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When things get “ruff)’ local police officers and
their K-9s work to keep people safe.

t an't the handguns, Taser guns or other weapons wsed by police that ase mose effec
tive in taking down a criminal or suspect. Its a jer-black, wet nose
Doa’t be fooled by i cuteness that animal is here 10 work. Since the Athens
Police Department’s K-9 unit became defunce in Auguse 2014, Adhens County has
integrated canines into two local police units w create the sfest community possible
A doghs powerful sense of smell is what makes it the beead and buster of law en
forcement, especially when it comes o nascotics and bomb detection.

Whiter Peter Tyson with NOVA scienceNOW, a division of pbs.ocg, says that dogs have
about 300 million olfactory receptoes in their noses, and humans only have about 6 million
Furthermoce, the portion of the canine baain that’s dedicated 1 camining sents is 40 times
larger than thas ot 2 human.

“We just smell the overall smell of what we've known as pizza growing up.” Athens Coun-
ty Sheriff Deputy John Kulchar explains. “A dog smells dough, it smells pepper, it smells
oregano, it smells the sauce, the cheese [and) the pepperoni. It smells every individual thing.”

MEET DEPUTY KULCHAR _

When Kulchar was actending the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy, he was provided
with some contacts for a chance w0 connect with the Athens Clty Police Department. One
night he tgged along with APD K-9 handler Kryshea Osborne and her K-9 Jersey

“1 don't know how she didn’t kick me out of her cas, because all | was doing was just ask-
ing questions,” Kulchar says. “Finally by the end of the nighe, she was like, ‘Do you want ©
come o training and see how it works?” And | was like, “Yeah!” "

Both Osborne and Jersey retired from the force in the summer of 2014, and Kulchar is
now the Athens County Sheriff's Office’s only K-9 handler. The stocky, yet muuscular officer
worked with his first K-9, 2 Belgian Malinois named Ryder, for almost two years. Tragically
he lost Ryder and a young puppy. Bane, in a fire that destroyed his home kst Apeil. Though
it was not an easy transition for Kulchar, he began 1o visic Scoem Diog Tactical, 2 K-9 wraining
center in Columbus a few times 2 week just w be around dogs. In July, Kulchar was assigned
his most recent K-9 partner, a Dutch Shepherd named ljo, after completing six weeks of
training with the dog,

On March 25, the Athens Messenger reported that ljo will no longer be allowed 0 work
in Athens County after he bit an inmate ar Southeastern Ohio Regional Jil during 2 drug
search. Acconding w Athens County Sheriff Rodney Smith, the bite was unprovoked and
Kulchar did not instruce ljo w bite the inmate. The incident was under investigacion at the
time this issue of Backdrp was published.

ljo was the only dual-purpose dog in Athens County, which means his main purpose was
narcotics deection, and his second purpose was in the realm of streer parrol. Kulchar and
fjo spens a lot of time ar home practicing narcotics, tracking and other drills using scent
detection boxes, buried substances and other items.

“The training company I'm with, we've rose to the point whese we're going 1 U.S. Army
bases and reaching them how to train their dogs.” he says. “If you want to get bemer and rise
above and stay on a cermain level, you have to wain on thar level™

THE BOMB SQUAD
-

About three years ago, the Ohio University Police Department discussed bringing
a K-9 explosion-detection program to campus as part of its overall effort to increase
campus safery. Thanks to a grant from Ohio Homeland Securiry, thar became a real-
ity. Officer Tim Woodyard, who has been with OUPD for 15 years, wanted o take
advantage of the opportunity that presented a different experience from his regular
office work. Once he was hired, he started training on Aug. 4, 2014, with his new

25



I'm like

a fat kid
with a
chocolate
cupcake
every day
| get to
come to
work."

JOKN KULCHAR
ATHENS COUNTY
SHERIFF DEPUTY

26 backdrop | Spring 2016

four-legged partner — a rescued Labrador retriever
mix named Alex.

“Ihere was a lot into it more than just dog han-
dling. You kind of want to know what people would
htlnoluna for when they're going to hide an explo-
sive," Woodyard says.

OUPD also beought in a second bomb detection K-9,
a Belgian Malinois named Brody, and his handler Officer
Adam Hoffman during late fall of 2014. Both dogs are
solely trained on odor detection to sniff our explosives,
which consist of substances such as CA, dynamite and
other powders; it is up to their handler to guide them and
make suse that they are covering every area w the extent
that they need o,

Despite the fact that they were assigned separate
dogs, Woodyard and Hoffman had 1o complete the
same 10-week training program. In their training, the
wo OUPD officers learned about dogs, explosives,
bombs and placements.

“A lot of departments only have one dog, There’s several
that have two, but the benefic in having two dogs is enor-
mous, because we get o train wgether like this every day,
where some departments only have one dog and have w
train by themselves,” Hoffman says.

Woodyard and Hoffman intentonally overlap their
shifts for two hours each day. Thar allows them o ke
twens hiding explosives and they offer each other insight
mw{'uuhcymd:);nwswdlmp.nnr?lniwhmhmcdxwumdy
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Theee-year-old Alex and 2-year-old Beody often team
up with other bomb-sniffing dogs from Athens and
Columbus for particularly large events, such as football
games a Peden Stadium o community functions such as
Red, Whise & BOOM! on the Fourth of July in Colum-
bus. One or two dogs wsually asen't enough w provide
adequate security, so the more wet noses, the better.

On a sunny afterncon at Bob Wien Stadium, Beody
pulls Hoffman into the men's bathroom. As the audible
sound of his heavy sniffing fills the air, Brody weaves in
and out of every single stall while Woodyard cbserves
from afac

“Usually what we do when we come Into a room is we
let the dog sniff whatever he wanes to sniff)” Hoffman
explains. He snaps his fingers, mpping each bathroom
sink and soap dispenser before Beody leaps 1o investigate.

