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JROTC continues from pg. 01

UIW official calls
plan a ‘win-win’

by EDMOND ORTIZ ————

recently reached

agreement could help

strengthen the JROTC
program in the Alamo Heights
Independent School District,
and stan Il!llll.:'xl',' pPrograms at two
nearby prnivate high schools

The memorandum of understanding,
approved by the AHISD board in June,
allows 30 students from Incarnate Word
and St Anthony high schools to take
part in the Alamo Heights High School
IROTC program, starting this fall

We had been looking for an
opportunity like this," said Dan Ochoa
dean of preparatory programs at the
University of the Incarnate Word,
which has a role in overseelng programs
at the Catholic private schools,

A minimum of 100 cadets in grades

ninth through 1 2th, organized into a chain

of command, make up a JROTC unit,
according to Army requirements. JROTC
members focus on developing traits such
as citizenship, leadership, social and
communication skills, physical htness
and wellness, geography and civics.
Students from Incarnate Word
and St. Anthony may participate at
no additional cost. All uniforms and
equipment are also provided for free.
Frank Alfaro, AHISD'S assistant
superintendent for secondary education,
explained that in recent school years
the district’s JROTC program has
had difficulty meeting that minimam
requirement. Alamo Height's lone high
school recorded an enrollment of 1,549
during the 2013-201 4 academic year.
Alfaro also said the Army's “number
seems a bit arbitrary to begin with, 10
percent of the population or at least 100
students.” He added that while most
other extracurricular activities offered
by AHISD begin as early as elementary
school, JROTC is at a disadvantage because
it doesnt start until a student arrives at
high school. District enrollment numbers
more than 4,700 students overall
‘Given that wide variety of
opportunities, few students have the
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was operating its | ROYTC program
imvolving students froms & neardy
KIPP Academy campus But whe= the
phrrsical campus was rebocated, it was
harder Sor KIPP students Iving o the

area tn get to Alamo H

sights High to

continue with the JROTC program
So AHISD turned its atteation %o
Incarsate Word and St Asshoay, both
of which are part of the Unwversty
of the Imcarnate Word’s Brainpower
Connection. Hoth Campases are just
south of the AHISD bowsdiry line
A¥aro saad that, s of carly [uly, more
than 82 students enrolling at Alamo
Heights High this coming academic
year have sgned up for JROTC
As part of the agreement, AHISD
will continue 2o employ JROTC
instructors and provide mectisg
apace for rdated activitios, amuong
other responsbibties In return,
Incarnate Word and $1. Anthony
will pay AHISD £4,000 ather in cne
lump sum due Seps. 1,01 in two eqmal
installments due Sept_ 1 and [an 15
The Currest igrecmsent is good
for the 200516 academic year, with
all campuses haming the opeion
10 remew for am extra year
Incarnise Word asd St
Anthony sl will B¢ raponsible
for tramspoctiog their students 10
and froes Alimo Heighns High.
"How exactly that will leck Eke, o
up to those schools” Alfaro added
Extracurcicular oppoctuninies
include participation us these teams
academics and kadenship, cvber patrot,
cobor guard, dnll, rifle/ markssanship,
phepsical Mtness and raiders
Teamns commpete at local, regional,
state amd matromal competitnes. Alamo
Heghts' cobor gward team, the Mubettes,
are seven -tuse mutionad chies pions
UIW officuals saad St Anthony a=d
Incarmate Word are mot big emough
10 mitiate and maintaa a long-term
IROTC pregram. St Anthony's student
enrollment bas numbered dightly more
than 20 in recent vears, while Incarmate
Word has mece thas | 200 studests
Whil: there w no militazy cbligation
for those takimg part in [ROTC,
oficials ot LIW said their Bralnpower
Connection studests new have o hance
1o expasd apen the abilitses a=d qualitses
instilbed in JROTC unit members,
“This is a deeper bevel wish
opporiunstios to fusther devdop
badership akills for young people” said
Ochon, the LITW dean. "I these skills
thar celleges or military academics
keck for in 2 preopective stadem”
Ochoa alwn described the
art HISID a5 2 “wim
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