ial Fashion Week unveiling this past

. At his first offic

Wbruary in New York, André Leon Talley and a slétv of

the Tashign world’s trendiest and most-sought after stvle
leaders Wersipresent and buzzing. But all evgsawere fixed on
[ aQuan Synith and his Water Godde oetion.

BY AMY ANDRIEUX
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water poddess?” T just really oot i 1T

andl sand, [ started looking at The Little Mermaid
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trayed In my clothes

Catehing the attention of notable

onlookers like André Leon T |-"_"' anl

- determining what's hot

or not in the mame, and who officiated Smith’s

eleame into hich fashion with applanse, the bueeeon-

ingr designer says their appreciation was something he wasn't
expeeting reeardless of all the early murnmrings. 1 wasn'l

expecting André Leon Talley to come. I just wasn't. 1 den't

know who T expected to come; this is my first show. 5o
the people that eame were definitely important, definitely
elite in fashion. Evervhody, from the magazines to the
celebrities, it was just overwhelming.” After realizing the
magnitude of his transeendence from urban teen to faslion
powerhouse, he panses to eolleet himself as tears w ell up
his eves. “I'm just al a loss for words, Obviously I didn’t
ovt to see the show, but I'm hearing so mueh about
: pveryone heing so happy with the collection
5

4 and responding in a really erazy and amazing

%4 and appreeiative that peo re ahle to

anderstand my vision.”



