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Editor’s Note 

I
t seems ludicrous now, but cast your mind 
back to 2008 and the launch of Art HK 
and you may recall there was debate as to 
whether Hong Kong could actually sustain 

an international art fair. Was there enough 
interest in art locally? Could the big guns of the 
art world be lured to Asia from their citadels in 
New York, London and Basel? Fast-forward 
seven years and those questions have been 
well and truly answered as we gear up for the 
all-encompassing annual festival of art that 
consumes our calendars this month.

Since officially taking over from Art HK in 
2013—and in so doing rubber-stamping Hong 
Kong as a bona fide global art hub—Art Basel 
has elevated matters to a new stratosphere, 
not only as a world-class fair in its own right but 
as the honey pot that has attracted a growing 
swarm of blue-chip galleries, collectors and 
other major players in the art world. After a 
confident start in years one and two, the third 
edition sees Art Basel in Hong Kong really hitting 
its stride with the kind of swagger that one 
expects from the biggest name in the art game. 
With a change of dates (from May to March) and 
a change of fair director (Adeline Ooi stepping 
up from her role as VIP relations manager for 
Southeast Asia to fill the sizable shoes of the 
long-standing incumbent Magnus Renfrew), 
there’s a temptation to see 2015 as the dawn of 
a new era for the fair—and for the Hong Kong 
art scene too, as new satellite fair Art Central 
brings an extra dimension to Art Week and the 
gallery districts of Chai Wan, Wong Chuk Hang 
and Central/Sheung Wan up their game with a 
host of new shows and open nights.

With so much going on, it’s a challenge to 
keep on top of it all, which is why we asked four 
of the most well-informed personalities in Hong 

Kong’s art scene—Claire Hsu, Lars Nittve, 
Mimi Brown and William Zhao—to give us their 
insights and a peek at their jam-packed Art 
Week itineraries (p4). We’ve also cast our eye 
over all the shows (p16), satellite events (p18), 
parties (p14) and, of course, Art Basel itself 
(p2) to bring you a curated guide to enjoying 
everything that’s happening in and around the 
fair—because making the most of Art Week is 
an art in itself.

Paul Kay
Editor

CONtENtS
Introduction to Art Basel in Hong Kong 2015  2

Insider Itineraries        4

Talks & Tours            12

VIP Parties     14

Commercial Galleries & Other Exhibitions         16

Satellite Fairs & Events               18

Art-inspired Dining & Artwork Credits                                                                20

HONg KONg tAtLER guIdE tO ARt BASEL 2015 1

Writer/Researcher: Natasha Kaye Whiffin  Illustrations by Nazri Razak

P
or

tr
ai

t: 
Id

al
in

a 
S

ilv
a



Back for its third edition, Art Basel in Hong Kong is 
showing that it really means business. Here is everything 
you need to know about the fair that’s on everyone’s lips

Fair Game

When Art Basel announced 
that it was moving the Hong 
Kong fair from its traditional 
May slot to March, the 
industry gossip mill went 
into overdrive. Situating the 
fair at a more art-calendar-
friendly midpoint between 
Art Basel in Miami Beach in 
December and the original 
Art Basel in June was cited 
as a contributing factor, while 
some speculated the change 
was partially motivated by 
a desire to get ahead of the 
growing Art Dubai fair, which 
takes place in late March, 
thus encouraging collectors to 

empty their pockets in Hong 
Kong first. 

Whatever the 
reason, March is 
now the new home 
for Hong Kong’s 
Art Week, which 

brings with it the added 
bonus of avoiding May’s 
humidity—a welcome relief 
for those of us who’ve spent 
the last few years sweating 
it out at poolside parties and 
warehouse pop-up shows.

In addition to the new place 
in the calendar—and a change 
of fair director with Adeline Ooi 
replacing the Bonhams-bound 
Magnus Renfrew—Art Basel 
has also changed the days 
on which the fair takes place, 
moving from the established 
Wednesday-Sunday format to 
Friday-Tuesday. As a knock-
on effect, all the other events 
and shows around town that 
seek to draw on the Basel 
crowd have shifted their 
own schedules accordingly, 
meaning that Art Week now 
extends for eight days, from 
Tuesday March 10 to Tuesday 
March 17.

This year’s fair sees 233 
galleries from 37 countries 
showing works by around 
3,000 artists, and once again 
takes place over two floors at 
the Hong Kong Convention 
and Exhibition Centre in Wan 
Chai. Knowing where to start 
is often the hardest part, but 
to help you navigate your 
way through the maze, the 
attractions are divided into 
four main sections—Galleries, 

Kantor, the executive director 
of Artspace in Sydney. You 
literally can’t miss these 
fair landmarks as they tend 
to tower above everything 
else. This year they include 
exciting new works by artists 
such as Hong Kong’s João 
Vasco Paiva, Chinese artist Xu 
Longsen, Indonesian artist Eko 
Nugroho and Korean painter 
and sculptor Lee Ufan.

INSIGHTS
Also back again this year is the 
Insights sector, which features 
specific solo or duo shows 
of new works by artists from 
34 galleries based in the Asia 
or Asia-Pacific region. This 
includes leading London- and 
Hong Kong-based gallery 
Rossi and Rossi, whose 
programme under the direction 
of Fabio Rossi champions work 
by Asian artists. Rossi and 

Rossi will exhibit pieces by 
Cambodian artist Leang 
Seckon that offer intimate 
narratives of his memories 
of the civil war. Also notable 

in this sector is TKG+ from 
Taiwan, which bring works by 
multimedia artist Charwei Tsai, 
Athr Gallery from Saudi Arabia, 
which shows photographic 
works by Ahmed Mater, and 
Delhi-based Gallery Nature 
Morte, which will feature 
works by leading Indian artist 
Subodh Gupta.

DISCOVERIES 
Supporting artists 
in the early stages 
of their careers, the 
Discoveries section is 
the place to uncover 
the next big things 
before they launch 
into a wider orbit. This 
year the sector will include 

Art overload can befall even the keenest of culture 
mavens, but thankfully there is no shortage of 
lounges where Art Basel VIPs can recharge their 
batteries or hold quick meetings before heading once 
more unto the breach. But more than just spots for 

downtime, the lounges are bona fide attractions in 
their own right. 

At the Davidoff Lounge, which can 
be found upstairs in the Collectors 
Lounge area, guests can make use of an 
interactive screen that connects to the five 
Davidoff Art Initiative artists-in-residence 

currently based in the brand’s studios in the 
Dominican Republic. As well as being able to watch 

the five artists’ creative processes unfold, there is also 
the opportunity to get a first look at the brand’s new 
luxury humidor cigar boxes, designed in collaboration 
with French artist Lison de Caunes.

Also in the Collectors Lounge, Audemars 
Piguet continues its tradition of creating innovative 
stands at Art Basel with Mineral Lab, a concept from 
the mind of French designer Mathieu Lehanneur that 
apparently changes like the seasons, while the watch 
brand will also unveil a living wall commission and 
sound work by another talented Frenchman, artist 
Alexandre Joly.

On the level one concourse, the Swire 
Properties Lounge features an installation 
art piece called Ephemera. Designed by Eric 
Schuldenfrei and Marisa Yiu, founding 
partners of architecture studio 
ESKYIU, the installation takes the 
form of an abstract contemporary 
arcade and is inspired by the work of 
cultural critic Water Benjamin.

As one might expect from the fair’s 
lead sponsor, however, the UBS Lounge is 
the most exclusive of them all, and perhaps 
the one likely to garner the most attention. 
Bringing together a selection of artworks from 
the Swiss financial giant’s remarkable art collection, 
the lounge will be adorned by seminal works from 
international artists such as David Hockney, Andy 
Warhol, and Gilbert and George, as well as works by 
Hong Kong’s Wilson Shieh, the mainland’s Liu Wei 
and Korean artist Haegue Yang, a personal favourite 
of UBS’ Asia-Pacific CEO Chi-Won Yoon.
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LOUNGE ACTS

Encounters, 
Insights and 
Discoveries—
while there are also sectors 
devoted to Film and Magazines 
outside the main fair space.

GALLERIES 
The largest section of the 
fair features 179 of the 
world’s leading modern and 
contemporary art galleries, 
including the likes of Gagosian 
and White Cube. Notable new 
international galleries exhibiting 
for the first time include Eleven 
Rivington (New York), Herald 
Street (London) and Night 
Gallery (Los Angeles), while 
among the new exhibitors 
from Asia are am space (Hong 
Kong), Shrine Empire (Delhi) 
and Taiwan’s Liang Gallery and 
Michael Ku Gallery.

