

PT Insurance Poster

post Insurance payments

FT Clinical Social Worker
at least 3 years supervised experlence to provide
psychotherapy to individuals, couples & families

PT CarePanion Coordinator
Develop & oversee fast- growing housekeeping /
home safety program

Send resume to Valerie Nowak,
VNOWAK@COMMUNITYCONCERN.ORG
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Subscribe
nowto
The Hamburg Sun
for only $48
andgeta

FREE SUN
T-SHIRT.

Get the hest school, sports, bhusiness and
community news coverage,

522 to subscribe.
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2010 Ford Escape XLT. Great in
snow. Excellent condition. New
tires. $5,850. 716-676-3269

LEGAL NOTICES

Armbruster Two-Lot
Subdivision

Notice is hereby given that the
Town of Hamburg Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
December 19, 2018 in Room 7B
of Hamburg Town Hall at 7:00
P.M. regarding a proposed two-lot
subdivision to be located at 3495
Pleasant Avenue.

Chairman Daniel O’Connell
Douglas Schawel, Secretary
Planning Board
Dated: December 7, 2018

CLEAR VIEW WEALTH ADVI-
SORS, LLC has been formed as
a limited liability company (LLC)
by filing a certificate with the NY
Secretary of State (NYSS) on
07/12/2018. Office located in Erie
County. NYSS designated as
agent upon whom process against
LLC may be served. NYSS shall
mail process c/o the Company,
2337 Hobblebush Lane, Lake
View, NY 14085. Purpose of LLC
is to engage in any lawful purpose.

HERITAGE PROPERTIES OF
HAMBURG, LLC has been formed
as a limited liability company
(LLC) by filing a certificate with the
NY Secretary of State (NYSS) on
10/15/18. Office located in Erie
County. NYSS designated as
agent upon whom process against
LLC may be served. NYSS shall
mail process c/o the Company,
5600 McKinley Parkway, Ham-
burg, NY 14075. Purpose of LLC
is to engage in any lawful purpose.

Legal Notice
December 14, 2018

Notice of Request for
Proposals (RFP) for
“Comprehensive Housing &
Financial Counseling Services”

Please take notice that the Town
of Hamburg Department of
Community Development will
accept proposals for “Comprehen-
sive Housing & Financial
Counseling Services” in
conjunction with other housing and
community development programs
as may be needed. In order to be
considered, a statement of
proposals must be submitted in
writing by 11:00 a.m. on Friday,
January 4, 2019. Detailed in-
formation to be included in your
statement of proposals can be
obtained by contacting:

Hamburg
Community Development
6100 South Park Avenue
Hamburg, New York 14075
Phone: (716) 648-6216
E-Mail:
chull@townofhamburgny.com
ATTN: Christopher Hull;
Director of Community
Development
NOTICE

Attention is called to the fact that
Community Development Funds
from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
are being used for this project and,
therefore, compliance with Title VI
and other applicable provisions of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964;
Executive Order 11246 (Buffalo
Plan); Section 3 of the Housing
and Urban Development Act of
1968 as amended; Section 109 of
Order 11625 (Utilization of Minority
Business Enterprises); Davis-Ba-
con and Related Acts is required.

Legal Notice
Town of Hamburg
Meeting — December 19, 2018

The Town of Hamburg Planning
Board will meet for a Work
Session at 6:30 P.M., followed by
a Regular Meeting at 7:00 P.M. on
Wednesday, December 19, 2018
in Room 7B of Hamburg Town
Hall, 6100 South Park Avenue, to
discuss and/or approve the
following:

WORK SESSION

Bryan Ehrhart —
Requestmg Sketch Plan Direction
on a proposed cluster subdivision
to be located on vacant land, north
side of Pleasant Avenue

REGULAR MEETING

1. Public Hearing — 7:00
P.M., Mark Armbruster — Request-
ing Preliminary Approval of a
two-lot subdivision to be located at
3495 Pleasant Avenue

2. Continuation of Public
Hearing held on November 7,
2018 - Guggenheim Develop-
ment Services, LLC — Requesting
Preliminary Approval of a two-lot
subdivision to be located as an
outparcel in front of Lowe’s (4950
Southwestern Boulevard)

3. Guggenheim Develop-
ment Services, LLC — Request-
ing a Special Use Permit and Site
Plan Approval of a proposed Jiffy
Lube to be located on an outparcel
in front of Lowe’s (4950 South-
western Boulevard)

4. Anthony Cutaia —
Requesting Site Plan Approval of
a proposed multi-family project

to be located at 5138 South Park
Avenue

5. 5272 South Park
Avenue LLC - Requesting
Preliminary Plat Approval of a two-
lot subdivision to be located on
portions of 5200 and 5272 South
Park Avenue

