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City break insiders:

26

/

W I Z Z M AG A Z I N E

Ever gone on holiday
and wished you could
stay longer? Meet three
people who loved their
Spanish city breaks so
much that they decided
to stay, and read their
tips on how to spend a
perfect weekend in their
adopted hometowns
Words: Nione Meakin

ALONDRA BENTLEY
JOB: MUSICIAN
CITY: MADRID

“I

moved to Madrid from Murcia in south-east
Spain seven years ago. I’d been visiting the
city for years beforehand, playing concerts
and promoting my music, so it wasn’t a hard
decision. Madrid is a very welcoming city
that attracts people from all over the world
and I immediately felt at home.
It’s a great place to be a musician. There are lots of
gigs every night – so many that it can be quite hard
to choose what to see. When I’m feeling indecisive, I
usually go to the Sala El Sol (salaelsol.com/en) because
there’s always something interesting going on. You can
go without even knowing what’s on and you’ll have a
good night. I also love Teatro Lara (teatrolara.com),
which is the oldest theatre in the city and has a
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The Teatro Lara (right),
Museo Sorolla (below)
and Buen Retiro (far
right) are just a few of
Alondra’s top tips

beautiful, historic interior. They have a great
programme of artists. The Lara is located in one of my
favourite barrios, the Malasaña. I remember going to
the Malasaña when I first visited the city 18 years ago,
when the old neighbourhood was just beginning to
change. Now it’s been completely gentrified and is home
to some lovely tapas bars and independent boutiques.
As well as music, Madrid is an amazing city for
museums. It’s easy to take them for granted when
they’re on your doorstep, but I try to make time to
go when I can. The Prado (museodelprado.es/en) is a
must-visit for me – I’m wowed every time by the works
of Velázquez, the 16th-century Spanish painter. I also
love Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza (museothyssen.org/
en) and the Reina Sofia (museoreinasofia.es/en). But my
absolute favourite is one of the smaller museums. Museo
Sorolla (museosorolla.mcu.es) is where the painter
Sorolla used to live, and you can walk around and look at
a recreation of his studio and see many of his paintings.
It also has a wonderful garden surrounding it. Check
the individual museum websites for info on free-entry –
Museo Sorolla is free on Sundays, Thyssen on Mondays,
and the others have free-entry hours on certain days.
One of the things I love most about Madrid is its
parks. It’s a busy, lively place but you can step into the
beautiful Buen Retiro and suddenly you don’t feel you’re
in the centre of a city at all. There’s another park called
the Capricho that’s hugely underrated, mainly because
it’s a little out of the way and you have to take a Metro
or bus to get to it. It used to belong to a duchess and is
an elegant, tranquil place that’s very well looked after.
It’s perfect to wander and relax if you want to get away
from the crowds.
If friends are visiting I’ll often take them to the Retiro
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“The Prado is a must-visit for
me – I’m wowed every time
by the works of Velázquez.
There are free-entry hours
every day of the week”
and then the Prado. Later we might go out for drinks
in Chueca, which is home to lots of great bars and
clubs. One of my favourite places to drink is Bar
Cock (barcock.com), a former brothel turned cocktail
bar. If it’s a special occasion we might go over to La
Latina to a champagne bar called Maria Pandora
(mariapandora.com). It’s a very cosy place, filled with
books and candles and not far from the Royal Palace
and the Opera House.
I also like to take people to a plaza called Olavides
because it has a great atmosphere. You’ll usually find
bands playing and people tap dancing in the square.
The restaurants there do some of the cheapest – and
best – tortilla (Spanish omelette) in the city so you
can enjoy the street life while eating delicious food.
On that note, you can’t leave Madrid without trying
the local speciality, bocadillo de calamares (fried
squid sandwich). The best ones come from El Brillante
(barelbrillante.es), near Atocha Station. They’re
delicious and completely addictive!”
Alondra plays Ballantine’s True Music Festival in
Madrid’s Bar Intruso on 10 June. alondrabentley.com

Maria Pandora (above)
is a champagne bar in
La Latina, while Reina
Sofia (left) is one of the
city’s best museums
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“M

alaga is becoming one of Spain’s
most exciting cities in terms
of its gastronomy. We have
many fantastic restaurants here
and an annual food festival
(malagagastronomyfestival.com)
where you can try some of the
city’s best cooking. People used to come for the beaches
but now they are starting to visit for the food, too. It’s a
good time to be a chef.
I first visited the city as a little boy. I grew up in
Brazil, but my grandfather lived here and my family
would spend our summer holidays here. Later, when
I decided to give up my law degree to become a chef, I
came to train in the kitchens of Malaga. I opened my
first restaurant in Benalmadena, on the edge of the

DIEGO GALLEGOS
JOB: CHEF
CITY: MALAGA

city, in 2013. Now I have two restaurants. I produce all
the food I use at my restaurant Sollo (sollo.es) on site.
I have a greenhouse beside the restaurant and I farm
my own fish. If you come to Sollo, I recommend you try
the Morsollo – a black pudding that’s made from the
blood of sturgeon. It’s the most important course.
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The Pompidou (right)
and the village of Mijas
Pueblo are some of
Diego’s favourite spots
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The views of Malaga from
Gibralfaro Castle (left)
are spectacular, while the
food at Sollo (below) is
award-winning

“If someone is visiting for the
first time, I recommend they visit
Gibralfaro Castle, where they’ll
find the best views over the city”
I always try to buy locally for my bistro, Arara.
There are many good producers in Malaga and it’s
important to support them. You can get a good range
of things at city markets like the Mercado Merced and
the Atarazanas. Boquerones, which are anchovies,
are a Malagan speciality. Nearly all the restaurants
serve them, but the best place to eat them is on the
beach where vendors will grill them over open fires.
A particularly good place to try seafood is La Cala
(facebook.com/restaurante.lacala) on Playa Torrevigia
– their menu is very good. If I’m not working in my own
restaurants, I like to eat at La Cosmopolita (facebook.

