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As some of you are aware, we have recently experienced 
several changes in the Office of Continuing Education at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine. Following the passing of our 
dear friend and colleague, Dr. Bruce Hollett, in April 2013, 
our coordinator of Continuing Education programs, Melissa 
Kilpatrick, did a remarkable job of carrying on the CE mission. 
On January 1, I was named the new director of Continuing 
Education. Melissa and I are working together to make changes 
to the CE program to best meet the CE needs of the veterinary 
community. 

Changes implemented thus far include streamlining the 
online invitation and registration process, and providing novel 
continuing education opportunities for other members of the 
veterinary healthcare team, including veterinary technicians and 
client services representatives. Specific examples of our coming 
offerings include celebrating National Veterinary Technician 
Week in October by hosting a one-and-a-half day continuing 
education meeting with talks for both large and small animal 
technicians, scheduled for Oct. 18 and 19. Additionally, a 
program for veterinary front desk staff and entire practice teams, 
around the theme of “Delivering a Clear and Consistent Message 
in your Practice,” is under development and will be coming soon. 

Other goals of the Office of Continuing Education include 
encouraging current veterinary students to discover the value 
of the veterinary community by creating an opportunity for 

interactions with practicing veterinarians during our annual 
veterinary conference in the spring. At the 2014 Annual 
Veterinary Conference and Alumni Weekend in March, 
we hosted an interview “speed dating” event that allowed 
veterinary students the opportunity to “interview” with multiple 
practitioners in a one-on-one abbreviated format. Feedback from 
participating veterinary students and veterinarians indicate this 
was a huge success and we hope to expand this opportunity next 
year. 

You may have noticed our new CE logo that utilizes the state 
tree of Georgia, the live oak, to symbolize our commitment to 
a strong core foundation of knowledge and continued growth 
of emerging interests. We hope that UGA CVM alumni and 
all veterinarians in the Southeast will investigate our unique 
programs, discover the value of our offerings and expand 
their knowledge while we work to diversify and improve our 
programs. Importantly, a major goal of the CE team is to gather 
feedback from you, our constituents, regarding programs you 
would like to see offered at the CVM.

Many of you are already on our CE mailing list, but if you 
are not receiving our email invitations and would like to, please 
email Melissa at melissak@uga.edu and ask to be added.

And lastly, we are looking forward to offering CE events 
in the new Veteirnary Education Center at the new campus, 
beginning in the spring of 2015!

GettinG started with business

The Georgia BioBusiness Center (GBBC) works 
with companies that have research and technology 
ties to the University of Georgia.

Located on UGA’s Athens campus, the 
GBBC enables startups to accelerate their early 
growth through access to space, state-of-the-art 
equipment and support services.

GBBC programs encourage the 
commercialization of UGA faculty, staff and 
student discoveries in medicine, agriculture, 
bioinformatics and environmental science.

IS3D is just one of the many companies that has 
taken advantage of GBBC resources. 

Strong technology and intellectual property 
form the foundation of profitable companies, 
but success comes with equally strong business 
strategies. There are many legal, financial and 
organizational issues that startups must consider 
during formation, and the Georgia BioBusiness 
Center offers guidance for UGA entrepreneurs 
through the Start-Ups for Smarties program. 

Priority consideration is given to companies 
that have a technology licensing agreement with 
the University of Georgia Research Foundation. 
UGA’s Technological Commercialization Office 
also offers advice about intellectual property, 
licensing and negotiating.

“The University is one of the most successful 
state institutions in issuing licenses. These 
technologies belong in the commercial sector,” 
said Tom Robertson, CEO of IS3D. “These 
companies create jobs in Georgia — particularly 
in Athens — and it’s a big win for the University 
and Athens communities to be part of this 
economic development.”

students learn about the systems of the body through 
problem solving and allow them to investigate the 
effects of obesity and diabetes on the body. 

“Problem solving doesn’t change, no matter what 
age,” Robertson said. “It’s the context and level that 
changes, and we want to develop those themes of 
critical thinking, communicating and data analysis for 
all age levels.”

That means more partnerships with teachers and 
schools across the state. Robertson is seeking schools 
with a variety of demographic and socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

“We need to figure out where the pain points are for 
teachers in the curriculum, and we need to make sure 
our solution works in all situations,” he said. “If we’re 
not making something that teachers need and provides 
a solution, then we shouldn’t exist.”

Appreciative of the positive feedback and awards 
thus far, Robertson acknowledges that the next 
challenge is living up to them.

“Recognition is great, especially from peers in 
your own community, but we must push on and be 
a successful company to encourage others in the 
entrepreneur community to stick with it,” Robertson 
said. “It’s been a long road, but there’s light at the end of 
the tunnel.”

Melissa Kilpatrick (left), coordinator of Continuing Education, with Dr. Karen Cornell (right), who was named director of Continuing Education in January. 
Dr. Cornell is a professor of small animal soft tissue surgery. Photo by Sue Myers Smith.

A look into Continuing Education changes
By Karen Cornell, DVM, PhD, DACVS

Students can now use IS3D programs on a variety of platforms, including 
computers inside and outside of the classroom, and on mobile tablets.

Director of Continuing Education
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New facilities on track to open in 2015
Story by Cindy H. Rice

Photograph by Sue Myers Smith

After a year and a half of construction, the Veterinary Medical 
Learning Center is well under way. 

The site will include a new teaching hospital for small and large 
animals, a covered equine performance arena, a building dedicated to 
Field Services and Theriogenology, and an academic building for teaching 
students and continuing education courses. 

We are currently on schedule to complete construction in early 2015, 
with the goal of occupying the new facilities by that spring. The UGA 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital will move to the new site, along with all 
clinical faculty, hospital staff, clinical pathology and third- and fourth-
year students. The new facilities are located approximately three miles 
from the main College of Veterinary Medicine campus.

