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You have ITneeds.

We can help.

“Stafford Associates recently designed &
installed a security camera system 

at our Setauket location.
 

 From beginning to end the 
experience was perfect.

  
The knowledge of the entire team resulted

in  a high quality user-friendly system.
specifically designed for us. 

We are extremely confident 
our investment is protected.”

Usher Tree Experts, Inc.
Setauket, New Setauket, New York

Cabling
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Security Cameras

21  Bennetts  Road,  Suite  200,  Setauket,  New  York  11733
www.sta ordassociates.com
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BY MELISSA ARNOLD

Movie buffs, rejoice! After a long 
and dreary winter, it’s time to explore 
politics, health care, pop culture and 
more with a new season of the Port Jeff 
Documentary Series.

!is month will mark the begin-
ning of the 23rd season for the PJDS, 
which has brought compelling and 
award-winning documentaries of all 
kinds to our area in the spring and fall 
since 2005. !e festival is sponsored by 
the Greater Port Je"erson-Northern 
Brookhaven Arts Council, the Su"olk 
County Film Commission and the New 
York State Council on the Arts.

It’s a labor of love for the “#lm la-
dies,” the six board members who plan 
the festival from the ground up twice 
each year. !ey include co-directors 
Barbara Sverd and Lyn Boland, as well 
as Wendy Feinberg, Honey Katz, Phyl-
lis Ross and Lorie Rothstein.

Each year, the #lm ladies travel to some 
of the biggest #lm festivals in the area, 
among them the Tribeca Film Festival in 
Lower Manhattan, the Stony Brook Film 
Festival and the Hamptons Film Festival. 
!ey also closely follow online buzz for 
#lm festivals they can’t attend.

“Everyone on the board searches for 
#lms independently and brings them back 
to the group. !is way, we get a lot of va-
riety because we all like di"erent things,” 
said Boland.

While each board member has her 
own opinions, they’re all looking for 
those #lms that generate a lot of interest 
and o"er wide appeal. All of them are 
fresh o" the circuit, and you won’t be 
able to see them on TV or other outlets, 
Boland explained.

Boland has always loved documenta-
ries, and the series was born out of the 
desire to see them closer to home. She 
said those #rst #lms were chosen sitting 
around a kitchen table with the help of 
her late friend and law partner, Sondra 
Brooks. “I would hear about these great 
documentaries nominated for Acad-

emy Awards, but there was absolutely 
nowhere around here to see them. We 
wanted to change that,” Boland said.

!ese days, documentary #lm is one 
of the most common entry-level styles, 
leaving more titles and themes to explore 
than ever.

Each #lm lady selects two of her per-
sonal favorite documentaries to bring 
back to the group for discussion. !en, 
they write letters to directors and pro-
duction teams of their favorite #lms, 
asking them to consider sending the 
group a copy for screening. Once the 
#lms arrive, everyone gets a say; 5/6 of 
the group must love the #lm in order 
for it to make the festival’s short list. 
It also has to #t well with that season’s 
other selections and budget. !e #nal 
list features seven #lms, one for each 
board member and a seventh unani-
mously chosen by all the ladies.

Boland admitted that her two fa-
vorites for this season are the films 
she chose, which she affectionately 
calls “her babies.” They are “The C 
Word,” an eye-opening expose into 
cancer treatment and its many f laws, 
and “Speed Sisters,” which follows the 
unexpected experiences of five female 
race car drivers in Palestine. 

During the series, each film is fol-
lowed by a Q-&-A session or discus-
sion with someone on the film’s pro-
duction team, usually the director. It is 
an opportunity for audiences to delve 
deeper into the film’s development and 
themes.

Boland said that putting the series 
together twice each year is a lot of work, 
but there’s never bad blood in the group 
when they make the #nal selections.

“[The board members] volunteer to 
do this and it’s really like a year-round 
job,” Boland said.  “I can’t even say 
how many films I see each year, but I 
watch several every week. All but one 
of us have been involved from the be-
ginning and it’s such a respectful en-
vironment. We do this because we’re 
passionate about it.”
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Port Je! Documentary Series 
returns with fervor

Call for artists!
Gallery North, 90 N. Country Road, Setauket, is looking for both local and 

regional artists to participate in an upcoming exhibition titled Bridges from 
June 24 to July 8. Artists of all practices are welcome to submit up to three im-
ages that include bridges. Please email a jpeg (max 1,000 pixels) of your submis-
sions as well as a $20 fee to submissions@gallerynorth.org by May 20. For more 
information, call 631-751-2676.



! "e spring season will kick o# with “Sweet Micky for President” at "e-
atre "ree on March 14. Winner of the Grand Jury Award and Audience Award 
at the Slamdance Film Festival and Best International Director Award at the 
Documentary Edge Film Festival, the $lm recounts the story of Pras Michel, 
Grammy Award-winning rapper and founder of "e Fugees, as he returns to his 
homeland of Haiti postearthquake and $nds a corrupt government in paralysis. 
Wanting desperately to turn the tides there, he becomes the backbone of a presi-
dential campaign for Michel Martelly, aka “Sweet Micky,” Haiti’s most popular 
and outlandish pop star. "e $lm is presented in English, Creole and French 
with English subtitles. Guest speakers for the evening will be Director Ben Pat-
terson and Pras Michel. 

