
Brown, Thomas Colbert and Said Sewell.
The State Journal filed an open records request for the 

names of applicants and application materials for the fi-
nalists. The request was denied Friday in a letter from the        
university’s general counsel, Gordon Rowe.
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6 wrestlers to head to 
state competition 

(Sports, B1)

BrYan places third at 
regional meet 

(Sports, B1)

By Rosalind Essig
rosalind.essig@state-journal.com

After a turbulent few weeks searching 
for a new home, the Capital Expo Festi-
val Board voted Thursday to cancel the 
2017 event.

Board President Stan Salchi said 

there was a lot of discussion, but the 
board ultimately decided to postpone 
the event and bring it back in 2018.

“The plan for right now… is to post-
pone for this year and just start plan-
ning and reorganizing,” he said.

The city had granted the board ap-

proval to use parts of Wilkinson Boule-
vard and Broadway Street for the event, 
which has been going on annually in 
early June for more than 40 years. This 
year would have been the event’s 44th 
birthday.

Photo by Rosalind Essig/rosalind.essig@state-journal.com

Kentucky State University interim President 
Aaron Thompson looks on Thursday while the 
Board of Regents discuss its vote on a slate of 

three candidates, one of whom will hold his 
role on a permanent basis.

KentucKY state universitY 

By Rosalind Essig
rosalind.essig@state-journal.com

Concerns have been raised in the Kentucky State University 
community about the three finalists for the school’s presiden-
cy and the fact that interim President Aaron Thompson was 
not among them. 

Thompson confirmed Friday that he had applied for the 
permanent position.

The Kentucky State University Board of Regents voted 
Thursday to approve a slate of three finalists: Christopher 

By Brad Bowman
@bradleybowman

Franklin Circuit Judge Phillip 
Shepherd ordered a Frankfort man to 
stay off Ewing Street in south Frank-
fort as part of a five-year sentence for 
trafficking heroin. 

On May 9, a confidential informant 
recorded video of a $100 heroin buy 
from 30-year-old Michael Snavely at 
his Ewing Street residence. Frank-
lin County sheriff’s deputies staked 
out Snavely’s residence a month lat-
er to serve him with a warrant. Au-
thorities observed Snavely and an-
other man leaving the residence in a 
truck, and while he was followed by 
officers, Snavely threw a pill bottle 
into the backyard of a Conway Street 
residence. The pill bottle contained 
half a gram of heroin, 1 gram of crys-
tal methamphetamine and a small     

See KSU, A8 See COURT, A3

See EXPO, A5

I believe the board made a statement they were 

wanting to go in a little bit different direction.”

— Kentucky State University  
interim President Aaron Thompson“

By Alfred Miller
alfred.miller@state-journal.com

How does a government keep money 
from flowing out of its economy? 

That’s an important question not on-
ly at the federal level, but also at the state 
and local levels.

Here in Frankfort, Layne Wilkerson, 

chair of the recently formed Franklin 
County Community Fund, says he and 
some other residents have an answer. 
He imagines a community where people 
donate 5 percent of their estate to fund 
development projects in their home-
town.

The net worth of Franklin County 
residents is $3.69 billion, according to a 

2010 study by the Kentucky Philanthro-
py Initiative. Over time, however, much 
of that wealth travels elsewhere. 

“The kids move to Charlotte or Phoe-
nix or New York, and the parents will 
move to Florida or wherever the grand-
kids are,” said Wilkerson, a financial ad-
visor. “When they leave, the money is 
gone.” 

In Wilkerson’s admittedly “idealistic” 
world, if each resident instead donated 
5 percent of their estate to the Franklin 
County Community Fund, he estimates 
the fund would reach $100 million by 
2030. By investing that money wisely 
and drawing on just 4 percent to 6 per-
cent of it each year to offer grants, the 

See GRANT, A5
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The letter said the university never maintained the 
records. Preliminary, personal information and pri-
vate correspondence exemptions to Kentucky’s open-
records law were also cited as reasons in support of 
withholding the documents.

“All of the documents described in your request 
were submitted to Academic Search, Inc. only and 
maintained by that organization in its files. None of 
the application materials you have requested were ev-
er owned or maintained by KSU, so they are not public 
records pursuant to KRS 61.870(2).”

Thompson, who has garnered community support 
and encouraged community involvement with the 
university since his appointment as interim president 
last summer, said he applied for the position and was 
disappointed not to be one of the finalists.

“I believe the board made a statement they were 
wanting to go in a little bit different direction,” he said 
Friday. “That’s their prerogative to do that. That’s why 
they’re appointed and elected to those positions.”

