
  

Disneyland is known as the happiest place 
on earth. “Here you leave today and enter a world of 
yesterday, tomorrow and fantasy.” These words 
displayed over the guests’ heads as they enter the 
magical park. Disneyland has continued to grow and 
give guests a magical experience since it first 
opened in 1955. 60 years later the magic continues 
to grow, along with the price this magical 
experience costs. Recently at the D23 Expo held in 
Anaheim, California, Disney announced that they 
will create a ‘Star Wars’ themed land in both parks. 
The question now is, what does this mean for the 
price of admission? Will Disneyland still draw 
record breaking crows with this new ‘Star Wars’ 
land if they increase ticket prices even more?  

Disneyland encompasses more than just the 
park. It is a destination, something as a travel writer 
I can relate to and write about that would inspire 
people to visit. Disneyland has always been known 
for their theatrics. An article in the European Journal 
of American Culture described Disneyland, “As 
visitors, we feel as if we could be in a ‘real’ place 
and time; but we are also aware that it is, after all, a 
fantasy”. Bringing magic and fantasy to real life. 
‘Star Wars’ Land takes that magic further. A 
beloved movie and story line brought to real life for 
Disneyland’s guests to enjoy.  

‘Star Wars’ land will allow guests to interact 
with the beloved characters from ‘Star Wars’, the 
chance to control the Millennium Falcon on a 
customized mission and embark and an epic journey 
that transports guests to a galactic battle between the 

First Order and the Resistance. ‘Star Wars’ land will 
be housed on 14 acres of Disneyland which means 
the closure of some current attractions will take 
place over the next few months. 

OC Register 

The day Disneyland opened, July 17, 1955, 
admission cost $1 for an adult and 50 cents for a 
child. The rides cost 10 to 25 cents each and the ride 
selection was nothing compared to what Disneyland 
has today.  Since then ticket prices have increased 
dramatically. Today the price of a single day ticket 
to Disneyland is $99 for anyone over the age of 10 
and $93 for children ages three to nine. A family of 
four with two children under the age of 10 would 
spend $384 on park tickets alone. Now that Disney 
has introduced the addition of Star Wars land can 
guests expect a price increase again? “We are 
creating a jaw-dropping new world that represents 
our largest single themed land expansion ever” says 
Bob Igor, the CEO and Walt Disney Company 
Chairman, “These new lands at Disneyland and 
Walt Disney World will transport guests to a whole 
new ‘Star Wars’ planet…”  

The announcement of the new ‘Star Wars’ 
Land brought about the increase in the prices of 
Disneyland’s Annual Passports. An Annual Passport 
for those of us native to Southern California is $329 
for the year. This pass is the cheapest but again, you 
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Will the Force be with Disneyland? 
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represents our largest single 
themed land expansion ever.” 



must be a Southern California resident to get this 
pass. It also has a lot of blackout dates, only valid 
170 days out of the year. The blackout dates include 
all of summer and every Saturday during the year 
along with the two weeks around Christmas. These 
dates are when people would want to go because 
they are out of work and school. You would need to 
consider how often you are likely to visit the park 
and if you would be able to attend during the 170 
days the pass is valid.  

The most expensive pass, which allows you 
to visit the park 365 days out of the year and 
includes parking, which is normally a $18 a day, is 
the Disney Signature Plus Passport. The cost of this 
pass is $1,049. That is an increase of 35% in price 
from what it was before the increase. For this pass to 
pay off, a person would need to visit Disneyland 11 
times a year. If you are a die hard Disney fan and 
live in Southern California then this could be the 
pass for you. Disney does allow guests to make 
monthly payments, with an initial $99 down, which 
is helpful but still expensive. The monthly payment 
plan for the Disney Signature Plus Passport is 
$79.17. This is for one person only, so you would 
either be going alone or a friend would need to pay 
for entrance. For them to enjoy the same perks as 
you with this pass, their ticket would cost $155 for 
the day. 
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The biggest role in the price increase is 
clearly the addition of ‘Star Wars’ Land. Disney did 
the same thing back when ‘Cars’ Land opened in 

California Adventure in 2012. Brady MacDonald of 
the LA Times claims that there will be an even 
bigger increase in the Annual Passport prices when 
before ‘Star Wars’ Land opens next year. It seems 
like Disneyland is gearing up for huge crowds when 
‘Star Wars’ Land opens and by increasing the 
Annual Passport prices it thins the numbers and 
pushes the Annual Passholders to a less crowded 
time of year. 
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While this move is not new to Disney, there 
are mixed results from dedicated guests. Johnny 
Osorio says, “That kind of magic doesn’t come 
cheap. I think they are trying not to raise the general 
admission ticket so that more people can enjoy the 
magic and fantasy Disneyland has to offer. If they 
were to increase the ticket prices but kept the 
Annual Passports the same [as previous years] then 
they would be missing out a huge chunk of their 
audience.”  

Scott Skinner, a Southern California resident 
and a frequent guest of Disneyland says the increase 
wouldn’t deter him from continuing to go to the 
park. “Every year this was our family vacation. We 
would travel from Oregon every summer and go to 
the park for a few days. It is a part of me now. I 
have had an Annual Pass since I moved to LA and 
will always have one no matter the price.” On the 
other hand, there are those who think it is ridiculous.  

Current Annual Passport prices at the Disneyland Resort in 
Anaheim, California 

CEO of the Walt Disney Company speaking at the D23 
Expo in Anaheim, California. Here he unveils the ‘Star 

Wars’ Land to an eager audience. 



One Southern California resident, James 
Hernandez, was not too happy with the price 
increase. “I think it is absurd! They are trying to take 
advantage of these people. Disney makes enough 
money that they could keep the price of admission 
down to a reasonable rate and still make money.” 
James also mentioned that he has not been a 
frequent Disneyland visitor but in the past few years 
has had an Annual Passport until recently. 
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Seeing how huge a following ‘Star Wars’ 
has and how popular Disneyland, it is certain that 
the teaming of these two will lead to huge success. 
These two powerhouses joining forces will prove to 
be a good move for both. The new ‘Star Wars’ 
movies are to be released and the ‘Star Wars’ Land 
will breathe new life into an already magical fantasy 
land. I have a feeling the force will be very strong 
with Disneyland and the increased prices will not 
effect attendance.  
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Crowds gather at Disneyland in Anaheim, 
California for their 60th Anniversary 


