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By GEMMA PRICE

RUNWAY 
SUCCESS

He may have made his fortune on 
the world’s catwalks, but Antonio 

Berardi stays close to his roots.

 I came to Milan in 2000. I have artisans 
in Italy who do diff erent things for me 
and my factory is in Palma, but my 
family home is Sicily in southern Italy.
Childhood memories of trips to Italy? I was 

born in England, but as children we went 
to Sicily every summer. It’s funny because 
back then, people didn’t travel so much, but 
every Sicilian came home from wherever 
they were in the world for the summer to 
see their family. Every small town would 
celebrate their saints’ days and festivals, so 
they’d have a procession and some famous 
singers would come and sing. It was like a 
party every day and every night.  
What’s your favourite cuisine? I love to eat Italian 
food generally. I like simple food and places 
that serve typical Italian fare, such as Casa 
Lucia in Milan. For me, it’s more about 
the fl avours and honesty of the food than 
anything else, and that’s the amazing thing 
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My perfect day in Rome 
would be sightseeing 

because it s̕ like Disneyland.

about Italy – you can eat 
the simplest thing and 
it’s delicious. I also cook 
a lot at home. I do lots of 
Sicilian dishes, like stuff ed 
braised meats and various 
pastas. One recipe that I enjoy making uses 
ingredients such as fresh sardines and wild 
fennel with pine nuts, sultanas and toasted 
breadcrumbs with cinnamon and sugar. You 
caramelise your breadcrumbs and use it as 
you would cheese.
Have you travelled anywhere new in Italy recently? 
Last February, I was at Lake Como, where 
campaign pictures for my new capsule 
collection for Bellagio with Peroni Nastro 
Azzurro was shot. There is an area that’s up 
on a hill, above the town overlooking the lake, 
that is really beautiful. It has that sense of 
being left in another time, like a photo that 
has been abandoned in the sun.
Where are your favourite places to travel in Italy? I love 
Sicily, Naples and Rome, especially the latter 
I think because the people are hot-blooded. 
They’re the types of places that you visit as a 
tourist, but you want to be one of the natives.
What would be your perfect day in a city like 
Rome? My perfect day in Rome would be 

sightseeing because it’s like 
Disneyland – its madness 
and its huge size makes it 
quite incredible. I like that 
you can shop for oddities 
in Rome. You can buy 

amazing antiques and there are shops that 
cater to priests. But I prefer Rome at night.
In Campo de’ Fiori and those kinds of places, 
people would be out until four in the morning, 
having a drink or walking and chatting. It’s 
Italy from another time. 
What do you like to do when you travel? When I’m on 
holiday, I need to fi nd things to do. Chilling 
out is something I’m not very good at – I need 
to be seeing things, I need to people watch. I 
need to get a feel for the place, and often you 
get that more from being around the people.
Key travel accessories? I can’t travel without 
music and books. I take DVDs too because 
I like to watch movies. As for colognes and 
aftershaves, I love the old Guerlain stuff , like 
Mouchoir de Monsieur, Eau du Coq, Eau de 
Cologne Imperiale and Eau de Guerlain, 
which I layer.

Berardi’s collections are available in Singapore 
from Club 21 at Four Seasons Hotel. ≠

Clockwise from 
above left: 

Sicily; Berardi at 
work; Mouchoir de 

Monsieur.
Facing page: 

Berardi with the 
limited-edition 
Valigia bag that 
he designed for 
the Italian beer 
company Peroni 
Nastro Azzurro.
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