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WHHS Claims Victory in
gary moore classic
(Sports, B1)

KSU partners with
Lyric Theatre
(Spectrum, C1)

New Ky.
Project
launched
By Brad Bowman
@bradleybowman

LEXINGTON — When both political parties do nothing but talk bad
about each other and give people no
reason to engage or turn out for elections, there’s a need for an issue-driven entity like the New Kentucky Project, according to former state Auditor
Adam Edelen.
Edelen and Kentucky Sports Radio host Matt Jones addressed a room
of 600-plus Saturday in Lexington,
launching their brainchild nonprofit
New Kentucky Project’s (NPK) Ideas
See PROJECT, A3

Brad Bowman/brad.bowman@state-journal.com

Former state Auditor Adam Edelen
speaks to the 600-strong crowd at the
New Kentucky Project (NKP) Ideas Conference in Lexington Saturday.

State Journal file photos

TOP: Karen May plays tennis at the Frankfort Country Club in 2013. ABOVE LEFT: Kentucky State University student
Ronnie Crenshaw, of Cleveland Heights, Ohio, filled out a country club membership application on the back of fellow
student Victoria Howard, of Cincinnati, in February 1988. The two were participating in a demonstration at the country club gate. ABOVE RIGHT: KSU interim President Aaron Thompson recently became the first KSU president to be a
member of the country club.

Turning A
the page
Aaron Thompson, first
KSU president to join
Frankfort Country Club

By Rosalind Essig
rosalind.essig@state-journal.com

deep wound in the relationship between
Kentucky State University and the Frankfort Country Club has begun to heal with
time, communication and a mutual interest in moving forward.
In September, Kentucky State interim President Aaron Thompson was presented with an application for
membership in the Frankfort Country Club, a place
where prominent people gather to dine, golf, swim or
socialize and where even some business deals are made.
The club, located on Frankfort’s east side, has historically given an honorary membership to the governor of Kentucky and more recently offered an honorary
membership to the president of the historically black
See CLUB, A4

Man pleads guilty Mother sentenced
in April wreck
in child abuse case
By Brad Bowman

By Brad Bowman

@bradleybowman

@bradleybowman

A man who claimed to be the devil and
hit a family with his truck while under the
influence of alcohol and drugs last year
pleaded guilty to numerous charges FriArnulfo Vargas
day in Franklin Circuit Court.
In April, 24-year-old Arnulfo Vargas of
Paris ran through a red light and hit a vehicle containing
four children, all under the age of 6, at U.S. 127 and Kings
Daughters Drive. One of the four children, a 5-year-old girl,

Given her low IQ, a woman who pleaded guilty to severe
child abuse perhaps should “never have had children in the
first place,” Franklin Circuit Court Judge Thomas Wingate
said during her sentencing Friday.
Until the matter is sorted out in family court, Wingate told
Kimberly Powell, 26, of Frankfort, that she will not have contact with her three children, who endured the worst living
conditions that social workers and Franklin County sheriff’s
deputies said they have witnessed during their careers.

See WRECK, A5
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TODAY’S WEATHER • Partly sunny, high 50

WEATHER, A8
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CLUB
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university. There had been no connection between the two institutions since
the late 1980s, when the president at the
time — Raymond Burse — was not allowed to become a member and when
the club had no African-American
members.
The exclusion of women and minority groups was common in private clubs.
It rose to the level of a national topic in
1990 when the Professional Golfers’
Association was supposed to have its
championship at Shoal Creek Golf Club
in Alabama, according to a 1993 New
York Times story. The club did not allow
African-American members and there
were protests as a result.
Thompson, however, accepted the
application, submitted it and is now a
member of the country club — a symbolic turn of events that came from a
willingness on both sides to bridge the
gap from the top down.