ENCOUNTERS 
Scattered around the fair and 
comprising the Encounters 
section are large-scale 
installations commissioned 
by Art Basel and curated 
by Australia’s Alexie Glass-

works by two hotly tipped 
young Hong Kong artists, 
Samson Young (am space) 
and Trevor Yeung (Blindspot 
Gallery). Artists in this section 
of the fair can also apply for 
the BMW Art Journey Award, 
a newly launched initiative 
that will provide one emerging 
artist the opportunity to travel 
to a destination of their choice 
and to transport their studio 
anywhere in the world. 

FILM
In addition to the fair’s 
four main sectors, the Film 
programme returns for its 
second year. Overseen by 
respected writer, curator, 
producer and artist Li 
Zhenhua, who also curated 
the Film sector in 2014, 
the programme features 
38 works by 36 artists built 
around seven themes. 
Featured highlights include 
the premieres of new films 
by Chen Tianzhuo, Lu Yang 
and Song Kun, video works 
by Yu Cheng-ta, Cheng Ran 
and Yan Xing, and works from 
the 1960s and ’70s by Marina 
Abramovic and Michael Craig-
Martin. All films screen at the 
agnès b. Cinema at the  
Hong Kong Arts Centre from 
March 14-17.  
 
For a full programme and more 
information on Art Basel in Hong 
Kong, see artbasel.com

Private view

Friday March 13
6pm-9pm

Saturday March 14
noon-4pm

Sunday March 15 
noon-1pm

verniSSage

Saturday March 14
4pm-9pm

Public DayS

Sunday March 15
1pm-8pm

Monday March 16
noon-8pm

tuesday March 17
noon-5pm

venue & ticketing

Hong Kong Convention & 
Exhibition Centre, 1 Expo 
Drive, Wan Chai, 2582 8888.
Tickets: 3128 8288, 
hkticketing.com 

ART BASEL 
OPENING HOURS

Comfort Blanket by Grayson Perry (above); World Born by Leang Seckon (right)

Breast Stupa Topiary by Pinaree Sanpitak

Audemars Piguet’s lounge is designed by Mathieu Lehanneur



For the co-founder and director of the Asia Art Archive, Art Basel 
is a great time to welcome friends old and new—although the 
most intriguing moments often happen behind the scenes

Hong Kong TATler guide To ArT BAsel 2015

Claire Hsu

Art fairs... attract a specific 
tribe of the global art set, and 
Art Basel brings a lot of friends 
to town. The network in this 
region is very much built on 
these friendships and it’s a 
great time to catch up. it’s also 
a chance to support our friends 
locally who have engaging 
programmes during the fair. i’m 
really looking forward to seeing 
spring Workshop’s exhibition 
around the idea of stillness and 
the opening of Para site’s new 
space with a show co-curated 
by AAA researcher Anthony 
Yung. Then there is M+’s 
exhibition of moving image 
works curated by Yung Ma. 

It is all about timing... There 
was a fair in the 1990s but 
the city just wasn’t ready. Art 
HK and Art Basel got it down 
to a T. Art is the new luxury 
and there is an ever-growing 
interest to understand it and 

own it. As the educational 
partner of Art HK for five years, 
we used to organise the talks 
programme. Art Basel has its 
own talks programme so now 
we focus on our booth, which 
for the third year running hosts 
open Platform. We offer our 
booth as a way to connect to a 
wider network and community 
by hosting “meetings without 
walls”—to discuss existing 
projects, catalyse new ones 
and bring to light some of the 
key enquiries in the art world 
today. This year’s booth is 
designed around the notion of 
a Plato-inspired arena. 

At the Asia Art Archive… we 
have Excessive Enthusiasm, 
an exhibition from Ha Bik 
Chuen’s archive curated by 
AAA researcher Michelle Wong 
[see below]. on March 15, we 
host our annual brunch and 
welcome Mexican-born, new 

York-based artist, educator 
and cartoonist Pablo Helguera 
as our guest of honour. 

My favourite part of Art 
Basel... is walking around 
during set-up and seeing the 
works getting undressed from 
their crates and bubble wrap 
before they are sent out to 
perform. We all know that art 
fairs are problematic ways 
to view art, yet at the same 
time there is always that hope 
of an unexpected discovery 
that stops you in your tracks. 
While i am looking forward to 
seeing the discoveries and 
encounters sections, with 
local favourites like Trevor 
Yeung and João Vasco 
Paiva, i have also enjoyed 
discovering the works of 
Brazilian modernists and other 
works by older artists that do 
not make it to Hong Kong’s 
shores the rest of the year. 

I wear a lot of different 
hats... but what ties the 
various roles i play together 
is a constant hunger to find 
alternative ways to view 
the world then share these 
multiple lenses publicly. i 
believe art is the form that 
offers the most possibilities 
to do this—whether political, 
poetic, polemic, provocative, 
pleasing… (that’s a lot of p’s 
but you get the picture). That’s 
why whether as the director of 
AAA, a committee member of 
M+ or a Young global leader 
of the World economic Forum, 
i am interested in contributing 
to building new knowledge 
infrastructures and intervening 
in those that we have been 
brought up to accept as truth. 
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thu

12

fri

13

sat

14

mon

16

sun

15

tue

17

Open Excessive 
Enthusiasm exhibition at 
AAA, then head to HKCEC 
to set up our Open 
Platform booth. Plan to 
get an early night

Meet with friends coming 
into town, Mobile M+ 
opening in Causeway 
Bay, visit Central galley 
openings and K11 
exhibition then dinner

Talk and lunch for AAA 
patrons, meet with invited 
speaker Pablo Helguera, 
followed by Art Central 
and Art Basel previews

Spend morning in the 
Discoveries section and 
meet with other judges 
to discuss BMW Art 
Journey winner. Quick 
foot massage, then head 
to Chai Wan Mei for party 
curated by MAP Office

Brain fuel day: AAA  
Open Platform meetings 
without walls and Art 
Basel Salon talks

AAA brunch and artist 
talk, visit Para Site’s new 
space and Intelligence 
Squared debate, then 
to Spring Workshop’s 
exhibition and Blindspot 
Clockenflap party

Sleep!

11

wed

ArT WeeK diArY

ExcEssIvE EnthusIAsM: hA BIk chuEn’s 
ArchIvE As PrActIcE  
A rare look inside one man’s quest to document Hong Kong’s  
art history, this show features photographs of art exhibitions in the 
city from the past 50 years as well as seldom-seen artworks and 
sculptures collected by artist and archivist Ha Bik Chuen.  
March 11-May 30. Asia Art Archive, 11/F Hollywood Centre,  
233 Hollywood Rd, Sheung Wan, 2844 1112. www.aaa.org.hk
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The executive director of M+, Hong Kong’s 
forthcoming and much-anticipated museum 
for visual culture, explains why planning 
ahead and a savvy WhatsApp group are  
key to making the most of Art Basel

Lars Nittve

to make the most  
of Art Basel… you have 
to have priorities and plan 
ahead. i look at the floor map 
and get as much information 
as possible in advance, then 
i highlight what i should 
absolutely not miss and note 
down what i want to see—
sometimes this is a specific 
medium or artist that i’m 
interested in. if you don’t do 
this you find yourself at the 
end of the day not having seen 
anything you want to see and 
suddenly you’re a victim of 
the fair’s curated sections. so 
head straight to the specific 
works you want to see and 
then, when you are done with 
your initial look, you can go and 
start browsing.

Last year… i hardly saw the 
fair because i was outside in 
meetings and doing interviews, 
so when i actually had time to 
look at things i went straight to 
the works that my curators had 
highlighted on our WhatsApp 
group. We divide the labour 
between the different M+ 
curatorial teams, so some go 
look at specific genres and 
others at specific mediums. 
A really exciting thing that we 

have again this year is the 
Brown family donation. We 
use this to engage a visiting 
curator, who we team up with 
a member of the M+ curatorial 
team, to go out and spend a 
sum on either one or a number 
of works. 

In building M+… we are 
trying to create a major 
museum in Asia. it has 
become more and more 
clear to me that there really 
hasn’t been a project of 
this magnitude in terms of 
ambition, complexity and scale 
anywhere in the world since 
the creation of the Pompidou 
Centre in 1977. it’s an 
amazing project to be a part of 
and it’s all become rather real 
now that the completion date 
of 2018 has actually been set 
by construction managers.

