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n America everyone is 
Irish on St Patrick’s Day, 
but that doesn’t mean 
they can join in that 
most iconic of celebra-

tions – the annual parade in 
New York City.
2015 marks the second year 
that city council members are 
boycotting the St Patrick’s Day 
procession over the contin-
ued exclusion of gay groups. 
While hundreds of thousands 
of New Yorkers will be lining 
Fi� h Avenue on March 17 
to celebrate their heritage, a 
few groups will be protesting 
amid the cheering, as march-
ing bands, police o�  cers, � re 
� ghters and green-sashed Hi-
bernians pass by.
� e recent concession by or-
ganisers to let a gay group 
- employed by the channel 
which televises the parade - 
take part has not led to the 
li� ing of the boycott, or an 
end to the planned protests. 
It has, however, prompted the 
return of Guinness as a spon-
sor. It is also not known yet 
whether Mayor Bill de Blasio 
will turn up, following his sig-

ni� cant no-show last year. 
Of course, it’s not just divi-
sions over gay groups par-
ticipating that is threatening 
to rain on the parade. Pro-
life groups are also making 
noises over their 

exclusion, while members of 
the PSNI have pulled out af-
ter their � rst appearance last 
year. Unionists back on the 
Emerald Isle had objected to 
PSNI o�  cers marching close 
to a banner which demanded 
‘England get out of Ireland’. 
Hardliner Martin Galvin, 
a former head of the group 
NORAID which collected 
funds in the States for the re-
publican movement and an 
outspoken critic of the Good 
Friday Agreement, has also 
been appointed as an aide 
to the parade’s Grand Mar-
shal for 2015. � is prompted 
a letter to PSNI top brass by 
North Antrim MLA Jim Al-
lister, who said having o�  cers 
march behind such a � gure 
was “ridiculous”.

Much has been made of those 
who won’t be tramping the 
streets of New York in honour 
of Ireland’s patron saint, but 
what of those who de� nitely 
will be marching? Among 
them is Ancient Order of 
Hibernians spokesman John 
O’Connell, who has been at-
tending for 60 years, and who 
� rst took part at the age of 
� ve. 

“If you ask the organisers, 
they would say it is a celebra-
tion of Irish heritage, culture 
and faith. � at’s the beauty 
of the parade. � at’s why so 

many people 
in the AOH, 
the Knights 
of Colum-
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Traditional: � e familiar sight of marching bands who walk through New York every March 17

bus, and the County Antrim 
Society love to march.”
When asked about the boy-
cotts, Mr O’Connell remained 
tight-lipped. � e AOH - a 
staunch Roman Catholic 
fraternity - strictly enforced 
a ban on gay groups partici-
pating when it organised the 
parade as a “religious proces-
sion” until the mid-nineties. 
Although the group no longer 
oversee the celebrations o�  -
cially, a volunteer committee 
that now does has strong links 
to the AOH, meaning the gay 
ban still stands, 
and Mar-
tin Gal-
vin will 

still be among the 14 aides to 
the Grand Marshal, who this 
year will be the Archbishop of 
New York Timothy Dolan.

Under Cardinal Dolan’s 
watch, Irish gay and pro-life 
groups have been told that 
once again, there is no room 
le�  in the parade for them. 
� is is the same 
excuse 

the AOH used in 1991 be-
fore New York’s � rst African-
American mayor extended 
the parade to let a group of 
gay Irishmen and women 
march upon the invitation of 
a more progressive group of 
Hibernians.
� e bottles and insults hurled 
that day can still be felt 22 
years later for some within 
t h e gay Irish 

Amer ican 
c o m m u -
nity. 
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g r o u p 
said we would never do that 
again. We would never, ever 
be ready to march without 
a banner,” said John Francis 
Mulligan who is a member 
of Irish Queers, a lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) group which will be 
protesting as usual.
John, who was born to Irish 
parents, attended primary 
school in Northern Ireland 
and used to march in New 
York as part of the County 
Tyrone and Dublin Societies. 
St Patrick’s Day parades else-
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w h e r e 
in America, including a 
gay-friendly ‘St Pat’s for All’ 
march in the NYC borough 
of Queens, actively seek the 
participation of the margin-
alised groups, but Boston and 
New York are “hold out cities” 
where the Catholic Church is 
still “entrenched”, said Mul-
ligan. 
“LGBT Irish Americans have 
every right to march in a pa-
rade celebrating Irish heritage 
like everybody else,” he con-
tinued. 
“Everyone knows this is not 
a Catholic procession. People 

don’t go around saying, ‘Kiss 
me I’m Catholic!’ People are 
not wearing rosary beads. 
� is is a parade that celebrates 
Irishness.”