Thompson said he decided to apply to be the Ken-
tucky State’s permanent president because he had be-
come emotionally invested in the university. Though 
disappointed, he said he harbors no hard feelings.

“My reaction is that I love KSU and for the next ma-
ny months I’m here, I’m going to still love it,” he said. 
“I hope that some of the innovative things we’ve start-
ed that whoever the next president is, they’re going to 
continue it. And I’ve got full faith in the faculty and 
staff, and the students, and the constituency of KSU to 
live out the great promise that it is.”

Regent Ekumene Lysonge confirmed that the board 
of regents had received a petition from some faculty 
members in support of Thompson.

The Faculty Senate has not had an opportunity to 
formally discuss the outcome of Thursday’s meet-
ing, but President Kimberly Sipes said in an email that 
she has been hearing concerns from faculty and oth-
ers. Sipes said she has “received several emails, phone 
calls and messages from faculty members as well as 
staff and students, expressing their disappointment 
and disbelief with the news that President Thompson 
was not selected as a finalist, but more than that, their 
concern about the selection process and the exclusion 
of stakeholders in the process.”

Faculty Senate representatives met with the search 
firm and a survey was sent out to gather information 
from stakeholders early in the process, Sipes said. 
However, once the search was underway, there were 
no more opportunities to give their input. She also re-
ferred to an American Association of University Pro-
fessors recommendation that faculty select multiple 
representatives on a search committee.

“All members of the search committee were ap-
pointed by the board and announced. Faculty had no 
input into the process of selecting their representative. 
The Faculty Senate actually asked for additional fac-
ulty representatives on the search committee, but that 
request was denied,” she said.

Sipes said the senate is expected to take up the is-
sue of the presidential search at its meeting Monday 
afternoon.

“Please understand that we were only notified 
about the finalists last evening, so everyone has 
not had time to read or research the backgrounds of 
these candidates,” she said in an email Friday. “At first 
glance, information about some of the candidates is 
troubling. We hope to get more information from the 
search committee this next week.”

Faculty Regent Elgie McFayden declined to com-
ment outside of the report he will give to the Faculty 
Senate Monday. He said faculty would convey their 
opinions to him then.

Ron Moore, Frankfort Chapter president of the Ken-
tucky State University Alumni Association, said he was 
“very disappointed” that Thompson was not a finalist 
in the search.

“In my opinion, he deserves an opportunity to con-
tinue the work that he started here,” Moore said, citing 

went through. It was highly democratic. The candi-
dates that came out of that process were a fine slate 
of candidates that were all highly qualified,” Lysonge 
said.

Regent Elaine Farris was one of two regents to vote 
against the slate of candidates Thursday. She said the 
board members were not provided with application 
materials for the candidates before the vote.

“I voted ‘no’ on the slate of three names that was 
read to us, because I personally didn’t feel that I had 
enough information or time to make an informed de-
cision on the names that were read to me. We didn’t 
get any vitaes, applications or letters of interest before 
we were asked to take a vote. We didn’t see any of that,” 
she said Friday. “I want to make it perfectly clear that I 
don’t have comments about any other part of the pro-
cess because I was not a part of it, but what I will say is I 
was not pleased with this part of the process.”

Farris has participated as a board member in a 
higher education search before and was unhappy with 
how the vote was handled. She said she prayed and 
“thought long and hard” about speaking out.

Lysonge said his own experience conducting a pres-
idential search at Fisk University in Tennessee was 
similar to his experience in this search.

One of the candidates, Brown, has worked in teach-
ing and executive roles at Fisk University.

Regent Paul Harnice also voted against approv-
ing the slate of finalists Thursday. He said he was not 
going to vote on something he didn’t know anything 
about — and would be held accountable for. The solu-
tion would have been for the full board to have a part 
in selecting the semifinalists and finalists, a concern 
he said he brought up because he had not been on the 
board when the search process was set.

Lysonge said the search committee was charged 
by the board to do the work going through the appli-
cations and narrowing the pool on behalf of the full 
board. The search committee included a few regents, 
in addition to other community leaders and university 
stakeholders.

“That process is used by every institution in the 
commonwealth. It’s a tried and true process, and I 
think it has been deemed to be the best process for 
an institution to determine, in a very democratic way, 
who the next president or the leader of that institution 
will be,” he said.

Harnice said Friday he was interested in delving 
thoroughly into the candidates’ backgrounds as a 
board member going forward.

“I tend to believe that this (new) president will be 
one of the most important presidents and decisions 
ever made, just because of the current status of the 
university,” he said. “I mean, we can’t afford to get this 
wrong.”