We’ve realised… it’s time 
to show the different strands 
of what M+ is about and 
what we have already been 
collecting, so this year we 
are focusing Mobile M+ on 
the moving image as part of 
our ongoing pre-museum-
opening programming. it’s 
sort of a three-stage rocket, 
so to speak, with a screening 
programme that we launched 
in February and a two-part 
exhibition opening in March to 
coincide with Art Basel. one of 
the exhibitions will take place 
in Causeway Bay, where we 
will exhibit all aspects of the 
moving image to show the 
scope of what we are looking 
at. This will include film, video, 
digital design and film-related 

images and opens on March 
12. Then on March 15 there 
is a second opening in Cattle 
depot on Kowloon side, which 
is a show of two large-scale 
video works. [See above] 

I’m really looking forward 
to… the duddell’s iCA off-site 
exhibition Hong Kongese, 
which will open during Art 
Week. M+ has loaned a 
work from our recent online 
exhibition Neonsigns.HK, 
which considered the neon 
sign as a slowly disappearing 
visual culture in the city and 
something that is really at the 
heart of Hong Kong’s identity. 
i don’t think anyone could 
have imagined duddell’s 10 
years ago—i think it’s really 
a sign of the shift in people’s 
understanding and openness 
towards contemporary art. The 
space is of course primarily 
a restaurant, but it’s a place 
where you can see cutting-
edge art installations and one 
of the best ink art collections in 
the world while dining on two-
Michelin-star Cantonese food!

fri

13

sat

14

sun

15

Causeway Bay for the 
opening reception of 
our Mobile M+: Moving 
Images show

HKCEC for the private 
view opening of Art 
Basel armed with M+ 
WhatsApp group

Head to Chai Wan 
for the Chai Wan  
Mei nites party

Cattle Depot for another 
Mobile M+: Moving 
Images opening then 
HKCEC for Intelligence 
Squared debate

12

thu

ArT WeeK diArY

MoBILE M+: MovIng IMAgEs
Hong Kong’s long-awaited contemporary art museum continues 
its multi-site exhibition and screening project with two shows 
documenting the medium’s influence in the region during the ’80s 
and ’90s, featuring pieces from the museum’s burgeoning moving 
image collection, including Clara Law’s 1996 film Floating Life.   
March 13-April 26. Midtown POP, Soundwill Plaza II, Causeway Bay.  
March 15-April 26. Cattle Depot Artist Village, To Kwa Wan. 
Screening programme continues until April 19 at Broadway 
Cinematheque, Yau Ma Tei. See westkowloon.hk for full details.
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The founder of non-profit art space spring Workshop reveals why 
her Art Week diary is focused on Hong Kong’s homegrown talents

Mimi Brown

At spring Workshop… we 
start thinking about our Art 
Week show a year ahead of 
time, so our exhibition is the 
fruit of months of dreaming and 
manifesting and enjoying the 
process of creating something 
we find extraordinary. Then 
we spend weeks planning 
the perfect experience for our 
visitors—which includes buying 
lots and lots of wine.

We will open a gentle, 
captivating show called Days 
push off into nights, curated 
by spring’s new incoming 
director, Christina li [see 
below]. My favourite parts are 
elmgreen & dragset’s clutch 
of young men who will be 
writing in their diaries daily—
you can flip through and read 
when they aren’t scribbling!—
extraordinary melting ice 
works by Jewyo rhii, a carpet 
performance by Cevdet erek, 
Magdalen Wong’s slow-
mo tape sculpture and an 
installation by lee Kit, created 

during his quiet residency at 
spring Workshop over Chinese 
new Year. At some point, as 
you wander through the show, 
you will find an occasion to 
sign up to receive a copy of 
a new book project called 
Stationary, which is not for sale 
but only distributed by word 
of mouth. This book, which is 
edited by Heman Chong and 
Christina li, is the love project 
of our past year at spring. 
our terrace will be covered 
by Hong Kong Farm’s soulful 
green installation. Come sing 
to the plants in our recording 
booth! it’s good for the 
plants—and for you.

I can’t wait to… do a lap 
of all the galleries during the 
south island Cultural district 
open night on March 15 
because the neighbourhood 
is really hopping. Then i will 
hit Chai Wan Mei to see our 
sister industrial neighbourhood 
in action. And i won’t miss 

intelligence squared—how 
can a girl not enjoy a debate 
entitled The Art World is A 
Boy’s Club?

I’m also looking forward 
to… the Ha Bik Chuen 
Archive on display at AAA, 
Mobile M+: Moving Images, 
Hong Kong Arts Centre’s 
collectors’ show, João  
Vasco Paiva in encounters, 
and i love to swing by the 
booths of Amna naqvi,  
Mimi gradel, Fabio rossi, 
Katie de Tilly, Zhang Wei  
and Hu Fang, nick simunovic 
and Claudia Albertini.

During Art Week… i enjoy 
the international elements 
that land on our shores, but 
also really cherish that most 
of our local players are out 
in full force. so i tend to 
gravitate towards all of the 
strong plays that Hong Kong’s 
artists, curators, galleries and 
organisations are making. i 
have huge appreciation for 
the people of our city who 
are working hard and making 
wondrous things, so that’s 
where you’ll find me. 

My pet peeve is… the fact 
that there are thousands of 
extraordinary things to look at 
in such a short time. i wish all 
of the artworks and exhibitions 
stayed up for six months so 
we could return repeatedly to 
savour and relax into the work. 
The same feeling happens at 
spring Workshop but in this 
case with people—hundreds 
of wonderful people come 
through the space and there 
isn’t enough time to sit down 
and enjoy ourselves together. 
But c’est la vie…

thu

12

fri

13

sat
14

mon

16

sun
15

tue
17

Putting the finishing 
touches to our Stationary 
book project at Spring, 
then a private dinner with 
friends and artists coming 
in for the fair

Visit Mobile M+: Moving 
Images and the Arts 
Centre’s collectors’ 
show openings; skip the 
wildness in the Pedder 
Building in favour of quiet 
gallery visits after the 
crowds have gone

Art Basel and Art 
Central fair previews, 
Instagramming like a 
maniac, then dinner with 
beloved art friends

Welcome VIP groups 
at Spring Workshop, 
spend time in Art Basel’s 
Discoveries section, then 
hit Chai Wan Mei

Join the Open Platform 
meetings at the Asia Art 
Archive booth at Art Basel

AAA brunch, Intelligence 
Squared debate, then 
Spring Workshop to open 
the Days push off into 
nights show and attend 
the South Island Cultural 
District party

Hit an Art Basel Film or 
Conversation and then  
go home to sleep!

11

wed

ArT WeeK diArY

DAys Push off Into nIghts
Spend some meditative time at Spring Workshop courtesy 
of artists Olga Chernysheva, Moyra Davey, Elmgreen & 
Dragset, Cevdet Erek, Lee Kit, Job Koelewijn, Jewyo rhii and 
Magdalen Wong. Curated by Christina Li, the show grants 
the viewer a moment to consider those necessary recesses in 
our hectic lives through a series of constructed situations that 
link together to mark the passing of time. March 15-April 24. 
Spring Workshop, 3/F, Remex Centre, 42 Wong Chuk Hang Rd, 
Aberdeen, 2110 4370. springworkshop.org
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With ties to a variety of exhibitions and projects, the noted 
collector, curator and cultural critic is a social whirlwind 
during Art Week. He tells us why he thinks art can help 
Hong Kong deal with its identity crisis

William Zhao

first and foremost… i am 
interested in supporting the 
Hong Kong art scene. i am 
on the art direction committee 
for duddell’s so i am really 
excited about our upcoming 
show Hong Kongese, which 
opens on March 12. We asked 
the director at the institute of 
Contemporary Arts in london 
to put it together along with 
two other curators and i think 
it’s a really great show. Many 
things have changed in Hong 
Kong over the past few years 
and i think people in the city 
have really questioned what 
Hong Kong identity actually 
is. This show is not politically 
motivated but it helps people 
think through Hong Kong’s 
identity crisis. The subject 
of the transient nature of the 
city has also become a really 
popular subject among artists 
like oscar Moreno and danh 
Vo. even lee Kit talks about 
Hong Kong’s identity. We are 
Chinese, we are colonised,  
and we are all these things. 
it’s a small show, but it’s a 
great way to question how 
Hongkongers are shaping the 
city’s identity. 

I’m also really excited… to 
be working on an exhibition at 
PMQ with Xu Zhen [see right], 
a really interesting Chinese 
conceptual artist who also 
works under Madein Company. 