� e inclusion of a corporate 
gay group is a “backroom 
deal” to lure back lost spon-
sors, he added.
 “� e issue has always 

been not 
being clos-
eted. We’re 
lesbians and 
gay men; 
and we 
have a right 
to identify 
that just 
like every-
body else 
in the pa-
rade. � ey 
were hop-
ing that 
they could 
i n c l u d e 
them and 
that they 
would be 
the good 
gays or 
p e o p l e 
who they 
could ap-
point that 
wouldn’t 
a s s e r t 
t h e i r 
Irishness 

or their 
identity and the issue would 
be over. Everyone could see 
right through that.”
For Irish Queers and other 
groups, the boycott would 
end the second one of them is 
allowed to march under their 
own banner, Mulligan claims.
“� e solution is so simple, 
it’s unbelievable. It’s one ban-
ner with a few words on it, to 
identify and walk behind. It’s 
not letting everyone in and 
it’s not changing the tenor of 
the parade, it’s not making it a 
Gay Pride parade.”

ADDICTION

Gambler’s apology from prison cell

A former accountant jailed 
for stealing hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds while in the 
grip of a gambling addiction 
has taken to the radio waves 
from his prison cell to say 
sorry.
Victims of Loughgiel’s De-
clan McGarry include cli-
ents he worked for, friends, 
and the Inland Revenue. � e 
32-year-old used his ill-got-
ten gains to fund a chronic 
gambling habit that saw him 
blow millions of pounds dur-
ing his 20s. He is serving an 
18-month sentence at Magil-
ligan Prison, but spoke to the 
BBC last week to apologise to 
those he ripped o� , saying it 
was “a horrible thing to do”.
“It’s just mindboggling look-
ing back at it, the dirty tricks 
that you exposed yourself to,” 
he told Radio Ulster.
“Out of addiction, I’m a de-
cent human being, but in ad-
diction I would have done an-
ything for money. Five years 
ago if I’d heard somebody 
who was in my position, I 
would have said, ‘it serves you 
right’, but the mental torture 
that somebody goes through 

in my situation, being in it, I 
wouldn’t wish it on my worst 
enemy. I certainly hope that at 
some stage I’m able to say, I’m 
sorry - that’s all I can say, not 
to let it happen again.”

McGarry’s bankruptcy means 
he will struggle to repay his 
victims, and revealed his ad-
diction and sentence “de-
stroyed” his wife and parents. 
Describing the extent of his 
vice, which he says he has 
beat for the time being, Mc-
Garry said the biggest sum he 
ever lost in one bet on a horse 
was £216,000.
“Two minutes a� er the race, 
the buzz is gone. � ere’s as 

much of a buzz about the horse 
running and getting beaten as 
there is in winning, because 
that’s what you live for - you 
live for the adrenaline,” he said.
“Two days a� er, it’s a complete 
nightmare because you realise 
you’ve spent somebody else’s 
money.” In a warning to fellow 

gamblers, he said the prison 
contained people who had also 
been banged up for o� ences 
linked to their habit.
“It’s a similar story of heart-
break, sad tales, big losses and 
ultimately jail, lost families 
and lost lives - that’s where it 
takes you,” he added.
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would have 
done anything 
for money

‘Super council’ elects 
Mayor and Deputy

POLITICS

One of Co Antrim’s new 
‘super councils’ has elected its 
� rst ever mayoral team.
Antrim and Newtownabbey 
District Council, which takes 
power on April 1, named 
DUP Councillor � omas 
Hogg as Mayor, while Alli-
ance councillor John Blair 
was elected as Deputy Mayor.
However, the pair will not 
formally take on the titles 
until the new council of-
� cially accepts the status 
of ‘borough’. � e local 
authority replaces 
Antrim and New-
townabbey Borough 
Councils as part 
of the reshaping of 
local government 
which will see the 
creation of neighbour-
ing Mid and East 
Antrim District 

Council, and in north Antrim 
the Causeway Coast and 
Glens District Council.
Speaking about his new role, 
Councillor Hogg said: “It is 
a great honour and a great 
challenge in what is regarded 
to be an exciting time for lo-
cal government.”
His deputy, Cllr Blair said: 
“� ere will be many di�  cult 
issues that we will face during 
the � rst year of the new super 
council, but I hope that coun-
cillors from all parties will 
work together for the bene� t 
of the ratepayers. With new 

community and plan-
ning powers, and 

councillors will 
have a greater 

level of re-
sponsibility 
and a duty 
to pro-
vide better 
engagement 
and commu-

nication with 
the community 

to deliver better 
results.” 
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