1

B e

low anyone 21 or older with a
eapons license to carry a gun
 public college or university
“campus. Dormitories, fraterni-
yand sorority houses, and ath-
Jetic events would be excluded.
- Critics of campus carry say
the legislation could potentially
ate unsafe environments for
ents and faculty.
an interview Monday, Deal
the same claims were made
14 when he signed legislation
vastly expanded where Geor-
\ns can legally carry firearms.
“We heard all the hype that
¢’re now hearing about cam-
carry, all the predictions of
es. All the predictions
ing to open our

state up to a Wild West scenar-
io,” the governor said.

Those earlier fears don’t ap-
pear to have come true, Deal
said. {

“So, therefore, to use those
kind of arguments with the
campus carry discussion, I
think lacks validity,” he said.

During the 2014 guberna-
torial campaign, Deal said he
did “not believe we need guns
in college areas where alcohol
is being consumed and where
there are ballgames and things
of that nature.”

Some college and university
officials oppose campus carry,
saying it would give stressed-

‘out students access to guns and

" addto the

When a
those arguments. ;
* “Ithink they should be con-
cerned about making sure that
those students are taught
educated,” he said. “That’
their responsibility. The law
will take care of the rest of i
Ralston, a Blue Ridge Rep!
lican, met Monday with state
Reps. Rick Jasperse, R-Jas!
and Mandi Ballinger, R-Ca
along with a lobbyist for a
ing gun rights group.

“The speaker ardently s
ports the rights of law-abid-
ing Georgians to protect th
selves and enjoy outdoor pu
suits like hunting and i
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