The whole concept of 
Madein Company is about 
this idea of black humour 
in contemporary Chinese 

art, questioning the 
commercialisation 
of cultural 
production. At 

the same time he addresses 
deeply rooted issues in 
Chinese society and he 
displays these issues in a very 
sincere way because he’s very 
honest. i think artists must be 
truthful and reflect the society 
and world around them. 

When superstar artists… 
come to town and exhibit 
at major galleries it’s such a 
great opportunity. i usually 
go to the exhibition opening 
and then head to the gallery 
dinner afterwards to spend 
some time talking to the artist. 
Then i will go back long after 
the gallery opening to really 
have a good look at the work. 
i’m really excited to see the 
new painting works on show 
at gagosian gallery by italian 
artist rudolf stingel, which 
opens on March 12. 
 
I’m also keen to see… 
Morgan Wong’s collaboration 
with rolls-royce at their 
showroom in Wan Chai. last 
year Kitty Chau collaborated 
with the brand and i think  
that if the project is right, 
there’s no problem for 
artists to work directly with 
corporates in this way. 

I socialise most with… 
gallerists during Art Basel  
as it’s a great way for me to 
get to know different galleries 
from around the world. so i 
spend most of the fair going 
around and talking to them to 
discover new artists i might 
want to collect. i also catch up 
with all my artist friends, which 
is great because artists used 
to avoid the art fairs, but now 

they really come out to support 
other artists who are showing. 

Art Week… is so busy. There 
are so many openings and 
things to do that the best thing 
is to just enjoy it. go and see 
something only if you believe 
you are truly going to find joy 
from it. i have thousands of 
friends coming in from out of 
town so sometimes i just need 
to rest. My secret Art Week 
survival cheat is to escape 
home for a quick lie down.  

Art needs… a lot of attention 
and a lot of financing to 
develop the dynamics within 
society. Art fairs are huge in 
Asia, not only in Hong Kong 
but among all the Asia-based 
people who come to Hong 
Kong to see the fair. it also 
provides an opportunity for the 
general public to get close to 
and understand the art, which 
is a great thing.

wed

11

thu

12

fri

13

sat

14

sun

15

Xu Zhen opening at PMQ

Opening of Inside 
China hosted by K11 
Art Foundation at their 
pop-up space then a big 
private dinner with guests 
I lined up

Crazy Thursday: gear-up 
for the Duddell’s Hong 
Kongese opening, then 
Sotheby’s opening, 
Mobile M+ opening 
and the gala exhibition 
at the Hong Kong Arts 
Centre. I will try my 
best to participate in 
the Hong Kong Gallery 
Association’s open  
night too...

Morning breakfast 
meeting, then Art Central 
and Art Basel VIP fair 
previews and a private 
dinner with an art  
collector friend

Welcome guests and 
friends coming to town, 
meetings with collectors, 
hit Chai Wan Mei, then  
a party

AAA brunch, Spring 
Workshop’s show and 
South Island Cultural 
District neighborhood 
party. Perfect finale to 
the day will be a dinner 
hosted by a gallerist

tue

10

ArT WeeK diArY

tWEnty: soLo ExhIBItIon By xu ZhEn
The formidable forces of Adrian Cheng and collector David 
Chau combine to present this extravagant installation at PMQ 
by China’s Xu Zhen, the founder of envelope-pushing creative 
enterprise MadeIn Company. Constructed using thick and  
creamy lashings of paint layered on using the tools of a  
pastry chef, the colourful works act as a nostalgic love letter  
from the artist to his youthful self. March 10-18.  
The Qube, PMQ, 35 Aberdeen St, Central. pmq.org.hk

InSIDEr ITInErAry
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Big name artists and bigger sales may make the headlines at Art Basel, 
but those in the know take advantage of the myriad opportunities in and 
around the fair to gain valuable insights on the ever-evolving art world

Art School

At Art BAsel
SalonS  
& ConverSationS
Aimed at budding and 
established collectors alike, 
Art Basel’s series of on-site 
talks offers an extra degree of 
insight and information from 
leading industry experts. The 
morning sessions, dubbed 
Conversations, are reserved 
for high-profile artists (last 
year’s speakers included Liu 
Kuo-sung), while the afternoon 
Salons are billed as an open 
platform for short presentations 
from art professionals across 
various fields. 

March 15-17. Auditorium, 
Entrance Hall 1A, HKCEC.  
For full programme details  
see artbasel.com
 
guided tourS
No matter your cultural IQ, 
we’ll wager that you’ll find an 
extra level of insight by joining 
one (or more) of the tours 
on offer at Art Basel. Official 
guided tours are being offered 
in English, Cantonese and 

intelligenCe Squared aSia debate:  
the art World iS a boyS’ Club

The Intelligence Squared Asia debate has been a lively 
highlight of Art Week since 2009 and always attracts a 
full house to witness a heated discussion around a hot 
and contentious topic. Previous debates have featured 

artists such as David LaChapelle and Antony 
Gormley, and key art world influencers like Tim 

Marlow, Hans Ulrich Obrist and Philip Tinari. 
Founders Yana Peel and Amelie von Wedel 
will no doubt have another top-class panel to 

debate the provocative motion that “The Art 
World is a Boys’ Club”. 

March 15, 2pm. Room N101, 
HKCEC. Tickets: hkticketing.com. 
intelligencesquared.asia

Putonghua by local cutting-
edge art space Para Site (daily; 
contact info@para-site.org.hk), 
while collecting neophytes can 
get a crash course in English 
or Cantonese from local city 
guide Time Out Hong Kong 
(Sunday-Tuesday; contact 
kaila.imada@timeout.com.
hk). AXA Art Insurance is also 
offering tours of the fair hosted 
by their team of international 
specialists for Art Basel 
VIP-card holders from March 
15-17. Conducted in English, 
Cantonese and Putonghua, 
these insightful tours can be 
booked at the VIP desk on 

the level one concourse of 
the HKCEC. For a bespoke 
experience, Quintessentially 
Lifestyle will be offering 
exclusively tailored tours of 
not only Art Basel but also 
local galleries and collections 
managed by Quintessentially 
Art for its members. Tours 
will be hosted by Alexandra 
Donaldson, the concierge 
service’s director of art,  
who is flying out from 
London for the fair (see 
quintessentiallyart.com).

ubS Junior art hub
It’s never too early to start 
learning about art, and to that 
end Art Basel’s global lead 
sponsor, UBS, has curated 
a programme of events and 
activities for children for the 
duration of the fair. Located 
on the level one concourse at 
the HKCEC, the UBS Junior 
Art Hub offers free art-inspired 
classes, including collage 
making and sand painting, as 
well as fun 50-minute tours 
of the fair for kids aged five 
and above. Roy Lichtenstein 

researchers, curators, 
writers, artists, students, 
academics and art 
organisations “to further 

ongoing projects, catalyse 
new ones, or simply make 
connections.”

March 15-17. Booth P1, Level 
One Concourse, HKCEC. For 
full listings see aaa.org.hk 

off-site
art talkS: inSide 
China & tWenty
Two early highlights of Art 
Week this year—Inside China: 
L’Intérieur du Geant and 
Twenty: Solo Exhibition by 
Xu Zhen—come courtesy 
of Adrian Cheng, and as an 
added bonus both shows have 
art talks preceding their official 
openings. From 5.15pm-6pm 
on Tuesday March 10, Adrian 
Cheng, David Chau, Xu Zhen 
and moderator William Zhao 
will introduce and offer insight 
into Twenty at PMQ, while 
from 5pm-6pm on Wednesday 
March 11, Adrian Cheng, Jo-
ey Tang, Wang Chunchen and 
Jean de Loisy will be joined by 
two of the artists participating 
in Inside China at the K11 
Foundation Pop-Up Space in 
Sheung Wan to discuss the 
group show co-presented  
by K11 and Paris’  
Palais de Tokyo. 
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“The Asia society 
talks provide an 
opportunity for 
visitors to make 
more informed 
decisions about 
their art purchases, 
and create a critical 
framework through 
which to view the 
work on show. 
This is valuable 
for new buyers of 
contemporary art, 
but also essential 
to expanding the 
knowledge base of 
the most seasoned 
collector.”

Eve Share Banghart, 
fair co-director of  
Art Central

aSia art arChive 
brunCh & leCture by 
Pablo helguera
The AAA welcomes Mexican 
artist, cartoonist and academic 
Pablo Helguera for its annual 
brunch and lecture during Art 
Basel. Helguera is best known 
for his “artoons” (such as the 
one at the top right of the page), 
which offer a comedic poke at 
the sometimes pretentious art 
world. 