The Community Practice Clinic will remain in its current location 
on the main CVM campus and the current hospital building will be 
repurposed for much-needed research and instructional space.

As of May 31, the CVM had raised $27,530,000 toward the 
construction and equipping of these facilities. The College is still 
fundraising for this project. If you would like to make a gift, contact:  
706.542.1807 or give2vet@uga.edu

The University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine22
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HospitalNews

Academic Building
The academic building will be used by 

third-year students as their main classroom 
and will include:
•	 160-seat auditorium for student 

instruction, continuing education courses, 
guest speakers and more

•	 80-seat classroom
•	 Two 40-seat classrooms
•	 Flexible reception, seminar and dining 

space
•	 A UGA Food Services eatery that is 

open to hospital clients, faculty, staff and 
students

Highlights of the New Hospital 
The new hospital will allow us to address these issues 

and includes the following features:
•	 3X larger than the current facility
•	 A flexible design to meet current needs and to allow for 

future expansion
•	 Numerous teaching spaces including a dedicated rounds 

room for each service
•	 Expanded imaging capabilities and radiation therapy for 

all species
•	 Open lobbies and corridors with picturesque windows to 

let in plenty of natural light
•	 An outdoor courtyard and green space around the 

buildings 
•	 Dining area for clients, faculty, staff and students
•	 A physical address that can be found using GPS

Overview of the new facilities being constructed on College Station Road.

Rendering of the view of the Small Animal Hospital across              the central courtyard.

Large Animal Hospital
•	 Large, flat parking lot specifically 

designed for trailers
•	 Separate equine receiving and discharge 

area
•	 Outpatient wing
•	 Dedicated food animal treatment area
•	 Colic wing
•	 Separate isolation facility
•	 Large Animal ICU wing

Equine Performance Arena
This covered arena will be used to 

evaluate equine performance and lameness 
issues and will feature:
•	 Different surfaces on which to examine 

horses, including arena footing
•	 Force plates (that contain sensors) for 

computerized gait evaluation 
•	 Two exam rooms, one with farrier access 

Field Services Building
This facility will be next to the large 

animal hospital and will house Therio-
genology, Production Medicine and Field 
Services. Features include:
•	 Dedicated equine dental suite
•	 Palpation stocks
•	 An area for housing mares and foals
•	 Collection room for reproductive services
•	 Laboratory for processing field samples
•	 Covered canopy for truck parking

The Large Animal Hospital reception area will be next to a wing of stalls for outpatient visits.

Small Animal Hospital
•	 Separate covered entrance and parking for emergencies
•	 Intermediate care ward
•	 Designated physical therapy and rehabilitation area
•	 Interventional radiology suite
•	 Long corridors with multiple seating alcoves for clients
•	 Expanded isolation facility
•	 Dedicated zoological wards for different species

Identifying the Need
The current hospital opened in 1979. Since that time, 

our caseload has increased substantially, our number of 
students has increased, and our faculty and staff have 
tripled. We have become encumbered by the lack of space 
to train new veterinarians and to meet the demands of a 
growing population that expects higher levels of pet care.

Construction WebCam
vet.uga.edu/vmlc/webcam

Help Us Build the New Hospital
If you would like to support the building of our 

Veterinary Medical Learning Center, please contact the 
College’s Office for Veterinary External Affairs: 706.542.1807 
or give2vet@uga.edu

Rendering of the main auditorium in the new academic building.

The Equine Performance/Lameness Arena (foreground) and Field Services (background), 
shown under construction, June 2014.

Rendering of the Small Animal Hospital’s main entrance.
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Brittany Feldhaeusser (DVM 2017), Camille Grant (DVM 
2016), Amanda Holley (DVM 2016), Cher Hung (DVM 2017), 
Amanda Jara (DVM 2017), Christian Lapp (DVM 2017), Phil 
LaTourette (DVM 2017), Valerie Marcano (DVM 2017), Andrea 
Massa (DVM 2017), Fallon Moliere (DVM 2017), Lacey Pepples 
(DVM 2017) and Natalie Toulme (DVM 2016) were selected for the 
Georgia Veterinary Scholar Program. They were selected to work 
in the laboratory with a faculty mentor in the CVM. The program’s 
goal is to encourage promising veterinary students to enter a career 
in biomedical research or advanced clinical studies.

Catherine Griner (DVM 2015) and Adriana Weil (DVM 
2016) were awarded the Frances Wood Wilson Scholarship, a $5,000 
scholarship given to students in the second and third year of the 
DVM program who demonstrate leadership, active involvement in 
extracurricular activities, and a need for financial assistance.

Wade Won (DVM 2014) received the American College 
of Veterinary Radiology Award for demonstrating outstanding 
enthusiasm for and understanding of diagnostic and therapeutic 
radiology.

Hannah Brooks (DVM 2014) was awarded the American 
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine Certificate of Clinical 
Excellence for demonstrating a sincere interest in internal medicine 
and having outstanding didactic and clinical expertise in internal 
medicine.

Kathryn Sullivan (DVM 2014) received the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons Award for excelling in large animal surgery.

Abbett Hudson (DVM 2014) received the Field Service Award 
for demonstrating exceptional clinical proficiency and a genuine 
interest in large animal medicine to the field service faculty.

Sarah Blanton (DVM 2014) received the Large Animal “In-
House” Award for exhibiting exceptional proficiency in large animal 
medicine and surgery.

Sable Allen (DVM 2014) and Tyler Vaughn (DVM 2014) 
received the John Morton Award for Humane Animal Care for 
demonstrating the most concern for the humane treatment of 
animals in the hospital. This award is given in memory of Dr. 
Morton, a retired College of Veterinary Medicine faculty member 
who was the Head of the Department of Medicine and Surgery.

