
West Front Street Bridge Construction a Headache 

By Jay Cook 

The corner of Rector Place and West Front Street, on the Red Bank side of the Navesink 

River, looks nothing like it once was only a few months ago. Yellow caution tape surrounds the 

roadway coming from under the NJ Transit train overpass, giving the impression that this is a 

crime scene yet to be investigated. 

 With a quick overview of the landscape at this corner, a massive industrial-sized crane 

sits by the waterside. This 200-foot yellow eyesore, with a massive pulley system hooked onto it, 

helps guide a colossal concrete structure into place. The scents of low tide river water and diesel 

exhaust fumes converge here, creating a pungent smell, foul to the nostrils of both pedestrians 

and the countless construction workers on site.  

 “This is definitely not what it used to smell like,” said Rebecca Sutch, from the 

neighboring town of Leonardo. “Of course there is always going to be the scent of the tides 

coming in and out, but with these trucks running all day long, it makes it nearly impossible to 

walk by.” 

 An excavator machine makes its way up the hill on Rector Place to a barren plot of land. 

Once housed by Red Bank residents, now it is simply a dumpsite for these machines to get rid of 

excess dirt for the creation of a new West Front Street Bridge. 

 Not only is the Red Bank side of this project affected; the Middletown side is as well. 

The corner of West Front Street and Hubbard Avenue has become a motorist’s nightmare. 18-

wheelers are regularly spotted here, coming by and dropping off necessary construction 

materials, which in turn creates standstill traffic in an already busy area. 



 Land along the river’s edge, which only a few months ago was used to store trailers and 

boats for use at Chris’s Marina, has now been commandeered and turned into an industrial 

parking lot. The sound of jackhammers going at full speed can be heard all the way down 

Hubbard Avenue, creating unnecessary noise pollution for which is normally the very tranquil 

part of town. 

On top of that, this roadway sees major traffic flow problems during the rush hours. Its 

close relation in distance to Exit 109 on the Garden State Parkway already makes it a busy 

roadway. Now with this West Front Street detour, it makes it that much harder to get in and out 

of either Red Bank or Middletown.  

The West Front Street Bridge, which has stood since 1921, is the most direct and quick 

roadway in and out of the greater Red Bank area. During the holiday months, most notably 

around Christmas, and the summer months, from Memorial Day to Labor Day, the traffic 

through Red Bank skyrockets.  

Countless shops line downtown Red Bank, and in turn makes it a shopper’s paradise. The 

route to beach towns such as Sea Bright and Rumson from eastern Monmouth County goes 

directly through this area. Additionally, this bridge has stood still through every major storm to 

date, most notably from the duo of the storm sisters, Hurricane Irene and Superstorm Sandy.  

For one local business though, this is the busiest time of year. Known for the inexpensive, 

delicious and quick hotdog or sausage sandwich, G&G Hot Dog Truck is the spot to go. It is a 

one-man hot dog truck found on a lot perpendicular to the North Jersey Coast Line train rail that 

runs through Red Bank. The lot is owned by this food truck business, and it is a lunchtime staple 

for locals all across the Red Bank, Middletown and Shrewsbury areas.  



“The business was started by my father-in-law, and the truck has been here for 42 years,” 

says George Laboussis, the current owner of G&G Hot Dog Truck. Although Laboussis has only 

been the owner of the food truck for almost three years now, those who frequent the food truck 

knows Gus Tangalos, the infamous father-in-law who started this business.  

Tangalos, now 80, has since given the truck and the business to Laboussis, who wanted to 

make sure it stayed in the family. These two men have put years of hard work and dedication 

into a local business whose patrons are as loyal as they come.  

 Laboussis says that while the winter and summer months are the slowest times of the 

year, the business in the spring and fall make up for it. Right now, he is currently in a slow time, 

despite the fact that it now is spring. It also just so happens that a mere forty-five second stroll 

from the G&G Hot Dog Truck is the ongoing construction for the new West Front Street Bridge. 

“I’ve never had an experience like this, where it just slows down. I know when they close 

the roads sometimes it slows down, but not like this,” says Laboussis. “Business is less than it is 

supposed to be, it’s slower. People can’t drive over the bridge like they’re supposed to, and they 

don’t want to go around.” 

The way to go around, as Laboussis refers to, is the current detour that takes motorists 

from Middletown into Red Bank across Cooper’s Bridge, or otherwise known as the Route 35 

Bridge. Local roads, such as Hubbard Avenue and Navesink River Road have taken the brunt of 

this newfound traffic flow through the detour.  

“It has been reported to us, that prior to when the construction started, that approximately 

seventeen thousand cars pass through that area of town and across the bridge per day, within a 



24-hour time span,” said Lieutenant Neil Hansen, the Traffic Division Commander of the 

Middletown Police Department. 

While sending majority of the traffic through the aforementioned detour, an effort was 

put into place for the bridge on County Road 520 to take in as much of the new traffic as 

possible. Both of these detours have been used since the commencement of this new West Front 

Street Bridge project on January 5, 2015.  

