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Meth-lab remnants left near Jessamine
riverbank for weeks after hikers’ tip

SCHOOLS CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY

Program features performances from 
step team, choir and tribute to Angelou

PHOTO BY JONATHAN KLEPPINGER
Above: Dr. Roger Cleveland, an associate professor of educational leadership and policy studies at Eastern Kentucky University,
delivered the keynote address during Jessamine County Schools’ black-history celebration Monday at East Jessamine Middle
School. Cleveland told the crowd that black people had learned the three lessons of individual commitment, collective efficacy
and courage from their ancestors but that the most vital reason they had endured tough times was their faith and spirituality.
Below left: East Jessamine Middle School student JeDynn Fogle performed with the step team at the event Monday night.

COUNTY 
CELEBRATION

See page A12 for a
preview of Jessamine
County’s annual Black-
History  Month celebra-
tion, scheduled for Feb.
21 at East Maple Street
Christian Church.

Scan the code
with your smart-
phone app to see
a video of the per-
formances from
Monday’s event.

j e s s a m i n e j o u r n a l . c o m

Video 
online

Hundreds gathered in the cafe-theater
at East Jessamine Middle School on
Monday night to celebrate black history
with students, teachers and administrators
from the Jessamine County school district.

County has high 
vaccination rates as
measles outbreak
causes concern

By Jonathan Kleppinger
jkleppinger@jessaminejournal.com

TWITTER: @THEJJ_ED

see BLACK HISTORY on page A10

When Benjamin Miles and Jon Hall
went hiking in Jessamine County on
Jan. 29, they stumbled upon something
substantially less idyllic than the woods
on the banks of the Kentucky River.
What they found were the remnants of
a methamphetamine lab and no help to
clean it up.

Miles and Hall, both of Danville,
were visiting a spot they knew well near

an abandoned bridge off Old Camp
Nelson Road, not far from U.S. 27.

“When I jumped out of a tree and
almost landed on one of the hypoder-
mic needles, that’s when we started
noticing all the bottles and the batter-
ies cut in half,” Miles said.

Miles said they were concerned
about children coming across the used
hypodermic needles as well as the
chemicals and trash getting into the

By Rosalind Essig
ressig@jessaminejournal.com

With more than 100 reported measles cases in
the United States in January —  none in Kentucky
— vaccinations are a hot-button topic as propo-
nents warn that parents who refuse to vaccinate
their children are endangering the public at large.

Analysis from USA TODAY released last week
said nearly one in seven public and private
schools in 13 states surveyed had vaccination
rates below 90 percent. The report suggested
schools with low immunization rates created “hot
spots” not visible in state-level data.

The Courier-Journal in Louisville reported last
week that 14 counties in Kentucky had measles

By Jonathan Kleppinger
jkleppinger@jessaminejournal.com
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see VACCINATIONS on page A5

An insurance-tax increase Wilmore is consid-
ering could add more than $100,000 each year to
the city’s budget — money that could go toward
public-safety needs and specifically a new fire
truck.

During a Feb. 2 meeting, the Wilmore City
Council discussed the possibility of raising the
city’s insurance license tax for the first time since
1988. 

According to the Kentucky League of Cities,
“Cities of all classes may impose license fees or
taxes upon insurance companies for the privilege
of engaging in the insurance business.”

Currently, insurance companies pay a 6-per-
cent tax to Wilmore based on lives or property
insured within the city limits, said finance direc-
tor Haley Ellis. Those charges are passed on to
the policyholders.

Taxable insurance policies include fire and
allied perils, casualty liability, vehicle, inland

By Amelia Orwick
aorwick@jessaminejournal.com

Wilmore eyes
increase to

insurance tax

see WILMORE on page A10

PHOTOS BY 
ROSALIND ESSIG
Left: Jon Hall of
Danville looked over
the scene Jan. 30
where he and
Benjamin Miles found
remnants of a meth
lab Jan. 29. The area
was near an aban-
doned bridge by Old
Camp Nelson Road.
Far left: Used hypo-
dermic needles were
visible on the ground
in the area Jan. 30.see METH on page A5
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vaccination rates below the 90-
percent threshold recommended
by some health experts. A data-
base of records on the newspa-
per’s website had figures from
115 of the state’s 120 county pub-
lic-school districts; Jessamine
County was one of the five with
no numbers listed.