! "e second $lm in the series, “Janis: Little Girl Blue” by Amy Berg, will be 
screened at "eatre "ree on March 21. It follows the life and career of renowned 
classic rock musician Janis Joplin prior to her sudden and tragic death in 1970 at 
the age of 27. "e $lm explores the private side of Joplin’s life with new intimacy. 
Joplin’s own words tell much of the $lm’s story through a series of letters she wrote 
to her parents over the years, many of them made public here for the $rst time. 
"e screening will be followed by a live performance of Joplin’s music by Amber 
Ferrari and a Q-&-A moderated by Norman Prusslin, director of the Media Arts 
Minor at Stony Brook University, co-founder of "e Long Island Music Hall of 
Fame and founding general manager of WUSB 90.1 FM in Stony Brook. 

! On March 28, the Long Island Museum will host a screening of “The 
Anthropologist,” a film that tells the stories of anthropologists Margaret 
Mead and Susie Crate through their daughters’ perspectives. The film high-
lights how people all over the world, from Siberia to the Chesapeake, deal 
with changes in culture and the environment. The documentary won the 
Best Environmental Film award at the Nevada International Film Festival. 
The film is presented in six different languages. Director Daniel Miller will 
speak after the screening.

! “Waiting,” to be screened on April 4 at the Long Island Museum, explores 
the cultural experiences and adjustment of three Italians from varied back-
grounds immigrating to middle-class America. "e $lm won the Big Apple 
Film Festival Cityscape Award and a 2015 Spotlight Documentary Film Award. 
Presented in English and Italian with English subtitles, guest speakers will in-
clude Director Cristian Piazza and one of the subjects followed in the $lm, actor-
turned-opera-singer Paolo Bu#agni. 

! On April 11, you’ll rethink your perspective on cancer treatment when 
"eatre "ree screens “!e C Word.” Narrated by Morgan Freeman, the $lm 
asks one pointed question: “With all of the resources and e#orts in the war on 
cancer, why are we still losing?” It also exposes the multilevel, systematic prob-
lems in cancer care — the habits that predispose us to disease and a $xation on 
treatment instead of on the root causes of our ailments. "e $lm is presented in 
English and French. “"e C Word” was directed by one of its subjects, cancer 
survivor Meghan O’Hara, who will be on hand as the evening’s guest speaker. 

! “Karski and the Lords of Humanity” will take you back in time to World 
War II on April 18 at "eatre "ree. "is $lm tells the little-known and amaz-
ing story of Jan Karski, a highly intelligent and multilingual Polish man who 
was once a prisoner of war. He then goes undercover into Hitler’s concentration 
camps to bear witness to the Nazi atrocities and expose them worldwide. "e 
$lm received the Best Polish Film award at the "e Jewish Motifs International 
Film Festival in Warsaw, and Jan Karski was awarded a posthumous Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama. "e evening’s speaker will 
be Director Slawomir Grunberg. 

! "e $nal $lm in the series, 
“Speed Sisters,” will be shown at 
"eatre "ree on April 25. Set in Pal-
estine, it follows $ve female standouts 
in a thriving car racing scene. Held at 
improvised tracks — a vegetable mar-
ket, an old helicopter pad, a security 
academy — the races o#er a release 
from the pressures and uncertainties 
of life on the West Bank.  "ese wom-
en are setting a precedent in a male-
dominated sport in a male-dominat-
ed country, and people everywhere 
are taking notice. “Speed Sisters” was 
awarded Best Documentary at the 
Adelaide Film Festival and the Audi-
ence Award at the IFI Documentary 
Festival. It is presented in Arabic and English with English subtitles. Director 
Amber Fares will speak a%er the $lm.

*All !lms begin at 7 p.m.

In addition to showing the films 
at Theatre Three, the festival has re-
cently added the Long Island Museum 
in Stony Brook as a co-host. The film 
ladies approached the museum after 
its former co-host, Stony Brook Uni-
versity’s Wang Center, could no longer 
participate.

"e museum works with the Greater 
Port Je#erson-Northern Brookhaven 
Arts Council on a regular basis, which 
made them a perfect $t. "ey’ve recently 
obtained a new projector and sound sys-
tem, and Boland is looking forward to 
showing $lms there.

“Film is a vibrant artmaking medium, 
and the museum will be adding even 
more $lms to see as we move forward 
with our expanding public program-
ming,” said Neil Watson, executive di-
rector of the Long Island Museum. 
“Partnering with the Port Je#erson 
Documentary Series is the perfect 
opportunity to extend both of our 
organizations into this rich and di-
verse community.”  

"e documentary series wouldn’t 
be possible without the support of 
numerous volunteers. Every sea-
son, help is needed for each part of 
the process, from distributing &y-
ers and running the ticket booths 
to  tracking down directors and 
even recommending new $lms. A 
contact page for volunteers and 
board members can be found 
at the festival’s website, www.
portjeffdocumentaryseries.com.

"e $lm ladies encourage hesitant 
viewers to try even one of this season’s 
$lms. Boland said that documentaries 
o#er an extra touch of magic you just 
won’t $nd in a $ctional movie.

“When you see a moving documen-
tary, it shakes you the way a feature $lm 
does, but you have that extra level of emo-
tion in knowing it’s all real,” she said.

"e Port Je#erson Documentary Se-
ries will be held at 7 p.m. every Monday 
from March 14 to April 25 at "eatre 
"ree, 412 Main Street, Port Je#erson, 
and the Long Island Museum, 1200 Rt. 
25A, Stony Brook. For the $rst time this 
year, moviegoers can purchase their tick-
ets in advance. General admission for 
each $lm is $7. To learn more about the 
PJDS, this season’s $lms or to purchase 
advance tickets, call 631-473-5220.

Film schedule

Director Amber Fares

Photo from GPJAC
On the cover:
A scene from ‘The C Word.’

Photos from GPJAC
Clockwise from left, ‘Speed Sisters,’ ‘Sweet Micky for President,’ ‘Janis: Little Girl Blue’ and 
‘Karski and the Lords of Humanity’
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