March 15. 10am-noon. Asia Art 
Archive, 11/F, Hollywood Centre, 
233 Hollywood Rd, Sheung Wan, 
2844 1112.  
aaa.org.hk

aSia SoCiety talkS  
at art Central
New kid on the block Art 
Central launches its very own 
talk series in association with 
the Asia Society Hong Kong 
Centre. These talks and panel 
discussions are targeted at new 
buyers who want to expand 
their knowledge base. One such 
panel is The New Ink Generation 
moderated by Tiffany Beres, 
the former Chinese ink painting 
specialist for major mainland 
auction house China Guardian, 
which aims to walk budding 
collectors through the practices 
of emerging ink artists such as 
Hung Fai (b.1988), Peng Wei 
(b.1974) and Ni Youyu (b.1984). 
Curated VIP tours around Art 
Central will also be conducted 
by Beres, all a part of the 
fair’s goal to provide a critical 
framework for buyers. The 
message here: be in the know 
before you splurge. 

March 14-16. Central 
Harbourfront, access through 
Tamar Park, Lung Wo Road 
and Star Ferry Terminal. Full 
programme details available at 
artcentralhongkong.com

Fotanian oPen 
StudioS tour
Take a peep into the artists’ 
studios that call the industrial 
district of Fo Tan home with 
this guided tour. The vibrant 
artist community located a  
few MTR stops from the 
Shenzen border opens its 
doors for the weekend during 
Art Basel to offer insights 
into the practices of some 
300 artists across 95 studios, 
including that of Hong Kong 
artist Lam Tung-pang.

March 15, 3pm-4pm. 
Unit 17, Level 9, 
Block B, Wah Luen 
Industrial Building 
(free shuttle bus 
available from 
HKCEC).

hong kong artS 
Centre oPen houSe 
& Cultural Walk  
In this one-day open house 
at the Wan Chai cultural 
institution, the Hong Kong Art 
Centre offers an exploration 
of the neighbourhood through 
thematic guided tours in 
a variety of languages. 
Visitors can also view the 
3rd Collectors Contemporary 
Collaborations exhibition, 
Boundless Treasures: 
Inexhaustible and Limitless, 
part of the HKAC’s annual 
show highlighting key works 
from their Asian Private 
Collection. This year’s show  
is guest curated by Taiwan’s 
Wu Dar-Kuen and includes 
notable works from major 
Taiwanese collectors.

Saturday 14. 11am (Cantonese), 
1pm (English), 3pm 
(Cantonese), 5pm (Putonghua). 
Hong Kong Art Centre, 2 
Harbour Road, Wan Chai. To 
register, visit hkac.org.hk

work The Melody Haunts My 
Reverie, part of the UBS Art 
Collection, will also be on 
show at the site. 

March 14-17. Level One 
Concourse, HKCEC.

aSia art arChive 
oPen PlatForm 
meetingS
For the third year in a row, 
Hong Kong-based non-profit 
organisation Asia Art Archive 
invites fair-goers to listen in to 
meetings between art world 
influencers that would 
otherwise happen 
in private. This 
“theatre in the 
round” offers 
a platform for 

Kids can get a playful introduction to the world of art through classes and tours at UBS Junior Art Hub

‘Artoonist’ Pablo Helguera is the guest of honour at the AAA’s brunch

AAA’s Open Platform Meetings

http://www.artbasel.com
mailto:info@para-site.org.hk
mailto:kaila.imada@timeout.com.hk
mailto:kaila.imada@timeout.com.hk
http://www.aaa.org.hk
http://www.artcentralhongkong.com
http://www.hkac.org.hk


There’s an element 
of embracing the 
calm before the 

storm on Tuesday night 
as art-world insiders and 
collectors gather for small 
private dinners to catch 
up before the marathon of 
parties that the rest of the 
week promises. Over at PMQ, 
however, Adrian Cheng and 
David Chau take advantage of 
this relatively free night in the 
week to open Twenty, a show 
of new work by Xu Zhen that 
is sure to attract the cultural 
cognoscenti. 

One of the annual 
early highlights of 
Art Week is the Asia 

Society Art Gala. Last year’s 
event was a seriously high-
profile evening with a guest list 
featuring heavyweights from 
the worlds of art and business, 

While the days of Art Week are inevitably eaten up by the 
serious business of art, the evenings serve up a never-ending 
merry-go-round of private dinners, lavish parties and other 
VIP events that put the a-r-t firmly in p-a-r-t-y

The Party Line

including DFS founder Robert 
Miller and his wife Chantal, 
who donated HK$100 million 
to the organisation ahead of 
last year’s gala. This year’s 
event at the Conrad will honour 
Pakistan’s Shahzia Sikander, 
Korean sculptor Do Ho Suh 
and esteemed Chinese artists 
Wucius Wong and Xu Bing. 
Expect to see a who’s who 
of Hong Kong society digging 
deep at the evening’s main 
event, an auction from which 
all proceeds go to support Asia 
Society initiatives worldwide. 

Over in Sheung Wan, 
patrons of Adrian Cheng’s K11 
Art Foundation will be out in 
force at the initiative’s pop-up 
space in Cosco Tower for the 
opening of Inside China, a 
show of emerging Chinese and 
French contemporary artists 
co-produced with the Palais de 
Tokyo (Paris). 

and at sought-after venues  
such as Mott 32, Bibo and  
The China Club. Later, those 
with adrenalin to burn are likely 
to be found grooving the night 
away at Kee Club, where the 
Artnet Party co-hosted by 
the Hong Kong Art Gallery 
Association will no doubt fizz 
until the early hours. 

The Art Central 
VIP Preview begins 
a busy day before 

VIP fair goers get their first 
glimpse of this year’s Art 
Basel Private View at 6pm. 
The opening promises to be 
a glorious schmooze fest 
and a coming together of 
powerhouse personalities 
from a variety of sectors and 
countries, not to mention an 
incredible shopping spree 
for some of the world’s most 
prominent collectors who’ll be 
out to secure first dibs on the 
most coveted works of art. 
When the fair closes at 9pm, 
the party moves to the Grand 
Hyatt, where one of Art Basel’s 
main sponsors, Davidoff, is 
hosting a glamorous bash. 
Rumours abound that Dita  
Von Teese will be giving a 
special performance. Also  
that night is the Audemars 
Piguet party, which kicks 
off at 9.30pm at an as-yet 
unconfirmed Central location.
 
 

As the public floods 
into the Hong Kong 
Convention and 

Exhibition Centre for the 
Vernissage, which takes place 
from 4pm-9pm, Hong Kong’s 
great and good will be heading 
out to Clear Water Bay for 
the amfAR Hong Kong gala 
dinner and art auction at 
Shaw Studios. The black-tie 
fundraiser is the first in the 
city for the Foundation for 
Aids Research, whose events 
bring together international 
celebrities, politicians and 
business leaders to raise 
millions for the cause. 
Auctioneer extraordinaire 
Simon de Pury will be bringing 
down the hammer on some 
seriously blue-chip artworks for 
a well-heeled crowd that has 
paid up to half a million dollars 
per table to attend. As well as 
the chair of the event, Pansy 
Ho, honorary chair Gwyneth 
Paltrow and special recognition 
recipient Michelle Yeoh, the 
gala is expected to welcome 
an impressive list of amfAR 
co-chairs such as Victoria 
Beckham, Naomi Campbell, 
Kate Moss and Marc Jacobs, 
as well as Hong Kong’s own 
David Tang and Dee Poon.

While the stars will be 
shining in Clear Water Bay, 
the lion’s share of artists, 
curators and art insiders will 
be gathering in the industrial 
district of Chai Wan. Rounding 
off the first day of the Chai 
Wan Mei Arts Festival is 
another epic Chai Wan Nites 
party hosted by Yana and 
Stephen Peel. Last year the 
power couple drew a crowd of 
1,000 to a raw industrial space 

Night Fever
The city’s three most gallery-heavy districts—
South Island, Chai Wan and Central/Sheung 
Wan—are all putting on a show for the Art Basel 
crowd with their respective open nights timed to 
coincide with the fair. First up is the Hong Kong 
Gallery Association Art Gallery Night on 
Thursday March 12, which sees all 50+ of the 
member spaces in Central and Sheung Wan 
throwing open their doors from 6pm-10pm for 
an evening of new shows, gallery-hopping and 
carousing. See hk-aga.org for more information. 