Hansen, who is a 36-year veteran of the Middletown Police Department, said that quite a 

few factors went into the timing of the bridge closure. “We had to leave it open until after the 

holidays; there were a lot of negotiations back and forth between the town and the county, who 

was overseeing the project, and it is their bridge, and Agate Construction, about when the bridge 

was going to be closed down and how many days they had at complete closure.” 

Along with the delays solely for the bridge closure, extra closures were planned for other 

work. New natural gas lines had to be placed in on West Front Street, both leading up to and 

across the new bridge. More gas line work was in place for stretches of road on Half Mile Road 

as well, which did not help with the detoured bridge traffic.  

The Middletown Police Department, especially in Lieutenant Hansen’s Traffic Division, 

has worked in conjunction with the construction companies, the town itself and the Middletown 

Board of Education throughout the duration of this project. Any township members who had 

concerns regarding traffic flows through school zones or residential areas voiced their worries 

directly to the Middletown Board of Education, which were taken into consideration with the 

police department, according to Hansen.  



“With the amount of construction we had going, it impacted local businesses over in 

Lincroft, and impacted local businesses in Red Bank. Some of the paving projects we had slated 

for the fall were pushed off until the spring because there was just too much going on over 

there,” said Hansen.   

 Every motorist who has ever crossed the West Front Street Bridge can attest to its 

problems. First off, the roadways are abnormally thin and the lanes are pressed right up against 

the railings. One can only hope while traveling across the bridge that a larger vehicle, such as a 

utility or delivery truck, is not crossing at the same time. “Oh yes, the bridge was absolutely in 

need of a renovation. I did not like driving over it,” said Megan Prenderville, a Red Bank 

resident of 26 years.  

 Secondly, the existing bridge is rather low to the changing water levels as the tide comes 

in and out. The throughways underneath the bridge are shorter and thinner than all of the other 

bridges that can be found on the Navesink, such as Cooper’s Bridge, the Oceanic Bridge and the 

brand new Highlands Bridge, which allow for high watercraft traffic. 

This creates the problem where normal sized boats, which can be docked at Marine Park 

or in Sea Bright, tend to be on the larger side, making it impossible to cross underneath the West 

Front Street Bridge to reach the other side of the Navesink. Boats docked on the south side of the 

bridge at Chris’ Marina and Red Bank Marina are on the small side, mostly crab boats and small 

watercraft. 

 To top off all of these complaints, the last one worries drivers the most. While driving 

over the bridge, the sounds that come from within are cringe-worthy. The incessant knocking and 

creaking every 10 feet from the steel grates that create the roadway give the feeling that it may 



be one’s last drive across this bridge. When the new bridge is finished, not having to hear this 

constant clanking will be the least missed trait of the old bridge. “I just do not do well with 

bridges,” said Prenderville. “It was not necessarily pot holes, but you could just feel where the 

bridge was deteriorating.” 

 From viewing the new, under-construction bridge, each of these complaints and problems 

have clearly been addressed. For the condition of the space for vehicle traffic, much more room 

has been allotted. The amount of area has increased drastically; pedestrian lanes on each side are 

wider than before, leaving plenty of legroom for bicyclists and walkers to travel from the 

Middletown side to the Red Bank side. The width of the driving lanes has increased as well, 

taking away that feeling of swiping the car in the adjacent lane. 

 Moving onto the room for watercraft to travel through, it looks like this need has been 

addressed as well. From looking at a distance, the new West Front Street Bridge is noticeably 

higher, maybe a couple more feet than before. It would not make sense for this bridge to be as 

high as other shore area bridges, such as the newly created Highlands Bridge or the Cooper’s 

Bridge. The distance from side to side for the West Front Street Bridge is not nearly as much as 

these bigger bridges. Despite the lack of new height, local fisherman will appreciate the fact that 

Monmouth County has decided to leave the pilings from the existing bridge for local crabbing 

and fishing.  

 The last complaint, and absolutely the most common of the West Front Street Bridge, 

was the multitude of noises coming from it as motorists cross it. Well, indeed this worry has 

been addressed. The old, steel grate look of the existing bridge was quite outdated. Also, being 

able to look through the roadway down to the flowing river water beneath was an uneasy sight 

for those weary of crossing bridges.  



Now, the new bridge is a work of art. The solid, flat concrete roadway winds out more 

than the old bridge. No longer is it a straight shot across; there is a slight curve in the roadway as 

motorists drive along. Red brick borders have also been added, giving it a more modern feel, one 

that surely belongs as a part of Red Bank.  

It just so happens that as the month of May rolls on, the bridge project begins to end. Due 

to the tireless work of the construction teams and police officers, the due date nears. According 

to Lieutenant Hansen, the reopening of the new West Front Street Bridge is slated for May 17 or 

May 18. The primary focus is for the new and improved roadway to be fully functional in time 

for Memorial Day traffic in and out of Middletown and Red Bank. This is the exact news that 

both irritated motorists and struggling small businesses have waited months for.  