6. 5272 South Park
Avenue LLC - Requesting Site
Plan Approval of a residential
project on portions of 5200 and

LEGAL NOTICES

5272 South Park Avenue

7. Planning Board to
review request from residents on
Mosey Lane to rezone Town-
owned property located north of
Mosey Lane and west of both
Horton Avenue and Wolf Road
from R-2 to PR (Park Recreation
District)

Daniel O’Connell, Chairman
Doug Schawel, Secretary
Planning Board

Dated: December 7, 2018

Name of LLC: VF Plumbing LLC,
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on November 6, 2018.
Office location: Erie County. SSNY
has been designated as the agent
of the LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY may mail

a copy of any process to the LLC
at: 293 Center, Lackawanna, NY
14218. Purpose: Any lawful pur-
pose. Latest date upon which LLC
is to dissolve: No specific date.

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC): Name:
TRAVELS WITH TJ, LLC,

Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 12/04/2018. Office
Location: Erie County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: C/O TRAVELS
WITH TJ, LLC , 3962 Autumnway
Ln, Hamburg, NY 14075.

Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
Latest date upon which LLC is to
dissolve: No specific date.

NOTICE OF FORMATION of a
PROFESSIONAL LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
Name of PLLC: NATURAL
ARCHITECTURE, PLLC. Date of
filing of Arts. of Org. with the NY
Dept of State: 11/19/18. Office
location: Erie County. The NY
Secretary of State (NYSS) is
designated as the agent for
process. NYSS may mail any
process to the PLLC to: 113
Norwood Ave, Hamburg NY
14075. Purpose of the PLLC:
Architecture.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
OF DOMESTIC
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

BG Properties and Maintenance
LLC, has been formed as a limited
Liability Company (lic) by Filing
Articles of Organization with the
NY Secretary of State (NYSS)

on September 27,2018. Office
located in Erie County, New York,
Brandon Bingman, designated
as agent for the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served
at 7337 BOSTON CROSS ROAD
BOSTON, NEW YORK, 14025.
The purpose of the LLC is to
engage in any lawful business for
the LLC’s under the NY Limited
Liability company act.

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY
Name: Dan’s Snowplowing, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the NY Department of State on
November 19, 2010. Office loca-
tion: Erie County. NY Secretary
of State (NYSS) is designated as
agent upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. NYSS
may mail a copy of process to
3965 Big Tree Road, Hamburg,
NY 14075. Purpose: any lawful
purpose.

NOTICE OF FORMATION
Rise Fitness, LLC has been
formed as a domestic limited
liability company (LLC) by filing
Articles of Organization with the
New York Secretary of State on
November 19, 2018. Office
location is Erie County. The
Secretary of State is designat-
ed as agent of the limited liability
company upon whom process

LEGAL NOTICES

against it may be served. The
Secretary of State shall mail

a copy of any process served
upon him/her to 97 Main Street,
Hamburg, New York 14075. The
purpose of the LLC shall be to
engage in any lawful act or activity
for which limited liability compa-
nies may be formed under the
Limited Liability Company Law.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
OF A DOMESTIC LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY
Notice of Formation of Bonavento

LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
Of State of NY (SSNY) on 9/20/18.
Office location: Erie County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process-
to: Jeffrey Abate, 5825 Scherff
Road, Orchard Park, NY 14127.
Purpose of the LLC: Equipment
Sales.

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
OF A DOMESTIC LIMITED
LIABILITY COMPANY

Notice of Formation of Mesh
Vascular Solutions, LLC, Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/16/18. Office
location: Erie County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: Jeffery Abate, 5825 Scherff
Road, Orchard Park, NY 14127.
Purpose of the LLC: Equipment
Sales.

Section of Law - 206

219 Insurance Agency LLC. filed
9/12/18. Office: Erie Co. SSNY
designated as agent for process &
shall mail to: Kelly Oneal Adams,
118 W. Main St., Springville, NY
14141. Purpose: General

Service

MISCELLANEOUS

ABC DUCT CLEAN 716 -
$249.99 Duct & Dryer Vent Srv.
NO Hidden fees. Rob, 888-0811

Employment

DRILLERS &

DRILLER ASSISTANTS
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS. FULL
TIME. WILL TRAIN RESPONSI-
BLE INDIVIDUAL WITH BASIC
MECHANICAL KNOWLEDGE.
MUST BE WILLING TO WORK
OUTDOORS AND PERFORM
PHYSICAL LABOR. MUST BE
ABLE TO DRIVE A STANDARD
TRANSMISSION. MECHANICAL
ABILITY A PLUS. SEND RESUM
TO: SJB SERVICES, INC., 5167
SOUTH PARK AVENUE,
HAMBURG, NY 14075.