There’s barely time to pause for breath before 
attention shifts east for the Chai Wan Mei Art & 
Design Festival on Friday March 13 and Saturday 
March 14. Although there are some 45 events 
and activities across the two days, the most 
unmissable happening is the Chai Wan Nites 
party on Friday. Co-hosted by 10 Chancery 
Lane Gallery, AO Vertical, Galleria Continua 
and Platform China with support from Yana 
and Stephen Peel and artistic direction from 
MAP Office, it promises to be a rambunctious 
affair and features a music programme curated 
by Shane Aspegren, including Beijing rockers 
Queen Sea Big Shark and DJs Awesome Tapes 
From Africa and Preservation, as well as a host 
of other performances and artworks. The fun 
kicks off at 9pm in a secret Chai Wan location 
open to invited guests and Art Basel VIPs only. 

Round off your weekend with an anything-but-
quiet Sunday sojourn at the South Island 
Cultural District Art Night, where the 20+ 
galleries based in Wong Chuk Hang, Ap Lei 
Chau, Tin Wan and Aberdeen open their doors 
from 5pm onwards to host a raft of talks, 
performances and events, culminating in an 
invite-only shindig at Blindspot Gallery with 
entertainment curated by the team behind  
Hong Kong’s biggest music festival, Clockenflap. 
For a full list of venues, see sicd.com.hk

The night before 
Art Basel begins 
has become a 

landmark event in its own 
right, with galleries across the 
city opening up their doors 
to launch a smorgasbord of 
new exhibitions at the Hong 
Kong Gallery Association 
Art Gallery Night in Central 
and Sheung Wan [see sidebar]. 
Also sure to attract a crowd 
is the opening of ICA Off-Site 
exhibition Hong Kongese at 
Duddell’s and the opening of 
the Hong Kong Arts Centre 
3rd Annual Collectors’ 
Contemporary Collaboration, 
Boundless Treasures: 
Inexhaustible and Limitless. 
The openings are merely an 
appetizer, of course, with all 
the major galleries hosting 
elegant private dinners 
afterwards, usually with the 
artist as the guest of honour 

for a knockout performance 
choreographed by the 
inimitable Ryan McNamara, 
and they’re following it up 
this year with a musical 
programme curated by Hong 
Kong musician and composer 
Shane Aspegren of The Berg 
Sans Nipple [see sidebar]. And 
like last year, we expect to see 
museum directors brushing 
shoulders with gallerinas in 
a sweaty dancing affair that 
could be described as an art 
form all of its own.  

Sunday night is all 
about the South  
Side, and Wong Chuk 

Hang will be buzzing with 
gallery-goers making their 
way around the industrial area 
for South Island Cultural 
Night, which takes place from 
6pm-9pm. Starting at Mimi 
Brown’s non-profit space 
Spring Workshop, which will 
open a new show titled Days 
push off into nights curated 
by incoming director Christina 
Li, the evening is a great way 
to check out the growing list 
of galleries that have set up 
shop in the area, including 
Gallery EXIT, Rossi and Rossi 
and Feast Projects. Those 
who still have anything left in 
the tank afterwards will no 
doubt be found at Blindspot, 
Hong Kong’s best-known 
photography gallery, where 
director Mimi Gradel has 
teamed up with the city’s 
biggest annual music festival, 
Clockenflap, to host Lost on 
15, a rooftop party featuring a 
curated programme of music 
talent framed by immersive  
art installations.
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“I am very excited to have AmfAR in  
town this year during Art Basel. I believe 
strongly in their ability to affect change 
and to find a cure for HIV/Aids, and I am 
excited that the art world will be able to 
intersect with them.”

Dee Poon, co-chair of amfAR Hong Kong

Hong Kong’s inaugural amfAR gala at Shaw Studios promises to be a star-studded affair
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New exhibitions open at virtually every 
commercial gallery in Hong Kong during 
Art Week as they seek to make the most of 
the art-hungry crowds. These are our picks 
of the major shows not to be missed

Show Time

beN broWN fiNe ArTs
Simon Birch 
British-born, Hong Kong-based 
painter Simon Birch is best 
known for his figurative female 
portraits, but in Inevitable, 
his second show under Ben 
Brown, he continues his artistic 
evolution towards a more 
abstract approach.

March 12-April 29. 301 Pedder 
Building, 2522 9600.  
benbrownfinearts.com

ink and watercolours on paper, 
and he is now one of the most 
commercially successful artists 
in both hemispheres. Zou 
Wou-ki: Ink and Watercolour 
offers an intriguing selection 
of seminal pieces produced in 
the 1950s during the artist’s 
time in Paris, when he began to 
challenge his cultural identity 
through his practice, a process 
that would ultimately set him 
apart from his peers. 

March 12-June 22. 8/F,  
Club Lusitano Building, 16 Ice 
House St, Central, 2167 8896.  
desarthe.com 

edouArd MAliNgue 
gAllery
Wang Wei
This immersive installation by 
Wang Wei is a continuation of 
the Chinese artist’s ongoing 
work questioning who the 
scenic murals inside the animal 
enclosures at Beijing Zoo 
are supposed to placate: the 
humans or the animals? On 
show at Edouard Malingue’s 
new —and much larger—gallery 
space, Two Rooms comprises 
a pair of replicated spaces 
from the zoo complete with 
‘natural habitat’ murals that 
may leave you wondering 
which side of the zoological 
gaze you are on. 

March 12-April 15. 6/F, 33 Des 
Voeux Road Central, 2810 0317. 
www.edouardmalingue.com 

gAgosiAN 
rudolf Stingel 
Best known for his 2013 
exhibition at Palazzo Grassi 
in Venice, where he coated 
the walls and floors of the 
5,000sqm space in Persian 
rugs, and his 2007 mid-career 
retrospective at the Whitney 
Museum in New York, where 
he covered the walls in silver 
Styrofoam, Stingel has been 
questioning the essence of the 
painted form since the 1980s. 
The artist will be present from 
6pm-8pm on opening day. 

March 12-May 9. 7/F,  
Pedder Building, 2151 0555.  
gagosian.com

flight of Colours 9 (2014) by Qin Yufen in yi Pai at Pearl Lam Galleries

Simon Birch at Ben Brown 

Zou Wou-ki at De Sarthe

Rudolf Stingel at Gagosian

Beatriz Milhazes at White Cube Zeng Hong’s balcony (2009) is part of Hong Kongese at Duddell’s

Alex Prager at Lehmann Maupin

Other Exhibitions
a hundred YearS of Shame 
Much-fêted non-profit Para Site recently moved from its 
premises in Sheung Wan to a larger space in North Point. 
This inaugural group show reflects on what art can do under 
ideological conflicts and socioeconomic transformations in 
different Chinese territories. Includes works by Kwan Sheung-chi, 
Firenze Lai, Wong Wai-yin, Trevor Yeung and Zhang Peili.  
March 12-May 10. Para Site, Wing Wah Industrial Building,  
677 King’s Rd, North Point, 2517 4620. para-site.org.hk

a SurveY exhiBition BY Jr
Elusive French photographer JR focuses on notions of freedom, 
identity and the limits of both in this exhibition hosted by the 
Hong Kong Contemporary Art Foundation (HOCA).
March 14-April 19. 2/F, The Pulse, 28 Beach Rd, Repulse Bay.

ica off-Site: hong KongeSe
Presented by Duddell’s in collaboration with the Institute of 
Contemporary Art (ICA) in London, this new show questions 
notions of Hong Kong identity through 19 works by local and 
international artists including a Millie’s Centre neon sign courtesy 
of M+, Japanese artist Shinro Ohtake’s seminal Time Memory 
and works by Chinese artists Zhang Enli and Zhu Jinshi. March 
12-22. Duddell’s, 1 Duddell St, Central, 2525 9191. duddells.co

inSide china – l’intérieur du geant
Born from Adrian Cheng’s K11 Art Foundation incubator for 
emerging contemporary artists, this is the second part of a 
three-part exhibition series produced in collaboration with 
Paris’s Palais de Tokyo. This instalment pairs five young Chinese 
artists with three French counterparts, all discovered by curator 
Jo-ey Tang’s 100-studio hunt for the best of the best in the 
name of Franco-Chinese art relations. March 11-May 3. K11 Art 
Foundation Pop-up Space, Cosco Tower, Grand Millennium Plaza, 
183 Queen’s Road Central, Sheung Wan. k11artfoundation.org

the tell-tale heart
Co-hosted by the K11 Art Foundation, Pilar Corrias Gallery  
and Leo Xu Projects, this group exhibition of international  
artists is inspired by Edgar Allan Poe’s titular classic short story. 
March 12-April 17 (11am-6pm Mon-Fri only). Chi Art Space,  
8/F, New World Tower 2, Central.

sometimes unnerving childlike 
characters, which he has 
been painting on a variety of 
surfaces for three decades as 
an ongoing dialogue with his 
own childhood. 