A wall went up

In the mid- to late 1980s, the Frankfort Country Club rejected applications
from Burse and a Japanese executive for
the manufacturer Topy, Yutaka “Rick”
Ono, The State Journal reported in 1988.
At the time of those rejections, it only
took five of the club’s approximately 400
members to “blackball” an applicant
— a procedure that was subsequently
changed. A country club member told
The State Journal at the time that a small
number of individuals did not represent
the majority of club members, who did
not support discrimination.
Kentucky State students and others
protested outside of the club in February 1988. A page in the university’s 1988
Thorobred yearbook was dedicated to
the protests and photos of students who
participated.
“Protesters — most of them Kentucky
State University students — prayed,
chanted, carried picket signs and distributed leaflets in a series of demonstrations against what they considered the racist admission policies of the
Frankfort Country Club,” the yearbook
reads.
The protesters were not only students, though. A Jewish attorney from
Louisville, Paul Soreff was an applicant
for membership to the club who participated in the protests.
“We may not be able to enjoy the
comfort of the country club today, but
we will be comfortable in the streets until we can get inside tomorrow,” Soreff
told The State Journal in 1988.
Now-retired businessman Ed Powe
said he was approached about joining
the club after the rejections of Burse
and Ono, and the negative reaction that
followed. While the invitation was extended, Powe didn’t necessarily feel welcome and didn’t wish to join just to be
the first black member.
“I saw this as a strategic move on
the part of the country club to alleviate
some of the bad press they were having,”
he said.
Powe would later help broker the relationship the university and the club now
have with Thompson’s membership.
Thompson said — in an interview
days after submitting his application —
the two institutions coming together is
“a significant statement on everybody’s
part.” It’s a statement, he said, about
breaking down barriers, perceived or
real, between members of a community.
“Frankfort Country Club lived in
a time that they existed in, an environment that felt that it was still OK to
have that level of segregation to exist,”

File photo

A group of protesters gathers outside of the Frankfort Country Club gate in February 1988.

“

... for me to see that that door isn’t closed, not only is it a
motivation but it’s a starting point to know that no matter
who I am or what I do that I’ll have the opportunity — just
as everyone else — to be a vital member and provide that
to my community.”
— Ralph Williams, KSU Student Government Association president

Thompson said. “... However, this is a
new day and time. Frankfort Country
Club is different than it was then. The
people that are within those walls also
see themselves as being part of the wider community — as we (KSU) see ourselves.”

Evolution

Powe said he felt he had “accomplished as much as I could at the time,”
when he decided not to join the club in
the ‘80s. He later did become a member
and said that in recent years the country
club has been offering an “olive branch”
to the university.
“I have to give the country club credit
because they’ve really made the effort
and KSU has been the one dragging its
heels,” Powe said.
Frankfort Country Club General
Manager Stacey Shelton started at the
club in 1996 and worked as a golf professional. He does not think the club made
enough of an effort in the past to reach
out to new university presidents when
they came to Frankfort.
When he became general manager in
2011, Shelton said, his priority was community outreach. He found people either didn’t know about the country club
or they had the wrong impression of it.
Changing perception of the club is an
issue Shelton has worked to overcome,
not only with KSU but other groups in
the community. The club’s doors are
now more open than ever to hosting
events and meetings.

“There was not a sense of welcome
coming from our club. ... There’s been a
shift in the culture of the club, where it’s
more embracing, it’s friendlier, it’s community-minded,” he said.
It was through those efforts that he
met Powe. When Thompson stepped into his interim role, the three met and the
meeting led to Thompson’s application
— and now membership.
Today, Shelton said the country club
has many members who are Kentucky
State alumni.
According to Shelton, diversity of
the club in general has become greater,
with African-Americans, Indian-Americans and Filipino-Americans among the
groups represented in their membership. Shelton added that women have
brought diversity to an organization
that traditionally only allowed men to
hold memberships.
“It wasn’t too long after I started in
1996 that women … weren’t allowed to
be a member. The man had to be a member,” he said.
That and other policies, which were
exclusionary and common in country
clubs in the 1970s and ‘80s, changed (before) Shelton became general manager.
He said the culture at the club has been
“evolving.”
“Certainly the demographics have
changed so much,” he said. “... People
think it’s some stuffy club where guys
smoke cigars and play cards. And it’s just
not the case.”

Today and tomorrow

Thompson is cognizant of the historical significance of his membership and
of the university’s mission “to help, to
educate, to do our part to enhance the
role that people of color played in this
country.”
Though his position is technically
temporary, Thompson doesn’t see that
as affecting what he needed to do as a
leader in the situation.
“It’s really not about me. I wish I could
make it about me,” he said with a laugh.
“It is about our place in this community and our place in Kentucky. It is about
me, as a current interim president, to
make a statement about — whether I’m
here for six months or the next six years
or 60 years — that my job is to place us in
a role that we can thrive.”
Admiring the longevity of both the
country club and the university, current
Student Government Association President Ralph Williams sees it as important
that they move forward together — despite the past.
“It makes me excited to know that
there are opportunities like that that are
open for people such as myself — as I am
of color — because I know that there’s
just so many different opportunities out
here for us,” he said. “... So, for me to see
that that door isn’t closed, not only is it
a motivation but it’s a starting point to
know that no matter who I am or what I
do that I’ll have the opportunity — just
as everyone else — to be a vital member
and provide that to my community.”