DRIVERS /
TRANSPORTATION
CDL DRIVER

DRIVER NEEDED WITH CLEAN
CDL LICENSE <CLASS A>
TO DRIVE LARGE & MEDIUM
TRUCKS & MOVE CONSTRUC-
TION RELATED EQUIPMENT
LOCALLY - VERY LITTLE TRAV-
EL. MUST BE ABLE TO DRIVE
A STANDARD TRANSMISSION.
MECHANICAL ABILITY A PLUS.
FULL TIME POSITION WITH
BENEFITS AVAILABLE. SEND
RESUME TO: SJB SERVICES,
INC., 5167 SOUTH PARK
AVENUE, HAMBURG, NY 14075

The Children's League

A specialized program for preschool aged
children with developmental disabilities.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

Teacher Aides
{Full Time & Substitutes)

Speech Language
Pathologists

{Part Time and Fee For Service)

Special Education Teacher
{Long Tenm Substitute & SEIT)

Apply and submit resume on line at g
www.tclny.org.
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OUT OF THE PAST

Residents were on hzgh alert for Queen Charlotte ship

ike most early settlers
I of Hamburg and Evans,

Jotham Bemis kept a

wary eye on Lake Erie
during the summer of

1812. The United States had
just declared war on Great
Britain and the enemy
was within eyesight on the
Canadian shore. Even more
worrisome, British warships
patrolled the lake and the
Americans had no navy on
the inland sea.

SALES / MARKETING

one news

Digital Campaign Coordinator

One News Digital, the digital arm of
The Buffalo News, is currently seeking a F
Digital Campaign
Coordinator to work with us to grow and
support our online customers.
Responsibilities:
-Oversees a variety of digital campaigns fc
our clients, working to optimize exposure
based on the
dollars invested
-Collaborates with our outside sales team t
onboard new advertisers and to prospect fc
new customers
-Works with advertisers, in person and ove
the phone, to provide superior customer
service and to successfully traffic all digita
campaigns including
social media, SEO, SEM, display, email
marketing, website builds and video ad-
vertising.
-Assists with creative recommendations an
layout design of advertisements while con
sistently monitoring campaign performanct
-Provides strategy recommendations,
reporting and renewal support for all client:
Qualifications:
- A digitally savvy, customer-focused profes
sional with exceptional communication skill
and the ability to remain poised and calm il
a fast-paced
environment
- Must be detail-oriented, organized and
provide outstanding customer service
- Proficient use of Microsoft Word, Excel,
PowerPoint and Outlook is required. Ex-
perience with WordPress and Adobe Suite
preferred.
- The position requires reliable transporta-
tion for periodic outside
sales calls
- Bachelor's Degree in marketing, advertis
ing, communications or business
- 1+ years in an agency, media or
client-based digital environment
preferred

If you would like to be a part of the Advertis

ing Sales process from the industry’s fines

multimedia sales organization, please ema
your cover letter and resume to:
hiringcoordinator @buffnews.com

No phone calls please. The Buffalo News i
an Equal Opportunity
Employer.

Frontier communities had
formed militias of able-bodied
men. But Bemis was 52, too
old for the regular militia.
Bemis, though, was a veteran
of the Revolutionary War and
a survivor of Valley Forge.

So, he and other older men
formed a company of “Silver
Greys,” older men still willing
to fight to defend their com-
munity and country.

He was the captain of that
company and no doubt had
memories of how the British
army had burned down his fa-
ther’s home and crops during
the Battle of Saratoga in 1777
and of spending the next
winter sheltered in a barn,
according to a family history.

If the British soldiers were
to strike Hamburg in this new
war, most likely they would
come by boat from the lake.
The sight that instilled the
most fear in the settlers that
summer was a sloop that car-
ried 22 cannons and a crew of
120 or more, sailing along the
coastline of New York.

The Queen Charlotte ship
“kept the people of Ham-
burg and Evans in constant
alarm,” according to the
Centennial of Erie County by
Crisfield Johnson published
in 1876.

“Riding off the shore, her
boats would be sent to land
to seize on whatever could be
found, especially in the way

"BY SWORD AND FIRE...

BURNING OF BUFFALG®

Contributed photo

Hamburg and its militia played a role in the Battle of Black
Rock and Buffalo. The pictured portrait is called, “By
Sword and Fire...Burning of Buffalo,” by J. Tim Raymond.

of eatables and livestock.”

On one occasion, a party
landed in Evans, near the
farm of Aaron Salisbury to
plunder.