March 12-April 25. 30 Queens 
Road Central, 2608 5065.  
pacegallery.com

PeArl lAM gAlleries 
Yi Pai 
This group show examines and 
reappraises Chinese abstract 
painting over the past 30 years 
and is curated by Professor 
Gao Minglu, who was behind 
the National Art Museum 
of China’s renowned 1989 
exhibition China/Avant-Garde.

March 12-May 10. 601-605  
Pedder Building, 2522 1428. 
pearllam.com

siMoN lee gAllery
michelangelo 
PiStoletto 
A key figure in the influential 
1960s Arte Povera movement, 
the octogenarian Italian 
conceptual artist presents 
pieces from his seminal Quadri 
Specchianti (Mirror Paintings) 
series that documents five 
decades of his observations on 
the evolving world around him.

March 12-April 25. 304  
Pedder Building, 2801 6252.  
simonleegallery.com

WHiTe Cube 
Beatriz milhazeS
In her first show in Hong Kong, 
Beatriz Milhazes brings a 
touch of Brazilian flair from her 
hometown of Rio in a series 
of new collages and paintings 
inspired by flora blooming in 
the heart of the city. Expect 
a carnival of colour and an 
immersive introduction into 
the vibrant realm of an artist 
influenced by both South 
American and European 
modernist abstraction.

March 12-May 30. 50 
Connaught Road Central,  
2592 2000. whitecube.com

obsolete cassette tape as an 
artistic medium, from attaching 
them directly onto canvases 
to using them as the basis for 
large-scale installations. In 
this new show, titled Coming 
by Hazard, the artist contorts 
cassettes and other materials 
into nigh unrecognisable 
forms. While you’re at Perrotin, 
be sure to catch Unframed: 
Ghosts of Ellis Island by 
enigmatic French photographer 
JR, which is also showing.

March 12-April 25. 17/F,  
50 Connaught Road Central, 
3768 2180. perrotin.com

gAllery exiT 
genevieve chua 
Mimicking moth morphology 
through a process of screen-
printing onto paintings, 
Singaporean artist Genevieve 
Chua presents new works from 
her ongoing practice focused 
on natural history in this new 
show, Moths.

March 15-May 2. 3/F, 25 Hing 
Wo St, Tin Wan, Aberdeen,  
2541 1299. galleryexit.com 

bliNdsPoT gAllery
muSeum of the loSt 
This exhibition features a 
series of 28 staged portraits of 
characters invented by Hong 
Kong-based artists Leung 
Chi-wo and Sara Wong at one 
of Hong Kong’s only galleries 
dedicated to photography. The 
series is inspired by an ongoing 
collection of materials captured 
by the artists, who are married 
to each other and have been 
collaborating since 1992. 

March 7-May 2. 15/F, Po Chai 
Industrial Building, 28 Wong 
Chuk Hang Rd, Wong Chuk 
Hang, 2517 6238.  
blindspotgallery.com 

de sArTHe gAllery 
zou Wou-Ki
The late Chinese artist Zou 
Wou-ki (1920-2013) is best 
known for his marriage 
of Eastern and Western 
aesthetics in abstract works of 

gAlerie PerroTiN 
gregor 
hildeBrandt
German minimalist Gregor 
Hildebrandt is known for his 
works using the humble and 

leHMANN MAuPiN
alex Prager 
Known for her Cindy Sherman-
esque large-scale images 
and films, Los Angeles-based 
photographer Prager’s focus is 
on capturing the psychology of 
individuals within crowds, the 
sometimes-awkward human 
interaction of which she once 
said: “The choice you have is 
to either let it swallow you up, 
or use it as inspiration.” This is 
her first solo show in Asia. 

March 12-May 16. 407  
Pedder Building, 12 Pedder  
St, Central, 2530 0025.  
lehmannmaupin.com

PACe gAllery 
YoShitomo nara 
Ever earn a gold star as a 
child for your efforts? It is 
this symbolic promise of 
adolescent optimism that 
Japanese artist Yoshitomo 
Nara explores in Stars, an 
exhibition of new works. 
Nara is best known for 
his sometimes adorable, 
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“i am particularly 
excited by the move 
of Para site to an 
expansive space 
in Quarry bay, just 
ahead of its 20th 
year. The new show 
promises to please 
and provoke in equal 
measure.”

Yana Peel, CEO of 
Intelligence Squared

http://www.duddells.co
http://www.k11artfoundation.org
http://www.simonleegallery.com
http://www.whitecube.com
http://www.lehmannmaupin.com


Boat By Zhu Jinshi 
Presented by Pearl Lam Galleries and 
Hongkong Land, this massive work by Beijing-
based Zhu Jinshi dangles from the ceiling of 
the Exchange Square atrium and comprises 
some 8,000 sheets of folded rice paper. 
Previously displayed at the Rubell Family 
Collection museum in Miami, the monumental 
installation invites you to walk underneath its 
vast tunnel-like expanse, offering what the 
artists describes as a “symbolic journey”.

March 9-30. One Exchange Square,  
8 Connaught Place, Central.

sovereign asian 
art PriZe Finalists’ 
exhiBition 
The 11th edition of this big-
hearted art prize reaches its latter 
stages with this exhibition of the 
30 finalists, which includes Hong 
Kong’s João Vasco Paiva and 
Ho Sin-tung. The winner will be 
announced and all shortlisted 
works auctioned at a lively gala 
dinner at the Four Seasons on 
May 8, with proceeds used to 
support charitable programmes 
for children across Asia. Drop by 
from noon-7pm daily and cast 
your vote for the public-chosen 
Schoeni Prize. 

March 11-13. Soho 189 Art Lane, 
189 Queen’s Road West, Sheung 
Wan. sovereignartfoundation.com

Art Basel may be the centre of Hong  
Kong’s cultural universe this month,  
but be sure to make time to explore  
the many satellite fairs, installations  
and other events that orbit it

A Space 
Odyssey

art Central
Art Basel has a history of paving 
the way for satellite fairs in 
its host cities, with the likes 
of NADA, Scope and Pulse in 
Miami and Liste and Volta in 
Basel, and Hong Kong follows 
the trend with the launch of 
Art Central. Created by the 
founders of Art HK, Art Basel in 
Hong Kong’s predecessor, Art 
Central is setting up shop in a 
custom-built tented structure 
stretching the length of the 
Central Harbourfront—just a 
stone’s throw from the HKCEC. 

asia ContemPorary art show
Moving it’s spring edition to March to coincide  
with Art Basel, this twice-annual show features more 
than 3,000 works by over 100 exhibitors from 19 
countries around the world, all displayed in hotel 
rooms. As well as works themselves,  
the fair welcomes around 60 artists, 
who will be on hand to add an 
extra layer of insight. The show 
starts with the VIP Collectors 
Preview on Thursday March 
12 from 5pm-9.30pm. Tickets 
available at hkticketing.com. 

March 12-15. Conrad Hotel, 
Pacific Place, 88 Queensway. 
asiacontemporaryart.com

rolls-royCe  
art Programme: 
morgan wong
The iconic Rolls-Royce bonnet 
ornament, known as The Spirit 
of Ecstasy, is the source of 
inspiration for an ambitious 
new commissioned work by 
Hong Kong multimedia artist 
Morgan Wong. The video 
installation Untitled-Expressway 
features footage taken while 
driving around Hong Kong, and 
ponders both the unavoidability 
of change and the notion of 
timelessness.

March 10-17. Rolls-Royce 
showroom, G/F, Wu Chung 
House, 213 Queen’s Road East, 
Wan Chai, 2870 1692.

With more than 75 galleries from 
21 countries, a talks programme 
presented by the Asia Society 
and a pop-up restaurant by 
Pacific Place hotspot The 
Continental, Art Central looks like 
being a fine addition to Art Week. 
There will also be a large-scale 
installation by noted architect 
and designer Joyce Wang 
(whose previous projects have 
included the interiors of Ammo 
and Mott 32) in collaboration 
with Swarovski, which follows 
up on last year’s well-received 
installation by the brand at 
PMQ. The fair kicks off with a 
preview day for invited VIPs on 
Friday March 13 from 10am-6pm 
followed by three public days. 
Tickets: hkticketing.com. 

