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A multi-generational
crowd gathers for bingo
and karaoke in Greenwood

IF THE IDEA OF BINGO conjures images of smoky, florescentlit Grange halls, think again. Seattle’s Greenwood Senior Center
has put a fresh twist on the retro group game, and its monthly
Bingo Karaoke Night is one hot ticket.
The bingo half of the equation got its start in 2008, when the
Greenwood Senior Center replaced its long-standing auction with
this old-school crowd-pleaser. It was a hit. The following year,
organizers kicked things up a notch by adding karaoke between
games. Some of the center’s younger staff members started telling
their friends, and by the time the Halloween-themed event rolled
around in October, interest was at a fever pitch. Organizers had
set up for 150 guests, but close to 200 showed, sending volunteers
scrambling to set up extra tables and chairs. Since that night, the
event’s popularity hasn’t waned.
“We had no idea it would take off like this,” says Cecily Kaplan,
the Greenwood Senior Center’s director. “We figured most of our
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audience would be empty nesters.” But players range in age from
mid-20s to 70s and older; the only folks you won’t see here are
kids. “This is party bingo,” Kaplan adds.
Jeanne Barwick, former Mae’s Phinney Ridge Cafe owner
and irreverent number caller, cajoles the audience
relentlessly, especially if one of the players
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Take a selfie with
a taxidermy squirrel at
The Cozy Nut Tavern

Prime your pipes at one of Greenwood’s watering holes within walking distance of the Greenwood Senior Center.
The Yard Cafe (8313 Greenwood Ave. N; 206.588.1746; theyardcafe.com) offers more than a dozen mostly regional, rotating
beers on tap and an extensive menu focusing on Latin fare and American pub grub, including eight kinds of tacos (meat,
fish and veggie), which are small and cheap enough ($3.50–$4 each) to try more than one. Or saddle up to the woodsy bar
at The Cozy Nut Tavern (123 N 85th St.; 206.784.2240; Facebook, “Cozy Nut”) for a Salty Nut, a fizzy slant on a Salty Dog ($8),
or the Blackberry Bootlegger ($9), with blackberry-infused bourbon, orange bitters and fresh blackberries, a fruity take
on the traditional old fashioned. It won’t be long before you’re ready for the cross-generational party bingo.

AFTER- PARTY

There’s really only one way to keep the party going after an evening of Bingo Karaoke—more karaoke. The Baranof
(8549 Greenwood Ave. N; 206.782.9260; Facebook, “The Baranof”)—one of Seattle’s most well-preserved dive bars—offers
karaoke Tuesday through Sunday, starting at 9 p.m. The bar’s favorite retro cocktail? “They’re all retro,” yells a somewhat
cheeky bartender over the buzz of a Friday night. Our favorite? The $2 Jell-O shots are made with rum, whiskey or vodka—
or sometimes, Fireball cinnamon whiskey (those will set you back $3). What better way to spend your bingo jackpot?
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