Erin Edwards, Wade Edwards, Erica Noland and Jana Powell, 
all from the Class of 2014, were awarded Certificates of Merit for 
Proficiency in Anatomic Pathology.

Rebecca Adkins (DVM 2014), Kathryne Bucks (DVM 2014), 
Emily Burke, Jennifer Freeman, Jenna Gilkeson, Whitney Kiser, 
Savannah Landrum, Bethany Pavlik, Jana Powell, Aimee Vaughn 
and Lydia Young were awarded Certificates of Merit for Proficiency 
in Large Animal Medicine and Surgery.

Erin Edwards (DVM 2014) was awarded the America College 
of Veterinary Pathologists Award for Excellence in Veterinary 
Pathology for demonstrating exceptional proficiency and interest in 
anatomic and clinical pathology. 

Tyson Strickland (DVM 2016) 
was awarded the first Zach Cowart 
Memorial Scholarship, which is 
presented to a student selected into 
the Veterinary Incentive Program, 
a collaboration between the College 
of Agriculture and Environmental 
Sciences and the College of 
Veterinary Medicine, and who also 
demonstrate a passion for the well-
being of people and animals. The 
scholarship was established in the 
memory of Zach Cowart, a member 
of the Class of 2017. (See story 
about the Zach Cowart Memorial 
Scholarship on page 28).

Bethany Pavlik (DVM 2014) was awarded the Food Animal 
Production Medicine Clinical Proficiency Award for demonstrating 
a sincere passion and outstanding performance in the field of beef, 
dairy or swine production medicine.

Lauren Dempsey (DVM 2014) was awarded the American 
College of Feline Practitioners Outstanding Senior Award for her 
interest in feline medicine and surgery. 

Leslie Shelnutt (DVM 2014) was awarded the American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons Award for excelling in small animal 
surgery. 

Emily Burke (DVM 2014) was awarded the American College 
of Veterinary Anesthesia and Analgesia Clinical Proficiency Award 
for exemplifying clinical proficiency in anesthesia.

Justin Fyfe and Amanda Vance, both from the Class of 
2014, were awarded the American College of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine Certificate of Clinical Excellence for demonstrating a 
sincere interest in internal medicine and showing outstanding 
didactic and clinical expertise in internal medicine. 

Hannah Vissers (DVM 2014) received the Award for 
Academic Excellence in Veterinary Ophthalmology for 
demonstrating a sincere interest and aptitude for veterinary 
ophthalmology. 

Kelly Cummings (DVM 2014) was awarded the Award for 
Proficiency in Emergency & Critical Care for demonstrating 
extraordinary commitment and exceptional proficiency in caring 
for emergency and critical care patients. 

Scarlett Timmons (DVM 2014) was awarded the Bayer 
Excellence in Communication Award for demonstrating the 
strongest key communication skills during a client interview. 

Andrew Durden (DVM 2014) was awarded the Martha F. 
Cannon Scholarship for Clinical Excellence in Ophthalmology for 
demonstrating excellence in clinical ophthalmology.

Amber Coffman (DVM 2014) was awarded the Blanch 
D. Hayes Award for demonstrating excellence in the care and 
treatment of feline patients and having an exemplary “cage-side 
manner.”

Scott Fowler (DVM 2014) was awarded the Kaytee Avian and 
Special Species Excellence Award for demonstrating excellence 
in the field of companion bird and non-domestic avian medicine, 
surgery and management.

Courtney Sampson (DVM 2014) was awarded the John 
Oliver Neurology Award for demonstrating exceptional proficiency 
and interest in clinical neurology.

Stuart Ann Varner (DVM 2014) was awarded the 
Outstanding Senior Internal Medicine Student Scholarship for 
demonstrating exemplary proficiency in internal medicine. 

Andrew Durden (DVM 2014) was awarded the Outstanding 
Senior Oncology Student Scholarship for demonstrating exemplary 
proficiency in oncology. 

Wade Edwards (DVM 2014) was awarded the Rafter 
Memorial Scholarship for demonstrating proficiency in oncology 
and compassion for both patient and client.

Molly Homes (DVM 2014) was awarded the Bob Rosenthall 
Senior Student Award for Proficiency in Clinical Oncology for 

Juliane Felton (2015) was awarded the first Dr. R. Bruce 
Hollett Fellowship in Veterinary Medicine. The scholarship 

is presented to a student with an emphasis in large animal or mixed 
animal medicine with an interest in animal reproduction. This 
fellowship was established in loving memory of Dr. Bruce Hollett. 
Photo by Sue Myers Smith.

Highlights from the 2014 Honors and Awards Banquet
StudentNews

Kari Fine, left, received the Dean Emeritus Thomas J. Jones 
Cup, which honors an outstanding fourth-year student 

selected on the basis of personality, professional proficiency and 
scholastic achievement. Fine recently graduated from the CVM’s 
DVM-PhD program. Photo by Sue Myers Smith.

Jennifer Shafer was awarded the Faculty Scholastic Plaque and 
Clifford Westerfield Award for having the highest scholastic 

average for her entire four years at the CVM. Photo by Sue Myers Smith.

demonstrating superior aptitude in the diagnosis, treatment and 
general care of companion animals affected by malignant disease.

Jessica Adams, Jennifer Covington, Kelly Cummings,  
Lauren Dempsey, Morgan Frye, Nathan Harpe, Jacob Liu, 
Courtney Sampson, Brenna Stapleton, Stuart Ann Varner 
and Lydia Young, all from the Class of 2014, were awarded 
Certificates of Merit for Proficiency in Small Animal Medicine 
and Surgery.

