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timeless

Lighting O’ the Grove | Saint Mary’s School

By Jennifer Wood
Nerth State Journal

JOME. IS GOOD for the soul, and Saint Mary's

|School is one of mine.

T matriculated through these hallowed asd histor-
ic halls for five years — tenth, cleventh, and twelfth
grades as well as my freshman and sophomore years of
college. | received a high school diploma and an Asso-
ciate in Arts degree before moving down Hillsborough
Street to complete my college education becawse as my
parents explained, “they arent adding moee years —
you have to move on.” Clearly they understood that 1
would have willingly stayed right there in that grove of
stately oak trees.

It is om mights like the Lighting O the Grove that |
am reminded why

‘The evening began in the heart of the school, St
Mary's Chapel, with a traditional Episcopal service of
Lessons & Carols. The lessons were in keeping with
the service of the second Sunday of Advent, and the
carols were extracedinary. Jennifer Moran serves as
the academsic chair, director of chorale programs, and
woice instructor and the rapport between her and the
i-member chorale s cvisiot In ooch arrangravcat
The group ended their vocal offerings for the evening
with & rousing rendition of Michadl Engelbardt’s “And
Suddenly,” causing the congregation to break out in ap-

plause
ngels, Sophia Abstangelo, 18, ks to Lilsh Wilfong, 17, right, " ’ Saint Mary's b - in Ralei " At this paint in the cvening chapel attendees filed
year. ighting O the Grave ki festivities out 1o gather in front of the main building on cam.

pus, Smedes Hall. Sunday evening brought rain for the
Lightieg O the Grove so the luminaries that are noe-
mall the

under the eaves of Smedes. The precipitation did not
dampen the spirits of those who were present, and the
event moved forward.

The Granddaughters Club is the oldest club on cam-
pus and they are the organizers of the Lighting O the
Grove and bave been since its inception in 1951, In their

K s
, we sponsor the baminar-
Jex, which represent all Saint Mary's alumnae and spe-
cial members of our school community who have died
in the past year,” said senbor and Granddaughters club
member Katie Rascoe. “Since our club i for desoen-
dants of Saint Mary's alumnae, the Juminaries mean
 lot because they represent the begacy of our family
‘members who have conse before us.”

“This event is & way for students, abiosnae, fami-
lies, and the Raleigh community to come together on
ane special ight to celebrate the spirit of Christmas,”
said Rascoe. “For the boarding students who are not at
home in the weeks before Christmas, coming togeth-
er like this in fellowship makes it feel like family and
hore away from hoase.”

Despite the rain, attendees beft in high spirits fecling
the peace an carth and good willto all the chorale sang.
about. If you are in the Raleigh area during the holiday
season, make your way by 900 Hillsborough Street —
the lit Christmas tree and the new addition of the ocbs
of white lights perched in the old cak trees bring the
magic of the season to life.

“This event is a way for students, alumnae, families and the Raleigh community
to come together on one special night to celebrate the spirit of Christmas.”

Katie Rascoe, Class of 2018, Granddaughters chub member from Edenton

Semiors Jane Ives, 18, right, and Ella Bristol, 15, left, wait at the fi 1 d Carols servie Saint Mary's Chapel.




