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brave hearts
Vets to Vets United, Inc.

“My joy
comes from
sharing my
dog,” said
Shuping,
whois
working
towards
becoming
atrainer
with the
non-profit,
Vets to Vets

By Jemnifer Wood
North State Journal

HEN  Durham
native Dr. Terry

her life in 2012
she realized it was mot serving her
because she was not serving others.
Morris was at & crosseoads in her
career, coming off of a research po-

G

e the number of veterans
and 1 thought
hospital right
all chicked.”

Morrs tells the story of lerally
and figuratively putting her foot in
the puth that night as she began to
dream of the idea for Vets o Vets
United, Te. *T west ot for & run
and started crying because [ was so
grateful” said Morris. “Dogs as ser-
vice animals foe veterans beought
together my visian for serving an
imals and helpisgg peopie.”

Moeris created Vets to Vets
United, Ine. for U.S, military veter-
ans who are bonely, suffering from
depecsame, or who have been diag-
mosed with Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, Traumatic Beain Injury,
e pysicaldisabilit: The program
Belps pair those veterans with
rescue dog asa nw.wu.u n anisnal,
assroom training to work towand
certification, and discounted veter-
inary care.

Last July Vets 10 Vets celebrat-
Buating class of ten
teams and pest March the organi
zation will meet s five
e milctons thet haveiahen m.\i

work and dedication. Currely
Morris is working hard to transi.
tion her man-profit to the next step
‘which means aneed for more fisnd-
raiseng, and hiring administrative
belp. It is clear she gets back the
Towe abe prsts it her work; you can
ear the joy in her voice as she de-
seribes the training process. "I you
put a bunch of dogs in a room with
people it's hard not to baugh” sad
Morris. “We have a good time!”
After the classrooen postion of
the service dag and
s must trais in pub-
e for a public access test admin-
istered by an independest testing
program in order to be certified as
a therapy dog, Once they are certi-
fied the teams are ecouraged to
give back by visiting VA hospitals,
Senior Centers, and returming

g

c peog mentoes.
Veteran Paul Shuping _joined
Vets to Vets in 2004 with his fiest
dog Apalio, who has since died.
Shuping is now partnered with

world 10 engage with people. 1
suffer from depecssion and tend to
be a recluse,” Shuping said. “With
Wego in ney life I have to take re-
spnsibility for ey life and for his

~ he gets me out and about.”
Shuping and Wego arc_mov-
ing into the role of mentors in the
classroen as  registered team, *I
see it as being an upper-classman,
while we are still learning too we
are also Jearning to be effective
elass leaders”

Dogs are our mest kyal com-
panians — there's a reasan foe the

saying " man’s best friend” — they
accompany us, they serve us and
they love us uncoditionally. A dog
a5 8 service compunion for 3 veter-
an can be a lfeline to the workd.

am

Paul Shping
cuddles

Tnc., & non-profit that pairs
veterans with dogs from animal
shelters.

ight, Pasl Shuping visits
ith Terry Moeris. Vets to Vets
United Inc. is a Durham-based
non peofit that pairs veterass
with dags from animal shelters.
The bsman-canine team train
tagether for two years.

NC4ME= LOOKING FOR WORK?
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NCA4VETS can help

Learn more in the Employment section
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