March 14-16. Central 
Harbourfront, access through 
Tamar Park, Lung Wo Road 
and Star Ferry Terminal. 
artcentralhongkong.com

Chai wan mei art  
& Design Festival 
A cluster of raw industrial spaces 
and design-savvy bolt holes 
on the northeastern edge of 
Hong Kong Island, Chai Wan 
is home to a slew of galleries, 
artist and designer studios, 
cafes and bijoux specialist 
stores. This two-day festival 
invites visitors to investigate the 
many nooks and crannies of this 
burgeoning creative hub, which 
has developed organically in 
recent years partially through its 
complement of arty residents, 
including photographer Michael 
Wolf and Australian painter Marc 
Standing. 

March 14-15. 11am-9pm. Multiple 
venues. chaiwanmei.org

“Chai Wan Mei Art 
& Design Festival 
will be amazing 
this year with 30+ 
studios, galleries and 
designers open to the 
public plus a specially 
curated section 
by Inti Guerrero, 
performances,  
food and other 
festivities. It gets 
bigger each year!”

Katie de Tilly, founder 
of 10 Chancery Lane 
Gallery and co-host 
of Chai Wan Mei Art 
& Design Festival

HonG KonG TATler GuIDe To ArT BAsel 2015 19HonG KonG TATler GuIDe To ArT BAsel 201518

http://www.asiacontemporaryart.com
http://www.hkticketing.com
http://www.artcentralhongkong.com


Food for 
the Soul

BiBo
Opened just ahead of last 
year’s Art Basel, Bibo has 
since gone on to establish itself 
as the city’s most artful fine-
dining destination and is sure 
to be a hot ticket during Art 
Week. Those who visited from 
December to mid-February will 
have spotted the usual mix of 
works by the likes of Damien 
Hirst, Jeff Koons and Takashi 
Murakami was temporarily 
replaced by an exhibition of Aya 
Takano in collaboration with the 
Hong Kong Contemporary Art 
Foundation, but the full range of 
Bibo’s collection is once again 
back on show, including several 
new works to accompany a new 
menu. Expect the private dining 
room upstairs to be in high 
demand during Art Basel  
as industry heavyweights cut 
deals over some seriously punchy 
wines from Bibo’s enviable cellar 
while multimillion-dollar works by 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Banksy 
and Zeng Fanzhi look on.  
163 Hollywood Rd, Sheung Wan, 
2956 3188.

serving a five-course tasting 
menu that pays homage to arts 
and culture luminaries, from the 
print art of Toshusai Sharaku to 
classic ballet Swan Lake and the 
music of the Beatles. 28/F, The 
Peninsula, Salisbury Rd, Tsim Sha 
Tsui, 2920 2888. peninsula.com

Mandarin oriental 
As the official hotel partner of 
Art Basel, the Mandarin is awash 
with art-inspired promotions 
and activities during March. At 
M Bar, they’re paying tribute 
to the fair through the medium 
of mixology with four cocktails 
named after four sectors of 
the fair—Encounters, Insights, 
Film and Discoveries—the last 
of which is a refreshing mix of 
Aviation gin, Mancino Rosso, 
yellow Chartreuse, and Regan’s 
No. 6 orange bitters, the perfect 
pick-me-up after a long day at 
Art Basel. At The Mandarin Grill 
+ Bar, ever-creative chef Uwe 
Opocensky has embraced the 
spirit of the month by creating 
art-inspired lunch and dinner 
menus featuring courses that 
are veritable works of art in 
their own right, including Spot 
the Difference, a wonderfully 
innovative pair of seemingly 
identical dishes that are much 
less so on closer inspection, and 
Warrior, a spectacular dessert 
that would be fit to grace the 
tomb of any emperor. Available 
as a three-course lunch or 
five-course dinner, the menu is 
available from March 2-22, and 
includes a ticket to Art Basel  
from March 14-16. Most 
intriguingly of all, Pierre Gagnaire 
has created a seven-course 
menu inspired by the UBS Art 
Collection, selected works from 
which will be on show at his 
eponymous 25th-floor restaurant. 
This menu is available from 
March 11-21, and Monsieur 
Gagnaire himself will be in the 
kitchen from March 11-18. 
Mandarin Oriental, 5 Connaught 
Road Central, 2522 0111. 
mandarinoriental.com/hongkong

It may nourish the spirit but one cannot live 
on art alone. Taking a break to refuel needn’t 
mean leaving the art world behind at these 
hotspots where the muse roams free
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the PoPsy rooM
Another art-themed restaurant 
that opened in advance of last 
year’s Art Basel, The Popsy 
Room is both a gallery and a 
restaurant, pairing each show with 
a tasting menu specially created 
in conjunction with the artist to 
complement the works. During 
March, the venue presents local 
fashion designer Ranee K’s first 
solo art show, Zai Zai, in which 
she explores the concept of 
“living life in the present” through 
a collection of whimsical paintings 
and illustrations. A five-course or 
eight-course menu is available 
to enhance the experience, by 
advance booking only. 30 Upper 
Lascar Row, Sheung Wan, 2234 
6711. thepopsyroom.com

soho 189 art lane
This new art hub slash dining 
and retail complex from local 
arts maven Cissy Pao Watari is 
destined to be Sheung Wan’s 
latest mecca for culture vultures, 
featuring new two-floor galleries 
from both Pearl Lam and Jane 
Chao-Lee’s Galerie Huit. The 
building will also host La Paloma, 
a 3,400sqft tapas bar and 
restaurant from the team behind 
Central’s FoFo by el Willy that 
will feature live paella stations 
and a traditional Spanish clay 
oven. Soho 189 officially opens 
with a private party on March 10, 
no doubt with a raft of local art 
luminaries in attendance. 

Soho 189 Art Lane, 198 Queen’s 
Road West, Sai Ying Pun.

Spot the Difference (if you can) at 
the Mandarin Grill + Bar

Art-inspired dining at Felix

Felix 
Long before Art Basel (or 
even Art HK) began inspiring 
restaurateurs to embrace the 
muse, Felix at The Peninsula, 
which turns 21 this year, was 
injecting a dose of avant-garde 
flair into fine dining. Throughout 
March and April, the Philippe 
Starck-designed hotspot is 

‘Fair Game’, p2-3
grayson Perry, Comfort Blanket, 
2014. Image courtesy of  
Victoria Miro
leang seckon, World Born, 2013. 
Courtesy of the artist and rossi  
& rossi gallery
Pinaree sanpitak, Breast Stupa 
Topiary, 2013. Image courtesy  
of Yavuz gallery 

‘Insider Itineraries’, p4-11
documents from the Ha bik 
Cheung archive. Image courtesy 
of asia art archive. 
Chang Chien-Chi, China Town. 
Image courtesy Chang Chien-Chi, 
Magnum Photos, Chi-Wen gallery
Shore Scene Soundtrack, carpet 
placed on wall at akinci gallery, 
2007. Image courtesy of  
spring Workshop.
Xu Zhen, Under Heaven-
3208NH1409, 2014. Produced by 
MadeIn Company.

‘Art School’, p12-13
Pablo Helguera, You’ve had too 
many art fairs. Image courtesy of 
the artist. 

‘Show Time’, p16-17
simon birch, He willed himself into 
passivity, became the passenger 
behind her eyes, 2014. Image 
courtesy of ben brown Fine arts.
Zao Wou-Ki, untitled, 1971. Image 
courtesy of de sarthe gallery. 
Qin Yufen, Flight of Colours 9, 
2014. Image courtesy of Pearl 
lam Fine art galleries 
rudolf stingel, untitled, 2012. © 
alessandro Zambianchi. Courtesy 
of the artist and gagosian gallery.
alex Prager, Untitled, 2014. Image 
courtesy the artist and lehmann 
Maupin, new York and Hong 
Kong.
beatriz Milhazes, Jardim Kadiwéu, 
2014. Courtesy of White Cube 
Hong Kong.
Zeng Hong, Balcony, 2009. 
Courtesy of the artist and boers-li 
gallery. 

‘A Space Odyssey’, p18-19
Zhu Jinshi, Boat, 2012. Courtesy 
of Pearl lam galleries.
Jiyen lee, Above The Timberline 
4. Courtesy of sovereign art 
Foundation. 
Yan Xiang, Damien and Hirst, 
2014. Courtesy of art Central.
Morgan Wong, Journey-Hong 
Kong, 2007. Courtesy of the artist.

arTWorK CredITs

http://www.peninsula.com
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