com/restaurantelacosmopolita), where a very good chef
called Daniel Carnero makes traditional Andalusian
food – but with a twist. I always like to see what he will
think of. He knows a lot and has a very special touch in
the way he cooks.
There are now many museums in Malaga, including
the first branch of the Pompidou Centre outside Paris.
But if I have time, my favourite one to visit is the Carmen
Thyssen (carmenthyssenmalaga.org) in the city centre.
Apart from its permanent exhibition, there are four
temporary exhibitions a year, so even if you’ve been
many times there’s always something new to see. I also
like the CAC (Centre for Contemporary Art, cacmalaga.eu)
in midtown, which is good for discovering new artists.
If someone is visiting Malaga for the first time, I
would definitely recommend they visit the hilltop
ramparts of Gibralfaro Castle, where they will find the
best views over the city. It’s a historic place. I always
take friends there when they visit and it has never failed
to impress. Another good thing you can do is to take a
walk along the port. You’ll be surrounded by sea and
sky – it’s very relaxing. If you have time you could also
visit Mijas Pueblo, a village about 50 minutes drive from
Malaga. It’s a typical Andalusian town with cobbled
streets and old buildings – very beautiful. But, really –
why would you want to leave Malaga?” sollo.es
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“I

first visited Barcelona for a friend’s birthday.
We came to go to the clubs and hang out on
the beach, but I immediately fell in love with
the place and decided I’d move here and
spend six months learning the language.
That was 13 years ago, and I’m still not great
at Spanish.
Although I first saw Barcelona as mostly a party town,
there’s so much more to it than that. As a designer, it’s
an inspirational, exciting city, and a big part of that is
down to Gaudí. Even after more than a decade in the
city, I still love to visit his Casa Batlló (casabatllo.es/en),
known locally as ‘the house of bones’. It’s a fabulous
fairy-tale-style building topped with a scaly roof that
looks like a dragon’s back. I love it not because it’s
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GRAHAM COLLINS
JOB: INTERIOR
DESIGNER
CITY: BARCELONA

extreme, but because back in the early 1900s Gaudí
did something so avant-garde and so different to what
anyone else was doing at the time. La Sagrada Família,
which he designed too, is amazing, but Casa Batlló
(pictured) tops it for me. If you can, it’s worth visiting
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“Born is home
to the Mercat
del Born, a
19th century
market that’s
recently been
transformed into
a cultural centre”

The Mercat del Born
(above and below left)
tells Barcelona’s history,
as does the Parque del
Laberinto de Horta (below)

on the evenings when they hold little jazz concerts on
the terrace – it’s quite an experience.
I used to live in the Barri Gòtic but now I live in
Born – one of my favourite neighbourhoods. It has
lots of independent shops and boutiques, where you
can find everything from a dress made from zips to a
pair of traditional handmade shoes. It’s also home to
the Mercat del Born (mercatdelborn.org), a disused
19th-century covered market that’s recently been
transformed into a cultural centre. A few years ago
some excavation work was carried out on the site
and they found the remains of the old mediaeval city
underneath. It’s absolutely fascinating, yet often seems
to be overlooked by visitors. Another place that people
sometimes miss is the wonderful Parque del Laberinto

de Horta, a fabulous 18th-century maze garden that was
used as a location in the 2006 film Perfume: The Story
of a Murderer. Largely concealed behind concrete walls,
it can be found up in the suburb of Horta-Guinardó near
the University of Barcelona’s Mundet Campus.
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You go past the Velodrome and then suddenly you’re in
these amazing gardens. It’s a great place to get out of the
city. If you can, take a picnic to eat outside the walls of
the garden.
Every other week marks the start of a different
festival in Barcelona and the best, in my eyes, is
September’s La Mercè. It’s a huge annual event, with live
music and parades, and everyone gets involved. Aside
from the famous gegants – giant papier-mâché figures
– the fireworks are the best I’ve ever come across. The
correfocs, or fire runners, are one of the most insane
sights you can imagine. It’s all very primeval.
I still love to go to the beach. It’s a huge thing in
Barcelona. I work hard during the week but on a
Sunday my partner and I love to walk down to Gallito
(encompaniadelobos.com/en/gallito), a restaurant on the
beachfront, for a late lunch. The views are amazing – the
coastline in one direction, the mountains in the other.
There’s usually a DJ from around 5pm and when you sit
there with a post-lunch cocktail, it feels like a holiday
in your hometown. We also like a place called Cecconi’s
(cecconisbarcelona.com) in the Soho House that’s
recently opened in Barcelona. It’s Italian, like many of
my favourite places; hard to believe, but you can get tired
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Gallito (above) is one
of Graham’s favourite
restaurants. He also
finds inspiration at the
Museu del Disseny (left)

of eating tapas all the time here! Brunch is a fairly new
concept in Spain, but the one at Cecconi’s is fantastic, a
buffet of everything from oysters to tortilla to lasagne.
If I’m after new ideas I visit the Museu del Disseny
(ajuntament.barcelona.cat/museudeldisseny/en), five
floors of design covering decorative arts, architecture
and textiles from throughout the centuries. It’s a small
place but there’s just so much crammed in there. It’s a
great illustration of Spain’s incredible creative output.
grahamcollinsinteriordesign.com
Fly to Madrid, Malaga and Barcelona
with Wizz Air. Book at wizzair.com or
via the Wizz Air app