Tyson Strickland
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Nicole Gottdenker, DVM, MS, PhD, DACVP, an assistant 
professor of anatomic pathology in the Department of Pathology, 
received the John M. Bowen Award for Excellence in Animal/
Biomedical Research from the CVM. Gottdenker is a board-certified 
veterinary pathologist with a specialized focus in zoo and wildlife 
pathology, and she also has a PhD in ecology. Her research focuses on 
the effects of environmental change on infectious disease transmission 
in humans, domestic animals, and wildlife, with a particular focus 
on vector-borne multihost pathogens. For example, her long-term 
research on the effects of deforestation on Chagas disease transmission 
in Panama has shown that Chagas disease vector infection increases in 
deforested areas.

 
Phi Zeta Day featured two speakers from the UGA CVM faculty: 

Rabindranath De La Fuente, DVM, MSc, PhD, an associate professor 
in the Department of Physiology and Pharmacology, who presented 
a talk on “Novel epigenetic markers of chromosome instability in 
canine solid tumors.” And, Ben Brainard, VMD, DACVA, DACVECC, 
an associate professor of small animal emergency and critical care 
medicine, who discussed “The Great Ape Heart Project in Cameroon.”

Kira Epstein, DVM, DACVS, DACVECC, an associate 
professor of large animal emergency and critical care medicine in the 
Department of Large Animal Medicine, was awarded the Clinical 
Research Award by the CVM. Since joining the College in 2006 as a 
clinical-track faculty member, Epstein has authored 25 publications, 
including 17 research publications; she served as the primary or senior 
author on at least nine of the published studies. Her research is focused 
in the areas of intravenous regional perfusion of antibiotics, practical 
aspects of abdominal and intestinal surgery, and aspects of coagulation 
in health and disease.

 
John Peroni, DVM, MS, DACVS, was selected to serve on 

the Large Animal Scientific Advisory Board for the Morris Animal 
Foundation.

The Zoetis Award for Excellence in Research was awarded 
by the College to Vanessa Ezenwa, PhD, an associate professor of 
infectious diseases who is jointly appointed to the Department of 
Infectious Disease and the Odum School of Ecology. Since her arrival 
at the CVM in fall 2010, Ezenwa has published 16 papers, including 
nine in which she served as the lead or senior author. Her work is 
centered in the nexus of “One Health” and focuses on how animal 
behavior, ecology, physiology and environmental changes underlie 
host exposure and susceptibility to infection. She is regularly invited to 
present her research at international meetings, including a scheduled 
presentation this July as the plenary speaker for the Australian Society 
of Parasitology.

K. Paige Carmichael, DVM, PhD, DACVP, received the 
Distinguished Alumna Award from the Tuskegee University School 
of Veterinary Medicine. Carmichael is the CVM’s associate dean for 
academic affairs and a professor of veterinary pathology.

FacultyNews
Three projects proposed by UGA CVM faculty members 

were among 17 funded university-wide by the Office of the 
Vice President for Instruction. Each of the Summer 2014 
Innovative Instruction Faculty Grants provides $5,000 for 
faculty to improve teaching and learning through innovative 
instructional projects, such as redesign of course curricula 
and materials, integration of new techniques or pedagogical 
strategies for a course, or exploration of a new instructional 
technique. The UGA CVM funded projects are:

Melinda S. Camus, DVM, DACVP, and Bridget C. 
Garner, DVM, PhD, DACVP: “Creating a Digital Hematology 
and Cytology Archive for Use in Instruction of Veterinary 
Clinical Pathology.” Camus and Garner are both assistant 
professors of clinical pathology, based in the Department of 
Pathology.

Wan-I Oliver Li, DVM, 
PhD: “A More Interactive 
Approach for Teaching 
VPHY3100 (Elements of 
Physiology).” Li is an associate 
professor of physiology based in 
the Department of Physiology 
and Pharmacology.

Simon Platt, BVM&S, 
MRCVS, DACVIM 
(Neurology), DECVN; Marc 
Kent, DVM, DACVIM (Internal 
Medicine and Neurology); and 
Allison Haley, DVM, MRCVS, 
DACVIM (Neurology): 
“Development of an Open Access Video Case-Based Teaching 
Site for Veterinary Medicine Faculty” Platt and Kent are 
professors of neurology and neurosurgery; Haley is an assistant 
professor of neurology and neurosurgery; the trio is based in 
the Department of Small Animal Medicine and Surgery.

Three CVM faculty members were recognized by 
veterinary students for their contributions to the students’ 
education during this past academic year: Cherlyn Roberts, 
DVM, a senior lecturer in anatomy, by the Class of 2017; 
Kate Myrna, DVM, MS, DACVO, an assistant professor of 
ophthalmology, by the Class of 2016; and Kevin Clarke, DVM, 
DACVS, a clinical associate 
professor of orthopedics, by 
both the Class of 2015 and the 
Class of 2014.

Dr. Myrna also received the 
Zoetis Distinguished Veterinary 
Teacher Award, which is 
presented to a teaching member 
of the faculty, selected on the 
basis of character, leadership 
and teaching ability as judged 
by the responsiveness of her 
students. 

U.S. Poultry & Egg Association 
honors UGA professor of avian 

medicine with top research award

Mark W. Jackwood, PhD, a professor and molecular 
virologist at the Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center, is 
the 2014 recipient of the Charles Beard Research Excellence 
Award from the U.S. Poultry & Egg Association.

Jackwood was selected based on his exceptional work 
to advance the understanding and control of infectious 
bronchitis, including the development of new vaccines, the 
introduction of new methods for classification of the virus, 
and his promotion of improved methods for controlling the 
disease, said selection officials from the association.

