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Educators team with
local elementary
school to boost
success

AT MORT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, not far
from the USF Tampa campus, student test
seores and distribntion of resources are not
the anly big concerns.

The school 15 also foeused on cmpowering
the surrounding community.

In August, Mort became a Community
Schowol, which allows it to provide resourees
for serviees such as housing and food to
students and their famalies. The USF College
of Education has become a partner in the
project.

The Commumity School Model uses what
has been learned through rescarch to provide
all of the serviees and oppertunitics to help
a child grow, savs Rebeees Burns, PhID, a
professor in the College of Education and
Muort’s professor-in-residence.

“As teachers, thevre working with the
children to try and raise reading scores — but
the children are coming to school hungry”
savs Burns, noting that 97 pereent of Mort’s
00 students qualify for free or reduced-priee
lunches, "Their parents are working two or
three jobs, and some of them are homeless,
It’s really hard to focus on reading when your
stomiach 1s growling all of the time”

The colleges partnership with the school
prodates the newest inttiative. In 2013
it created the Mort Teacher Leadership
Acudemy, allowing Mort teachers to work
toward a Teacher Leader Gradoate Certificate
pn-site. Sinee the academy’s creation, Mort
has moved up from a state-graded F school in
2014 tonearly a C in 2015,
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The mpovative practices in the program
have resulted ina collaborative research
group comprised of Borns; Franeesca
Perrone, 10 and MA 12; Mort prineipal
William Woodland Johnson IT1, °91; and
Mort exlucators Amanda Bellas and Knsten
Hinlges, The group has been recognized
with the Clandia A. Balach Tescher Research
Award, which will be presented in April.

The academy program aims to cultivate
leaders within the school, says Perrone, a
participant who is pursuing an ecducational
specialist degree at USE It's exactly what she
needed, she says, because it focuses on what
teachers need in the elassroom and provides
the information to support that necd.

“When teachers are learning new
practices constantly, they'ne going to want
to implement them in the elassroom™ savs
Perrone. “Tt%s all a part of action research ...
and it shows the students that teachers never

stop learning, tod”
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PHOTO: Morl Elementary School students
will benefit from a partnership with USF's
College of Education.

GRANT TO PUT LIVING
HISTORY IN CHILDREN'S
HANDS

Callege of Education prafessors Michael
and Hene Bersan recaived & Library of
Congress grant ta continue a project that
explares using the library’s historical
documents to teach young students in
Puerto Rico and Florida.

Student teachers at USF and
the Universidad de Puerto Rica will
learn how to identify developmentally
appropriate materials for children, such
as old photographs, and how to use
them to enrich leaming. The goal is fo
help students of Puerto Rican descent
understand and appreciate the territoey's
histarical and cutural traditions and its
relationship with the United States.

The grant fram the library's Teaching
with Primary Sources Eastern Regional
Program will fund the TE-month project,
called Teaching with Culturally Specific
Primary Sources in Puerto Rico and
Florida to Build Social Capital among
Presenice Teachers.
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