With its secluded garden setting and refined
atmosphere it’s easy to see why any business
traveler would elect to stay at the Four Seasons

Hotel Los Angeles at Beverly Hills

Well sicuated on the edge of Beverly Hills, beyond towering
green hedges that linc quict Doheny Drive, the Four Seasons Los
Angeles Horl is an oasis of calm in a city that while enchanting,
can also be hyseerically paced.

“The firse thing that grects you in the gilded entrance are flow-
ers: an explosion of white lilcs in che lobby during our visi, fol-
lowed by another as in the clevator foyer. Green-
ery abounds at the Four Scasons L.A., from the thick foliage
chat hides the hotal from pedastrians to the palms that shade the
ground floor garden out back, with its petite fountains and Henry
Moore stacuc.

“The public spaces here are not huge. Rather they are clegant
and richly appointed in European furnishings. The library room
off the garden has a fircplace and French tapestries; the bar is a
scrics of three rooms leading to the hotel signaure Gardens res-
taurant, with walls decorated by large lithographs of monkeys,its
tables accented by vases of white orchids.

n th R loor is a sufficiently
ed pool, surrounded by pint-sized lemon trecs, Rowering shrub-
bery, a Jacuzzi and privace poolside cabanas. The fecling is miles
from busy L.A. Here too is the outdoor fitness centar replete
with canopy for that rare rainy day, as well as a world class-staffed
spa complete with stcam, sauna and California-inspired spa treac-
ments - Margarita body scrub or airbrush tan anyonez

 hotel offers complimentary limousine service, available
by request, for delivery to shops on nearby Rodco [
casc aquick drop-offfor brunch at Toast, the happening bre:
spot on Wese Third. The Mercedes was pleasant, the Rolls superb.
Conceivably more important to the business traveler arc the com-
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fortable and well-appointed guestrooms,cach one featuring a pi
vate-balcony with speceacular hillide views. Rooms also include
an ample sized exceutive work desk, high-specd Internct access,
minibar, TVs - onc in the bedroom and one in the marble bath-
room (which also sports a separate dres od docking
station and VCRs. The CD player comes |rh a few universal se-
lections already waiting, in our casc
Dining options are morc than adequate. The Gardens res-
taurant, with indoor or outdoor scating, has an inventive Al
can/Asian menu; entrecs are scafood heavy, with such intriguing
dishes as Chilean sca bass with Indian qmcd cabbage, Moroccan
dlobster and black cod d tamarind
Ifyou're commitced to sticking with that healthy California
le. ..mh ingbeasthe masive i obb sl with chicken,
dbluc cheese, tomato, ¢ d buttermilk

rnch dresing

“And finsly, we muse confssthat although serously pressed
for time, we did manage to make an appearance at the hotel bar,
having been tipped off that it is the hush-hush favorite of Hol-
Iywoods hippest. It was standing room only at chis lobby-level
hotspor, 50 we were instantly elbow-to-clbow with celebritcs,
on-to-be stars and other assorted movers and shakers. The only
trouble was... we didn't recognize anyone. A minor disappoint-
ment that a perfectly chilled vodka Martini with threc stubby ol-

g

ives helped us quickly forger.