Jessamine County Schools
health coordinator Pat Glass
said via email Friday that only 12
kindergartners in the county this
year had vaccination exemptions
as of December, which would
translate to a vaccination rate of
about 98 percent. Kentucky pub-
lic schools require vaccinations
but allow exemptions for med-
ical and religious reasons. Glass
said all 12 kindergartners had
religious exemptions and none
currently had medical exemp-
tions.

Kentucky day-care centers
and schools are required to sub-
mit immunization results to the
state each year, with one survey
for child cares, one for kinder-
gartens and one for sixth-grade
schools. Out of 1,732 children at
those three levels in Jessamine
County 2012-2013, 93.2 percent
of them had immunization cer-
tificates on file, with 1.1 percent
having medical or religious
exemptions and the remainder
missing a certificate.

Although Jessamine County’s
exemption rate was higher than
the state average of 0.8 percent
in 2012-2013, local health-
department director Randy
Gooch said it was significantly
lower than the national median
rate of 1.8 percent. He said the
good immunization rates are
illustrated by the county meet-
ing the Healthy People 2020
nationwide set of goals from the
United States Department of
Health and Human Services.
Those goals are 95-percent vac-
cination rates for MMR
(measles, mumps and rubella)
and other vaccines. Gooch also
pointed out that the Jessamine
County Health Department had
received a gold performance
award from the state’s immu-
nization program in October
2014.

Almost 96 percent of
Jessamine County sixth-graders
had MMR certificates on file in
2012-2013, according to the data
from the Cabinet for Health and
Family Services. The MMR rate
for kindergartners were 93.2 per-
cent, and 82 percent of children
in day cares had received at
least one dose of the MMR vac-
cine.

The January outbreak is
largely related to an amusement
park in California, according to
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, and is the first
of the year. There were 23
measles outbreaks in the United
States in 2014, according to the

CDC, with 383 cases involved in
the largest outbreak that was
primarily among unvaccinated
Amish communities in Ohio.

The CDC reports that most
people who get measles are
unvaccinated and that the dis-
ease can spread when it reaches

a population with unvaccinated
groups of people.

Gooch said he hopes the
recent measles outbreak will
make parents who have chosen
not to vaccinate their children
reconsider that decision. He said

the relatively quick spread of the
airborne disease showed the
“inherent risk” to those who
aren’t immunized.

“History has provided evi-
dence that vaccines are effective
in preventing disease,” Gooch

said. “This has been one of the
most important public-health
priorities dating back to the 18th
century when the smallpox vac-
cine was developed and later led
to the eradication of that dis-
ease.”
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Journal staff report
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Jessamine County was
well represented at the
Kentucky Music Educators
Association 2015 Professional
Development Conference last
week.

The conference was held
in Louisville from Feb. 4-7. It
featured clinics, exhibits and
networking as well as per-
formances from students
from all around the state.

Below are the students
and staff who represented
Jessamine County in perform-
ing groups:

• Paige Harrod, West
Jessamine Middle School,
sixth grade, Kentucky
Children’s Chorus 

• Annaliese Adams,
WJMS, seventh grade,
Kentucky Junior High Treble
Chorus 

• Kentucky Junior High
Mixed Chorus: Donald
Breland, WJMS, seventh
grade; Luke Luchtenburg,
WJMS, seventh grade; Lucas
Labrillazo, WJMS, eighth
grade 

• Christina Bronaugh,
WJMS choir director, accom-
panist for Kentucky Junior
High mixed chorus 

• David Keener, West
Jessamine High School, sen-
ior, All State Mixed Chorus 

• All State Women’s
Choir: Sarah Dorrell, WJHS,
junior; Susanna McDaniel,
WJHS, senior 

Jessamine
students,
teachers
perform 
at KMEA

river, because all of the items
were within 20 feet and “a good
rain” of sliding into the river.
Aside from used needles and
batteries cut in half, there were
also containers that had held
liquid fire and other chemicals,
cold compression packets cut
open, and two bottles filled with
meth runoff.

“Several cannisters were
open and leaking into the soil,”
Miles said.

They then called 911 and a
Kentucky Department of Fish
and Wildlife Resources officer
responded. Miles said when the
fish and wildlife officer arrived
he contacted the Kentucky State
Police. Miles said the officer
told KSP they had found some
type of chemicals resembling
meth and its runoff and asked
what they needed to do or who
to contact.

Miles and Hall were sur-
prised when the fish and wildlife
officer finished his phone con-
versation and told them nothing
would be done. Miles said they
were told that the policy was to
leave the items on the property
unless the chemicals were
smoking or bubbling — in other
words, active.