“[The dog’s] not going to understand that this suitcase
neceds better checked than sty something you can see
into, ... It is a weam effory; if the dog was on his own, he
woddbt&xtwixhdzmmrulankmdmuhakil

thoroughly enough,” Woodyard adds.
FURRY FOREIGNERS _

V«h)dym!uy:dm-&:nh:km.:\hhlhcmly
rescue K-9 used in southeast Ohio by 2 police agency.

ljo, Ryder and Beody all came from overseas, the rea-
son being that their drive w work — even as a puppy —

comes straight from their nagive bloodline, because jusc
about every dog in theie family tree s bred 0 work.

Since ljo and Ryder were both bom in France, they
learned their basic commands in French. Its ultimasely
upmdxl’w:ﬂmwdﬁid:wiﬁhﬂmhnpmdmz
the language for specialized commands. [n a sruagion li
Kulchar's where he alrcady knew French commands from
working with Ryder, he chose to build upon the reperoire
that ljo had already learned.

Suicking 1o the doghs native kinguage has i advantages,
Muhcmwumhwmm
ing the foreign ds. The dog i
dler’s voice, mmhhhmmmddmmg\mlmu
her mother's or father's voice.

On the other hand, Beody comes from the Netherlands
and his commands are in German. Ohio Homeland Se-
curity has a contract with a private wrainer who aveled
w Holland. After screening a number of Belgian Mali-
nois dogs, he picked his wp five, brought them back w
the US., and tained them on the odoes and basic com-
mands. After five weeks of that, Hoffman and Beody
trained as handler and K-9 for another five weeks before
they officially starved with OUPD.

“We make it look casy, but we've been doing it for a
while,” Hoffman says as he smiles down ar Beody.

KNOW YOUR D0G

Although umnl.lh:hamﬂuand must
Mammmuhpjm:mmﬁdmh
are alike, dogs also have their fair share of differences thar
extend beyond beeed, size and color.

“[1F) Adam takes Alex, they're no longer a certified weam.
Ululul&mdywuenolocwawuﬁdm Wood-

yard explains. “Just because of the amount of dme you
spend with thas dog, the idea is you're gonna know when
he's sick, you're gonna know when he's to hot w keep go-
ing, (and] you're gonna know when his behavior changes.”

Kulchar noces that Ryder had a distinet alert response
when something or someone has been detected.

“Dogs can't talk, but they can ralk with their body lan-
guage. If | was doing like an asea search or building search
with Ryder, he had a livde quirk where ... he would ger
like two body shakes, and then he'd lock up, and then he'd
stare barking,” Kulchar says,

Unlike Ryder, Alex and Beody will sit and stare at an ex-
plosive when they desect it. Each dog also has his own per-
sonality. For example, Hoffman says that Alex gets a linde
nervous when the cannon s fired as the home football
games, while Beody doesnt mind it ac all. Alex is a lude
slower and gender than Beody, who wends w be quicker

and more aggresive in searching,
Of course, no successfial find without an immedi-
ae reward, Beody is a oy dog, and Alex s a food

reward dog, In the K-9 mind, the job is perceived w0 be
more of a game than work. Susprisingly, those toys aren't
what you would expect o see.

“Ith juse a PVC pipe wrapped in 2 water supply linc
they're just homemade. You can see how chewed up it is.
So he'll go theough one once every couple months, and Il
just make a new one.” Hoffman says.

Alexs praise comes in the form of 2 handfil of kibble.
Because the 95-pound kb can ger a tad dobbery, Wood-
yard points w the brown hand towel he keeps on his po-
lice belt and laughs.

RISKY WORK = REWARD

Aside from the group that the K-9 units do re-
gonally and locally, the handlers find a lot of their own
reward in the things they do with the community. Wood-
yard and Hoffman educate others on bomb detection
visits schools in the asea, such s the Aleander Township
district where he used 1o take Ryder.

Two days after the house fire killed the officer’s ca-
nine comrades, a litde boy pointed Kulchar out in the
Wal-Mart checkout line 1o his parents.

“Mind you, I've not shaved, | had no dothes other than
the ones | was wearing the day of the fice. And this kid
looks at me like, ‘1 know you! ... The kid's like, "He's got
Ryder! * Knk.h«rualhh-blrwmnhmm‘
the light from his compuser screen.

Kulchar explains thae it's those kinds of moments thar
inspire him the most, knowing his K-9 wam “had tha
impact on kids”

After waining 2t Peden for a while, Woodyard less go
of Alexs leash, but Alex doesnt stray from his side. The
handler slighdly crouches down and softly says, “Hey Alex,
you wanna show me where it 2"

Alex ukes off running theough the student section
tunnel, then sits and panes heavily in front of a rashcan,
where he has found 2 “hide.” With a grin on his face wider
than the whole foothall field, Woodyard praises Alex, who
is hyped up and jumping for joy.

The bond created berween handler and K-9 is immea-
surable and invaluable. It’s dear that the officers love what
they do. To them, their work doesa feel like work with 2
wagging tail by their side.

“I like when we go o these tainings, and | see him
becoming a mature dog,” Woodyard says. “You feel like,
“Wow, [ doa’t know when we tumed 2 comer, but we've
turned a comer.’ *

“Tll sy thar everybody loves the bomb dogs. Ie's cool
10 Interact with people and be friendly and let people sce
that police dogs and police officers can be friendly.” Hoff-
man adds.

After working with dogs since the age of 18, Kulchar
can't deny the canine connection he's experienced cither.

“T'm like 2 fac kid with a chocolate cupcake every day |
et o come to woek,” Kulchar says with 2 bugh. “Its an
absolute blase " B
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