“Dr. Beard’s long and productive career is an 
inspiration, and I have a lot of respect for him. I am truly 
honored to receive this award that bears his name,” said 
Jackwood, who is widely recognized as one of the world’s 
leading experts on infectious bronchitis virus in poultry. 

The award is named for Charles Beard (DVM ’55), 
a former director of the Southeast Poultry Research 
Laboratory and former vice president of research for the 
U.S. Poultry & Egg Association. The award, which is given 
annually, recognizes outstanding completed research projects 
that have been funded by USPOULTRY or the USPOULTRY 
Foundation and have made a significant positive impact on 
the poultry industry.

Jackwood joined the UGA CVM’s faculty in 1989, and 
in 2011 was named head of its Department of Population 
Health, which includes the Poultry Diagnostic and Research 
Center. He is the CVM’s first J. R. Glisson Professor of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Nicole Gottdenker, left, is awarded the John M. Bowen Award for Ex-
cellence in Animal/Biomedical Research. Photos by Sue Myers Smith.

Kira Epstein, left, is awarded the Clinical Research Award.

Vanessa Ezenwa, left, is awarded the Zoetis Award for Excellence in 
Research.

Wan-I Oliver Li

Kate Myrna

(From left) John Smith, Fieldale Farms Corporation, and 
chairman of the Foundation Research Advisory Committee; 
Charles Beard, former director of the Southeast Poultry 
Research Laboratory and retired vice president of research 
at USPOULTRY; Mark Jackwood, professor and head of 
the Department of Population Health at the University of 
Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine; and John Glisson, 
vice president of research programs for USPOULTRY. Photo 
provided by the U.S. Poultry & Egg Association.

UGA faculty awarded innovative 
instruction grants
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(from the UGA Office for the Vice President of Research), she 
helped design and create a series of videos and computer animated/
interactive modules focused on topics taught in the course: how to 
collect samples for microbiological culture, how to run tests on the 
cultures and interpret the test results, how to present cases and data 
to others, and how to perform various laboratory techniques. The 
students applauded their efforts, and said the more engaging course 
enabled them to better retain the material.

In addition, Hondalus was selected as a 2014-15 UGA 
Service Learning Fellow, a yearlong faculty development 
program that provides an opportunity for selected faculty 
members to integrate service-learning into their teaching, 
research, and public service work while becoming recognized 
campus leaders in service-learning pedagogy and community 
engagement. The program includes a $2,500 fellowship award. 
Hondalus is an associate professor of infectious diseases and 
graduate coordinator of the CVM’s DVM-MPH dual degree 
program.

Michael Q. Lowder, DVM, an associate professor of large 
animal internal medicine, is now a diplomate of the American 
Veterinary Dental College in the new specialty of Equine Dentistry. 
As of May 2014, he is one of only five veterinarians on faculty 
at AAVMC-member schools worldwide to receive this board 
certification. (The AAVMC, or the Association of American 
Veterinary Medical Colleges, provides leadership for and 
promotes academic excellence among its member institutions.)

UGA research team selected to 
receive 2014 Interdisciplinary Proposal 
Development program funding

A research team based within the UGA colleges of Veterinary 
Medicine and Public Health and the Odum School of Ecology 
comprise one of six teams selected from the university community-
at-large to receive funding through the 2014 Interdisciplinary 
Proposal Development program. The UGA program provides cross-
disciplinary teams of faculty with seed money that allows them to 
generate preliminary data that can give them a competitive edge as 
they apply for large grants and program project funds from federal 
agencies and private foundations. 

The projects were selected on the basis of their competitiveness 
for the indicated funding opportunity. The UGA-CPH-Odum team 
proposes to develop a new animal model for studying tuberculosis 
infection and transmission, which has the potential to lead to new 
vaccine development. 

Their project is entitled “The Ferret as a Model of 
Tuberculosis Transmission.” Fred Quinn, MS, PhD, head 
of the Department of Infectious Diseases and the Athletic 
Association Professor of Infectious Diseases will lead the team. 
Co-investigators include: Biao He, PhD, a professor of infectious 
diseases and the Fred C. Davison Distinguished University Chair in 
Veterinary Medicine; Christopher Whalen, MS, MD, the Earnest 

Corn Professor of Infectious Disease Epidemiology at the College 
of Public Health, who will provide expertise in epidemiology and 
biostatistics; Vanessa Ezenwa, PhD, an associate professor of 
infectious diseases who is jointly appointed to the Odum School 
of Ecology; Russ Karls, PhD, an associate research scientist, and 
Tuhina Gupta, PhD, an assistant research scientist, both of whom 
are based within the Department of Infectious Diseases; Mark 
Tompkins, PhD, an associate professor of infectious diseases; 
Balazs Rada, PhD, an assistant professor of infectious diseases; 
Kaori Sakamoto, DVM, PhD, DACVP, an associate professor of 
anatomic pathology in the CVM’s Department of Pathology; and 
Steve Harvey, DVM, MS, an associate professor in the CVM’s 
Department of Population Health and the assistant director of the 
University Research Animal Resources department.

The Charles Dobbins Award for Excellence in Service was 
awarded by the College to Holly Sellers, MS, PhD, a professor of 
avian medicine at the Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center. 
Sellers was recognized for her dedication to helping poultry 
production veterinarians maintain the health of their flocks, 
particularly during outbreaks of new disease strains during the last 
few years.

Sonia M. Hernandez, DVM, PhD, DACZM, an assistant 
professor in the College’s Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife 
Disease Study who is jointly appointed to the Warnell School of 
Forestry and Natural Resources, received more than $60,000 from 
the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and the American Bird Conservancy to use kitty cams to study 
the effects of island cats on wildlife mortality. Kitty cams are 
special cameras placed on cats that provide a cat’s-eye view of their 
behavior. Hernandez and her collaborators will follow the activities 
of feral cats on a barrier island off the Georgia coast to see how 
feral cats affect their environment and what steps may be taken to 
reduce the damage they cause.