Kentucky State has struggled in recent years with 
declining enrollment numbers and low graduation 
rates.

The search committee was not able to release the 
finalists’ materials and names, including to the re-
gents, prior to the vote because “by agreement” their 
names and materials remained confidential until the 
vote, Lysonge said. He said there were confidentiality 
terms to protect the personal information of all of the 
applicants.

According to the university’s response denying The 
State Journal’s open records request after the vote, the 
application materials of the finalists are not records 
maintained by the university and are not subject to 
public inspection.

KSU
Continued from page a1

improved enrollment numbers and student environ-
ment, among other changes. “He, with his staff, they 
have done an excellent job with the leadership that 
he’s given at Kentucky State University. And for him 
not to be in the top three was one of the most asinine 
things I’ve ever seen go on in my life.”

Moore said, though he represents the alumni chap-
ter, he was speaking for himself and wants the mem-
bers of his chapter to make sure they speak out about 
their concerns. He did say that there were a number of 
alumni in favor of keeping Thompson on as president 
and that some alumni were on the fence. His chapter 
has a meeting Wednesday.

Moore is concerned that the process was influenced 
by board of regents Chair Karen Bearden. He is calling 
for her removal from the board and for the governor 
to step in. He said Saturday that he has contacted the 
governor’s office about the search.

Through Rowe, who also serves as the board’s sec-
retary, Bearden said she was unavailable to comment.

Moore also said he has concerns about two of the 
three finalists, making him think the search firm was 
a “wasted expense.”

“There’s only one clear person that was in the top 
three. The other two — I cannot believe a search firm 
that is hired by Kentucky State University would rec-
ommend two of those three gentlemen for Kentucky 
State University,” he said.

Sewell, who is currently one of five defendants in 
a federal whistleblower lawsuit, went on an extended 
leave of absence from his position as provost and vice 
president of academic affairs at Lincoln University in 
Jefferson City, Missouri, in October — a month after 
receiving a vote of no confidence from the faculty sen-
ate there, according to Jefferson City’s News Tribune 
newspaper. Brown resigned as president at Alcorn 
State University in Lorman, Mississippi, in 2013 as the 
Mississippi College Board was moving to suspend him 
for bid-law violations, according to The Associated 
Press.

Lysonge, who chaired the search committee, said 
the process that brought the search from 68 appli-
cants to nine semifinalists to three finalists resulted 
in a strong final pool of candidates.

“Personally, I feel great about the process that we 

KSU Presidential  
Search Committee members

• Ekumene Lysonge, chairman; Kentucky State Univer-
sity Board of Regents vice chairman; vice president and 
general counsel at CafePress, Inc.
• Houston Barber; superintendent, Frankfort Indepen-
dent Schools; Frankfort native; former principal, Jefferson 
County Public Schools.
• Mindy Barfield; Kentucky State University Board 
of Regents; partner in the Litigation Department at 
Dinsmore in Lexington; Transylvania University Board of 
Trustees; Kentucky Bar Association Board of Governors.
• Derrick Gilmore; director of Office of Research, 
Grants, and Sponsored Programs.
• Hubert Grimes; retired circuit court judge; Kentucky 
State University graduate; director of the Center for Law 
and Social Justice at Bethune Cookman University.
• Venita Hawkins; president of the Kentucky State 
University National Alumni Association; fiscal review 
specialist for Fairfax County, Virginia.
• William “Bill” May; Mayor of Frankfort; graduate of 
Frankfort High School and Kentucky State University.
• Elgie McFayden; associate professor in the College of 
Professional Studies, School of Public Administration, So-
cial Work and Criminal Justice; Kentucky State University 
graduate.
• Ralph Williams; Student Government Association 
president; senior business administration major; served 
in 2015 on the White House Initiative on HBCUs as KSU’s 
student ambassador.
• Karen Bearden; ex-officio member; Kentucky State 
University Board of Regents chairwoman.

Three linked to surge of heroin overdoses in Nicholasville
LEXINGTON (AP) — Three men have been indicted 

following a surge of heroin overdoses that occurred in 
the Nicholasville area last month.

The Lexington Herald-Leader reports that a feder-
al grand jury in Lexington indicted 27-year-old Jeffrey 
Ruggiero, 34-year-old Jerrod Doolin and 24-year-old 

Lamar “Juice” Thornton on drug conspiracy charges 
Thursday.

The indictment says the three conspired to distrib-
ute a mixture containing detectable amounts of hero-
in and the elephant tranquilizer carfentanyl between 
July and January.