“Young Salisbury seized
his musket, overtook the
marauders as they were going
to their boats and opened fire
on them from the woods,” the
centennial book reported.
The landing party retreated
back to the Queen Charlotte,
Salisbury then headed to the
mouth of the Eighteen-Mile,
knowing it was a was a conve-
nient landing place, and dis-
covered that ship had landed
another group of plunderers.

“He again opened a rapid
fire from the friendly forest,

and the foe, thinking the
whole country was rising
against them, soon retreated
to their boats and vessel with-
out doing any further harm,”
the book reported.

British soldiers and sailors
from the Queen Charlotte
returned several times that
summer, and they did not
always take supplies. Some-
times it was prisoners.

“The men of the scattered
settlements were often taken
on board as prisoners, kept a
few days and then liberated,”
according to the centennial
book.

On another occasion, two
Hamburg men unwittingly
gave themselves up to the

Partnership with Buffalo Philharmonic benefits Frontier students

A donor sponsorship will
allow Frontier Elementary
and Middle school students
to attend the Youth Concert
Series of the Buffalo Philhar-
monic Orchestra (BPO) at
Kleinhan’s Music Hall.

Wendy Hall, a fourth
grade teacher at Cloverbank
Elementary, pursued the
collaboration and is now coor-
dinating the implementation
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of the sponsorship with the
BPO’s Education Department
and the participating schools.
The series includes

concerts for pre-K to Kinder-
garten, first to fourth grades,
fifth to eighth grades, as well
as middle and high school stu-
dents. The lessons teach the
basics of music, importance
of each position in an orches-
tra and instruments they play

Sorctrm
Cliniral Aclotant

Spociops B Srvviors e s
opraing kx 2 Clinical ksl
mw
venduge s 0 Pt wsley. Pt il
wrapylersernde lechle- of et
Lomciale's drgrs b n oy
axvicrs el

* Enowinlpr s sl ssicies, nf
sy o walers o sley— - sy
vl

= lumprn et - nitrw” mpewitinm b
st wilh e vl grale
o i = mpemlt ing g e ol
Sprsiogs Bl s Forries

= Rl oyl I compliet g
nexxinll sowpd el il o
ey

= Jumielly o . s et gy
mcilely skl et crporin

Toapply, visit ourwebsiteat

hit e shswnyorg dick on
theemployment twband mbmit
applicaticn via link nsodated with I

the position

and language of music.

Local businesses and
the Hamburg Chamber of
Commerce have assisted with
contributions.

British.

“When the war was
declared, two young men of
(Hamburg) were working in
Canada and were probably
enrolled in the Canadian
militia. Ere long, they slyly
returned home,” according to
the History of Erie County by
Henry Perry Smith published
in 1884. “A short time later
afterwards another neigh-
bor inveighed them back in
company with him on some
pretext and on their arrival,
gave them up to the Canadian
authorities as deserters and
received a reward, while they
were severely punished for
their alleged desertion.”

While Hamburg residents
kept a vigilant eye on Lake
Erie, many were busy ready-
ing defenses should the Brit-
ish land with a large force.

Jotham Bemis’ company
of “Silver Greys” no doubt
drilled on his property, which
he had made into a small fort,
according to the History of

Erie County.

“Captain Bemis’ barn was
surrounded by a stockade con-
sisting of logs about fifteen
feet long, hewn so as to fit
closely together, and set aside
by side about three feet in the
ground. Loopholes were made
for rifles, and the stockade
would have been a good
defense against any weapons
but artillery,” according to a
History of Erie County.

No attack occurred at Be-
mis’ farm, but Hamburg and
its militia would later have
arole in the Battle of Black
Rock and Buffalo. Bemis was
not present for that battle. He
died in March 1813 of “sick-
ness contracted” from the
war, according to the Bemis
family history.

As for the Queen Charlotte,
its days of raiding American
settlements ended in Sep-
tember of 1813, when it was
captured with other British
gunships during the Battle of
Lake Erie.
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Taking a ride on the Santa Express
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Photos by John Normile / Special to The Sun

Fire Man Michael Shears readies to leave aboard The Santa Express at the depot in Ham- Jade Andruszko gives her ticket to conductors Ray Kolaso, right, and Mike Connors to
burg for the holiday train ride from Hamburg on Saturday. Train rides were also Sunday. board The Santa Express at the depot in Hamburg for Holiday Train ride.
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The Kearns family, Mike,Patrick, Emmett, and Dara are ready to enjoy the ride Saturday on

The Santa Express.
]

Mrs. Claus makes an appearance during the train ride on The Santa Express. N E W YO R K aEm A
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