The Outstanding Laboratory Service Award was presented 
to Paula Krimer-Rollison, DVM, DVSc, DACVP, an associate 
professor of clinical pathology in the Department of Pathology 
who is assigned to the Athens Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
(AVDL). While Krimer-Rollison is known for consistently 
providing outstanding biopsy and cytology services to AVDL 
clients, she was recognized for her leadership in addressing issues 
and making improvements to benefit the Georgia Veterinary 
Diagnostic Laboratories in Athens and Tifton. She played a key 
role in establishing an online test catalog for AVDL, and leads a 
transition team that is implementing a new electronic laboratory 
management records system (VetView, www.vetview.org) in the 
diagnostic laboratories.

Leanne Alworth, DVM, MS, DACLAM, an associate 
professor in the Department of Population Health, was appointed 
to serve as the American Society of Laboratory Animal 
Practitioners representative on the AVMA’s Animal Welfare 
Committee.

Monique Franca, DVM, PhD, DACPV, DACVP, was one 
of two winners of the Phi Zeta Manuscript competition for her 
manuscript, “Co-Infection of Mallards with Low-Virulence 
Newcastle Disease Virus and Low-Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
Virus.” Franca is an assistant professor of avian pathology at the 
Poultry Diagnostic and Research Center.

Mary Hondalus, DVM, PhD, was awarded the David Tyler 
Award for Advances in Teaching for innovations in the area of 
instruction that have had a significant impact on the educational 
efforts of the college. Hondalus was recognized for her efforts to 
enhance student engagement and critical thinking in a laboratory 
course called Veterinary Bacteriology and Mycology (IDIS 
5130), which all first-year veterinary students are required to 
take. Working with a colleague (Sreekumari Rajeev, BVSc, PhD, 
DACVM, DACVP, an associate professor of infectious diseases), 
and with the help of a $5,000 Innovative Instruction Faculty Grant 

Holly Sellers, right, is awarded the Charles Dobbins Award for
Excellence in Service. Photos by Sue Myers Smith.

Paula Krimer-Rollison, right, is awarded the Outstanding Laboratory 
Service Award.

Monique Franca, right, is awarded the Phi Zeta Manuscript Award. 

Mary Hondalus, left, was awarded the David Tyler Award for
Advances in Teaching. Photo by Sue Myers Smith.

Michael Lowder is a diplomate of the American Veterinary Dental 
College in Equine Dentistry. Photo by Christopher B. Herron.
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The University of Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine 
recognized five alumni with awards for service to the College and to 
the veterinary profession. The awards were presented by the Alumni 
Association of the College of Veterinary Medicine during the 
College’s 51st Annual Veterinary Conference and Alumni Weekend, 
held in Athens.

Young Achiever Award

Wesley Roach (DVM ’05), of Nashville, Tenn., received the 
Young Achiever award for 2014. Dr. Roach is a veterinary surgeon 
at Nashville Veterinary Specialists, where he is known as a skilled 
surgeon who enjoys all aspects of veterinary surgery, including 
orthopedic, oncology, soft tissue and neurological surgeries.

In 2011, Dr. Roach established a fund to help provide surgery 
and after-care for injured homeless dogs and cats that have 
repairable injuries. Named after his own dog, the Merle’s Angels 
Advised Fund has helped multiple animals undergo treatment for 
injuries, all of which later moved on to permanent loving homes. 
The Fund can only send grants to other nonprofit organizations, so 
all of the animals in the program are associated with local rescue 
agencies and nonprofit groups.

While the Fund will occasionally send small grants to other 
veterinarians in the area to provide routine surgeries for these rescue 
animals, it is Dr. Roach who performs the bulk of the surgeries at 

the practice where he works. Most of the cases are strays that have 
been hit by cars and brought into NVS’s emergency clinic, or calls 
for help from local shelter veterinarians and rescue groups that 
contact Roach through the Merle’s Angels Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/merles.angels).

Distinguished Alumni Awards

Esco Hall Jr. (DVM ’73), of Baxley, Ga., bought a mixed-animal 
veterinary practice in Baxley a week after he graduated from the 
UGA CVM, and has been a pillar of his community ever since.

Described by his nominators as “not ego-driven or attention-
seeking,” “quiet, confident and rather unassuming” and “a man of 
great ethics and character,” Dr. Hall is known as a man who helps all.

In his community, since 1982 he has served Baxley as a 
city councilman, and, since 1997, also as its Mayor Pro Tem. 
Additionally, he has served on the Appling County Development 
Authority, the Heart of Georgia Altamaha Regional Commission 
and its predecessors, and on the Georgia Secretary of State Advisory 
Board on Rural Development. From 1979 to 1997, he served as 
president of the Appling County Branch of the NAACP; from 1980 
to 1996, he served as president and secretary of the Progressive 
Club. He has also been active in his local Chamber of Commerce, 
100 Black Men of Southeast Georgia, and numerous other 
organizations. He has owned and operated the Appling Animal 

Hospital since 1973, and the Baxley Funeral Home since 1991.
Dr. Hall has received multiple awards through the years, 

including Leadership of the Year 2009, from 100 Black Men of 
Southeast Georgia; Citizen of the Year 1991, from the Emancipation 
Proclamation Committee; Outstanding Leadership Award for 1987 
and Man of the Year for 1982, both from the NAACP.

Susan M. LaRue (DVM ’77) is a professor of radiation 
oncology at the Colorado State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, where she teaches 
undergraduates, DVM students and graduate students, and trains 
residents in radiation oncology.

