
Profile
I am a nationally recognized, award-winning journalist, writer and editor based in southwestern 
Colorado, with broad experience in weekly newspapers and specialty publications. I have a curious 
mind, an adventurous spirit and a lifelong passion for word-smithing, traveling and storytelling. I 
love to dig deep into a story and flesh out its complexities on the page. I am accustomed to 
working both independently and collaboratively in a fast-paced environment, juggling longterm and 
quick-hit assignments for print and web. My work has won honors for both breaking-news 
reporting and feature writing, including the prestigious Sigma Delta Chi award from the Society of 
Professional Journalists.

Work Experience
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER WITH SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES, THE WATCH NEWSPAPER, 
TELLURIDE, COLORADO – 2011-2014

As a reporter and photographer at The Watch, I covered a broad range of issues in southwestern 
Colorado. I also wrote feature articles for The Watch's specialty publications, San Juan Adventure 
Guide and Shelter Magazine, and took the editorial lead in The Watch's production of the official 
Ouray Ice Park Guide. My coverage of a fatal mine accident near Ouray in November 2013 won 
the Sigma Delta Chi award for Breaking News from the Society of Professional Journalists, and my 
investigative reporting on another accident at the same mine last summer prompted an 
investigation by the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 

MANAGING EDITOR, OURAY COUNTY PLAINDEALER, 2010-2011

I maintained a steady editorial hand at the helm of the Ouray County Plaindealer, Ouray County’s 
paper of record, through a challenging transition that included major staff turnover, the merging of 
two papers into one, and successful implementation of a redesign, all while remaining the paper’s 
senior reporter and primary news generator with significant general assignment duties.

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER, ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR AND SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR, OURAY 
COUNTY PLAINDEALER & THE RIDGWAY SUN, 2007-2010

I won over a dozen awards from the Colorado Press Association for my work as a general 
assignment reporter and photographer at the Ouray County Plaindealer, including 1st Place for both 
Best Feature Story and Best News Story in 2010.  In addition to generating vibrant story ideas and 
executing them independently,  I also developed a new Arts and Entertainment section for the 
papers, bringing a more lively and energetic approach to the A&E beat. I breathed new life into 
monthly special sections and developed award-winning content and design as the editor and lead 
writer for the annual Ouray County Summer Guide and Winter Guide magazines. 

EDITOR, SILVERTON STANDARD & THE MINER, 2006

Ran a one-woman show at the Silverton Standard, putting out the small weekly paper during a brief 
transition period. 

EDITOR & CONTRIBUTOR, SILVERTON MAGAZINE, 2001-2003

Collaborated with the publisher of Silverton Magazine to execute story assignments and assign 
stories to a stable of freelance writers. 

COLUMNIST, MONTROSE MORNING SUN, 1997-1998

Wrote a weekly column on topics ranging from travel to politics to motherhood.

SCIENCE REPORTER, ANTARCTIC SUN TIMES, 1996-1997

Covered a fascinating array of science research topics for a weekly newspaper in McMurdo 
Station,  Antarctica.
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REPORTER, OURAY COUNTY PLAINDEALER AND THE RIDGWAY SUN, 1995-1997

Reporter and photographer for two small weekly newspapers in southwestern Colorado.  Won an 
award for feature writing from the Colorado Press Association.

ENGLISH TEACHER, QINGDAO UNIVERSITY, PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, 1993-1994

Teacher of English as a Foreign Language; instructed approximately 100 Chinese college students in 
speaking, reading, and writing the English language. Developed curriculum and lesson plans, 
delivered weekly lectures on American culture. Saw significant gains in my students’ courage to use 
what they learned, and eagerness to reach new levels of excellence.

DECK HAND, KODIAK, ALASKA, 1993

Worked for a summer as a deck hand on a commercial fishing boat in Kodiak, Alaska.

Education
* University of Colorado at Boulder – Bachelor of Arts in English, 1993.

* Yoga Research and Education Institute, Santa Rosa, Calif. – Yoga Teacher Certification, 2003.

* Continuing education in WordPress web design and nonfiction writing

Key Skills
News writing	
 Enterprise reporting	
 Feature writing
Columns	
 	
 Op Ed pieces	
 	
 Specialty publications
Photojournalism	
 Copy editing 	
 	
 Line editing
Lay-out	
 	
 Page design	
 	
 Editorial project management

Technology summary
Windows & Mac OS platforms; Quark; digital photography;  Adobe Photoshop (basic),
social media (Facebook, Twitter); MS Office suite;  WordPress (basic).

Public Service
* Board member of  Weehawken Creative Arts and the Ouray County Performing Arts Guild. 

* Judge for newspaper contests in Pennsylvania, Michigan and Wisconsin, 2010 and 2011.

* Served for two years on the Board of Directors of Voyager Youth Program, a non-profit
organization providing support services to the youth of Ouray County, 2009-2010.

* Four-year term as a school board member in Silverton, Colo., 1999-2003.

Awards
* Sigma Delta Chi Award for Breaking News, Society of Professional Journalists, 2013

* Numerous awards from the Colorado Press Association, including First Place for Best News 
Story and Best Feature Story in 2010.

* Two-time runner-up for the Mark Fischer Poetry Prize, including Honorable Mention in 2012 and 
2nd place in 2013.

Referrals
Available on request.
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