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Schertz police are on the lookout for distracted drivers texting or talking on their cellphenes. During a summar
grace period officers only issued warnings, but the Sickets — and hefty fines — start in samast Sept 14 Phate
by Rudy B Ornelas
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The law. which City Coungil

— awdopted June 16 in a -2 vote, focuses

on drivers who appear distracted while

Video explaining
new law is online

by EDOMOND ORTIZ

using a cellphone or other [l(l".q"'-
electronic device. It is similar to
regulations in other Texas cities

Mayor Michael Carpenter said

public safety is always a top priority

CHERTZ — Some city vos
leaders includinq the added he has dithiculty determining
mayor are questioning whether texting or cellphone use is any
the overall effectiveness of
a new hands-free ordinance

meant \ v 0 s ud et .

ty leaders. However, Carpenter

worse of a problem than other torms

of distracted dniv NG, stich as motorists
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cating or reading behind the wheel
“The scholarly research just isn't good!
Carpenter said. “Some places (which)
have passed this Kind of law have seen
1l to no decrease. Other places say
they have seen a decrease, but really, the
research out there s inconclusive ”
Carpenter added for the rule to be
truly etfective, all comceivable distructed
deving varations should e covered
Ulnder the Taw, o potice olficer may
pall over o motorst swer ving or Sowimg
down wehide using o digital device Divvers
holding & cellphaone so an car or exting
while steering coulid wlve fuce a cltution
I some cases, police off cials
sadd & e warning should suMice
Bt Bees can reach up to $200
Othcers will start giving bickets Sept 14
after allowing o two month grace perod
O s suid no shge epasocle spurred
Schertr o join Hniversa Uity Convernss
Helotes, San Antosio, Austin and several
her muricipalities le VY some type of
prohibition on cellphone use while driving
Cibolo offcials last year discussed
enncting o siimbar ordinance, but havent
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& & WEVE PUT OUR PUBLIC LAW-ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS IN A POSITION TO DEFEND THIS ORDINANCE.
I'M SURE SOME PEOPLE WILL CHALLENGE IT. 77

CEDRIC FOWARDS, SCWERTZ COUNCUMAY

Schertes decree doesn't requine a
handheld devace b bse aMixed 1o 2 veluck
EXCEPlWhen used as 2 navigation system
Lty deivers are allowed 10 employ
Hlaetooth or OnSMar technaligy

Polsce Chiet Michae! Huansen tied
to allay concerns alsout the then
proposed ordinance gomg mto the
fune 16 councy’ meeting by vel g
how halding a phooe hinders o drver’s
peripheral view and shows the ability
o respond quackly with both hands

Hansen also told comnacil members
Lhe edsct s designed 1o increas ;‘ul~ "
pwareniess and create an atmosphere
where motonists yoluntanly obey

“The Police Department stands
by the ordimance We'ne wiking
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MHANDS FREE continues "0.”. 14 wway coarclmen Cedrne Fdwards and
Daryl John, who voted agunst the law
A Jv npured Both sasd of the ordmance were to be
u naed effective, it should cover a vanety of
sand b distractions. The city now bears the
ImZ W burden of proof, Fdwards added
LIve - We've put our publiic law
enforcement officersin a position to
Ak of defend this ordmance I'm sure some
ae AVIO " people will challenge " Edwards added
. . g o g hiight The councilman also fears saome
ving UL e Thas s sinp iy & new solree
Wwared of ety revenue Interstute V5 one
' ' of the most heavily truve led roads
' d | that m Texas, rans tirough Schertz
. tm Coanan acknneledyed the cny
s b peiple s eV r proges bedd Bow mach
! h | Tust i hoes it cond collect
¢ r oy Tohn sand the ordmarce
b 4 J ) e adde joesn t address the overul
N 7] Iistracted drving problem
thae wait I cannot see the dference between
fling on the phone in the car, and
ey LA tliing with apother person in the e
e Xt campagr wosmd T ined 1o push for o more
' £ age ™ comprehensive distracted drving
" » T t " Forw sand ordicance that exclw v\ltllnu.-n
N s, and the phoee. but that dide’t happen’
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