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At the Heart of the Arts
By Macy Moore

For years, Greta Watkins,
Kristy Petty, Le Hale, and Cassidy 
Barton all contemplated the 
possibility of creating an art center. 
The Parker Astin Arts Center is now 
open in the heart of Downtown 
Bryan. Formerly a hardware store, 
the building brings together the 
Purple Turtle Art Studio, The Frame 
Gallery, and a “landing place” for 
the art979.com website and other 
artists – all under one roof.
	 Le Hale started the Purple Turtle 
Art Studio 12 years ago. A lifelong 
artist, she first taught in public 
schools but decided to start her own 
studio for the sake of a larger budget 
and larger canvases. 

	 Le worked with Cassidy in the 
SEAD Gallery in Downtown Bryan 
and also shared space with Greta’s 
framing business for her art studio. 
The classes held at the Arts Center 
include everything from children’s 
painting to sewing classes and 
reverse glass painting to an adult 
figure drawing class. Le implements 
the idea of an open classroom where 
people are free to work on whatever 
they want. She says she feels the 
artist will be more invested in their 
work when they are creating freely. 
	 Greta’s focus is on the framing 
side of the Arts Center. Owner of 
The Frame Gallery, she has been 
in the framing business since 2001 

Downtown Bryan has become 
a haven for art and artists of 
all styles. Even so, there was 
not a space where artists could 
create, learn new artistic 
techniques and skills, frame 
their work, and just mingle 
with other artists. Four women 
came together to change that. 
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and is the acknowledged grande 
dame of the Downtown Bryan First 
Friday and Art Step experiences. 
“In addition to framing, I continue 
to feature original art by local 
artists as I have done for years,” says 
Greta. “It’s an important part of The 
Frame Gallery- having a place for 
local artist to share their work with 
the community.”
	 When she isn’t changing out 
the exhibits of the SEAD Gallery 
in the Federal Building, Cassidy 
deals with the brainstorming and 
logistics of the new Arts Center, 
which will also house the Barton 
Law Firm. Kristy describes her role 
in the new center as “the liaison 
between business and art.” As 
owner of The Village Downtown, 
an art café that showcases local 

music and art to diners, she is also 
creator of the art979.com site that 
allows artists to display their art 
and interact with one another. 
	 While the four ladies behind 
the Parker Astin Arts Center are 
from different backgrounds, they 
each bring a common goal to their 
creation ¬– a place that, in the 
words of Kristy, “fosters arts and 
creativity, whether you’re taking a 
class, looking at art, or just hanging 
out.”  
	 They also all agree that one 
of the best perks of running the 
Parker Astin Arts Center is being 
able to work alongside best friends 
and kindred spirits. When they talk 
about the Parker Astin Arts Center, 
their expressions are joyful and 
vibrant…like beautiful art.

What advice do you have for anyone 
wanting to start an artistic business?
Kristy: “Follow your dreams and be willing to take chances. You have 
to identify what you want to do, and go after it.” 

Le: “You have to find families that want to invest in their kids’ art education 
and build from there.”

What is your favorite part about 
working at the Parker Astin Arts center?
Le: “My favorite part is instilling a passion for art that is liberating and not 
something that children are scared of; making them fearless jumping into 
art. If they don’t start now, they will start to shut down. I love watching a 
child grow from being intimidated by art to being confident in their work.”

Cassidy: “I love being in a shared space where you have ready access to 
other people who are willing to talk, laugh and have the common goal of 
arts.”

Because the arts center is new, 
what goals do you have?
Kristy: “A big goal is marketing the space. Seeing it grow and expand is 
everyone’s goal. We want to find artist’s work and help them out.”  i
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