After earning her DVM from UGA, Dr. LaRue became a 
partner in a companion animal practice in North Myrtle Beach, 
S.C. She left in 1982 to enter a small animal internship at the UGA 
CVM, followed by a surgical residency at CSU. She joined CSU as a 
research associate in 1989, and by 1992 was an assistant professor of 
radiation oncology. 

During her early years at CSU, Dr. LaRue earned both an MS 
in the clinical sciences, in 1986, and a PhD, in 1992, in radiation 
biology with a focus on tumor cell kinetics in canine osteosarcoma 
and lymphoma. Today, her research focuses on experimental 
therapeutics and tumor microenvironment, utilizing the canine 
spontaneous tumor model.

Dr. LaRue has been an active faculty member at CSU, and has 
served on numerous committees within her department, teaching 
hospital, and college, as well as on the campus at large. Her service 

Alumni Association recognizes five colleagues at Annual Conference

Wesley Roach received the Young Achiever Award.
Photos by Sue Myers Smith.

Esco Hall Jr. received the Distinguished Alumnus Award. Susan M. LaRue received the Distinguished Alumna Award. Jan Sosnowski Nichol (above) and Gary Brown (below) each received 
a Distinguished Alumni Award. 
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to CSU includes a position on the Faculty Council Committee on 
Intercollegiate Athletics, on which she has served since 2003; she has 
chaired the committee since 2007.

Dr. LaRue is board certified by both the American College 
of Veterinary Surgeons and the American College of Veterinary 
Radiology, in the specialty of Radiation Oncology. She was a charter 
diplomate of ACVR’s Radiation Oncology specialty, and has served 
as president of that organization.

Jan Sosnowski Nichol (DVM ’80) is a devoted servant to her 
profession, her alma mater and her local community.

In the decade following her graduation from UGA CVM, Dr. 
Sosnowski Nichol earned certificates in both large animal medicine 
and large animal surgery at the University of Guelph, and in 1986 
founded Delmarva Equine Clinic, in Dover, Del. She has grown 
Delmarva from a solo practice to a five-veterinarian practice, and 
recently oversaw a second renovation to the clinic — which is now 
an 8,500-square-foot facility grossing $3 million annually.

Many members of her clinic staff have been with her more than 
15 years. With their help, she works with a variety of students and 
others to provide foster care for animals in need, and to sponsor 
underprivileged families during the holiday season.

Sosnowski Nichol has been an active member of the Delaware 
Veterinary Medical Association since 1982, and has lobbied on 
behalf of the DVMA at the state level. She has served on state 
committees to address dangerous dogs as well as pet overpopulation 
in Delaware. For DVMA, she has served as vice president, president-
elect, president, as well as in other capacities, and for 10 years 
served as either the DVMA delegate or alternate delegate to the 

AVMA House of Delegates. In 2009, she was awarded the DVMA 
Veterinarian of the Year award.

Gary Brown (DVM ’84), of Princeton, W. Va., is well-known 
for his commitment to enhancing education, and for his dedication 
to serving his profession.

Throughout his career, Dr. Brown has taken an active interest 
in the education of young people. He has served on multiple boards 
for high schools and colleges, including 16 years on the veterinary 
technician program board for Fairmont State College, and 22 
years on the board of a vocational program for human nurses. For 
multiple years, he has served as a judge for the West Virginia State 
Science and Engineering Fair. 

His service as a mentor to veterinary students in the Virginia-
Maryland region earned him 2013 Mentor of the Year awards 
from the Virginia Veterinary Medical Association, the Maryland 
Veterinary Medical Association, and the Virginia-Maryland 
Regional College of Veterinary Medicine. In addition, in 2013, he 
was named the West Virginia VMA’s Veterinarian of the Year.

He has been an extremely active member of the West Virginia 
VMA, and has served as its president, regional representative, 
president-elect, on multiple committees, and for seven years as its 
delegate to the American Veterinary Medical Association’s House of 
Delegates.

In 2008, he was elected as vice president of the AVMA 
and served two terms. Currently, he serves as the District V 
Representative to the AVMA Executive Board, which encompasses 
the states of Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio and West Virginia. His term 
expires in July 2019.

Kaplan, Clarke recognized by OTS and Alpha Psi

AlumniNews

Ray Kaplan, DVM, PhD, DEVPC, DACVM, received 
the 2014 Dr. Fred C. Davison Award for Distinguished 
Service. Dr. Kaplan is a professor of parasitology in the 
UGA CVM’s Department of Infectious Diseases. He has 
received numerous research and service awards including 
the Pfizer Award for Excellence in Research, and the Charles 
Dobbins Award for Excellence in Service. He has served 
the Omega Tau Sigma veterinary fraternity’s Eta Chapter as 
faculty advisor for several years.

The Davison award was established in 1986 by the Eta 
Chapter in recognition of Davison’s many contributions to 
the University of Georgia and the veterinary profession. The 
recipients are recognized for their sustained public service 
and leadership role in their community, the University and 
the fraternity.

The students chose Dr. Kaplan for the work-life balance 
he exemplifies:  In addition to being a world-renowned 
expert in his field, Dr. Kaplan is a devoted father to two 
children and devoted husband to his wife of 30 years, 
Holly, a clinical professor of audiology the UGA College 
of Education. He provides service to the veterinary 
parasitology professional community in a variety of roles, 
including his current service as the vice president of the 
American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists. In 
addition, he is very active in his synagogue, serving as a 
Temple Board member and on the finance committee. He 
also loves to cook, and is an avid fan of sports and Bruce 
Springsteen.

Ray Kaplan received the 2014 Fred C. 
Davison Award from Omega Tau Sigma. 
Photos by Christopher B. Herron.

