A’s, Cubs make blockbuster deal for pitchers
Oakland gets starters Jeff Samardzija, Jason Hammel | SPORTS | Page C1
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“It’s in a wildland brush and tree area.
Because of the drought, it’s extremely dry.”
LARRY SAVAGE, assistant chief, Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District

KINGS TO GAIN
FEW SEATS, ADD
PRICEY PERKS
By Dale Kasler
and Ryan Lillis

• • • •

Sacramento firefighters douse a brush fire that burned behind Cal Expo on
Friday afternoon not far from the facility’s racetrack.

Brush fire
threatened
Cal Expo

The Sacramento Kings are
abandoning the arena that
has the fewest seats in the
NBA. They’re building a new
arena ... with the fewest seats
in the NBA.
The $477 million arena at
Downtown Plaza, set to begin
construction
later
this
month, will seat just 17,500
fans. That’s fewer than 200
additional seats compared to
Sleep Train Arena, which is
widely considered outmoded
and inadequate for NBA use.
The Kings’ owners say their
new building will be more lucrative than Sleep Train
through the magic of modern
arena design. There will be
far more seats in the lower
bowl, translating into higher
ticket prices. There will be
twice as many “premium”
seats, including luxury suites
and lofts, which will come
with VIP perks and be among
the most expensive tickets in
the house. Those features will
more than offset the relatively small total seating capacity,
team officials say.
“There will be a massive
change in comfort, in amenities, in concessions,” said
ARENA | Page A2

Renée C. Byer rbyer@sacbee.com

A helicopter drops fire retardant as smoke billows past the racetrack, agricultural buildings and the Raging Waters park at Cal Expo. The fire led officials
to cancel the sold-out Sacramento Republic FC soccer game at Bonney Field, but the 9:30 p.m. fireworks show at Cal Expo was allowed to go on.

WATER PARK EVACUATED, SOCCER GAME CANCELED
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Quakes
on rise
in heart
of nation

El Camino Ave.

By Sean Cockerham
McClatchy Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON – Months
after the prairie began to
shake, scientists still struggle
to explain a surge in Kansas
earthquakes that appears
connected to increased fracking.
The Kansas quakes are
part of a major escalation in
earthquakes that have struck
the nation’s heartland in the
wake of the oil and gas boom.
The epidemic has hit places
in Texas and especially Oklahoma where earthquakes
used to almost never happen,
with scientists increasingly
pointing the finger at deep
underground injection of
drilling waste that effectively
lubricates and weakens fault
lines.
Kansas Gov. Sam Brownback appointed a task force in
February to study the earthquakes in his state and the
U.S. Geological Survey startQUAKES | Page A2
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July Fourth grass fire
1/2 mile
mile

The Sacramento Bee

By Richard Chang
and Ernesto Garcia Morales
rchang@sacbee.com

Before fireworks shot into the sky
Friday night, flames swept through
parched brush behind Cal Expo and
threatened to cancel the area’s biggest pyrotechnic display.
Thousands of swimsuit-clad visitors abandoned giant water slides
under an evacuation order at Raging
Waters at Cal Expo. Particulatechoked air near Bonney Field was
enough for Sacramento Republic FC
to turn away the region’s soccercrazed fans for one night.
But that night – the Fourth of July –
would still have its traditional fire-

works, Cal Expo and fire officials determined in the end, allowing colorful explosions to burst forth across a
sky blanketed by smoke hours earlier.
As California faces the worst
drought in a generation, firefighters
were stretched across the Sacramento region Friday as flames threatened
structures and celebrations. Ashes
fell miles from where fires laid waste
to dry brush, while backyards and living rooms smelled of barbecue even
where grills were absent.
Just north of Antelope, an alleged
arson grass fire burned down four
homes at the Sabre City Mobile Home
Park and forced residents to evacuate,
FIRE | Back page, A12
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Obama weighing steps to cover contraception
JUSTICES’ RULINGS
MAY LEAD TO MANY
MORE EXEMPTIONS
By Robert Pear
and Adam Liptak
The New York Times

WASHINGTON – The Obama administration, reeling from back-toback blows from the Supreme Court
this week, is weighing options that

would provide contraceptive coverage to thousands of women who are
about to lose it or never had it because of their employers’ religious
objections.
The administration must move
fast. Legal and health care experts
expect a rush to court involving
scores of employers seeking to take
advantage of the two decisions, one
involving Hobby Lobby Stores,
which affects for-profit businesses,
and the other on Wheaton College

that concerns religiously affiliated
nonprofit groups. About 100 cases
are pending.
One proposal the White House is
studying would put companies’ insurers or health plan administrators
on the spot for contraceptive coverage, with details of reimbursement
to be worked out later. Another
would give the administration itself
a larger role in offering cost-free coverage to women who cannot get it
through their employers, although
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Richard Mellon
Scaife, the billionaire who once
owned the former
Sacramento Union
newspaper and
became a national
figure in the conservative movement,
dies at 82. A4

The new owner of
the long-struggling
Country Club Plaza,
EDM Realty Corp. of
San Francisco, is on
a hunt for new
tenants, but hasn’t
made any major
plans for reconstruction yet. B1

Authorities in
Germany have
arrested a 31-yearold German man on
suspicion of spying
in a case that may
further strain relations between Berlin
and the United
States. A6

One of the greatest-ever collapses
in the for-profit
career college sector continues with a
shutdown deal
between Corinthian
Colleges Inc. and the
U.S. Department of
Education. B6

KISS cranks
through tunes
from its 40-year
career and detonates enough
pyrotechnics at
Sleep Train
Amphitheatre to
rival fireworks.
Review, D3

the option for a new government
entitlement appears unrealistic for
financial and political reasons.
The White House is under such
pressure that no one has been able to
work out details of how the alternatives would be financed or administered.
Administration officials said they
were determined to ensure the
broadest possible coverage of contraceptives for the largest number of
RULINGS | Back page, A12
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