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Section 1 of I-69 is 
the 13 miles from 
I-64 to Oakland City. 
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Section 2 is the 29 
miles from Oakland 
City to Washington.

artinsvilleaMaMaa

Section 5, the 21 
miles from 
Bloomington to 
Martinsville, was 
started in April and 
costs $325 million.
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Section 3 is the 26 miles 
from Washington to Crane 
naval base. The first 3 
sections cost $642 million 
and were opened to traffic 
on Nov. 19, 2012. 
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Section 4 is the 27 miles 
from Crane to Bloomington. 
The latest completed 
section cost $471 million. 
Evansville residents can get 
directly to and from 
Indianapolis on multilane 
highway.

Wednesday , sometime in the afternoon or evening, Indiana 
highway workers are going to pull down the barricades on 27 
miles of road from Crane to Bloomington. 

O�  cially, it is known as Section 4 of the Interstate 69 project 
between Evansville and Indianapolis, with a price tag of $471 
million and a card attached that reads, “Finally, Southwestern 
Indiana: You can get directly to and from Indianapolis on 
multilane highway.”

Today doesn’t mark the end of the I-69 journey. The state’s 
still working on Section 5 that runs along Indiana 37 from 
Bloomington to Martinsville. And Section 6 — the grand fi nale 
— is still in its infancy, as Hoosiers discuss and decide where, 
exactly, they want the highway to link to Indianapolis.

Say farewell to the days of two lanes of tra�  c, creeping up and 
down hills at 25 mph behind log trucks and coal haulers. The tight 
curves between the naval base at Crane and the little towns south of 
Bloomington will be a distant memory for most. Perhaps the white-
knuckle trips between counties, from Monroe to Vanderburgh, will 
feel a little easier now.

It is work that has spanned several generations, felt at times like it 
was being talked to death, and was the source of lawsuits, as well as 
constant battles for recognition, approval and funding. 

The people who contributed to its construction are too 
numerous to count, though they surely include the late Con-
gressman Frank McCloskey, the late Gov. Robert Orr, a slew 
of former Evansville mayors such as Frank McDonald 
II and Mike Vandiveer, and others who aren’t as 
well known, but who surveyed ground, poured 
concrete, organized public hearings, wrote 
letters to newspapers and lobbied Indiana 
lawmakers.

 If this were a movie, the credits at the end 
would roll on for hours.

There’s now a safer way for our children 
to venture to and from Indiana Univer-
sity. There’s now a quicker path for 
Bloomington’s youngsters to come to 
UE and USI. We’re two-thirds of the 
way to having an interstate highway 
linking the state’s third-largest city to 
its capital.

There will come a day when In-
terstate 69 will feel like it’s always 
been here. But the people of South-
western Indiana should remember 
it as a hard-fought victory, won 
an inch at a time for 142 miles.

HELLO, 
BLOOMINGTON
New I-69 section opens today

By John Martin
john.martin@courierpress.com
812-464-7594 / @ECPjohnmartin

Greg Wathen isn’t one to waste time. The 
CEO of the Economic Development Coalition 
of Southwest Indiana will  get word out imme-
diately that the new leg of Interstate 69, from 
Crane to Bloomington, is ready for tra�  c.

Transportation alternatives are paramount 
for companies looking to invest and expand, 
Wathen said, “and part of what we are doing 
next week is sending information out to site 
selection fi rms all over the country, letting 
them know it’s open, and this time next year 
it will be open from Bloomington to Martins-
ville.”

As Wathen spoke, he was in his car driving 
the winding, woodsy two-lane stretch of In-
diana 45 from Crane to Bloomington, headed 
for Indianapolis. It’s a 36-mile path those who 
travel between Evansville and the state capi-
tal have gotten to know well since November 
2012, when former Gov. Mitch Daniels, on his 
motorcycle, zoomed up the newly completed 
67-mile path from Evansville to Crane.

Finally, I-69 no longer dead-ends at Crane.
Maps since 2012 have shown a dotted 

line from there to Bloomington, signifying 
a highway under construction. Wathen said 
the new, unbroken line will show Southwest 
Indiana is open for business.

“This has moved at a pretty rapid clip 
for infrastructure,” Wathen said of I-69 

construction. “It sends a really positive mes-
sage to companies that Indiana does pretty 
well in facing great infrastructure challenges  
— a very positive can-do message.”

University of Southern Indiana President 
Linda Bennett agreed, saying I-69 is about 
more than easing the drive from Evansville 
to Indianapolis — although that certainly is 
one key benefi t.

She likes to think about the impact “beyond 
Indiana.”

“It puts Evansville on a major thoroughfare 
from Michigan down to Texas,” Bennett said. 
“It creates a new artery, and for the region 
in general this is a good step forward. If you 

I-69 will benefit region — and beyond

By John Martin
john.martin@courierpress.com
812-464-7594 / @ECPjohnmartin

Over the last few de-
cades, perhaps no issue 
united Southwest Indiana 
elected o�  cials more than 
the push for a completed 
Interstate 69 from India-
napolis to Evansville.

The issue’s politi-
cal breakdown at times 
seemed not to be Demo-
crat vs. Republican, but 
rather this region vs. ev-
erybody else.

“We called it the miss-
ing spoke,” said former 
state Sen. Greg Server, a 
Republican who was in 
the General Assembly 
from 1973 -2005. “We said, 
we’ve got interstates criss-
crossing the rest of the 
state (but not one from 
the state capital to Evans-
ville.)”

Despite that, local ad-
vocates of the highway for 
years faced considerable 
hesitation, resistance and 
fl at-out opposition.

Road took
bipartisan
advocacy
to achieve

DAVID SNODGRASS / HERALD-TIMES

Northbound Interstate 69 ends at Indiana 37, with northbound traffi c moving into the construction zones for Section 5 of I-69. The 27-mile stretch of I-69 
between Bloomington and U.S. 231 near Crane is expected to open Wednesday afternoon.
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4600Division Street • Evansville, IN 866-754-3234 KennyKentChevy.com

New2015Chevrolet Silverado1500
1WT2WDRegularCab

1500 #57844

$18,185PRICEFOR
EVERYONE:

Purchasepriceplus tax, title, license,$199dealer feeand$1,195destinationcharge.

MSRP:$27,365
$5,235 KennyKentSavings
$1,500 GMCustomerCash
$500 GMDownPaymentAssistance
$750 GMBonusCash

Tri-State’s number one Chevy Dealer - 2013, 2014 newChevy vehicle sales. All purchase prices plus tax, title, license and $199 dealer fee. GMDownPayment
Assistance when financed through Ally, GMF or Wells Fargo. Employee Discounts, Supplier Discounts, USAA and Military Rebates are not included in prices
presented. Price with all applicable rebates assigned to Dealer. While vehicles are available - inventory current at the time of media release. MSRP does
not necessarily reflect the price actually paid by customers. Customer requested dealer installed additions extra. With approved credit. See dealer for
complete details. Options shown/Images for illustration purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. Offers expire December 31, 2015.

$16,935
**Onlycustomerswhoreceive theKBBofferare
eligible. ***FarmBureauMember for3months

$750 KelleyBlueBookPrivateOffer **
$500 FarmBureauRebate***

Purchasepriceplus tax, title,
license,$199dealer feeand
$1,195destinationcharge.

PRICE IFYOUQUALIFY

The Tri-State’s #1 Volume Chevy Dealer

Butch Hancock Chris Byrley

“Bringing youagreat newway
to experience yourChevrolet”ur Chevrolet