Kevin M. Clarke, DVM, DACVS, received the 
2014 A. M. Mills Award from the Lambda Chapter of 
Alpha Psi. Dr. Clarke is a clinical associate professor of 
orthopedic surgery in the UGA CVM’s Department of 
Small Animal Medicine and Surgery. Dr. Clarke spent 
12 years in academic positions at both the Purdue 
University College of Veterinary Medicine and the 
Mississippi State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine. He then worked in private specialty practice 
prior to arriving at UGA in July of 2012.

The A. M. Mills Award was established in 1961 
by the Lambda Chapter to honor Dr. Adrian M. Mills, 
who was known for boundless energy, numerous 
ideas and endless patience. He had a great respect for 
individuals and animals alike, and a strong desire to 
better the veterinary profession.

The students chose Dr. Clarke for being an 
“amazing clinician” with “a big heart.”

“His passion for teaching medicine and making a 
personal connection with each student is something 
unique. He shows he cares about our present 
learning experience as well as our future careers. 
His soft-spoken nature, enthusiasm, and patience 
make him the perfect candidate for this award,” said 
Lambda Chapter representatives.

Kevin M. Clarke received the 2014 A.M. 
Mills Award from Alpha Psi.
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Don’t forget to grab a spot at the 11th annual Hawaii Dawg-O on Aug. 2. The Swingin 
Medallions and Hairy Dawg will welcome you to the historic Georgia Theatre at 7 p.m. 
for a night of fun, heavy appetizers, and an open beer and wine bar. The Grace Memorial 
Foundation will hold both a live and silent auction to raise money for the G.R.A.C.E. Fund, 
an endowment that helps pet owners pay for medical care at the University of Georgia's 
College of Veterinary Medicine Small Animal Teaching Hospital. They also give scholarships 
to two veterinary students and a graduate student in the College of Environment and Design, 
as well as contributions to the building fund for the new Veterinary Teaching Hospital. 

“I am especially proud of the Grace Memorial Foundation’s board and our many 
supporters through the years for continuing the vision of our founder, the late Jim Shearon,” 
said Dr. Flynn Nance, president of the Grace Memorial Foundation board. “We were 
especially blessed to have Sheryl McGarity join our board two years ago. Her tireless efforts in 
this event has made our fundraiser one of the premier events in the Classic City. Come dine, 
dance and meet Greg and Sheryl, along with many other current and former ‘greats’ of the 
Bulldawg Nation.”

Featuring food by the Classic City Chef, the night will be hosted by UGA celebrities at 
each table, including Coach Mark Fox, Coach Scott Stricklin, Scott Howard, Chuck Dowdle, 
and more. The  roof tables will feature video and sound to show what’s happening live on 
stage. Blocks of rooms are available at the Holiday Inn (706.549.4433) for $70 per night. Ask 
for the Hawaii Dawg-O rate, and join us for a night of entertainment!

For more information call Dr. Nance at 770.483.7225.

is valuable for setting cancer research priorities. In the 21st 
century, developing targeted therapies for these cancer subtypes 
is one of the NCI’s main research objectives. My interests include 
the geographic distribution of cancer, time trends and effects of 
socioeconomic status on incidence, stage and survival. To better 
characterize the prevalence of tumor markers, I lead efforts to 
obtain tissue specimens from patients.

What is it about these areas that interest you in particular?

This is an exciting time in cancer research. Thanks to 
improved treatments, five-year cancer survival has nearly 
doubled to 70 percent in the past 50 years, with even better 
improvement in survival for lymphoma and childhood cancers. 
These rapid breakthroughs have taken on new and personal 
meaning following my wife’s recent diagnosis of breast cancer. 
There is good reason to believe she will be a long-term survivor, 
however, this experience has given me a new and deeper 
appreciation of the mission of NCI.

What does it mean to you to be recognized by the Rear 
Admiral James H. Steele One Health Outstanding PHS 
Veterinary Career Award?

It’s an honor. I particularly appreciated that this award was 
from my colleagues in the veterinary category. I’m also humbled 

because the previous recipients of this award set a high bar with 
their professional achievements. I was the first recipient of the 
award after it was renamed for Rear Admiral Steele, the “father 
of veterinary public health.” Dr. Steele’s career was exemplary. He 
was a mentor to many veterinarians, including me, and his death 
in 2013 affected me deeply.  

What other career goals do you have in the next two decades?

I generally can’t predict what I’ll be doing more than two 
years from the present. During the next two years I’ll be working 
to develop a cancer tissue bank at NCI. At some point, I’d like 
to be detailed to the International Organization of Research on 
Cancer in Lyon, France.

Do you have advice for soon-to-be graduates?

Look for opportunities, embrace change, and cultivate a 
diverse network of friends and colleagues. When Bill Foege, 
the former Director of the CDC, retired to work at the Gates 
Foundation, he told us, “At the end of a career, no one ever says 
they wish they had spent more time in the lab.”

AlumniNews

Save the Date: Aug. 2
Annual Hawaii Dawg-O

THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA®

College of Veterinary Medicine

Meaningful to clients, veterinarians and the College

“It is hard to find anything positive about the death of a pet, but 
this is one thing that adds more meaning. The Pet Memorial 
donation is something very positive, and the clients are not 

expecting it.”
 — Mark Mosher, DVM ’81 
 

“The Pet Memorials are a win/win. They are good for the client 
and good for the clinic.”

 — Tom Nemetz, DVM ’81 PhD 
  

For more information, please contact us: 
Phone: 706.542.1807 

E-mail: give2vet@uga.edu
Web: www.vet.uga.edu/GO/memorial

Pet

Drs. Mosher and  Nemetz are pictured with Mac Reheney 
(left) and Indie Hale (right) outside  South Athens Animal 

Clinic, which has donated for more than 30 years.

PetMemorialsMemorials