Matt Feltner, a commander in
KSP’s Drug Enforcement/Special
Investigations branch, said there
is a difference between an active
and an inactive meth lab but that
KSP responds every time chemi-
cals are found, whether active or
inactive.

“Our policy, so to say, is that
we respond to all meth labs,
whether they’re active or inac-
tive. There is a little bit of dif-
ferentiation,” Feltner said. “...
The fact is you’ve got chemicals
that are boiling, something that
is in the process of actually
making meth. An inactive lab
would be chemicals — chemi-
cal leave over, spill over —
something of that nature.”

Asked about the call made

by Miles and Hall on Jan. 29,
Feltner said the trooper who
answered the fish and wildlife
officer’s questions was told by
that officer, who was on the site,
that there were no chemicals
left in the bottles.

“What I’ve found out is that
evidently the fish and wildlife
officer that went out there to
check that stuff to make sure
there were no chemicals or any-
thing else (found) there was
nothing left over. To my under-
standing — obviously I didn’t go
out there and check it myself
(at the time) — that there was
nothing left in (those contain-
ers),” Feltner said. “Therefore,
that puts it over not really a
meth lab at all — it’s not active
or inactive — it’d be trash.”

Feltner said KSP “absolute-
ly” responds to any call where
chemicals are found, because
they are hazardous and can be
highly volatile, especially when
active.

“Maybe the story got twisted
somewhere in between, but my
guy who I talked to, who actual-
ly took the phone call, said he
asked if there was nothing in
(the containers),” Feltner said.

Feltner was concerned that
there was disagreement about
whether chemicals were pres-
ent among the other debris
found by Miles and Hall, and he
said he would inquire further
into the matter.

“We need to figure out where
the disconnect was, because we
need to know if there’s chemi-
cals and other things there that
need to be cleaned up,” Feltner
said. “Because that’s obviously a
big hazard that needs to be
dealt with.”

Miles said the day after he
and Hall found the meth-lab
remnants, their goal was to get
it cleaned up, even if they had to
do it themselves. In the nearly
two weeks since he and Hall
first attempted to report it,

Miles said he had tried to con-
tact other agencies, including
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), and felt he “got
the runaround” by all of them.

Miles said Tuesday that he
and Hall had returned to the
site over the weekend to collect
everything, and put the items in
biohazard and sharps contain-
ers. He said they planned to
take the containers to the
Jessamine County Sheriff’s
Office on Wednesday.

“Because I don’t want to
throw it away in the trash,”
Miles said. “I mean, I don’t
know, I just feel like that’s not
the proper place for that.”

Miles said they were con-
cerned about transporting the
items in their personal cars
because they had been warned
about the possibility of being
pulled over in possession of the
remnants of a meth lab. Feltner
also said it would not be an
ideal situation to have to

explain during a traffic stop.
Aside from the chemicals,

the thing that worried Miles and
Hall the most about leaving the
debris the way they found it was
the five open, used hypodermic
needles. KSP Post 7 trooper
Robert Purdy said state troop-
ers don’t have a way to dispose
of sharps with them when they
respond to a call.

Feltner said it would also be
difficult for troopers to respond
to every call about needles
because there are a lot of fac-
tors to consider. He said needles
can be dangerous because of the
potential for hepatitis and other
diseases but that there are also
scenarios such as the needle
belonging to a diabetic adult.

“There’s just so many scenar-
ios, but we don’t really respond
to those a lot, unless of course
there’s some criminal activity
attached to it,” Feltner said.

Miles said he and Hall had
shared a post and pictures
about their experience on
Facebook and 65 people had
shared it from his page alone.
He said he also had a response
from the fish and wildlife
Facebook page.

“The Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources ended up
seeing the posts that we had
been spreading across
Facebook and they replied via
that post,” Miles said. “... They
had said, ‘Thanks for contacting
us about this. Our local conser-
vation officers will work with
other applicable law enforce-
ment agencies to see what can
be done and follow up on it.’”

Miles said he and Hall don’t
just want the meth-lab rem-
nants cleaned up; they want
people in the community to be
aware of their experience trying
to get it removed, and the
impact of leaving similar poten-
tially dangerous debris in the
environment.

“I know as a kid growing up
in Kentucky, all I did was run
around by the river with no
shoes on,” Miles said.

PHOTO BY ROSALIND ESSIG/RESSIG@JESSAMINEJOURNAL.COM
A soda bottle filled with meth runoff and a liquid-fire container sat on the banks of the Kentucky River in
Jessamine County on Jan. 30, a day after hikers Jon Hall and Benjamin Miles found the remnants of a meth lab.
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